
1 

The March meeting featured  a presen-

tation by Compatriot Connor Bond on 

Judah P. Benjamin, the man Jefferson 

Davis often referred to as “the brains of 

the Confederacy.”  In addition to his 

impressive legal career prior to the 

war, Benjamin contributed to the Con-

federate cause in several different ca-

pacities over the course of the war. 

The April meeting will feature a pro-

gram by Murry Stewart.  The subject is 

not known at this time.  

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  April 25, 2017,  5:30 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

 

See you there! 

April Meeting  

Murry Stewart Program TBA 
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Connor Bond Program on 

Judah P. Benjamin 

 
 

 

I n the end of the sab-
bath, as it began to 

dawn toward the first day 
of the week, came Mary 
Magdalene and the other 
Mary to see the sepulchre. 

A nd, behold, there 
was a great earth-

quake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from 
the door, and sat upon it. 
His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow: 

A nd for fear of him 
the keepers did 

shake, and became as dead 
men. 

A nd the angel an-
swered and said 

unto the women, Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified. 

H e is not here: for he 
is risen, as he said. 

Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay. 

A nd go quickly, and 
tell his disciples that 

he is risen from the dead; 
and, behold, he goeth be-
fore you into Galilee; there 
shall ye see him: lo, I have 
told you. 
 

Matthew 28:1-7 
(KJV) 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

In preparation for the Confederate 

Memorial Day observance on Sunday, 
April 30, 2017, volunteers are needed 
on Saturday, April 29, to spruce up 

the Confederate section of Green-
wood Cemetery.  As usual the work 

effort is being led by Peter Miazza 
who will probably be the first on the 
scene. 

 
If you can devote a couple of hours, 
please come out on Saturday morning 

with your favorite yard tools to join 
the clean-up.  Work will probably 

start at or soon after 7:00 am and 
continue until complete. 
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Calendar 

April 25, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

April 29, 2017 
Cemetery cleanup for 

Confederate Memorial 

Day 

 

April 30, 2017 
Confederate Memorial 

Day observance at 

Greenwood Cemetery in 

Jackson 

 

May 23, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

June 27, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 

I know that our group is not political and I try to avoid any type of political 

comment in this column, but I recent events have thrown me such a fat pitch I 
have to swing at it.  I am talking about this "sanctuary cities" movement that 

is so much in the news.  We all know what it is, but have you ever stopped to 
think about what it MEANS?   Just this:  the last group of people in the world 
you would think would do so--those proponents of this idea--have discovered 

the concept of states' rights.  They argue that certain states and cities, if they 
so choose, are not bound to abide by or respect federal law in regard to immi-

gration issues.  I've got grim news for the proponents of the "sanctuary city" 
movement:  the state versus federal supremacy issue got tried back in 1861-
1865 and it didn't work out so hot for us.   Too bad the ancestors of these 

modern day converts to "states’ rights" didn't see the light 150 years ago. 
 

Turning to what I wanted to write about, in reading about the titans of indus-
try who amassed such power and wealth around the turn of the century in 
1900--Northerners all--I  was struck by the fact not a single one of them 

served in the Union Army. J. P. Morgan, E. H. Harriman, all the Roosevelts, the 
Astors, the Vanderbilts, Schiff, Stillman, Gould, all avoided military service.   I 
recall  reading Mark Twains' "Life on the Mississippi" and his remark that when 

you talked about "The War" in the South, all were in it, endured it, and partici-
pated in it.  He said it was just the opposite up North; very few had personal 

experience of the war, relatively speaking. 
 
Teddy Roosevelt's father, Theodore Roosevelt, is a good example.  He married 

Mittie Bulloch from Georgia in 1853, and during the war all of her brothers 
were in the Confederate service. Her brother James Bulloch was the famous 

Confederate agent to England who was the moving force in getting the Ala-
bama built.  Another brother, Irvine Bulloch served on that ship till the very 
end. Needless to say, Mittie's sentiments were very much south of the Mason-

Dixon line, and she was very active in making up parcels of scarce goods to be 
sent by blockade runner to her family in Georgia.  
 
