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The March meeting program was post-

poned until April to allow for discus-

sion of several business items.  Also, a 

special election was held to replace 

Ron Stowers in the Adjutant’s position.    

Compatriot Darin Pannell was elected 

Adjutant. The program was postponed until April 

to allow for special business discussions 

at the March meeting.  The April meet-

ing  speaker will be Past Commander 

Bill Lee who will speak on “German U-

boat Activity in the Gulf of Mexico.” 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  April 25, 2022, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

April Meeting 

Non-WBTS Program: 

German U-Boat Activity in the 

Gulf of Mexico 

March Report 
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Business Discussions and 

Special Election 

 
 
 
 
 

N ow upon the first day 
of the week, very 

early in the morning, they 
came unto the sepulchre, 
bringing the spices which 
they had prepared, and cer-
tain others with them. 

A nd they found the stone 
rolled away from the 

sepulchre. 

A nd they entered in, and 
found not the body of 

the Lord Jesus. 

A nd it came to pass, as 
they were much per-

plexed thereabout, behold, 
two men stood by them in 
shining garments: 

A nd as they were afraid, 
and bowed down their 

faces to the earth, they said 
unto them, Why seek ye the 
living among the dead? 

H e is not here, but is 
risen: remember how 

he spake unto you when he 
was yet in Galilee, 

S aying, The Son of man 
must be delivered into the 

hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day 
rise again. 
 

Luke 24:1-7 
(KJV) 

 

Call for 
Volunteers 

 
This is a call for volunteers to assist 
with cleaning up the Confederate sec-

tion and adjacent access paths on 
Saturday, April 23, 2022, at Green-
wood Cemetery in Jackson.  Clean-up 

is needed to prepare for the Confed-
erate Memorial Day ceremonies 

planned for Sunday, April 24, 2022.  
Contact Peter Miazza at 601-853-
1889 or by email at 

petermiazza@yahoo.com 
 if you have any questions. 
 

Try to arrive between 7:00 and 8:00 
am and the work should be finished 

by noon.  

mailto:petermizza@yahoo.com
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Calendar April 24, 2022 

Confederate Memorial 

Day Observance, 

Greenwood Cemetery, 

Jackson, MS 

 

April 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 23, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 27, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 22, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 26, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

I have been reading about Longstreet's performance at the Battle of Gettysburg, 
and while there is not enough space here to review all of the shortcomings of 
which he is accused, it seems clear Longstreet did not put his best effort for-

ward on the second day.   Pouting is a hard word to use in regard to a grown 
man, but that is about what it amounts to. 
 

What is clear is that after the war Longstreet spent the rest of his long life as-
sailing his former comrades, and particularly his former chief General Lee. By 

the time Longstreet died in 1904, he was generally disliked over much of the 
South.  As Dr. Hunter McGuire put it:  "If Longstreet says so, it is most likely not 
true."   

 
I have to smile at what General Richard Taylor said in regard to General 

Longstreet's post-war claims: 
 
“A recent article in the public press signed by General Longstreet, ascribes the 

failure at Gettysburg to Lee's mistakes, which Longstreet in vain pointed out and 
remonstrated against. That any subject involving the possession and exercise of 
intellect should be clear to Longstreet  and concealed from Lee is a startling 

proposition to those having knowledge of the two men.”  
 

What a wonderful riposte!  Not much Longstreet can say in response. 
 
At the risk of shocking my audience, let me tell you that I have often heard a 

lawyer's favorite song is "How Great I Am." And from my personal observations 
over forty years I can vouch for the fact there is a lot of truth in this statement.   

Yet this love of self-praise is not a fault restricted to my fellow members of the 
bar; the military community has suffered from the same phenomena.    
 

With this idea in mind, have you ever noticed that a lot of the most famous War 
Between the States prominent figures are those fortunate men who survived the 
War to write about their exploits?  You take Henry Kyd Douglas.  His war record 

was distinguished, but not extraordinary, so it was his wonderful book that 
vaulted him into real post-war prominence.  Of course there are some figures, 

such as Jeb Stuart, Stonewall Jackson, and Turnery Ashby, whose war records 
were so head and shoulders above all others that no biographers were neces-

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

LOVE THOSE WHO HURT YOU 
 

"But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). Some-

one once said, ' I really only love God as much as I 
love the person I love the LEAST'! So do you won-
der if our Christianity has become more a HOBBY 

than a passionate pursuit of Jesus sacrificial love 
and salvation for all of us! Something to think 

about!! 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

sary to establish their fame.  
 

