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The program was presented by Compa-

triot Harris Collier who spoke on the 

Appomattox Campaign. 

Adjutant Ron Stowers informs me that 

Compatriot Joe Abbot will give an up-

date on the placing of a tall flag pole 

along I-55 in south Mississippi. 

  

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  August 28, 2018,  5:00 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

 

See you there! 

August Meeting 

Joe Abbot 

July Meeting 
Report 
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The Appomattox Campaign 

 
 
 

R emove from me the 
way of lying: and 

grant me thy law gra-
ciously. 

I  have chosen the way 
of truth: thy judg-

ments have I laid before 
me. 

I  have stuck unto thy 
testimonies: O Lord, 

put me not to shame. 

I  will run the way of 
thy commandments, 

when thou shalt enlarge 
my heart. 

T each me, O Lord, the 
way of thy statutes; 

and I shall keep it unto the 
end. 

G ive me understanding, 
and I shall keep thy 

law; yea, I shall observe it 
with my whole heart. 

M ake me to go in the 
path of thy com-

mandments; for therein do 
I delight. 

I ncline my heart unto 
thy testimonies, and 

not to covetousness. 
 

Psalm 119:29-36 
(KJV) 

 

SEEMS PLAIN TO ME 

 
Sir Arthur James Lyon Fremantle was 

a British Army officer and a notable 
British witness to the War Between 
the States  While spending three 

months in North America, he traveled 
through parts of the Confederate 

States of America and the Union.  
During his stay, he kept a diary that 
was published upon his return to Eng-

land.  The following selection is from 
his diary: 
 

A negro dressed in full Yankee uni-
form, with a rifle at full cock, [was] 

leading along a barefooted white 
man, with whom he had evidently 
changed clothes.  General Longstreet 

stopped the pair, and asked the black 
man what it meant.  He replied, "The 

two soldiers in charge of this here 
Yank have got drunk, so for fear he 
should escape, I have took care of 

him, and brought him through that 
little town."  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Calendar 

August 28, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

September 25, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

October 23, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

November 27, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

December 18?, 2018 
Annual Christmas Social 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
Several times I have mentioned the love of books my late father-in-law had, 
and his extensive collection, but he also had a little bit of anything to do with 

history.  For example, when we were cleaning out the house two years ago I 
found a stack of old newspapers, which I assumed were just junk, till I picked 
up the first one.  The headline was "Japs Bomb Pearl Harbor."  The next one 

was "Germans Invade Russia," while the next one read "Reich Calls It Quits."  
You get the drift. 

 
Well that gave me--quick learner that I am--a clue that I better be more care-
ful about going through the enormous piles of papers.  So recently I was de-

lighted to find the five or six sheets of blue paper covered with small handwrit-
ing I was examining were the diary of a Confederate soldier from 1864.  

Though the calligraphy is beautiful, it is hard to read, so for the past two 
weeks I have been trying to read and type up the diary.   It is slow going to 
say the least, with many passages where you read over and over without be-

ing able to decipher it, only to have it come to you all of a sudden.  For exam-
ple, I poured over one phrase at length but couldn't make it out.  At last it 
came to me--the phrase was "parole camp."  So far the diary is pretty dull, the 

unit is in camp in February, 1864 in Demopolis, Alabama.  There is no clue to 
this point who the writer is, or what unit he is with.  When I get further along 

I will bring the diary to our meeting so you can see it. 
 
It is a pity that political correctness has been so harsh recently on Nathan 

Bedford Forrest, for if the War Between the States produced any military gi-
ants he surely is one.  Reading the book that John Morton, Forrest's artillery 

chief, wrote about his time with Forrest, I was struck with two rather offhand 
remarks Morton make about Forrest, given the significance of both pieces of 
information. 

 
First, Morton writes that "perhaps the most successful feature of General 
Forrest's methods was his liberal employment of scouts."  Morton relates that 

General Forrest's reputation for daring and adventure attracted a number of 
kindred souls to Forrest's service, so Forrest never lacked for intrepid men who 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Towels Used to Please God 

  
In John 13:4, Jesus used a towel to help Him be a 

servant like Moses had a rod used to tend sheep, 
used in the plaques, defeated the Midianites, 
parted the Red Sea, and hit a rock and water came 

forth! 
 
What in your hands is used to please God--like love 

for history, your hobby, your job and the list goes 
on! 
 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

were willing to take great risks to obtain and bring back 
information.  Morton says that Forrest's "unerring eye 

and judgment for the peculiar fitness of a man"  led  
Forrest to always pick out men who were reliable and 
competent.  The bottom line was that Forrest was al-

ways well informed about the location, strength and 
intentions of the Yankees, and any arm-chair warrior 
can see what an advantage this would be.  

