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Lacking a program for March, the pro-

gram time was devoted to discussion of 

various items of interest to the camp or 

individual compatriots.  

Adjutant Ron Stowers informs me that 

Commander Jackson is working on se-

curing a program for April.  We will 

see what develops. 

  

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  April 24, 2018,  5:00 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

 

See you there! 

April Meeting 

Program TBA 

March Meeting 
Report 

The 
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Various Items of Interest 

 
 
 

J esus answered and said 
unto her, Whosoever drin-

keth of this water shall thirst 
again: 

B ut whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall 

give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into ever-
lasting life. 

—- 

O ur fathers worshipped in 
this mountain; and ye 

say, that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to 
worship. 

J esus saith unto her, 
Woman, believe me, the 

hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem, worship the 
Father. 

Y e worship ye know not 
what: we know what we 

worship: for salvation is of 
the Jews. 

B ut the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true 

worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. 

G od is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in 
truth. 
 

John 4: 13-14, 20-24 

(KJV) 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
  

In preparation for the Confederate 

Memorial Day observance on Sunday, 
April 29 2018, volunteers are needed 
on Saturday, April 28, to spruce up 

the Confederate section of Green-
wood Cemetery.  As usual the work 

effort is being led by Peter Miazza 
who will probably be the first on the 
scene. 

  
If you can devote a couple of hours, 

please come out on Saturday morning 
with your favorite yard tools to join 
the clean-up.  Work will probably 

start at or soon after 7:00 am and 
continue until complete. 

April is 
Confederate Heritage 

Month. 
Have you honored your 
Confederate ancestors 

recently? 
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Calendar 

April 24, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

April 28, 2018 
Cleanup at Greenwood 

Cemetery. 

 

April 29, 2018 
Confederate Memorial 

Day Observance at Con-

federate Section, Green-

wood Cemetery, Jackson, 

MS 

 

May 22, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

June 26, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
Appomattox Day, men, the occasion of the ultimate concentration of the qual-
ity of greatness demonstrated by a truly great man, Robert E. Lee.  In present 

times, when the correct course is so often and easily ignored, your writer can-
not let this day go by without a small tribute to a man who realized the time 
had come to bear the unbearable.  The lives of his men were precious to  

General Lee, and when it was apparent further sacrifice of those lives would 
be fruitless, General Lee took the road to Appomattox.   

 
You know, with so many destructive currents and eddies rolling round and 
over our country, I sometimes feel a bit bewildered trying to defend our Con-

federate heritage. It is as if one were laboring to save only his own house 
while his entire community is being washed away.  

 
But then I take the larger view, and realize the assault upon Confederate his-
tory is just one charge in a greater, concerted assault upon many of the bed-

rock principles upon which this country was founded. The mainstream media, 
social media, Hollywood, television, academia, the education establishment, 
and certain political parties--in short most of the opinion influencing groups of 

the country--seemed to have combined in a determined effort to erode many 
of the concepts we once viewed as cornerstones of the American way of life.  

      
Belief in God and Christian values?   Mocked, belittled and derided routinely by 
leftist politicians, media figures, talk show hosts, and the like. Secularism is on 

the march everywhere as God has been banished from our public life. Free-
dom of speech?  In many venues the concept has been annihilated, and those 

who depart from the party line are howled down or prevented from speaking.  
Tolerance?  Once the hallmark of the so-called "progressive"  is now practiced 
mainly in its absence. Patriotism and American exceptional ism?  Old fashioned 

and destructive.  America is the problem, not the solution.  
     
The groups identified above seem determined to steer us toward a national 

"group think," under which there is only one "correct" view on all subjects, 
formulated by those same forces.  Any deviation from the accepted view is 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Spiritual Thirst 

 
How do you thirst for God?  Psalms 63:1-3 David 

says, 'My soul thirsts for God ...flesh longs for Him.'  
This comes from a deep and abiding relationship 
with God!  He need to abide with Him. So how 

thirsty are you for that relationship with Him? 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

attacked with a venom that used to be reserved for the 
enemies of our country.  Argument ad hominem is the 

weapon of choice.  
 
Our Confederate ancestors and their cause are just the 

low hanging fruit in this war; we had no defenders.  Let 
some Muslim terrorist destroy innocent people and 
voices arise everywhere to caution us that not all Mus-

lims are terrorists.  Let a nut in South Carolina who 
committed heinous murders be shown with a Confeder-

ate flag and there is conclusive evidence that all things 
Confederate are racist.  Not surprisingly, when for 
years all have been told and taught that only racists 

display anything Confederate, a real genuine racist may 
well feel, as wrong as he may be, that our Confederate 

symbols are his badge.  The same people who have 
preached this mistake and error always act surprised 
when someone turns up who listened to their balder-

dash.  
      

A word of caution to all those who so readily applaud 
the diminishment of our Confederate heritage: revising 
history is contagious and once this Pandora's box is 

opened it is not easily once more fastened.  I wonder if 
those who nodded in approval when General Lee's 
monuments were removed were as satisfied when the 

Episcopal church in Alexandria removed the plaques 
marking George Washington's affiliation with that 

church?  I doubt it. 