Take Colonel Joshua Chamberlain, the Union hero of 
July 2, 1863 in the struggle for Little Round Top.  No 
question the 20th Maine put up a valiant fight that day 

for this key terrain, and their success helped the Union 
cause in the battle.  But there were other Union offi-
cers who were just as brave, but didn't live to tell the 

tale. 
 

Chamberlain, on the other hand, lived until 1914.  In 
the forty years after Gettysburg Chamberlain described 
his exploits in numerous written articles, and even 

more speeches during his political career.  At no time in 
this literary onslaught did his role diminish, and indeed 

his reputation grew so that thirty years after the battle, 
in 1893, he was awarded the Medal of Honor.  Now I 
don't begrudge the man the right to "gild the lily" 

somewhat, but a fellow officer who was there the 
whole time called Chamberlain's writings "a tissue of 

lies."  This same man went on to say Chamberlain was 
"absolutely unable to tell the truth."  Truthful he may 
not be, but famous he is.  

 
Many of the participants in the War who wrote about 
their experiences are just the opposite; very careful to 

tell you they are simply describing what they saw, with-
out purporting to comment on larger events.  If any-

thing these men are prone to minimize their efforts and 
achievements, which lends more credibility to what 
they say.  When I read a book where, in the preface 

the writer disclaims any knowledge of large events, I 
start with a bias toward believing what he says.   

 
We are putting up a granite stone on the grave of Col. 
Harding in Greenwood Cemetery outlining his role in 

turning Lee back from the front lines at the Wilderness, 
when Lee proposed to lead the Texas Brigade in a 
charge to restore the Confederate line.  Col. Harding 

said he did it, and that was good enough for me.  

(Continued from page 2) 

 



4 

Reveille 

 

Confederate Memorial Day Observance 
at  

Greenwood Cemetery, Jackson, MS 
Confederate Section 

 

April 24, 2022 
 

1:30 pm -- Decorating the graves with flags 
2:00 pm – Memorial ceremonies 

Keynote speaker:  Rev. Glenn Shows, Chaplain, 
Jefferson Davis Camp 635 SCV 
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Editor’s note:  On April 22, 1918, the Southern Herald newspaper, a weekly publication, printed a poem sub-
mitted to the paper anonymously.  The poem, titled “The Empty Coat”, described the feelings, thoughts, and 
reminiscences of an aged father whose only son (at least the only son remaining at home) has gone off to 
war and left the parents with only their memories..  The poem obviously was written around World War I, 
which is mentioned once but the sentiments expressed are those of fathers in all wars. 
 
I discovered the poem while paging through a copy of the Amite County book compiled by the Works Pro-
gress Administration (WPA) during the latter years of the depression (1936-1938).  The Amite County Histori-
cal and Genealogical Society was just being started up and one of the first projects for the society was pub-
lishing a limited run of copies of the WPA county book.  I decided to try to set the poem to music but to also 
modify it enough to capture the universal nature of the father’s feelings.  The result is the song below.  The 
original poem was written to capture the manner of speaking, for example, saying “’tain’t” instead of “it 
ain’t,” so I tried to leave that in as much as possible.  
 

 

The Empty Coat 
©2006, Wayne B. Anderson 

 
‘Tain’t no use, a hangin’ there on its peg no more, 

Sleeves a showin’ too much wear, pocket badly tore. 
Prob’bly when the war is done, it’ll be too small 

Guess he’ll have another one – if he returns at all, if he returns at all. 
 
First Chorus: 
Now it looks so sad and lonely, just a hangin’ there. 
But it’s sacred in our eyes, something like a prayer, something like a prayer. 
 

Seems like yeste’day I stood, watched him ‘bout his chores 
Bringin’ in the kitchen wood, stompin’ ‘cross the floor. 

Laughed to see his snoopin’ around like he used to snoop 
Whistlin’ happy when he found his Ma was making soup, his Ma was making soup. 
 

Now that he ain’t here no more, our own hearts’ delight 
We glance at the old coat he wore ‘fore he went to fight 

Nights when all doors was shet, ‘fore I got up stairs 
I’d touch his sleeve and find it wet – he’d been cryin’ there, he’d been cryin’ there. 
 

Second Chorus: 
Now somethin’s smartin’ my eyes too, have to wink ‘em tight, 
When I whisper, “Proud of you; goodnight, lad, goodnight, goodnight, lad, goodnight.” 

 
Repeat first verse and chorus: 
‘Tain’t no use, a hangin’ there on its peg no more, 
Sleeves a showin’ too much wear, pocket badly tore. 
Prob’bly when the war is done, it’ll be too small 

Guess he’ll have another one – if he returns at all, if he returns at all. 
 