 
The second area Morton mentioned was the repeated 

success Forrest had in spreading "greatly exaggerated 
reports of the strength of his forces."  Morton noted 
that there was no device or action for creating this 

false impression that Forrest would not undertake, and 
he never ignored or overlooked a chance to spread this 

"fake news."   When in the presence of the Federals 
Forrest would constantly beat drums from widely scat-
tered locations, light fires over wide areas to give the 

impression of tremendous camps,  parade artillery in 
continuous circles, and dismount cavalry and march 

them around as infantry.  On one of Forrest's raids, 
near Athens, Alabama, these ruses were so successful 
that the Federal estimates of Forrest's strength grew 

continuously. 
 
 Forrest actually had 2,500 men, of whom only 1,500 

were fully equipped. The first report, from a Federal 
officer on the Tennessee River, was that Forrest had 

moved with "3,000 infantry, 800 cavalry and six guns."    
The next report sent to General Grant was that Forrest 
had almost ten thousand men,  and a week later the 

reports said Forrest had "almost twenty thousand 
men."  In the meantime, Forrest had moved down a 

critical railroad, capturing fort after blockhouse without 
any fighting, as the Yankees were convinced by the 
"reports" referred to above that Forrest had over-

whelming numbers, rendering resistance futile.  
 
Speaking of General Forrest, let me mention in passing 

what General Sherman wrote after the Battle of Brice's 
Crossroads.  He instructed General McPherson to move 

a sufficient force to Memphis to pursue Forrest, 
"devastating the land over which [Forrest] has passed 
or may pass."   Sherman is famous for supposedly say-

ing "War is hell," but history has been remarkably silent 
in pointing out it was people like Sherman who were 

responsible for making war "hell." 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
This little episode of a 

Southern slave leading a 
white Yankee soldier 
through a Northern vil-

lage, alone and of his 
own accord, would not 
have been gratifying to 

an abolitionist.  Nor 
would the sympathizers 

both in England and in 
the North feel encour-
aged if they could hear the language of detesta-

tion and contempt with which the numerous ne-
groes with the Southern armies speak of their 

“liberators.”  Sir Arthur Fremantle, 1863. 
 
Source: “Three Months in the Southern States: 

April, June, 1863,” by Fremantle, Arthur James 
Lyon, Sir, 1835-1901 (This work is the property of 

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.)  
Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/
fremantle/fremantle.html  

Photo used: Artist unknown 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 1) 
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EARLY IN THE WAR... 

 
One of the first acts of Jefferson Davis as president of 

the Confederate States of America was to send a 
peace delegation, led by former President Tyler to 
Washington, D.C., in an effort to establish peaceful 

relations with the North. Lincoln would not even meet 
with the delegation. 
 

The new Confederate government was willing to pay 
its portion of the national debt and for Southern mili-

tary installations seized after secession. 
 
Photo: unknown soldier 

 
DTH 

Sergeant William T. Biedler, 16 years old, of Com-

pany C, Mosby's Virginia Cavalry Regiment with 
flintlock musket, c. 1861-65 

 
War History Online, shared on Grady  Howell’s 

Facebook page 
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DESERTERS IN THE UNION ARMY 

 
 “Many and many a man deserted in the winter of 

1862-63 because of Lincoln’s emancipation proc-
lamation. The soldiers did not believe that Lincoln 
had the right to issue it. They refused to fight. 

Lincoln knew that hundreds of the soldiers were 
being urged by parents and friends, hostile to him 
and his administration, to desert.” McClure’s 

Magazine, Jan. 1893, p.165. 
 

By 1864 opposition to the war and to Lincoln in 
the North was violent, bitter and almost universal. 
The people knew that he had: 

 
Violated their personal liberty 

Violated their Constitutional rights 
Violated liberty of the press 
Had assumed the position of military dictator 

Had repulsed the Confederate peace commission-
ers 

Had refused to use any means, but bloody force, to 
achieve peace 
 

Photo: “The Deserters Fate”, [Civil War-era carte 
de visite portrait of a Union soldier, killed for de-
sertion, with a firing squad looming behind. 

 
DTH 

The bible belonging to Con-

federate soldier C. Robey, 
who was wounded on the 

third day of Gettysburg. 
 
Editor’s note:  No unit desig-

nation was provided for 
Robey. 
 

DTH 
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155 YEARS AGO--AUGUST 13, 1863 

 
REVENGE VOWED FOR JAIL DISASTER IN KANSAS CITY 

 
Union officials claim the collapse of the jail building in Kansas City, Missouri, which killed four 

women and injured several others, was an accident. 
 
Among the dead was Josephine Anderson, the 14-year-old sister of Bloody Bill Anderson. His other 

sister, Mary Anderson, suffered both legs broken. Charity Kerr, sister of John McCorkle, as well as 
Susan Vandever and Armenia Whitsett Selvey, both cousins of Cole Younger, were also killed. 

 
Some witnesses claimed the inner structures and supports of the jail were weakened by Union 
troops, so it would collapse. 

 
William C. Quantrill and his followers vowed the Unionists would pay dearly. Payback would come 

just one week later at Lawrence, Kansas. 
 

