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Grady Howell presented a program on 

the 1st Mississippi in the Mexican 

War.  
Compatriot and Past Camp Commander 

Dan Duggan has informed me that he 

will present a program on General John 

Brown Gordon at the April meeting. 

 

Robert Murphree has informed me that 

he’s arranged an added attraction for 

April.  He wrote:  “John Taylor has just 

acquired a genuine Spencer rifle and 

has agreed to bring it to the meet-

ing…”   

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  April 26 2021, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

April Meeting 

General John Brown Gordon 

March 
Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 

 * Volume L *  *  PO Box 16945, Jackson, MS 39236  *  * April 2021 *  *  Number 4 * 

The First Mississippi 

in the Mexican War 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I  therefore, the pris-
oner of the Lord, 

beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vo-
cation wherewith ye 
are called, 

W ith all lowliness 
and meekness, 

with longsuffering, for-
bearing one another in 
love; 

E ndeavouring to 
keep the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 

T here is one body, 
and one Spirit, 

even as ye are called in 
one hope of your call-
ing; 

O ne Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, 

O ne God and Father 
of all, who is above 

all, and through all, 
and in you all. 

B ut unto every one 
of us is given grace 

according to the meas-
ure of the gift of Christ. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-7 
(KJV) 

 

Confederate 
Memorial Day 

Observance 
 

April 25, 2021 
 

1:30 pm -- Decorating the 
graves with flags 

 
2:00 pm – Memorial 

ceremonies 
 

Keynote speaker: 
Conor Bond, 

Mississippi Division SCV 
Commander 

 
All are invited 
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Calendar April 24, 2021 

Clean-up day at Green-

wood Cemetery 

 

April 25, 2021 

Confederate Memorial 

Day observance at Green-

wood Cemetery 

 

April 26, 2021 

Regular monthly meeting 

 

May 24, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 28, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 23, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

Sandie Pendleton was the chief of staff for Stonewall Jackson and no doubt 
knew Jackson as well as anyone in the Confederate army.  In late November, 
1863, Pendleton wrote a letter to a woman he later married, and in the letter he 

reviewed his relationship with General Jackson.   In the letter Pendleton re-
marked about how happy a military family Jackson had around in him for much 
of Jackson's life, and went on to say: 

 
“. . . Ah, the circle is broken up, some gone with him to their long rest, some 

languishing with wounds, and some others left here on duty at our posts, ready, 
I trust, to do or suffer what is always allotted to us by Providence.” 
 

Pendleton then turned to what his relationship with Jackson had meant to him 
personally: 

 
“What a legacy of pleasure and pride for the days to come in the remembrance 
of long service to the entire satisfaction of such a man as he was, and the fact 

of having enjoyed his love and confidence.  One thing I know:  I am a better 
soldier and better man for having associated so long and intimately with General 
Jackson.” 

 
Can anyone conceive of a higher tribute, especially from a writer who himself 

enjoyed the esteem and respect of so many accomplished men?  If anyone of us 
can say they are a better man for having been around a particular friend or per-
son, then we have profited by our association with that person. 

 
McHenry Howard was the sixth son born to a distinguished Baltimore family.  

Like most residents of Baltimore, he was decidedly Southern in his convictions, 
so the early part of 1861 found him in the Confederate Army.  Four years later 
found him back at his home in Baltimore, with enough adventures to fill the 

book of memoirs I enjoyed so reading.  

 
When he got home to Baltimore in late May, 1865, he found that his Mother had 
retained a notice delivered to the house in September, 1862.  The notice was 
from the federal authorities informing McHenry Howard that he was ordered to 

report for duty in the Maryland militia, and "hold yourself in readiness for any 
such military duty as under the laws he had to perform.”  

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

FAITH LEADS....FOLLOWED BY COURAGE!! 
 

Think of the many stories in the Civil War that took 
courage and maybe this statement will help us with 

our own courage.  Someone once wrote, "courage 
will follow when Faith take the Lead"!  Look at chil-

dren of Isarel in Nehemiah 4:6 and at David vs Go-
liath in I Samuel 17!  Now let us examine our own 
lives:  Do we live up to this statement in our lives?? 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

By this time the two men were becoming more and 

more flustered.  "How about your next son?" 
 

"He is James Howard, he is a lieutenant colonel in the 
Confederate Army." 
 

"Your fifth son?" 
 
"That would be Edward Lloyd Howard, he is a surgeon 

in the Confederate Army." 
 

By this time the two men were about to burst, but 
sputtered out, "What about your youngest son?" 
 

"McHenry Howard is with Stonewall Jackson, and I ex-
pect he will be here pretty soon."  (It was during the 

short lived invasion of Maryland during September, 
1862.)  She then shut the door in the two men's faces.  
 

