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The program for July’s meeting turned 

out to be one presented by Al Ar-

nold who discussed his Civil War 
ancestor who took care of General 

Lee’s horse, “Traveler." 
Ron Stowers has informed me that the 

August meeting program will be pre-

sented by Dr. David Harris of Vicks-

burg.  He will discuss and display the 

various medical treatments and imple-

ments used during the War. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  August 26, 2019,  6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

August Meeting 
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Traveler’s 

Caretaker 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T hen saith the woman of 
Samaria unto him, How 

is it that thou, being a Jew, 
askest drink of me, which am 
a woman of Samaria? for the 
Jews have no dealings with 
the Samaritans. 

J esus answered and said 
unto her, If thou knewest 

the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith to thee, Give me to 
drink; thou wouldest have 
asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water. 

T he woman saith unto 
him, Sir, thou hast noth-

ing to draw with, and the 
well is deep: from whence 
then hast thou that living 
water? 

A rt thou greater than 
our father Jacob, which 

gave us the well, and drank 
thereof himself, and his chil-
dren, and his cattle? 

J esus answered and said 
unto her, Whosoever drin-

keth of this water shall thirst 
again: 

B ut whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall 

give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into ever-
lasting life. 
 

John  4:9-14 
(KJV) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“The universal practice of carrying 

arms in the South is undoubtedly the 
cause of occasional loss of life, and is 
much to be regretted. On the other 

hand, this custom renders alterca-
tions and quarrels of very rare occur-

rence, for people are naturally careful 
what they say when a bullet may be 
the probable result.” 

—LtC Sir Arthur James Lyon Freman-
tle, HM Coldstream Guards, 24 May 

1863. 
 
DTH 
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Calendar 

August 26, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

September 23, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

October 28, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

November 25, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

December 16?, 2019 

Annual Christmas Social  

of Camp 635 at the Ma-

sonic Lodge, Madison, 

MS 

 

January 27, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

You SCV fellows have read in this column over the years of the great admira-
tion I have for Robert E. Lee.  Well just a notch below the regard I have for 
Marse Robert is the admiration I have for General Nathan Bedford Forrest.  

After the war Forrest wrote that the records of his adjutant general reflected 
that over four years Forrest had captured over 31,000 Yankees.  It’s a pity 
there were so many of the rascals to capture. 

 
For some reason the other day I thought of an exchange I had with one of the 

men who were the caretakers at our hunting club on the Mississippi River dec-
ades ago. It was about his brother, whom we called "Dad."  Dad was almost 
ninety years old.  I inquired about Dad's health and his brother replied "To tell 

you the truth Robert, Dad has gotten kind of sot in his ways and he is hard to 
get along with."  Imagine that, at ninety years old.     

 
That reminded me of a story about General Forrest's Mother, of whom it was 
said that she too "was set in her ways."  So I relate this tale, to show you boys 

the Forrest apple did not fall far from the maternal tree. 
 
General Forrest's Father was named William Forrest.  Sixteen years after Gen-

eral Forrest was born in 1821 his Father died, leaving young Nathan at sixteen 
the man in the house.  Four years later his Mother Miriam Forrest remarried, 

to a man named Luxton, subsequently adding  
four more children to her family.      
 

In 1861, when the war broke out,  Mrs. Luxton and her family lived on a farm 
a few miles from Memphis, on the Raleigh Road.  At that time the oldest of 

her four Luxton children, Joseph Luxton, was eighteen years old and had for 
some time been employed as a clerk in a store in Memphis.  Joseph joined one 
of the military companies being formed in Memphis and one Friday afternoon 

appeared at home in his new gray uniform.  
 
One of the ways his Mother was "sot" in was her belief that no corn meal was 

as good as that ground from corn grown on her farm.  She would personally 
supervise the shelling of  the corn she was going to use for personal consump-

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Everything is Meaningless!! 
 
When I read this in Ecclesiastes 1:2 which means in 

Hebrew, "vapor", I remember a scene in Gone With 
the Wind where Mr. O'Hara ran, shouting, It 's 
Over! It's Over! The war is over!! A writer writing 

about Solomon in 4:4-12, 'he reminds us of the 
meaning and satisfaction we find in community 
with others! When you face meaningless times in 

your life, remember Ecclesiastes 1:2! 