Her husband, on the other hand, was an ardent Unionist, but he didn't feel so 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Standing Firm in Our Faith! 

 
When I read about Stephen's Faith when he was 

facing being stone to death in Acts 6, I am reminded 
of Christians facing their stones of life! Stephen pos-
sessed three characteristics: verse 10," they (ones 

throwing the stones) could not stand up to wisdom 
of the spirit he had"; verse 15," they saw the face 

was the face of an angel"; verse 59," he ask to for-
give them for what they are doing". Can that be a 
picture of our faith? 

 
 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

strongly about it that he joined the Union 
army.  Instead he hired a substitute for $1,000.00 to 

go in his place. But the book I read about Teddy's 
youth describes the father as being very active in the 
Union cause, working "tirelessly" in such dangerous 

tasks as helping soldiers get their mail faster.  Like 
most of the men who rose to be tycoons in shipping, 
railroads, banks and finance, Roosevelt stayed at 

home and made a fortune off the war effort.   
 

The Union draft act allowed any person who would 
pay $300.00 to the government to avoid that particu-
lar call, or to avoid the draft for good by hiring a sub-

stitute.  One thousand dollars was the going rate.  To 
gauge the enthusiasm of the Northern wealthy class 

for serving in the army, in the first year the U. S. 
Treasury raked in over twelve million in draft exemp-
tion fees. The money class was all for keeping the 

South in commercial bondage, but not at the risk of  
their precious hides.  Then, as now, hypocrisy was a 

powerful force in our Northern friends.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Confederate Memorial Day 
Observance 

 
April 30, 2017 

Confederate Section, Greenwood Cemetery 
Jackson, Mississippi 

 
1:30 p.m. — Decoration of graves 

2:00 p.m. — Commemoration Service 
Keynote Speaker:  Allen Terrell, Past Commander Mississippi Division 

SCV 
 

Come out and help remember the sacrifices of our forefathers.  Bring  a 
young person so an appreciation of our Southern heritage can be kept 

alive. 
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The LeMat Revolver 
 
In addition to J.E.B. Stuart, General Beauregard and Colo-

nel LeMat, the LeMat revolver was used by such famous 
Confederate officers as Major Generals Braxton Bragg, 
Richard H. Anderson and Major Henry Wirz. General 

Beauregard's personal engraved LeMat, which he carried 
throughout the war, is preserved at the Museum of the 

Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia. 
 
The distinguishing char-

acteristic of LeMat's re-
volver is that its 9-shot cylinder revolves around a separate central barrel 

of larger caliber than the chambers in the cylinder proper. The central bar-
rel is smoothbore and can function as a short-barreled shotgun (hence the 
name "Grape Shot Revolver") with the shooter selecting whether to fire 

from the cylinder or the smoothbore barrel by flipping a lever on the end 
of the hammer.  

 

Flipping the lever down caused the moveable striker 
to fall upon the primer set directly under the ham-

mer, discharging the lower barrel, while leaving it in 
the standard position would fire the chambers in 
the cylinder, much like any other revolver. 

 
LeMat originally chambered his pistol for .40 (or .42) caliber revolver bullets, with 

a .60 (16 gauge) smoothbore barrel, and had a jointed ramrod (mounted on the right-
hand side of the frame), which was used to load both barrels.  
 

When war broke out LeMat received Confederate contracts for the production of five 
thousand revolvers, and plans were laid to manufacture the gun abroad and then im-

port them into the Confederacy, which lacked the necessary facilities to produce the weapon locally. Confed-

erate gun runners were able to slip shipments of the gun through the Union naval blockade and it is esti-
mated that about 2,500 made it into Confederate service. 

