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August Meeting
A Reenactor’s Memories:
The Gettysburg 150th
Anniversary
Adjutant Ron Stowers reports that the
July program will be presented by Past
Camp Commander Emmett Eaton who
will speak on his memories as a reenactor at the 150th Anniversary of Gettysburg.
Everyone come and bring guests, especially new recruits!
When: August 23, 2016, 5:30 pm.
Where: Municipal Art Gallery, State
St., Jackson.

See you there!

esus saith unto her,
Woman, believe me,
the hour cometh, when ye
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,
worship the Father.
e worship ye know not
what: we know what
we worship: for salvation
is of the Jews.
ut the hour cometh,
and now is, when the
true
worshippers
shall
worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to
worship him.
od is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must
worship him in spirit and
in truth.
he woman saith unto
him, I know that
Messias cometh, which is
called Christ: when he is
come, he will tell us all
things.
esus saith unto her, I
that speak unto thee
am he.
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Grady Howell
New Book on
Shiloh and Corinth
The July program was presented by
Compatriot Grady Howell who discussed his latest book Shiloh, Place of
Peace, Place of Hell; “Likenesses” of
the Battles of Shiloh and Corinth.
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John 4:21-26
(KJV)
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Dan Duggan presented “This day in the
WBTS (July 26).
The “Dixie Hummingbirds” provide a
few songs for the camp’s enjoyment.

Reveille

Rebel Ramblings
by Robert Murphree
One of the little corporations we have is called the Cold Harbor Company and
when the girls asked me about the name I told them Cold Harbor was one of
General Lee's most stunning victories. So you can imagine my great satisfaction last month when I got to stand in still existing Confederate earth works at
Cold Harbor and gaze at the very ground that the poor Union soldiers had to
cross that fateful morning.
The assault I describe was initially ordered for June 2, 1864 but a delay was
ordered when a Union corps was late getting in position. This extra day gave
Lee's men time to turn a strong position into one that was impregnable. That
evening Grant's aid Horace Porter rode through the Union camps giving orders
and noticed many Union soldiers had their coats off and "seemed to be making
repairs to them." Thinking "this exhibition of tailoring was peculiar" he looked
more closely and noticed the men were sewing slips of paper to their coats
with their names and addresses written on them "so that their dead bodies
could be recognized upon the field." Sadly, many of the men would see their
premonition become accurate.
Dawn of June 3, 1864 broke around 4:30 a.m., a foggy damp morning with a
stillness full of foreboding in the Union lines. Many of the units in the front
lines were men who had been hastily called from garrison duty in Washington
and other points to fill the holes caused by the Grant's growing casualty lists.
Forming up in line after line, the Yankees moved out to the attack with parade
ground precision. Alerted by the shots of skirmishers, in short order the Confederates were at their breastworks ready for the assault. On the Union soldiers came, shot and shell from Southern cannon tearing great holes in the
lines until when in good rifle range a solid sheet of flame leaped out from the
Confederate works, dissolving the front line of blue. The remnants of the first
line ran into the advancing second line, which in its turn was decimated. "The
men bent down as they pushed forward as if trying to breast a tempest" one
Union officer wrote, and they fell "half a platoon almost at a time, like grain
before the reaper." In thirty minutes over 7,000 Federals were killed and
wounded, and the only way the survivors could remain alive was to lay down
on the field and feign death.
The survivors remained survivors only by hugging the ground and not moving,
(Continued on page 3)
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Calendar
August 23, 2016
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

September 27, 2016
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

October 25, 2016
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

November 22, 2016
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

December 13?, 2016
Camp 635 Christmas
social at the Municipal
Art Gallery
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Chaplain’s Dispatch

(Continued from page 2)

for to get up to run to the rear was certain death.
We have all read the accounts of how the ground in
front of the Southern positions were literally covered with bodies and this combination of dead,
wounded and hiding men account for the description. Well might one Confederate officer write of
the experience "It was not war, but murder."

Dear Friends and Compatriots:
THE SINGING REBEL
Music played a vital part in CSA soldiers as they sang
about love, home and the spiritual side of their lives.
I came across a verse in Zephaniah 3:17, “He (God)
will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you
with His love, He will rejoice over you with SINGING.”