I read about Southern women like this and I recall the 
remark John Mosby made in his memoirs, written in 

1915, to the effect that if it had been left up to his 
Mother, the South would "still be fighting yet."  

 
Howard's Mother then told him the circumstances 

under which the notice had been delivered to 
their home.  One day two men came to the How-
ard home and insisted on seeing Mrs. Howard.  

When she appeared one asked her "Madame, we 
are enrolling officers and have come to get the 
names of male members of your family.  Have 

you a husband or sons capable of bearing arms?"   
The answer was yes, Mrs. Howard admitted to 

having a husband and six sons.  
 
Asked where they were, Mrs. Howard replied that 

her husband and oldest son were in Fort Warren, 
having been arrested by the Federal authorities in 

July, 1861.  (Her husband was a member of the 
Baltimore City Council and her oldest son was a 
newspaper editor; apparently there were grounds 

to doubt their loyalty to the Yankee government.) 
 

The questioning continued:  "Your next son?" 
 
"John Eager Howard is a captain in the Confeder-

ate Army." 
 
"And the next?" 

 
"That would be Charles Howard; he is a major in 

the Confederate Army." 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

Camp News 
 

Update on Chris Boothe’s battle with COVID-19 
Robert Murphree has been in contact with Chris and 

has provided the following update: 
 

Chris, as young as he is, was attacked by the Covid vi-
rus and has had an ordeal of the first water with 
it.  The report is that his eyesight continues to improve, 

and his energy level is on the right path.  He has some 
new glasses that have been helpful with his double vi-
sion, but he still suffers from light sensitivity and unfor-

tunately migraine headaches.  His local doctors con-
sulted the Mayo Clinic's Covid team and together they 

were able to identify the specific strain of Covid Chris 
has had.   A course of treatment has been devised that 
the team is confident will work in the long run.  I am 

pleased to be able to report that Chris understands that 
God sends us trials for reasons we might not under-

stand, but can only accept, and in that spirit Chris is 
ready to accept God's will.    In this season of Easter 
the promise of the resurrection should be all the en-

couragement any of us need.   
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Who Fired the First Shot? 
 
In May 1862 after Stonewall Jackson’s liberation of Winchester, Virginia, a captured Yan-

kee Colonel asked of his captors, “Who fired the first shot?”  In answer an unidentified 
Confederate private responded:    
 

“John Brown at Harper’s Ferry, sir, he fired the first gun and Mr. Lincoln, in attempting 
to reinforce Sumter, fired the second gun. And the Confederates have acted on the de-

fensive all of the time. We did not invade your country, but you invaded ours, you go 
home and attend to your own business and leave us to ours and the war will close at 
once.” 

 
DTH, edited slightly 

Notice of Work Day 
 

In preparation for Confederate Memorial Day ceremonies at the Confederate burial area 
of Greenwood Cemetery in Jackson, clean-up activities are scheduled (weather permit-
ting) for Saturday morning, April 24, 2021.  Work will begin about 7:00 am or as early 

as the volunteers can get there.  Come and bring your favorite implements of vegetative 
destruction.  The more people that show up will make the work go faster. 

WHICH MAN SAID IT? 

 
 “Any people whatsoever have the right to abolish the existing government and form a new one that suits 

them better. This is a most valuable, a most sacred right.”  
 
The uneducated would almost certainly say such a statement surely came from Jefferson Davis (if they have 

any idea who Jefferson Davis was) and the sentiment expressed in these quoted words was certainly shared 
by Jefferson Davis—but he didn’t utter these specific words.  Abraham Lincoln did on July 4th, 1848. [13 

years before he invaded the South.] 
 
Original post from DTH; rewritten and edited for this newsletter 
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SO TELL US HOW YOU REALLY FEEL MRS. LINCOLN… 

 
Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley was an ex-slave who worked as a seam-

stress for Mrs. Lincoln. She was the personal confidante of Mary Todd 
Lincoln and wrote a book about the First Family. The following opin-
ion of General Grant, held by Mrs. Lincoln, appears as follows in her 

memoirs: 
 

Mrs. Lincoln could not tolerate General Grant. "He is a butcher," she 
would often say, "and is not fit to be at the head of an army." 
 

"But he has been very successful in the field," argued the President. 
 
"Yes, he generally manages to claim a victory, but such a victory! He 

loses two men to the enemy's one. He has no management, no re-
gard for life. If the war should continue four years longer, and he 

should remain in power, he would depopulate the North. I could fight 
an army as well myself. According to his tactics, there is nothing un-
der the heavens to do but to march a new line of men up in front of 

the rebel breastworks to be shot down as fast as they take their position, and keep marching until the enemy 
grows tired of the slaughter. Grant, I repeat, is an obstinate fool and a butcher." 