Bragg Wirz Anderson 

Stuart 

Beauregard 
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Who Was the Southern Soldier? 

 
“It was a mighty sight, for a whole southern nation rose 

in arms. From that civilization of the South, declared by 
northern politicians to be rotten, - there came men of 
principles unimpeachable, of valor indescribable, of 

power vast and devoted. These men led the Southern 
men, through struggle and through death, through vic-

tory, and through defeat. The story would not be limited 
to sons of ‘slave-holders,’ because from the mountain 
fastness, where slaves were unknown, from cabin 

homes where father and sons toiled and reaped their 
little crop by the sweat of their brow--from these came 
great rank and file of the Southern Army.” 

—Douglas Southall Freeman in a letter to his family dur-
ing his graduate studies. 

 
Image:  Painting by Don Troiani 
 

Taken from the Facebook pager of “Defending the Heri-
tage” 

April 30th 1864, a sad day in Richmond... 

 
Joseph Evan Davis was born in Washington while his father was serving in the Senate.  Davis proclaimed his 

new son "a very fine one" and named the boy for his eldest brother and his grandfather.  Varina protested, for 
she deeply resented Joseph Emory Davis, but to no avail. She confided to her mother, however, that the boy 
did bear a resemblance to his namesake uncle, which she hoped he would outgrow. 

 
Little Joe was described as exceptionally bright, and he was apparently the best behaved of all of the Davis 

children, but his life ended tragically with a fall from a White House porch on April 30, 1864.  Rumors persist 
that he was pushed by older brother Jeff Jr., but there is no evidence to support this story. 
 

According to contemporary accounts, the accident took place at some point between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. while 
neither parent was at home.  A servant discovered Joe lying by the pavement onto which he had fallen from a 
height of about fifteen feet.  Maggie Davis ran to the neighbors for help, and Jeff Jr. enlisted the aid of two 

people passing by on the street.  One of these men, a Confederate officer, wrote that Joe's "head was con-
tused, and I think his chest much injured internally." 

 
The child apparently died about the time his parents reached the house. His father refused to see visitors and 
could be heard pacing all night. 

 
Funeral services were held at St. Paul's Episcopal Church on May 1, and Joe was buried at Richmond's Holly-

wood Cemetery, where the rest of his immediate family would eventually be interred. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Another Blow Against Southern Heritage? 
 
I wanted to share something that has 

happened in our own backyard regarding 
the removal and/or destruction of local 
history. Specifically, in the conflict of 

1861 there was a local farmer named 
Jack Hinson (who was not partisan at 

the time) whose sons were brutally mur-
dered when they were non-combatants.  
They were tied up, shot and their bodies 

mutilated by Union soldiers at Fort 
Donelson.  The heads were cut off and 
delivered to the father, mother and fam-

ily by placing them on fence posts in 
front of their home.  

 
From that moment forward, Hinson be-
came an infamous sniper killing up to 

100 officers of the invading army. 
 

Until recently, there was a historic 
marker about Hinson located in LBL but it disappeared in May of 2016.  I inquired into this with LBL  officials 
and was told it was "stolen" and that it had been reported to the State Historic Commission which stated 

they do not have it in the budget to replace the marker which costs about $1200.00. 
 
Personally, I find it unlikely that it was stolen and much more likely that it is in a warehouse somewhere but 

was removed as part of what appears to be a national movement to destroy Southern Heritage. 
 

I am currently reading an excellent book on the matter and am truly disturbed at this wanton destruction of 
local history. 
 

Posted with photo by Mark Manning on the Sons of Confederate Veterans Facebook group page. 
 
Editor’s note:  “LBL” refers to the Land-Between-the-Lakes area which spans the Kentucky/Tennessee bor-
der.  I’m unsure which state  this marker was in. 