 

  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

dumbfounded by this impertinence, pausing in mid 

pour.  Recovering, she then put the coffee pot down 
and marched out into the front yard and cut off three 

or four long peachtree switches.  Going back inside the 
house, she sailed upstairs, hauled the young adherent 
of Mars out of bed, and proceeded to give the budding 

Napoleon a thrashing with the switches Joseph would 
never forget.    
 

The net result was Joseph quickly changed his views 
about going to the mill.  He instantly put on a suit of 

old clothes, mounted a waiting horse with the sack of 
corn behind him, and galloped off to the mill.  Mrs. 
Luxton came back into the breakfast room, her face 

red and her eyes flashing after the incident I relate 
above. Sitting down with the rest of her family, General 

Forrest's Mother remarked "Soldier or no soldier, my 
children will mind me as long as I live." 
 

You know, I suspect Mrs. Forrest/Luxton graduated 
from the same school of child discipline most of us 

were required to attend growing up.  A thrashing was 
something my young, thick head understood, if not the 
only thing.   I wonder if this old fashioned method was 

more in vogue these days if we would have all the nut-
cases who commit these horrendous mass shootings.  
Just a thought. 

tion to make sure none of the poor kernels at the 
point of the cob were put in the corn to be 

ground up.  Every Saturday morning she would 
send one of her sons to the mill to have this corn 
ground under his supervision. 

 
On the Friday when Joseph appeared at home in 
his new uniform Mrs. Luxton informed him, 

"Joseph, I want you to get up early and go to the 
mill with that sack of corn to have it ground."  

Joseph did not reply, but went to bed with the 
thought to himself that hauling corn to a flour mill 
to be ground was well beneath the dignity of a 

brand new Confederate soldier.  
 

Mrs. Luxton came from the same horologic school 
as Stonewall Jackson, and had breakfast by can-
dle light at "early dawn."  The next morning she 

sent one of the servants to get Joseph up so he 
could have breakfast and go to the mill.  The ser-

vant returned bearing a message from Joseph 
that "he did not intend to go to the mill, she 
might as well send one of the servants." This 

message was delivered to Mrs. Luxton as she was 
pouring coffee from a pot she had in hand. 
 

The narrator recorded that Mrs. Luxton seemed 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Editor’s note:  The following two articles have to do with how “enemies” of the US were treated during or 
as a result of the war.  The first article about the Dakota Indian war was not directly connected to the US/CS 
conflict but took place while the war was going on.  The second article is a repeat from about six years ago 
but I think it bears a re-read.  The key identifying the photo subjects in the first article is at the end of the 
article 

THE FIRST INCIDENT LEADING TO THE DAKOTA WAR OF 1862 WAS ON THIS DAY 

 
Armed conflict in 1862 within the territory and waters of the United States of America was not restricted to 

the military and partisans of the Confederacy and their Union counterparts. For example, on August 17, 
1862, a war broke out in southeastern Minnesota between many of the Dakota people and the local Euro-
American settlers when a band of Dakota killed five settlers, mutilating their bodies in ritual fashion. 

 
THE CAUSE: 

"Hunger was widespread throughout Dakota lands in Minnesota. Since crops had been poor in 1861, the Da-
kota had little food stored for the “starving winter” of 1861-62. Their reservation supported no game, and 
increasing settlement off the reservation meant more competition with Euro-Americans hunting for meat. 

Reports about government agents' corrupt treatment of the Dakota were ignored. Factionalism continued 
among the Dakota, as those who maintained traditional ways saw that only those who had acculturated were 
reaping government support. Finally, a delayed treaty payment [the Dakota were promised annual federal 

annuity payments in gold, but the Civil War helped to cause a delay of its distribution] made traders nervous, 
and many of them cut off credit to Dakota hunters." 

 
"Andrew Myrick was ... a trader at the Lower Sioux Agency at the time of 
the U.S.-Dakota War and is often considered in part responsible for the 

start of the war... He is credited with saying: ""So far as I am concerned, 
if they are hungry let them eat grass or their own dung." On August 18, 

1862, at the start of the U.S.-Dakota War, Myrick was killed while trying 
to run away from the Lower Agency, one of the first whites to die. Stories 
say he was found with grass stuffed in his mouth." Read more about him 

and his role at: https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/andrew-myrick. 
 

The Dakota were led by Little Crow (Taoyateduta), Mdewakanton Dakota, 
who said to agent Thomas Galbraith in 1862 before the war: "We have 
waited a long time. The money is ours but we cannot get it. We have no 

food but here these stores are filled with food. We ask that you, the 
agent, make some arrangement so we can get 
food from the stores, or else we may take our 

own way to keep ourselves from starving. When men are hungry, they help them-
selves." To learn more about Little Crow and his efforts to acculturate to Euro-

American ways, see: https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/taoyateduta-little-crow. 
 
Indian Agent Thomas Galbraith refused to distribute food to the Dakota, and 

though Dakota farmers shared food with their relatives throughout the summer of 
1862, it wasn’t enough. To read more about the difficult position into which 

Galbraith had been placed, read: https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/thomas-j-
galbraith. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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WAR BREAKS OUT: 
Four Dakota hunters killed five white settlers at Acton Township, Meeker County, on August 17, 1862. Later, 

Wambditanka (Big Eagle) identified these young men: 
 
"You know how the war started — by the killing of some white people near Acton, in Meeker County. I will 

tell you how this was done, as it was told me by all of the four young men who did the killing. These young 
fellows all belonged to Shakopee's band. Their names were Sungigidan (“Brown Wing”), Kaomdeiyeyedan 
(“Breaking Up”), Nagiwicakte (“Killing Ghost”), and Pazoiyopa (“Runs Against Something When Crawling”)." 

 
Fleeing to their village, they beg for protection. Leaders of the soldiers’ lodge appeal to Taoyateduta (Little 

Crow) to lead them in war on the whites. Reluctantly, he agreed. 
 
Some Dakota seized that moment to declare war to reclaim their homelands from the whites who would not 

keep their promises. In the early morning hours of August 18, they went to war. 
 

LITTLE CROW EXPLAINS 
On September 7, 1862 — three weeks into the fighting — Little Crow sent a 
letter to Henry Sibley [Minnesota's first governor and the military com-

mander during the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862] who undertook punitive expe-
ditions against the Dakota people] pinpointing the reasons his soldiers went 

to war. Little Crow’s letter condenses decades of frustration over misuse of 
government funds, late annuity payments, and poor relations between gov-
ernment officials and Dakota leaders into a few terse sentences. 

 
"Dear Sir – For what reason we have commenced this war I will tell you. it is 
on account of Maj. Galbrait [sic] we made a treaty with the Government a 

big for what little we do get and then cant get it till our children was dieing 
with hunger – it is with the traders that commence Mr A[ndrew] J Myrick told 

the Indians that they would eat grass or their own dung. Then Mr [William] 
Forbes told the lower Sioux that [they] were not men [,] then [Louis] Robert 
he was working with his friends how to defraud us of our money, if the 

young braves have push the white men I have done this myself." 
 

LITTLE CROW LEAVES MINNESOTA 
On September 23: 1862, a force under the command of Henry H. Sibley defeated a Dakota force led by Little 
Crow at Wood Lake near the Yellow Medicine River. The following day, Little Crow and his followers fled 

westward, attempting to gather support for a continued war in the west and Canada. 
 
LITTLE CROW'S DEATH: 

After returning to Minnesota, Little Crow was shot and killed on July 3, 1863 by 
two white settlers, a man and his son. He was scalped and his body was taken 

to Hutchinson, Minnesota, where it was ritually humiliated and mutilated by 
white settlers. For many years some of his remains were put on display by the 
Minnesota Historical Society before being returned to his descendants for burial. 