 
Source: “Behind the Scenes, or, Thirty years a Slave, and Four Years in the White House,” by Elizabeth Keck-
ley, ca. 1818-1907 

Link to e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/keckley/keckley.html 
 

DTH 

Lincoln’s Racism is Starting to be Noticed by a Few 

 
Donald Sterling* witnessed quick condemnation and punishment for his racist 

comments made in private however, that’s not the case across the board…a 
long list of racist radical Republicans of the mid 1800s are enshrined as heroes 

in the North in spite of remarks they made publically… 
 
“On at least fourteen occasions between 1854 and 1860, Lincoln said unambi-

guously that he believed the Negro race was inferior to the White race. In 
Galesburg, he referred to 'the inferior races.' Who were 'the inferior races?' Afri-

can Americans. He said, Mexicans, who he called 'mongrells,’ and probably all 
colored people." -- Lerone Bennett, Jr., Editor of Ebony Magazine, "Forced into 
Glory: Abraham Lincoln's White Dream" (Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 

2000), p. 132 
 

DTH 
 

*For those who may not remember (like me, I had to look this up), Donald Sterling was the owner of 
the LA Clippers NBA team who was banned from ownership/participation in the NBA and fined several 
million dollars for making racist (in the NBA’s opinion) statements in a private conversation that was 

later found to have been recorded. 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/keckley/keckley.html
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SHERMAN’S HEARTLESS REPLY TO THE MAYOR OF ATLANTA 

 
On pages 124-5 of his Memoirs, General Sherman quotes from a letter from the Mayor of Atlanta ad-

dressed to him as follows:  "Many poor women are in an advanced state of pregnancy; others now 
have young children, and whose husbands for the greater part are either in the army or dead.  Some 

say, I have a sick one at my house; who will wait on them when I am gone? Others say, what are we 
to do?  We have no house to go to, and no means to buy, build or rent any; no parents, relatives or 
friends to go to…  This being so (they say), how is it possible for the people still here (mostly women 

and children) to find any shelter? And how can they live through the winter in the woods — no shel-
ter, no subsistence, in the midst of strangers who know them not, and without the power to assist 

them much if they were willing to do so.  This is but a feeble picture of the consequences of this 
measure.  You know the war — the horrors and the sufferings cannot be described by words; imagi-
nation can only conceive it; and we ask you to take these things into consideration." 

 
To this General Sherman says he replied: "I have your letter of the 

11th in the nature of a petition to revoke my order removing all the 
inhabitants from Atlanta.  I have read it and give full credit to your 

statements of the distress that will be occasioned, and yet I shall not 
revoke my orders." And he did not; the people were driven out and 
their houses burned.  General Sherman further says (p. 185) that 

when he reached General Howell Cobbs' plantation he "sent back 
word to General Davis to explain whose plantation it was, and in-

structed him to spare nothing." 
 

Source: Acts of the Republican Party as Seen by History, By C. Gard-
ner, 1906. 
Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/details/

actsofrepublican00gard 
Photo Used: General Sherman (May use for target practice) 

WHY WE REMEMBER 

 
They have passed into eternity, but they will never be for-

gotten. 
 
In 1861, when they perceived their rights to be threatened 

by those who would alter the nature of the government, 
given to them by their fathers; when threatened with 

change they could not accept, the mighty men of valor be-
gan to gather. 
 

A band of brothers, native to the Southern soil, they 
pledged themselves to a cause: the cause of defending 
their family, their fireside, and their faith. 

 
On courthouse lawns, in picnic groves, at train stations across the South the gallant mustered and the women 

sent their men off to fight; to win if possible, to come home if they could; but above all, to maintain their 
honor. 
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Often hungry, barefoot, lacking necessitates and even ammunition at times they defended; and after a valiant 

effort, many ended at places like at Camp Douglas, Point Lookout and Elmira prisons. 
 
They came from Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Perryville, and a thousand other battlefields. Some survived 

and some would never see their beloved Dixie again; the bodies of theses heroes lay here in hallowed ground 
from Virginia to New Mexico. 
 

Some were frozen stiff; some succumbed to disease, some died of malnutrition when even rats were fair 
game. But when the end came, Johnny Reb bravely bid his comrades farewell and crossed the river to rest in 

the shade of the trees and forever more in the arms of his Savior. 
 