 
There are no known (photographic) likenesses of Joseph Evan Davis, in large part due to the scarcity of 

photographic materials during the war.  For more information on him, see Volumes 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of 
The Papers of Jefferson Davis.  The latter volume contains more details about his death.  The best account 
of the accident, written by the officer whom Jeff Jr. found on the street, was published in the Richmond 

Sentinel on May 31, 1864.  
 
Source:  http://jeffersondavis.rice.edu/JosephEvanDavis.aspx 

 
Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Veteran Capt. Hilary L. Taylor 

 
Born in Gainesville, Alabama in 1843, as a young boy his father, Dr. MDK Taylor 

moved his family to Texas. As war swiftly came it interrupted the young life of Tay-
lor, he enlisted in Company E, 3rd Texas Regiment, Ross' Brigade. He rose from the 
ranks to become an officer based off his merit and gallantry. For a time he was 

chief of Ross' Scouts in Yazoo County, Mississippi. After the war he settled in Yazoo 
County and became prominent in political, business, and social matters. He also be-

came County Sheriff and was for a long time Commander of Yazoo Camp UCV. He 
married in 1870 and had 4 children. His wife died in 1879. He married again and 
had 2 more children only to have a second wife pass away. Taylor was a man of 

strong character charitable, and was a devoted husband and father.  
 
Upon his death his camp commented that ".....society has lost a member who al-

ways stood for right and readily responded to all demands that the maintenance of 
law and order made upon him..." They went on to say that "the state lost a highly honored, & useful citizen..." 

he passed away at his home in 1915. 
 
Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” 

Wade Hampton:  Defender of the Homeland 
 
Wade Hampton was one of the wealthiest men in the South. 

He owned more slaves than anyone else in the nation, thou-
sands of slaves on cotton plantations stretching over huge 
tracts in South Carolina and Mississippi. In 1861, his planta-

tions were producing 5,000 bales of cotton a year, each crop 
worth upwards of a million dollars. 

 
Surely if the war was fought to end slavery Wade Hampton 
would not have been one of those arguing against secession. 

He was in his mid-thirties when the national debate over slav-
ery came to a head in the decade before the Civil War and by 
that time he had developed doubts about the economy of 

slave labor. He entered South Carolina politics as a dissenter 
to the "fire-eating" secessionists that held sway in that most 

militant Southern state, and served as a moderating influence 
in both houses of the South Carolina legislature from 1852 to 
1861. 

 
"You have no right to ask, or expect that she will at once pro-

fess unbounded love to that Union from which for four years 
she tried to escape at the cost of her best blood and all her 
treasure. Nor can you believe her to be so unutterably hypo-

critical, so base, as to declare that the flag of the Union has already surpassed in her heart the place, which 
has so long been sacred to the 'Southern Cross.' "--General Wade Hampton 
 

Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” 



8 

Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
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Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

 What is/was “My Ameri-

can Cousin” and what is its 

significance? 

 

March’s questions asked: 

The “Alabama” was a fa-

mous CSA warship that 

raided on the high seas.  

What was the name of the 

other famous one, the only 

one to completely circum-

navigate the world? 

 

The answer: 

.The Shenandoah 

 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

A Freemantle Observation 
 
"A negro…with a rifle at full cock, leading along a barefooted white man, with 

whom he evidently changed clothes prompted General Longstreet stop the pair 
and ask the black man what it meant. The Negro replied, "The two soldiers in 

charge of this here yank have got drunk, so for fear he should escape I have 
took care of him and brought him through that little town." The consequential 
manner of the negro, and the supreme contempt with which he spoke to his 

prisoner, were most amusing. “This little episode of a southern black leading a 
white Yankee soldier through a Northern village, alone and of his own accord, 

would not have been gratifying to an abolitionist. Nor would the sympathizers 
both in England and in the North feel encouraged if they could hear the lan-
guage of detestation and contempt with which the numerous Negroes with the 

Southern armies speak of their so called liberators." Lt. Col. Fremantle, British 
Observer 
 

Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” 


