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At the November meeting the attend-
ing camp members voted to relocate 

the meetings permanently to the Ma-
sonic Lodge in Madison.  See page 

four for maps and location description. 
 
Since the customary fourth Tuesday 

meeting date is not available to the 
camp at the new location, the meet-
ings will now be on the fourth Monday 

of each month beginning with the 
January 2019 meeting.  (See the left 

side column of this page for the details 
on December’s meeting.) 
 

It was decided that meetings at the 
new location will begin at 6:00 pm. 

The December meeting will be the an-

nual Christmas social.  It will be at the 

new location at the Masonic Lodge in 

Madison on December 17. 

 

Compatriots are asked to bring their 

favorite holiday food in quantity suffi-

cient to serve several.  The “Dixie 

Hummingbirds” and anyone else with 

musical abilities are invited to bring 

some music to the festivities. 
  

Everyone come and bring wives, fam-

ily, and guests, especially new recruits! 

 

When:  December 17, 2018,  6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

December Meeting 

Christmas Social 

November Meeting 
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Relocate or Stay? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T he Lord is my shep-
herd; I shall not 

want. 

H e maketh me to lie 
down in green pas-

tures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. 

H e restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake. 

Y ea, though I walk 
through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me. 

T hou preparest a table 
before me in the pres-

ence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with 
oil; my cup runneth over. 

S urely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life: and 
I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever. 

 

Psalm 23:1-6 
(KJV) 

 

Editor’s note: 

 
This month’s issue doesn’t 

have a real theme.  I’m pre-
senting short items that I accu-
mulated over the year but 

never found a place to use 
them. 
 

Merry Christmas  

to everyone! 
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Calendar 

December 17, 2018 
Annual Christmas Social 

at the Masonic Lodge, 

Madison, MS 

 

January 28, 2019 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

February 25, 2019 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

March 25, 2019 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 22, 2019 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
The Scripture tells us that a prophet is without honor in his own country, and 
General John B. Gordon I guess may have fallen in that category.  Readers will 

recall that Gordon served as the head of the United Confederate Veterans  for 
many years and was active in all Confederate affairs.  He was particularly con-
cerned and worried that future generations of Southern youngsters might not 

understand the reasons their ancestors fought for four years. As Gordon ex-
plained, "victory itself vindicates, while defeat dooms to disparagement and 

misrepresentation the cause of the vanquished."  In urging future generations 
to value the sacrifices of the Confederate soldiers, Gordon said " a people 
without the memories of heroic suffering are a people without a history."  

Gordon worried that misrepresentations about the Southern cause, if unchal-
lenged, would lead to the Southern people no longer valuing the sacrifices 

their Confederate ancestors made for four years.  Boy was he right!  I have 
lived to see the times when the heroic struggle our ancestors made against 
overwhelming resources is condemned and rejected because of the actions of 

a lunatic barging into a church and gunning down innocent people worshiping 
God!  Had I not seen and experienced this insanity I would not have believed 
it possible.  Men like Robert E. Lee identified with that crazed monster?  Are 

you kidding me? 
 

Going through some old papers the other day that came out of my mother-in-
law's house, I found a history of my wife's great, great grandfather,  F. M. 
Varnon of Millport, Alabama. This man enlisted in 1861 when he was twenty, 

and served in Co. D, 10th Ala. infantry for four years with Marse Robert.  Born 
in 1841, Mr. Varnon lived to the ripe old age of 95, dying in 1936.  He had a 

younger brother who also served, but who died from his wounds in battle.  
Varnon's father lived to be 110 years old, and the father traveled from Ala-
bama to Texas in a wagon at the age of 100.  Good genes.   

 
F. M., as he was called, fought at First Manassas, Second Manassas, