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Although there was no program for the 

November meeting, the gallery was 

available and appears to be more cer-

tainly available for future meeting.  

The meeting was used to discuss things 

of interest to the camp and to set an 

earlier December meeting date so as to 

avoid conflict with Christmas. 

 

Dan Duggan presented “this day in the 

WBTS” (November 28). 

 

The “Dixie Hummingbirds” provided 

music. 

The December meeting will be held a 

week earlier that normal to avoid con-

flicts with Christmas.  The usual 

Christmas Social will be held.  Please 

bring you favorite finger-food or eas-

ily served dish to add to what is usu-

ally a highly varied holiday party re-

past.  The “Dixie Hummingbirds” and 

possibly others will provide some mu-

sic to round out the fellowship. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, es-

pecially new recruits! 

 

When:  December 19, 2017,  5:00 

pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, 

State St., Jackson. 

December Meeting  

One Week Earlier than Nor-

November Meeting 
Report 
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I n the beginning was 
the Word, and the 

Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 

T he same was in the 
beginning with 

God. 

A ll things were 
made by him; 

and without him was 
not any thing made 
that was made. 

I n him was life; and 
the life was the light 

of men. 

A nd the light shi-
neth in darkness; 

and the darkness com-
prehended it not. 

T here was a man 
sent from God, 

whose name was John. 

T he same came for 
a witness, to bear 

witness of the Light, 
that all men through 
him might believe. 
 

John 1:1-7 
(KJV) 

 

From the editor: 

 

I thought I’d fill a little space and 

remind camp members that (for 

health reasons) it may be necessary 

that I reduce my efforts on the 

camp’s newsletter and web site.  If 

there is someone (especially a 

younger person) who would like to 

get involved with the newsletter, 

now would be a good time to step 

forward. 
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Calendar 

December 19, 2017 
Christmas social of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

January 23, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

February 27, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

March 27, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

April 24, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
Well, fellows, this old world has rolled around another year, a year that wasn't 
too kind to Confederate history.  Our accusers are legion, lead by the news 

media, and our defenders are few.  You know there was a fellow who lived in 
Germany back in the 1930s and 40s who preached that if you told a lie often 
enough people would begin to believe it--his name was Adolph Hitler.  

 
Well over and over the media and politicians have announced that the Union 

soldiers marched off in 1861 to end slavery and the only reason the awful 
Confederates took up arms was to defend slavery.  That has become accepted 
by all too many, including those who should know better.  So whenever we 

have a debate over Confederate heritage we generally start off with a false 
premise. 

 
But I thought you would like a bright note and here it is.  Some fellow wrote 
President Eisenhower a letter, asking the President why there was a picture of 

that "traitor" Robert E. Lee on Eisenhower's office wall.  Here is what Ike 
wrote back: 
 

Respecting your August 1 inquiry calling attention to my often ex-
pressed admiration for General Robert E. Lee, I would say, first, that 

we need to understand that at the time of the War Between the States 
the issue of secession had remained unresolved for more than 70 
years.  Men of probity, character, public standing and unquestioned 

loyalty, both North and South, had disagreed over this issue as a mat-
ter of principle from the day our Constitution was adopted.  

 
General Robert E. Lee was, in my estimation, one of the supremely 
gifted men produced by our Nation.  He believed unswervingly in the 

Constitutional validity of his cause which until 1865 was still an argu-
able question in America; he was a poised and inspiring leader, true to 
the high trust reposed in him by millions of his fellow citizens; he was 

thoughtful yet demanding of his officers and men, forbearing with cap-
tured enemies but ingenious, unrelenting and personally courageous in 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

"...PUT ON PATIENCE" 
 

Colossians 3:12 shows that patience is not so much 
something we have in reserve and can draw upon 

as needed, it's something we receive in real time as 
we struggle and wait. Patience is a fruit of the 
Spirit , then we are able to respond with grace 

rather than judgment and anger! 
 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

battle, and never disheartened by a reverse or 
obstacle. Through all his many trials, he re-

mained selfless almost to a fault and unfailing in 
his faith in God.  Taken altogether, he was no-
ble as a leader and as a man, unsullied as I 

read the pages of our history. 
 
From deep conviction, I simply say this; a na-

tion of men of Lee's caliber would be uncon-
querable in spirit and soul.   Indeed, to the de-

gree that present day American youth will strive 
to emulate his rare qualities, including his devo-
tion to this land as revealed in his painstaking 

efforts to help heal the Nation's wounds once 
the bitter struggle was over, we, in our own 

time of danger in a divided world, will be 
strengthened and our love of freedom sus-
tained.  

 
Such are the reasons I proudly display the pic-

ture of this great American on my office wall. 
 
Could anyone have described General Lee any better in 

so short a letter?  I think not.  As I have said in this 
column and whenever asked, the fact there are memo-
rials and statues of General Lee around is not a prob-

lem for this country.  The problem is we don't have 
men of Lee's character in public life and Lee's character 

traits are all too rare in America today.  
 
Remember the campaign slogan "We Like Ike?"   After 

reading what Ike thought about General Lee I suggest 
changing it to "We REALLY Like Ike." 

 
Merry Christmas fellows and may God bless us all in 
the new year. 

(Continued from page 2) 

The following (edited) from the Facebook page of 
the Southern Historical Society relates to when 
Robert was saying in the first part of his column: 
 
WVA illegally seceded from VA and was brought 
into the union as a "slave state" smack dab in the 

middle of the war (June of 1863). If the war had 
been about slavery that state would NOT have 
been brought into the union as a slave state. 

 
The Crittenden-Johnson resolution by Congress in 

July of 1861 which states they were NOT going to 
war to interfere with any domestic institutions. 
 

The Corwin Amendment passed Congress in 
March of 1861 and was sent out to the states to 

be ratified. This amendment would have made 
slavery Constitutionally 
permanent. It would 

have taken a Constitu-
tional Convention to 

change it. Lincoln sup-
ported it and sent copies 
of it around to the se-

ceded states. 
 
The war was NOT over 

slavery.  Period. 
 

You've been lied to. 

Always 

Carry 
Your  

Bible. 
 
It might 

save 
your life. 
 
From the 
internet.  No 
details pro-
vided other 

than the Bible was carried by a soldier in the WBTS. 
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While the war 
raged in the east. 
the Union Army 
spent its time at-
tacking and mur-
dering Native 
Americans, some-
thing that is rarely 
mentioned in dis-
cussions of the War 
Between the 
States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: "The Sand Creek Massacre" by Robert Lindneaux portrays his concept of the assault on the peaceful 

Cheyenne and Arapaho village by the U.S. Army. Courtesy of History Colorado H.6130.37 

 
At dawn on November 29, 1864, approximately 675 U.S. volunteer soldiers commanded by Colonel John M. 
Chivington attacked a village of about 750 Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians along Sand Creek in southeastern 
Colorado Territory. Using small arms and howitzer fire, the troops drove the people out of their camp. While 

many managed to escape the initial onslaught, others, particularly noncombatant women, children, and the 
elderly fled into and up the bottom of the dry stream bed. The soldiers followed, shooting at them as they 

struggled through the sandy earth. At a point several hundred yards above the village, the women and chil-
dren frantically excavated pits and trenches along either side of the streambed to protect themselves. Some 
adult men attempted to hold back the Army with whatever weapons they had managed to retrieve from the 

camp, and at several places along Sand Creek the soldiers shot people from opposite banks and brought for-
ward the howitzers to assault their improvised defenses. Over the course of eight hours the troops killed 

around 230 Cheyenne and Arapaho people composed mostly of women, children, and the elderly. During the 
afternoon and following day, the soldiers wandered over the field committing atrocities on the dead before 
departing the scene on December 1 to resume campaigning. 

 
DTH 

The Sand Creek Massacre 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 



5 

Reveille 

The United Confederate Veterans had general organizational reunions every year across the South. The 

states had their reunions every year. Also, the separate regiments had their reunions every year. Forrest's 
Escort was no exception. You see several Black Confederates and Confederates of color in this photo.  

 
Forrest's Escort was an elite unit of fighting men that pretty much stayed with the General. There were 45 
Black men that rode with Forrest that he took with him when he went to war. These men were his servants, 

whom he referred to as "his men". He gave their "papers" of freedom some 18 months before the war's end 
because he thought he would be killed in battle. Of the 45 men who got their "freedom" 44 stayed with him 
to the war's end.  

 
These men were armed, skilled fighting men. Forrest said of them that better Confederates did not exist.  

 
You see some of his men in this photo.  
 

Taken in Lynchburg, TN 1900 
 

From the Facebook page of the Southern Historical Society. 

Forrest’s Men 

From the memoirs of Henry Kyd Douglas: 
 
“I was crossing the main street of town, when I saw a young lady, Miss Savilla Miller, whom I knew, standing 

on the porch of her father's house, as if unconscious of the danger she was in. At the time the firing was 
very heavy, and ever anon a shell would explode over the town or in the streets, breaking windows, knock-
ing down chimneys, perforating houses and roofs. Otherwise the village was quiet and deserted, as if it was 

given up to ruin. It gave one an odd sensation to witness it. Knowing the great danger to which Miss Savilla 
was exposed, I rode up to protest and ask her to leave. "I will remain here as long as our army is between 

(Continued on page 6) 
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married Kitty Morgan McClung in 1859. This marriage made him brother-in-law to John Hunt Morgan. 
 

On March 1, with the Civil War looming, Hill resigned his commission in the US Army. When Virginia left 
the Union the following month, Hill received command of the 13th Virginia Infantry with the rank of colo-
nel. Assigned to Brigadier General Joseph Johnston's Army of the Shenandoah, the regiment fought well at 

the First Battle of Bull Run that July. After service in the Romney Campaign, Hill received a promotion to 
brigadier general on February 26, 1862, and was given command of the brigade formerly belonging to Ma-
jor General James Longstreet. 

A.P. Hill - The Light Division: 

 
Serving gallantly during the Battle of Williamsburg and the Peninsula Campaign in the spring of 1862, he 
was promoted to major general on May 26. Taking command of the Light Division in Longstreet's wing of 
General Robert E. Lee's army, Hill saw substantial action against his friend McClellan's army during the 

Seven Days Battles in June/July. Falling out with Longstreet, Hill and his division were transferred to serve 
under his former classmate Jackson. Hill quickly became one of Jackson's most reliable commanders and 

fought well at Cedar Mountain (August 9) and played a key role at Second Manassas (August 28-30). 
 
Marching north as part of Lee's invasion of Maryland, Hill began bickering with Jackson. Capturing the Un-

ion garrison at Harpers Ferry on September 15, Hill and his division were left to parole the prisoners while 
Jackson moved to rejoin Lee. Completing this task, Hill and his men departed and reached the army on 

September 17 in time to play a key role in saving the Confederate right flank at the Battle of Antietam. Re-
treating south, Jackson and Hill's relationship continued to deteriorate. 
A.P. Hill - Third Corps: 

 
A colorful character, Hill typically wore a red flannel shirt in combat which became known as his "battle 
shirt." Taking part in the Battle of Fredericksburg on December 13, Hill performed poorly and his men re-

quired reinforcement to prevent a collapse. With the renewal of campaigning in May 1863, Hill took part in 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 7) 

me and the Yankees," she replied with a clam voice, although there was 
excitement in her face. "Won't you have a glass of water?" Before I had 

time to answer, she was gone with her pitcher to the well and in an in-
stant she was back again with a glass in her hand. As she approached 
me, a shell with a shriek in its flight came over the hill, passed just over 

us down the street and exploded not far off. My horse, "Ashby," sank so 
low in his fright that my foot nearly touched the curb, some cowardly 
stragglers on the other side of the street, trying to hide behind a low 

porch, pressed closer to the foundations of the house, but over the face 
of the heroic girl only a faint shadow passed through the house from the 

gable, she took refuge for a little while in the cellar; but when the battle 
ended, she was still holding the fort." — Henry Kyd Douglas, I Rode with 
Stonewall 

 
You can learn more about Henry Kyd Douglas here: 

https://www.civilwar.org/learn/biographies/henry-kyd-douglas 
 
From a Facebook posting by the Civil War Trust, shared by H. Grady Howell, Jr. 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://www.civilwar.org/learn/biographies/henry-kyd-douglas
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Jackson's brilliant flanking march and attack on May 2 at the Battle of Chancellorsville. When Jackson was 
wounded, Hill took over the corps before being wounded in the legs and being forced to cede commander 

to Major General J.E.B. Stuart. 
 