(Continued from page 2) 

EDWARD PORTER ALEXANDER  

 
Edward Porter Alexander was one of only three 

Confederate officers to rise to the rank of general 
in the artillery branch. Respected by some of the 
Confederacy’s most important commanders, Alex-

ander would participate in nearly every major 
campaign in the eastern theatre, contributing 
substantially to the army’s greatest successes. 

 
“A chicken could not live on that field when we 

open on it." ~Porter Alexander, commander of 
Longstreet's artillery battalion, at Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, December, 1862 

 
DTH 
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THE FIRST “DAY OF INFAMY” 

 
“PEARL HARBOR DAY” DECEMBER 7TH--GOD BLESS ALL 

WHO SERVED 
 

December 7, 1941, became known to our modern gen-

eration as a “day of infamy” for the attack by Japanese 
forces which resulted in the loss of several thousand 

American lives.  But this was not the first “day of in-
famy.”  On April 12, 1861, the US government executed 
an unprovoked sneak attack on Charleston, South Caro-

lina resulting in the eventual deaths of nearly a million 
Americans. 
 

When the new emperor took office, he waits for Con-
gress to go on recess, and then he swung into action for his Grand Plan:  Provoking the South into war. 

 
Lincoln, by himself: 
(1) Ignored former president John Tyler’s Peace Commission 

(2) Ignored the advice of his General Winfield Scott not to send a war fleet to Ft. Sumter 
(3) Ignored the advice of his Cabinet not to send a war fleet 

(4) While still under a peace agreement with the South Carolina Governor not to send additional troops to Ft. 
Sumter, he sent a war fleet to Ft. Sumter and announced the departure 
(5) While under a peace agreement, Ft. Pickens was retaken "under force" 

(6) When the US war fleet sailed into Charleston Harbor, South Carolina was forced to begin shelling Ft. 
Sumter 

(7) Lincoln, on his own volition and without approval of Congress, called up 75,000 troops from the South, 
drawing Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, and Maryland into the conflict 
(8) Lincoln immediately ordered a blockade (an act of war) without Congressional approval 

( 9) Lincoln immediately sent troops into border states 
(10) Lincoln invaded Virginia the day the citizens voted by consensus to leave the Union, with 3,000 troops in 
Alexandria / Arlington 

(11) Jailed members of the Maryland State Legislature before they could vote on seceding from the Union.  
 

Alexander Stephens identified the beginning of the war as 
Lincoln's order sending a "hostile fleet, styled the 'Relief 
Squadron'," to reinforce Ft. Sumter. "The war was then and 

there inaugurated and begun by the authorities at Wash-
ington. 

 
General Beauregard had to strike the first blow, as he did; 
otherwise the forces under his command might have been 

exposed to two fires at the same time--one in front, and 
the other in the rear.  The use of force by the Confederacy, 
therefore, was in "self-defense," rendered necessary by the 

actions of the other side. 
 

Jefferson Davis, who, like Stephens, wrote his account af-
ter the Civil War, took a similar position.  Ft. Sumter was rightfully South Carolina's property after secession, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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and the Confederate government had shown great "forbearance" in trying to reach an equitable settlement 
with the federal government.  But the Lincoln administration destroyed these efforts by sending "a hostile 

fleet" to Sumter. "The attempt to represent us as the aggressors," Davis argued, "is as unfounded as the 
complaint made by the wolf against the lamb in the familiar fable.  He who makes the assault is not neces-
sarily he that strikes the first blow or fires the first gun." 

 
Lincoln escaped blame by inducing southerners to attack Sumter, "to assume the aggressive and thus put 
themselves in the wrong in the eyes of the North and of the world." By sending a relief expedition, ostensibly 

to provide bread to a hungry garrison, Lincoln turned the tables on the Confederates, forcing them to choose 
whether to permit the fort to be strengthened, or to act as the aggressor.  By this "astute strategy," Lincoln 

maneuvered the South into firing the first shot. 
 
Defending the Heritage 

 
Editor’s Note:  The original of this article contained some variations in composition that, in this editor’s opin-
ion, created readability issues; therefore, some correction has been done, hopefully without changing the 
author’s original message. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Confederate Memorial 
Day Observance 

 
April 29, 2018 

Confederate Section, Greenwood Cemetery 
Jackson, Mississippi 

 
2:00 p.m. — Decoration of graves 

2:30 p.m. — Commemoration Service 
Keynote Speaker:  Jeff Barnes, Commander Mississippi Division SCV 

 
Come out and help remember the sacrifices of our forefathers.  Bring  a 
young person so an appreciation of our Southern heritage can be kept 

alive. 
 