The result was not only a tactical defeat. The loss
of trained and experienced field grade officers in
the Union Army was enormous and haunted the
Union effort for the rest of the war in Virginia. The
morale of the Army of the Potomac plummeted, as
did that of the people as column after column of
casualties appeared in the Northern papers. As Lincoln said in a speech made shortly after Cold Harbor "it has carried mourning to almost every home
until it can almost be said the very heavens are
hung in black." Never again would the Army of the
Potomac show any taste for assaults upon prepared
Confederate positions and for the next ten months
such orders were avoided for fear the men would
not obey.

Sincerely,
Rev. Glenn D. Shows
Chaplain
Visit the camp web site at:

http://www.scvcamp635.org
IT’S DUES TIME!

But perhaps the final epithet for Cold Harbor was
written by one Union officer who later wrote that
after Cold Harbor General Grant had learned
"General Lee wasn't Braxton Bragg and the Army of
Northern Virginia was no Army of Tennessee."
Well might Grant write later of his contrition for ordering that charge at Cold Harbor, but for many
men his regret was too little, too late.

By now everyone should have received a notice from
the Division about dues, and, hopefully, you have
received the corrected notice which showed the
proper dues amount of $55.00.
Please remit dues to:
Adjutant,
Jefferson Davis Camp # 635
P.O. Box 16945
Jackson, MS 39236

From the internet:

Annual Dues are $55.00, which covers Camp, Division and National Dues from August 1, 2016 through
July 31, 2017.
Local Camp Associate or Friend dues are $15.00.
Additional donations for the repair and upkeep of
the Confederate Burial Section in Greenwood Cemetery in Jackson are always welcome
and appreciated.
Thanks to all that have already paid up.
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THE GUY FROM NEW YORK SAID WHAT?
“If South Carolina ever decides to dishonor the memory of so
many of its men who died in what might well be termed the Second American Revolution and if Mississippi ever yields to similar
pressure to remove the Confederate battle flag from its state flag,
can we imagine the next demands of the frequently incredible
NAACP (which remains tongue-tied at the scandalous racial segregation now practiced by the Congressional Black Caucus)?
“Think of the possibility that the NAACP might demand the name
of the capital city of Washington be changed because the father of our country was a slave owner. Think
of the NAACP demanding that the Washington Monument be renamed – in honor of John Brown. And
further demanding that the name of our nation's capital be changed from Washington to Nat Turner City,
and the state of Washington to the state of Malcolm X.
“There would, of course, also be a need to remove the name and photograph of Gen. and President
Ulysses Grant from our currency, for he too was a slave owner, as was Mrs. Grant, who, with her two
slaves, was very nearly captured by Confederate cavalry.
“There's nothing more sacred in the country than the First Amendment. If someone wants to raise that
flag then they have the First Amendment right to do so.”
--Richard Roth of the Roth Law Firm in New York City
From the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.”

"As to my own position, I hope
to see the Union preserved by
granting the South the full measure of her constitutional rights. If
this can not be done, I hope to
see all the Southern States
united in a new confederation
and that we can effect a peaceable separation.
If both of these are denied us, I
am with Arkansas in weal or
woe. I have been elected and
hold a commission of captain of
the Volunteer Rifle Company of
this place and I can say for my
“Cleburne at Franklin” by Dale Gallon
company that if the Stars and
Stripes become the standard of a
tyrannical majority, the ensign of
a violated league, it will no longer command our love or respect but will command our best efforts to
drive them from our state." General Patrick Cleburne

From the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage”
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Kate Cumming, Confederate Nurse
Kate Cumming is best known for her dedicated service to sick and
wounded Confederate soldiers. She spent much of the latter half
of the Civil War (1861-65) as a nurse in hospitals throughout
Georgia.
Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, circa 1830 (sources differ on the exact date), Cumming migrated with her family to North America as
a young child, stopping first in Montreal, Canada, before permanently settling in Mobile, Alabama. Inspired by both the Reverend
Benjamin M. Miller, who in an address urged the women of Mobile
in early 1862 to aid wounded and sick Confederates, and by Florence Nightingale, the heroic British nurse who served in the Crimean War, Cumming, despite having no formal nursing training,
decided to offer her services. Much to the distress of her parents,
who firmly believed that ladies did not belong at the battlefield,
she left Mobile in April 1862, along with forty other local women,
including the novelist Augusta Jane Evans (although Evans did not
make it to the front), for the Mississippi-Tennessee border. There,
until June 1862, she cared for Confederate soldiers injured at the
Battle of Shiloh (April 1862).
Unlike most women nurses, who served only temporarily, Cumming continued as an active nurse for the duration of the war. After a two-month respite in Mobile during
the summer of 1862, she traveled to Chattanooga, Tennessee, to volunteer at Newsome Hospital, where
she remained for the next year. While there, the Confederate government reluctantly decreed in September 1862 that hospitals could legally pay nurses rather than rely on them as volunteers. Thus Cumming's
status changed from volunteer to professional; for the war's duration, she was officially enlisted in the Confederate Army Medical Department.
After the fall of Chattanooga
in the summer of 1863, Cumming moved on to Georgia,
where she served in numerous mobile field hospitals established throughout the state
in response to the destruction
inflicted by Union general William T. Sherman's troops. As
the major military forces
moved southward and eastward, so did the location of
these facilities. Confederate
field hospitals were set up in
many Georgia locations, including
Catoosa
Springs,
Cherokee Springs, Dalton,
Kingston, Marietta, Ringgold,
Rome, and Tunnel Hill, during
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

the Atlanta campaign of 1864. Later they were established in other Georgia locales: Americus, Athens,
Augusta, Barnesville, Columbus, Covington, Forsyth, Fort Gaines, Greensboro, Griffin, LaGrange, Macon,
Madison, Milner, Newnan, Oxford, Thomaston, and Vineville. Though not employed in all these hospitals,
Cumming spent considerable time in several of them, specifically those at Americus, Cherokee Springs,
Dalton, Newnan, and Ringgold. When the war ended in April 1865, she was working in southwest Georgia.
Cumming returned to Mobile after the war, and in 1866 she published A Journal of Hospital Life in the
Confederate Army of Tennessee from the Battle of Shiloh to the End of the War, a chronicle of her day-to
-day nursing experiences on the Civil War battlefields of Tennessee and Georgia. In 1874 she moved
with her father to Birmingham, Alabama. She never married. She resided there as a teacher and active
member of the United Daughters of the Confederacy until her death on June 5, 1909. She is buried in
Mobile.

Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” Originally published on the Facebook page
of “Hallowed Grounds.”
Editor’s note: My friend, Jed Marum, the singer songwriter who has done so many good Celtic and WBTS
songs on his many albums and in his live appearances, has a song dedicated to Kate Cumming called
“Banks of the Mobile” on his “Fighting Tigers of Ireland” album. If you like good folk music, get his albums.

(Continued from page 8)

rioters' heads. The outraged mob searched for the Commander and murdered him. The famous Brooks
Brothers clothing store was the scene of a major battle with the police. The rioters looted the store and
completely destroyed it - causing more than $50,000 in damages. The NYC Mayor sent for federal troops.
The third day of the riots was full of more destruction, deaths, arsons, and lynching of Negroes. A group
of white men found Abraham Franklin, a disabled African-American coachman, and beat him and his sister. Then, Abraham was hung from a tree. After he was dead, his body was cut down and dragged
through the muddy streets. A 7 year-old black boy fleeing his burning apartment was beaten to death.
General Harvey Brown and Police Commissioner Thomas Acton attempted to contain the rioters in the
working class neighborhoods of the city, sparing the wealthy homes.
The next day, in an attempt to stop the rioters, deals were proposed to encourage volunteering. However, the deals did not calm the situation. The riots spread to Staten Island and New Jersey. By the end
of the fourth day, four thousand Union troops, fresh from Gettysburg, arrived in the city. The rioters ambushed the soldiers. Several soldiers were wounded and killed. However, the army’s involvement ended
the draft riots. Federal officials rescheduled the draft lottery. When the draft was resumed in late August,
the federal government stationed 10,000 troops in the city and the draft lottery took place without consequence.