With Jackson's death on May 10, Lee began to reorganize the Army of Northern Virginia. In doing so, he 

promoted Hill to lieutenant general on May 24 and gave him command of the newly formed Third Corps. 
In the wake of the victory, Lee marched north into Pennsylvania. On July 1, Hill's men opened the Battle of 
Gettysburg when they clashed with Brigadier General John Buford's Union cavalry. Successfully driving 

back Union forces in concert with Lieutenant General Richard Ewell's corps, Hill's men took heavy losses. 
A.P. Hill - Overland Campaign: 

 
Largely inactive on July 2, Hill's corps contributed two-thirds of the troops involved in the ill-fated Pickett's 
Charge the next day. Retreating to Virginia, Hill endured perhaps his worst day in command on October 14 

when he was badly defeated at the Battle of Bristoe Station. In May 1864, Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant 
commenced his Overland Campaign against Lee. At the Battle of the Wilderness, Hill came under heavy 

Union assault on May 5. The next day, Union troops renewed their attack and nearly shattered Hill's lines 
when Longstreet arrived with reinforcements. 
 

While fighting shifted south to Spotsylvania Court House, Hill was forced to cede command due to ill 
health. Though traveling with the army, he played no part in the battle. Returning to action, he performed 

poorly at North Anna (May 23-26) and at Cold Harbor (May 31-June 12). After the Confederate victory at 
Cold Harbor, Grant moved to cross the James River and capture Petersburg. Beaten there by Confederate 
forces, he began the Siege of Petersburg. 

 
Settling into the siege lines at Petersburg, Hill's command turned back Union troops at the Battle of the 
Crater and engaged Grant's men several times as they worked to push troops south and west to cut the 

city's rail links. Though commanding at Globe Tavern (August 18-21), Second Ream's Station (August 25), 
and Peebles' Farm (September 30-October 2), 

his health began to deteriorate again and his 
missed actions such as Boydton Plank Road 
(October 27-28). As the armies settled into 

winter quarters in November, Hill continued to 
struggle with his health. 

 
On April 1, 1865, Union troops under Major 
General Philip Sheridan won the key Battle of 

Five Forks west of Petersburg. The next day, 
Grant ordered a massive offensive against 
Lee's overstretched lines in front of the city. 

Surging forward, Major General Horatio 
Wright's VI Corps overwhelmed Hill's troops. 

Riding to the front, Hill encountered Union 
troops and was shot in the chest by Corporal 
John W. Mauck of the 138th Pennsylvania In-

fantry. Initially buried in Chesterfield, VA, his 
body was exhumed in 1867 and moved to 

Richmond's Hollywood Cemetery. 

(Continued from page 6) 

A.P. Hill Statue 

On Laburnum Avenue in 
Richmond, VA 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

Who took over "Stonewall" 

Jackson's division after 

Jackson's death at Chancel-

lorsville?  

 

November’s question 

asked: 

Where did the largest cav-

alry battle of the war take 

place? 

 

The answer:  Brandy Sta-

tion, Virginia on June 9, 

1863. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

The following (with slight editing) was taken from the Facebook page of the 
Robert E. Lee Camp #1640: 
 

A Salute to General Ambrose Powell Hill 
 

Born November 29, 1825, at his family plantation 

near Culpeper, VA, Ambrose Powell Hill was the 
son of Thomas and Frances Hill. Educated locally, 

Hill elected to pursue a military career and re-
ceived an appointment to West Point in 1842. Ar-
riving at the academy, he became close friends 

with his roommate, George B. McClellan. A mid-
dling student, Hill's studies were interrupted in 
1844 after a night of youthful indiscretions in New 

York City. Contracting gonorrhea, he was admitted 
to the academy hospital, but failed to improve dra-

matically. 
 
Sent home to recover, he would be plagued by the 

effects of the disease for the remainder of his life. 
As a result of his health issues, he was held back a 

year at West Point and did not graduate with his 
classmates in 1846, which included notables such 
as Thomas Jackson, George Pickett, John Gibbon, 

and Jesse Reno. Dropping into the Class of 1847, 
he soon befriended Ambrose Burnside and Henry Heth. 

 
Graduating on June 19, 1847, Hill ranked 15th in a class of 38. Commissioned a 
second lieutenant, he received orders to join the 1st US Artillery which was en-

gaged in the Mexican-American War. 
 
Arriving in Mexico, Hill saw little action as the bulk of the fighting had finished. 

Returning north, he received a posting to Fort McHenry in 1848. The following 
year saw him assigned to Florida to aid in fighting the Seminoles. Hill spent the 

majority of the next six years in Florida with a brief interlude in Texas. An un-
healthy climate, he contracted yellow fever in 1855. Surviving, he received a 
transfer to Washington, DC to work with the US Coast Survey. While there, he 

(Continued on page 6) 