 
Images below: 

1. Carte de visite detail depicting Little Crow, by Joel E. Whitney, under the title 
of "Little Crow, a Sioux chief and leader of the Indian Massacre of 1862 in Min-
nesota," courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society. http://

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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collections.mnhs.org/cms/display?irn=10800757 
2. Detail from a photograph showing Thomas Galbraith, 1861, 

from: https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/thomas-j-galbraith. 
3. A carte de visite of Henry Sibley, 1862, by Whitney's Gallery, 
from: https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/multimedia/henry-

sibley. 
4. Detail from a photo print of Little Crow's wife, c. 1860, Min-
nesota Historical Society.  

5. Detail from a photograph of "Little Crow's wife and two chil-
dren at Fort Snelling prison compound," 1864, by Benjamin F. 

Upton. 
 
(Note:  All photos edited by cropping and adjusting brightness/

ontrast for best appearance.) 
 

Published on the Facebook page of The Center for Civil War 
Photography.  Shared on the Facebook page of H. Grady How-
ell, Jr., Historian and Author. 

(Continued from page 5) 

FIRST PERSON ACCOUNT: FEDERAL TROOPS IN MISSISSIPPI 

 
It is easy for a Yankee to say, “Just get over it!” when there are no personal histories regarding their families 

being unjustly terrorized by the enemy during the WBTS. One of these incidents where innocent civilians were 
terrorized and murdered by the invading Union Army occurred a short distance north of Oxford, Mississippi. It 
is as follows: 

 
The citizens were aware that Grant's forces were at hand, and that they might be expected at any moment to 

make their appearance; but being themselves unarmed and defenseless, they apprehended no personal dan-
ger, and many of them, led by curiosity, remained upon the street. They were destined shortly to be unde-
ceived. 

 
The Federal advance, consisting of Kansas and Wisconsin cavalry, armed with repeating rifles, rushed into the 
town like a whirlwind, firing indiscriminately upon every one found in the streets. A boy of fourteen, the son of 

a widowed mother, was shot down while he was chopping wood in the yard. A negro man, belonging to Mr. E. 
E. Chilton, went to a gate with a couple of his master's children, to look at the soldiers as they passed. A volley 

was directed at the group, and the poor negro fell, shot through both thighs. An elderly citizen, quietly walking 
along the street, was fired on by a squad of cavalry. Drawing a white handkerchief from his pocket, he waved 
it at them in token of surrender. The murderous wretches replied by another volley. He then endeavored to 

gain the shelter of a neighboring building, and, as he ran, the soldiers galloped forward and sent a third volley 
after him, but he escaped unhurt. Doubtless, had the workmanship of the "Union" soldiers been commensurate 

with their malignity, at least two score of inoffensive citizens would then have been butchered in cold blood, 
for more than fifty of them were fired on. It is almost needless to observe that this conduct of the troops was 
not provoked by any attempted resistance on the part of the citizens. 

 
The cavalry rapidly scoured the different streets of the town, and then, finding that they had no armed ene-

mies to fear, they commenced the work of pillage and destruction. It was late in the afternoon when they en-
tered the town. Before the morning dawned again, the place had been so thoroughly sacked that little re-

(Continued on page 7) 
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mained to tempt the cupidity of the spoiler. 
"Jayhawkers" well understood the art of "making 

night hideous" to the inhabitants, whose dwell-
ings were overrun by ferocious and brutal ruffi-
ans, many of them intoxicated, who searched 

everywhere for valuables, appropriated all that 
they coveted, including, in many cases, the per-
sonal ornaments and even the dresses of ladies; 

demanding the surrender of watches and money 
at the mouth of the pistol, and wantonly destroy-

ing what they were unable to remove. Looking-
glasses were smashed, pianos broken up, car-
pets cut to pieces, china demolished, paintings 

mutilated by thrusting bayonets through them, 
windows destroyed, feather beds ripped up and 

their contents given to the winds, and, in many cases, the large stocks of provisions which the families of that 
region were accustomed to keep in their smoke houses, were rendered unfit for food by knocking in the heads 
of barrels containing sugar, molasses, flour, vinegar, etc., and mingling all together with salt and ordure from 

the stable. 
 