DTH 

(Continued from page 6) 

Independence Not Conquest 

 
“We protest solemnly in the face of mankind, that we 

desire peace at any sacrifice, save that of honor. In 
independence we seek no conquest, no aggrandize-

ment, no concession of any kind from the states with 
which we have lately been confederated. All we ask 
is to be let alone – that those who never held power 

over us shall not now attempt our subjugation by 
arms. This we will, we must resist to the direst ex-

tremity. The moment that this pretension is aban-
doned, the sword will drop from our grasp, and we 
shall be ready to enter into treaties of amnesty and 

commerce that cannot but be mutually beneficial. So 
long as this pretension is maintained, with a firm reli-

ance on that Divine Power which covers with its pro-
tection the just cause, we must continue to struggle 

for our inherent right to freedom, independence, and 
self-government.” – President Jefferson Davis' first 
address to the Confederate Congress 

 
One of the tragedies of war is that its victors write its 

history and often do so with bias and dishonesty. 
That's true about our War of 1861, erroneously called 

a civil war. Civil wars, by the way, are when two or 
more parties attempt to take over the central govern-
ment. Jefferson Davis no more wanted to take over 

Washington, D.C., than George Washington, in 1776, 
wanted to take over London. Both wars were wars of 

independence 
 

DTH 
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Short Bits of Wisdom and Profundity 
 

"Regard your soldiers as your children, and they will follow you into the deepest valleys. Look on them as your 

own beloved sons, and they will stand by you even unto death!" Sun Tzu 
 
Photo: Mort Künstler: "Pickett's Charge" 

 
DTH 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

***** 
Had Southerners won independence, their new nation might have “blessed all the 

races of mankind by establishing true freedom.”  From “Historian of Liberty” Lord Ac-
ton 

 
He believed the American political institutions had long been marred by “Defects and 
abuses of principle which the Confederate Constitution was expressly and wisely calcu-

lated to remedy.” 
 

         ***** 
 

 
 
"Captain, the secret treachery that caused the war will come to light, and justify the 

South. Truth is deathless!" -- Admiral Raphael Semmes, C.S.N. 
 

Photo: Admiral Raphael Semmes, C.S.N. 
 
DTH 
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JEFFERSON DAVIS’ REQUEST 

 
“But never question or teach your children to desecrate 

the memory of the dead by admitting that their brothers 
were wrong in the effort to maintain the sovereignty, 
freedom and independence which was their inalienable 

birthright - remembering that the coming generation are 
the children of the heroic mothers whose devotion to our 

cause in its darkest hour sustained the strong and 
strengthened the weak. I cannot believe that the cause 
for which our sacrifices were made can ever be lost, but 

rather hope that those who now deny the justice of our 
asserted claims will learn from experience that the fa-
thers built it wisely and the Constitution should be con-

strued according to the commentaries of the men who 
made it.” 

 
Jefferson Davis in a speech given to the Mississippi legis-
lators on March 10, 1884. 

 
DTH 

ton Harbor with an angry red glare.  Against the dark sky, trails of glowing lights moved in the direction of the 
fort. They stood on the rooftop that early morning, watching mortar after mortar find its way to the Island. 

 
“Oh, James, this is so terrible.  What is to become of us?  I’m so frightened for our future.” Lindy held onto 
him. 

 
“So am I, Lindy.  So am I.” 
 

James put his arm around her shoulder and held her close.  She wept against his chest as they stood on the 
rooftop in Charleston that early morning before dawn--each in their own way knowing that from now on their 

future was indeed uncertain at the very best. 
 
Source: From These Ashes: Part I. A Friend Loveth at All Times, by T.E. Reynolds 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 10) 

John Nichols 
 

John Nichols, a Missouri Confederate Partisan Ranger, was executed by hanging at 
Jefferson City, Missouri, October 30, 1863.  Note the ball and chain.  Proud and ob-

stinate until the very end, he said as the rope was adjusted around his neck... "I will 
show them how a Confederate Soldier can die."  He exhibited no particular emotion 

during the term of his confinement, or at his execution. 
 
From a posting shared on the Facebook page Frank and Jesse James 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

 If a Confederate referred to 

a n o t h e r  a s  a 

“Yellowhammer,” what did he 

mean? 

 

March’s question asked: 

Continuing with Camp Chase,  

the prison had an oddity in its 

procedures concerning impris-

oned Confederates.  What was 

it? 

 

The answer:   
Prisoners were allowed to go 

into the town and if they had 

any money they could buy a 

meal or register in a hotel. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

FORT SUMTER - APRIL 12, 1861: 
 
When they got onto the roof they could hear the voices of their neighbors who had 

similar ideas.  Each explosion that sounded lit up the eastern sky over the Charles-

(Continued on page 9) 