Shared to the SCV Facebook page. 

Editor’s Note:  Since I have made use of material from the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage so 
often in the newsletter, I thought I’d help that group by passing on an advertisement they posted: 
 
Arm yourself with the TRUTH… 
 
Are you tired of hearing the arguments that the Civil War was fought to end slavery? Would you like to 

communicate the truth in an intelligent manner? 
 
Then this for you. Over an hour of powerful facts giving you the knowledge to “Defend the Heritage,” be-

cause if you don’t… who will? 
 

Get this valuable information while you still can. 
 

Link to Purchase of CD:  http://mestasmusicals.com/heritage-home  

Josephine Anderson headston 
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Editor’s note:  The following prayer was posted on the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage without 
any indication as to author or origin.  Since we can always use more prayer, I’m offering it here. 
 

* * * * * 
Our Father, 
Thank you for yet another week that you have allowed us to enjoy. Thank you for your loving kindness 

and protection and show us the need to prepare for the future. All our preparations are nothing, however, 
if we fail to prepare for eternity by trusting you as our personal Lord and Savior! Thank you for your great 
salvation, purchased through your death on a cruel cross, paying for the sins of all mankind - making 

available to each one that trusts you, the promise of a heavenly home! Give us peace in the midst of the 
storms that come our way in life! Keep us safe as we stand for truth. 

 
Jesus, I pray that we would be reminded that you are in total control and express your love and spirit as 
we reach out to our neighbors at all times. We thank you for the joys you allow us in life and ask your 

guidance and direction through it. You are the Great Physician and all healing comes through you! You are 
the Prince of Peace and only you can give peace that passes all understanding! You are the King of Kings 

and everything is well in hand with you! Use your people to minister to this world that is lost and dying in 
sin! Help us to always look to your cross as the world's most enduring memorial as it reminds us of the 
price you were willing to pay to redeem mankind! I pray that you would be with those participating in heri-

tage events this weekend! 
 

Lord, You have made us part of a rich Southern Heritage that has you as it's centerpiece! Thank you for 
ancestors that trusted in you, that you - alone - brought through the ordeals heaped upon them by un-
godly individuals. We can be no less committed to you as we seek to reveal the truth for you are the 

source of all truth! Strengthen us as we stand in truth. The evil one loves darkness and lies, our task is to 
cast out darkness with your light! May all we do give you glory and bring honour to those that have gone 
before us! All this we pray in the holy name of Jesus Christ - Amen! 

 
DTH 
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MESSAGE FROM LT. GEN. JUBAL EARLY… 

 
As a member of the Virginia Convention, I voted against the ordinance of secession on its pas-

sage by that body, with the hope that even then, the collision of arms might be avoided and 
some satisfactory adjustment arrived at. The adoption of that ordinance wrung from me bitter 

tears of grief; but I at once recognized my duty to abide the de-
cision of my native State, and to defend her soil against invasion. 
Any scruples which I may have entertained as to the right of se-

cession were soon dispelled by the unconstitutional measures of 
the authorities at Washington and the frenzied clamor of the 

people of the North for war upon their former brethren of the 
South. I recognized the right of resistance and revolution as ex-
ercised by our fathers in 1776 and without cavil as to the name 

by which it was called, I entered the military service of my State, 
willingly, cheerfully, and zealously… 

 
During the war, slavery was used as a catch-word to arouse the 

passions of a fanatical mob, and to some extent the prejudices of 
the civilized world were excited against us; but the war was not 
made on our part for slavery. High dignitaries in both church and 

state in Old England, and puritans in New England, had partici-
pated in the profits of a trade… 

 
Source: “AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND NARRATIVE OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES,” Lieuten-
ant General Jubal Anderson Early C. S. A., 1912. Link: http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/early/

early.html#early401 
 

DTH 

WILLIAM HOWARD RUSSELL 

 
After traveling by steamboat up the Mississippi River, William Howard 

Russell (a British Reporter for the London Times) took a train across 
the North, reporting on the deficient armaments and inferior phy-
sique of the Union volunteers compared to the swashbuckling Con-

federates. He also lambasted the American press, which he believed 
was responsible for the sectional conflict. 
 

On July 21, 1861, Russell was late for the Battle of Bull Run 
(Manassas, Virginia) and missed most of the fighting. That did not 

prevent him from filing a story on the "cowardly route" and 
"scandalous behavior" of the retreating Union troops. His dispatch to 
the London Times provoked a firestorm of criticism in the Union 

press. 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/harp/0412.html 
Photo: William Howard Russell 
 

DTH 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/early/early.html#early401
http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/early/early.html#early401
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

During the war, what were 

Southerners referring to 

when they mentioned 

“fireballs”? 

 

 

July’s question asked: 

Which Confederate rode a 

horse named “Fire-Eater”? 

 

The answer: 

A.S. Johnson 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 