Many a family, who on the morning of the 2nd of December, were surrounded with every comfort and supplied 
with stores sufficient for twelve months, twenty-four hours thereafter, were without a morsel of food upon 
their premises, or even the means of preparing the most simple meal, for they had been deprived of every-

thing that could serve as a cooking utensil. From time to time, during the 3rd and 4th of December, fresh bod-
ies of Federal troops arrived in the town, and these, in turn, swarmed through every habitation, eagerly seek-
ing to glean something from the wreck that had been left by their comrades, and exasperated against the citi-

zens because they had so little remaining to be plundered. 
 

In one instance a negro woman was encouraged to make a personal assault upon her mistress, and armed 
soldiers stood by, declaring that they would shoot the latter if she resisted. Refined and delicate ladies were 
compelled to listen to every species of profane and obscene language; to submit to the grossest and most 

cruel insults, and, too often, even to the only outrages that can be perpetrated against womanhood. 
 

SOURCE: “CRIMES OF THE CIVIL WAR AND CURSE OF THE FUNDING SYSTEM,” by Henry Clay Dean, 1868. 
Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/details/crimesofcivilwar00dean 
 

DTH 

(Continued from page 6) 

NORTHERNER’S FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE WITH SLAVERY— APPARENTLY “FAKE NEWS” IS NO NEW 

THING 
 

This Northerner’s first person account sheds light on the real condition of the Southern slave in the 1850’s… As 

you can see, what he was taught in the North was far from the reality he witnessed. 
 

“I wish they could somehow be reached - the tens of thousands of candid, and honest, and good abolitionists, 
who are such only because they honestly think that Southern slavery is the horrible thing that they have heard 

it represented to be. If they could be reached, and made to know what it really is, and not what it had 

seemed to them through a dark glass of imposition, which had been practiced upon them, they would see that 
the horrors of slavery, which had so excited their hatred and sympathy, is abolished already in our country; 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://archive.org/details/crimesofcivilwar00dean
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Alfred Holt Colquitt, 1824-1894. Col., 27th Georgia Infantry 

 
The commander of the famed Colquitt’s Brigade, he led Confederate 

troops in some of the most desperate fighting of the war. Part of Stone-
wall Jackson’s command, Colquitt and his men fought at the Battles of 
South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. Sent 

south to defend the Carolina’s, Colquitt’s Brigade rapidly moved south to 
reinforce Southern forces in Florida fighting against an invasion by Union 

troops. 
 
Attaining the rank of major general; Governor of Georgia 1876-1880; re-

elected under a new constitution for two years; elected as a Democrat to 
the United States Senate in 1883; reelected in 1888 and served from 
March 4, 1883, until his death in Washington, D.C., March 26, 1894; 

chairman, Committee on Post Office and Post Roads (Fifty-third Con-
gress); interment in Rose Hill Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Ga. 

 
DTH 

IF ONLY 

 
Alexander Hunter was born in Norfolk Virginia, 4th of June 1843. His parent’s plantation, Abingdon, is now 

D.C. National (Ronald Reagan) Airport. During the war he served in the Mosby's Rangers and the Black Horse 
Cavalry. After the war he wrote three books. In his book “Johnny Reb and Billy Yank,” Alexander Hunter was 
repeating a quotation General Lee made that was reported by one of Lee’s intimate friends, the Reverend J. 

Williams Jones…. 
 

“If I had Stonewall Jackson at Gettysburg I would have won that fight and a complete victory which would 
have given us Washington and Baltimore, if not Philadelphia, and would have established the independence of 
the Confederacy.” General Lee to the Rev. Jones 

 
Source: “Johnny Reb and Billy Yank,” by 
Alexander Hunter, 1905. 

 
Photo: Art work of Donald Troiani: 

“Decision at Dawn.” Early morning, Thurs-
day July 2, 1863, General Robert E. Lee 
surveys the Union position from a tree line 

along Seminary Ridge. While in quiet 
thought as to his next move, Lt. Colonel 

Charles Marshall, Major John W. Fairfax 
and Lt. General A.P. Hill await his decision. 
 

DTH 
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Texas Jack Vermillion 

 
Texas Jack Vermillion (Civil War Enlistment Photo shown) was well known 

(post-war) for his participation with Wyatt Earp in the Earp Vendetta Ride af-
ter the Clantons had killed Morgan Earp in 1882. 
 