From the Facebook pager of “Defending the Heritage”
*Editor’s note: The movie title is actually “Gangs of New York.”
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WHEN CONGRESS OFFICIALLY DECLARED THAT
THE CIVIL WAR WAS NOT ABOUT SLAVERY
By: Patrick McCullough, Commander, Archibald Gracie SCV Camp 685, New York, NY
It was July of 1861, and things were looking bad for the United States. The December before, South
Carolina had seceded, and the gulf states followed in quick succession throughout January, with Texas
joining on February 1. Then, as it became unmistakable that the United States intended to invade the seceded states, and force all other states to take up arms against them, the mid-Southern states had no
choice but to secede as well, starting with Virginia’s departure from the Union in April, and concluding
with Tennessee’s secession on June 8.
Already the situation was dire, but it was by no means clear that other states would remain. Maryland,
Kentucky and Missouri were all popularly inclined to join the seceded states, and Maryland’s secession in
particular would have been disastrous, causing Washington to be surrounded by states of the Confederacy.
It was against this backdrop that a resolution was introduced in the House, called the Crittenden-Johnson
Resolution, which declared that the War was not fought for slavery, and that the United States Government had no desire or aim to end slavery. The measure was not a divisive one, passing the House 119-2.
The text read:
That in this national emergency, Congress, banishing all feelings of mere passion or resentment, will recollect only its duty to the whole country; that this war is not waged on their part in any spirit of oppression, or for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, or purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the
rights or established institutions of those States, but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, and to preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the several States unimpaired; and that as soon as these objects are accomplished the war ought to cease.
Perhaps even more telling as to the aims of the Union was the Corwin Amendment, enshrining slavery
into the Constitution, introduced prior to the War’s outbreak. It passed easily, and was approved of by
President Lincoln. However, it had no impact on the South’s desire to secede.

From the web site of the Archibald Gracie SCV Camp 985, New York City, NY

BUT THE SOUTH FIRED THE FIRST
SHOT…
The one who starts the war is not the
one who fires the first shot, but the
one who causes the first shot to be
fired.

Partial posting from the Facebook page
of “Defending the Heritage”
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Commander’s Column
Trivia Question:

Commander Jackson has no column this month

This month’s question asks:
(Serious reenactors should
NEW YORK CITY DRAFT RIOTS OF 1863
get this one.) What was the
popular name for the US
It’s been over ten years since I saw the movie “Gangs of New York City,”* but I
Rifle, Model 1855, a
remember thinking… just another inaccurate Hollywood portrayal of history.
shorter version of the Rifle
There was no mention of why the riots happened or the lynching of AfricanMusket of the same year?
Americans done by these soon to be “boys in blue.” No wonder when they accompanied Sherman in Georgia and South Carolina they didn’t care what they
July’s question asked:
Confederate Captain Shade did to the South…
Wooten of the Twentyseventh North Carolina After the Battle of Gettysburg, Lincoln instituted a draft conscripting men 18-35
regiment used the most to serve three years in the Union Army. To many working immigrants, the draft
primitive weapon in the seemed unfair. Irish immigrants were more at risk because wealthier draftees
Civil War on three occa- could simply pay $300 and be exempt. This draft outraged many of the immisions. What was it?
grants who did not care about the war and were too poor to pay the $300
The answer: Dirt. He needed to escape it.
picked up a handful of dirt
and threw it in his assail- When the draftee names were announced in the streets an outraged mob eager
ant’s eyes.
to know who else had been drafted hurried to the Provost Marshall's office. On
their way telegraph wires were cut and weapons collected. The Superintendent
of Police was attacked and policemen’s homes burned. Rioters looted and laid
waste to jewelry, hardware, and
liquor stores, eight draft offices,
and the office of Horace Greeley's
‘Tribune’. The armory and Colored
Orphan Asylum were torched. The
rioters assaulted and lynched Negroes throughout the city.
On the second day the rioters built
barricades from the destruction
debris to keep the police out of
certain neighborhoods. The looting of wealthy homes continued
along with the brutal beatings and
lynching of Negroes. The Commander of the 11th New York volunteers fired a cannon over the
(Continued on page 6)
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