Now it looks so sad and lonely, just a hangin’ there. 
But it’s sacred in our eyes, something like a prayer, something like a prayer. 
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CONFEDERATE WIDOWS 

 
A very underappreciated and tragic side effect 

of the horrible losses in the Civil War was the 
large number of young widows that were cre-

ated.  At Chickamauga the most notable case 
being Emilie Todd Helm, the wife of Confeder-
ate General Benjamin Hardin Helm, and the 

sister of Mary Todd Lincoln.  Finding herself a 
widow at the age of 26 and with three small 

children to raise, Emilie, soon found comfort 
in an unlikely source, the First Family of the 
United States.  

 
Emilie was asked to come stay with her sister 

in the White House.  Emilie later described 
her arrival, '“Mr. Lincoln and my sister met me 

with the warmest affection, we were all too 
grief-stricken at first for speech.  I have lost 
my husband, they have lost their fine little 

son Willie and Mary and I have lost three 
brothers in the Confederate service.  We 

could only embrace each other in silence and 
tears.  Sister and I dined intimately, alone.  

Our tears gathered silently and feel unheeded 
as with choking voices we tried to talk of im-
material things.” 

 
Grief seemed to haunt the White House during those months, Emilie also recalled later, " “Mr. Lin-

coln in the intimate talks we had was very much affected over the misfortunes of our family; and of 
my husband he said, ‘You know, Little Sister, I tried to have Ben come with me.  I hope you do not 
feel any bitterness or that I am in any way to blame for all this sorrow.’  I answered it was ‘the for-

tune of war’ and that while my husband loved him and had been deeply grateful to him for his gen-
erous offer to make him an officer in the Federal Army, he had to follow his conscience and that for 

weal or woe he felt he must side with his own people.  Mr. Lincoln put his arms around me and we 
both wept.”  However, needless to say though, Emilie's stay became very controversial and ulti-

mately led to Emilie deciding to leave and go back to Kentucky to stay with her mother. 
 
Emilie was there when she learned of the murder of her brother in law and was then also grieved 

for a loved one lost to both sides of the war.  Emilie became the very embodiment of widowhood in 
the years after the war, never remarrying and living until 1930.  

 
(Photo Source: The Lincoln Museum)  

 
From the Facebook page of the Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park 
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THE CONFEDERATE HOOP SKIRT SMUGGLERS 

 
In July 1864, four patriotic Southern women risked charges of treason and death during the War for 

Southern Independence to smuggle needed supplies for Confederate soldiers across the Potomac 
River from Yankee occupied Maryland. 

 
Their story begins on the Maryland-Virginia border in war torn Loudoun County, Virginia. 
 

The climate of war 
that framed the jour-

ney of Elizabeth 
White, Kate and Bet-
sie Ball, and Annie 

Hempstone into Yan-
kee occupied territory 

to obtain supplies was 
one of increasing des-

peration for the Con-
federacy in its strug-
gle for national inde-

pendence late in the 
war. 

 
The women’s illicit 

crossing of the Poto-
mac from Virginia to 
Maryland coincided 

with a renewed burst 
of fighting on the bor-

der. In July 1864, 
General Robert E. Lee 
had ordered General Jubal Early to initiate an attack against Washington D.C., and in tandem with 

this offensive, Colonel John S. Mosby was sent to sever communication lines between Washington 
and Harpers Ferry. 

 
Col. Mosby succeeded in defeating Yankee forces at their Point of Rocks base on July 5, 1864, and 

spent the evening dining at the Confederate enclave of Temple Hall. Temple Hall, located north of 
Leesburg, was the residence of Henry Ball, the father of two patriots in the Confederate army. Ball 
himself briefly fought early in the war and was once imprisoned for refusing to pledge allegiance to 

the US government. 
 

Also living there during this time was Elizabeth White, the wife of Confederate cavalry officer and 
patriot Elijah V. White. Mrs. White was not present at that night’s festivities, however, for on that 

morning she and three friends had embarked on a daring mission north into Yankee occupied Mary-
land to retrieve supplies for “our dear Maryland boys in grey.” Annie Hempstone later wrote of their 

(Continued on page 8) 
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adventure as a “little trip across the Potomac,” which belied the true perils of their journey. 
 

While guns blazed just up the Potomac River in nearby Point of Rocks on the morning of July 5, 
1864, Elizabeth White, Kate and Betsie Ball (daughters of Henry Ball), and Annie Hempstone hur-

riedly crossed the Potomac at White’s Run. Once in Montgomery County, the four friends quickly 
set upon their covert mission to collect boots and clothing for Confederate soldiers. 
 

The next day, their hoop skirts heavily laden with concealed supplies, the women attempted to 
return to Loudoun County, Virginia only to find that Union guards had arrived and a river crossing 

was impossible. The women were forced to retreat to the Dickerson, Maryland home of Elizabeth 
White’s mother, and fearing arrest, hid their clandestine goods in the walls of the house. Their 
concerns were soon validated, as the four women were arrested and transported to the Old Capi-

tol Prison in Washington, D.C. (coincidentally where Henry Ball had been imprisoned in 1862.) 
Though the women were intimately connected to the Confederacy and known to harbor pro-

independence secessionist views, no evidence could be found to support the charge of spying. 
The women maintained that their business in Montgomery County was mere pleasure, and they 

were released three weeks later. Somehow managing to evade detection, Elizabeth White and her 
comrades promptly returned to the house in Dickerson, where they retrieved their concealed 
items, and once again attempted to cross the river, this time at Edward’s Ferry. 

 
The river crossing was a precarious and tension-filled affair due to the heavy loads each woman 

was secretly carrying beneath the folds of her dress. Annie Hempstone seemed to relish the op-
portunity to incite the ire of the Yankee invaders: 

 
“The many letters I received from soldier friends while in prison I was unwilling to give up, so, in 
packing my valise, I placed them on top, that they might be seen by the Yankee guards who 

would search our baggage. When they opened my valise and the letters rolled out by the dozen, 
which I purposefully arranged to aggravate the inspector. I laughed, which was considered a 

great insult, and he exclaimed in anger: “If I had my way, I would send you straight back to 
prison where you came from.” 
 

Annie Hempstone likely laughed at that as well. 
 

Upon arriving in Virginia, the boots and clothing were distributed to Colonel White’s grateful cav-
alrymen. Elizabeth White, Annie Hempstone, and Kate and Betsie Ball had done more than deliver 

boots to Confederate soldiers, however. These women had taken great risks in order to accom-
plish their mission, and in the process had demonstrated their courage, their political resolve, and 
their willingness to enter the arena of the war to support their soldiers. They were, clearly, nei-

ther weak nor apolitical, but were strong defenders who were willing to sacrifice their lives to the 
Cause of Southern Independence. 

 
Photo--Seated: Annie Hempstone, Colonel Elijah White and Elizabeth White 

Standing, second row: Kate and Betsie Ball.  Others not identified. 
 
Posted to the Facebook page of the Virginia Flaggers; shared by DTH. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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A Celebrity Descendant of a Confederate Soldier 

 
Actor Robert Mitchum's Grandfather was Private John Session 

Mitchum, Co. K 25th South Carolina Infantry.  Pvt. Mitchum was cap-
tured at Fort Fisher, NC on 1-11-1865 and taken to Elmira Prison in 
NY.  He was released on 7-15-1865. Both Robert Mitchum's Father and 

Grandfather were from Williamsburg District, SC. 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/.../61966841/john-session-mitchum 
 
John Sessions Mitchum lived 1844-1898, and is buried in Aiken, SC.  

 
Posted to the Facebook page of the War Between the States Museum, 

Florence, SC by Bob Jones; shared by 

DTH. 
 

Editor’s comment:  Robert Mitchum is 
one of my favorite actors.  He made 
some of the best movies ever produced.  
Interestingly (to me at least), his son Christopher played a Confederate sol-
dier in the John Wayne movie “Rio Lobo.”  The movie was essentially the 
second re-tooling of the basic plot first filmed as the John Wayne movie “Rio 
Bravo.”  The first re-tooling of the “Rio Bravo” script/story was filmed as “El 
Dorado” which, in addition to John Wayne, had Robert Mitchum in a primary 
role. 
 
Of course, I’m a devoted John Wayne fan because of his role as an unrecon-
structed Confederate in what I consider the best movie ever made, “The 
Searchers.”  When John Wayne’s character Ethan Edwards was asked to 
take an oath to be included in a posse going after raiding Comanches, his 
response  was, “Figure a man's only good for one oath at a time; I took 
mine to the Confederate States of America.”  In addition to the opening and 
closing song which was composed for the movie, the orchestration through-
out the movie used the WBTS era song “Lorena.” 

Large Battle Flag Placed by Virginia Flaggers 

 
Even though the Farmville, VA, city council voted to move 

the Confederate Monument away from the city’s more 
public areas (see article on page 10), the Virginia Flaggers 
managed to get a large battle flag placed where it is visi-

ble to many travelling one of the main local roadways.  
The council didn’t want people seeing a monument to the 

memory of the fallen in gray so the Virginia Flaggers gave 
them a symbol of southern defiance of illegal usurpation of 
rights.  Perhaps the council should’ve left well-enough 

alone. 
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Farmville, Virginia Monument 

 
Excellent letter found placed at the Farmville Soldiers’ Memorial, which was recently removed from its promi-

nent location in town and moved to the Confederate Cemetery by order of the Farmville Town Council.  (Editor:  
A photo of the letter was posted.  I used a program to convert the image to a document.  The text of the letter 
is below.) 
 
Posted to Facebook by the Virginia Flaggers, shared by Defending the Heritage (DTH). 

 
Dear Prince Edward County War Veterans,  
 

I am so sad, and I am so sorry that Farmville Town Council and some Farmville citizens have failed you. I am 
sorry that those persons are so void of decency that they intentionally perpetuate lies about you for their 
personal agendas.  

 
I am sorry that they do not have the courage to stand up for your good name and honorable actions. Your grit, 

loyalty and determination have been and still is (sic) revered across the world. They cannot understand or ap-
preciate these qualities because they possess none of them.  
 

I am glad that you are not alive to see the lowliness that Farmville has reached. Today, the home that you 
spent four years suffering unbelievable physical and emotional anguish to defend against an invading, thieving, 
arsonist army values self-promotion and sports above dignity and self-sacrifice. Farmville prefers and condones 

a police department that purposely stands back and allows state law to be broken. Farmville does not appreci-
ate your other lifelong contributions as business owners, farmers, physicians, teachers, and firemen.  

 
Be assured, your lives well lived are remembered and valued by me. 
  

I will always remain a proud descendant of you, the Confederate soldier.  
 

Deo Vindice  

Left:  Farmville 

monument that 
was moved. 

 
Right:  Photo of 
the letter that 

was left at the 
monument. 
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tunities that would have enriched him by refusing to sell his family name. 
 

He chose instead to take a job with meager pay at Washington College because he knew that rebuilding the 
country meant that we needed to raise men of high honor and character. His first act as Dean of the College 
was to build a Chapel. 

 
On Lee’s last visit to Richmond, a lady approached General Lee with an infant in her arms and asked “Would 
you please hold my baby?” General Lee took the child, looked the woman in the eye and said “you must 

teach him to deny himself.” Biographer Douglas Southall Freeman 
pointed out that this one statement characterized the entirety of how General Lee lived. 

 
As the end of his life was approaching Robert E Lee was asked, with all of his accomplishments, what should 
his headstone say. He answered! “that I am a poor sinner, trusting in Christ alone for my salvation.” 

 
That a monument to this man has been taken down is a monument itself. The barren space where his me-

morial stood is a testament to the depraved depths to which the morality and character of our society has 
fallen.” 
 

(Painting of Robert E. Lee leaving the Appomattox Court House) 
 

Posted to the Facebook page of DTH by John Heavener 

(Continued from page 12) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Prayer Found in Robert E. Lee’s Bible 

 
”Put any burden on me; only sustain me.  Send me anywhere; only go with me.  Sever any tie but this which 
binds me to Thy service and to Thy heart. Amen.” 

 
Found written on a piece of paper in General Robert E. Lee’s Bible 

 
Posted to Facebook by the Virginia Flaggers; shared by DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

For diarrhea or malaria, what 

was the Confederate field 

cure?  
 

March’s question asked: 

What was a “havelock”? 

 

The answer:   
A piece of linen that hangs 

from the back of a cap over 

one's neck to protect it from 

the sun.  

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

Comments on Robert E. Lee for Confederate History Month 
 
For those who have chosen to hate Robert E. Lee, Paul Harvey, giving us “the rest 

of the story,” had this to say on his radio broadcast. 
 
“Robert E Lee is to this day the only person to pass through the US Military Acad-

emy at West Point without a single demerit. In the Mexican War General Winfield 
Scott called him “the greatest soldier I’ve ever seen.” As an Army Engineer he re-

routed the Mississippi River and saved the city of St Louis. When he inherited 
slaves from his father in law, he educated them and set them free, and he referred 
 

He turned down Lincoln’s offer to Command the US Army that would invade the 
South and his home State of Virginia even though leading that Army would have 
certainly brought him international fame and likely the presidency. He instead of-

fered his sword to Virginia and fought against that invasion for four years leading 
an Army that was vastly outnumbered, out supplied and out fed. After the war, as 

the most beloved figure on either side of the war, he turned down all of the oppor-

(Continued on page 11) 