Inclement weather alternative:  War Memorial Bldg. Auditorium 



6 

Reveille 

LOUISIANA TIGERS 

 
"Many of the Louisianians, who were not so fleet of foot 

as the Alabamians and Virginians, threw down their guns 
and empty cartridge-boxes, and rushed forward with their 

bayonets in hand." 
~ Pryor's Brigade, composed of the 14th Alabama, 14th 
Louisiana, 3rd Virginia, and St. Paul's Louisiana Battalion 

charging the Federal breastworks at the Battle of Gaines' 
Mill , June 27, 1862 ( Seven Days). 

 
This image depicts a member of Co. B (Tiger Rifles) of 
the 1st Special Battalion (Wheat's) Louisiana Volunteers. 

So fierce was their reputation and combat record, that 
the entire battalion became known as Tigers, along with 

all Louisiana troops serving in the Army of 
Northern Virginia. (Louisiana Civil War Centennial Com-

mission). 
 
Posted to Facebook by an SCV member 

...FOUGHT LIKE HELL 

 
They often didn’t look like much 

but they fought like hell. 
 
In 1863 Louisiana soldier Robert 

Newell watched 400 Texas Rang-
ers ride into camp. Newell was 
repulsed at the sight. "If the Con-

federacy has no better soldiers 
than those we are in a bad roe 

for stumps, for they look more 
like Baboons mounted on goats 
than anything else." 

 
An interesting fact about Terry's 

Texas Rangers is that unlike most 
Cavalry units they rarely used sabers at all. They were generally armed with short rifles, shotguns, and multi-
ple six-shooters per man. They made it their habit not to let the enemy get close enough to have to use sa-

bers in hand to hand combat. 
 

DTH 
 
The picture was found on the internet via a Bing search, purported to be volunteer members of Terry’s Texas 

Rangers in 1861. 
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A SURPRISING BENEFACTOR 
 
In 1902 W. H. Councill, a colored Alabama teacher of an industrial school near Huntsville, writes to J. M. 

Falkner, the chief benefactor of the Confederate Home for Alabama, in which he makes a generous offer and 
some remarkable statements.  The letter is as follows: 
 

Dear Sir: In writing to you the other day in reference to the philanthropic work at Mountain Creek for the 
Confederate Veterans, I neglected to say that we should be proud to assist you in your laudable enterprise if 

you should desire us.  
 
We can furnish you at any time ten or fifteen carpenters, painters, blacksmiths, and others who might be 

useful in building up your soldiers' home.  We should be glad to work a week or ten days without money and 
without price.  Our shoe department will be glad to furnish you with at least a dozen pairs of shoes a year for 
those grand old men who followed Lee's tattered banners down to Appomattox, leaving their bloody foot-

prints over the snow covered hills of Virginia.  
 

Although I came up from the other side of the flood 
and drank of the dregs of the cup of slavery, still I 
honor those gray haired veterans, and I feel that, 

when they pass away and when their old slaves have 
passed away, in a measure the power of the balance 

wheel of Southern society will be gone. 
 
The propriety of this offer on my part may be called 

into question by those who do not measure slavery as 
I do. I feel that the slaves got more out of slavery 
than did their masters, in that the slaves were helped 

from the lowest state of barbarism to Christian citi-
zenship of the greatest government the world ever 

knew. 
 
Today, the grounds of Confederate Memorial Park serve as a fitting memorial to the old soldiers and widows 

of soldiers who once lived there. 
 

DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

How many civilians were 

killed as a result of the 

three days of battle at Get-

tysburg? 

 

March’s question asked: 

How many cannon com-

prised a Battery in the Un-

ion Army?  In the Confed-

erate Army? 

 

The answer: 

Six cannon in a Union bat-

tery; four cannon in a Con-

federate battery. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

FORREST’S TREATMENT OF FORMER SLAVES 

 
There are facts about Forrest that 

remain largely unknown today.  
Would you believe that by the end 
of his life, Forrest was maligned by 

many, including the Federal govern-
ment, for being too benevolent to-

ward the blacks of the South?  At 
one point he was investigated by 
the Federal government's 

“Freedman's Bureau” to make sure 
he was complying with the law re-
garding his black employees.  The 

only complaint the Bureau had of 
Forrest was that he paid the former 

slaves higher wages than the gov-
ernment thought they should re-
ceive and that Forrest allowed the 

former slaves to own guns.  Forrest, 
it seems, was far more respectful of 

the black man's rights than the Fed-
eral government was.  The Bureau's 
chief investigator of Forrest re-

ferred to the former general as 
“too liberal” toward his black em-

ployees.  (Nathan Bedford Forrest's 
Redemption, pg. 117) 
 

I wonder if any of the current vitriolic opponents of Forrest know that he was 
branded as a “liberal” for his kindness toward the black people.  What about his 
public statements in defense of the southern blacks? 

 
He became a Christian, which assuredly changed him.  Yet people tore his statue 

down.  Could it be that underneath it all, it is his Christian faith that they hate 
most of all? 
 

From a Facebook posting by the Memphis Brigade, Sons of Confederate Veterans 
 

Nathan Bedford Forrest 

Postwar, showing his age 