He was a Confederate civil war veteran and fought under the command of 
General J.E.B Stuart. 

 
Jack eventually wound up in Kansas in the late 1870s. He went to Tomb-
stone, Arizona, from Dodge City, Kansas, where he possibly previously knew 

the Earps and also perhaps Doc Holiday. He was listed by Virgil as special po-
liceman (i.e., deputy city policeman) June 22, 1881. This is the day of the 
large Tombstone fire of 1881, with which Virgil had to cope as acting city 

marshal; the date suggests that Jack is one of the extra men Virgil hired to 
help cope with looting, during and after the disaster. 

 
The origin of Texas Jack, Vermillion’s nickname, is unknown, but he is first 
listed by this moniker on a wanted poster, for shooting a man during an argu-

ment at cards. When asked about why he was called Texas Jack, he replied “Because I’m from Virginia.” 
 

Vermillion did not accompany Virgil Earp as a member of the protective squad which escorted him to Tucson, 
March 20, 1882. Instead, Vermillion joined the vendetta posse March 21, 1882 in Tombstone, a day after the 
killing of Frank Stilwell in Tucson, thus Vermillion was not one of the 5 men indicted for Stilwell’s killing. Ver-

million may have participated in the Earp posse more as friend of Holliday, who was also a Methodist and fel-
low southerner. Note that Holliday’s father had also served as a Confederate soldier. 

 
He returned to Virginia 1890. Being a Virginian it is believed he got the nickname Texas Jack because he pre-
ferred to ride horses from Texas. 

 
DTH 

and that nothing is left but gratuitous mischief for the agitators to 
do.”  

 
Source: “THE PLANTER: OR, THIRTEEN YEARS IN THE SOUTH BY A 
NORTHERN MAN” By David Brown, 1853 

 
Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/brownd/
summary.html 

 
Photo used: Aunt Martha and Children, Slaves, Nashville, Tenn. 

1860. From: Randolph Linsly Simpson African-American collection. 
 
DTH 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

Besides Henry Wirz, who 

was tried and convicted of 

war crimes at Camp Sum-

ter, better known as Ander-

sonville? 

 

July’s question asked: 

 (This will be easy for 

some.)  Stonewall Jackson 

was wounded at Chancel-

lorsville but where did he 

die? 

 

The answer: 

.Guinea Station, Virginia 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

CARNOT POSEY (1818-1863) 
 
Carnot Posey, a planter, lawyer, 

and Confederate brigadier gen-
eral, was born on this day in 
Woodville, Mississippi in 1818. 

Posey attended college in Jack-
son, Louisiana, before studying 

at the University of Virginia Law 
School in the 1830s. Returning 
to Woodville, he established a 

law practice. In 1846, he joined 
the Mississippi Rifles as a first 
lieutenant. He was wounded at 

Buena Vista in February 1847. 
After the Mexican War, he re-

sumed his law practice and was 
then appointed as a U.S. district 
attorney by President Buchan-

nan, a position he resigned 
from in 1861 with Mississippi's 

secession. 
 
In May 1861, Posey entered 

Confederate service in Corinth as colonel of the 16th Mississippi Infantry. 
Throughout 1861–1862 he served at commander of the 16th Mississippi as part 
of “Stonewall” Jackson’s army during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign, as well 

as in the Seven Days’ battles. Posey also served at Second Manassas, Harpers 
Ferry, and Antietam, where his actions earned him a promotion to brigadier gen-

eral. Following the battle of Fredericksburg, he led a brigade of Mississippian 
troops and distinguished himself at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. Following the 
Confederate defeat at Gettysburg and subsequent retreat into Virginia, Posey 

suffered a serious wound to the thigh at the battle of Bristoe Station on October 
14, 1863. The wound became infected and he died on November 13, 1863 in 

Charlottesville, Virginia. He is buried in the University of Virginia cemetery. His 
home, built ca. 1845, still stands in Woodville. 
 

From the Facebook page of Civil War in Mississippi. 


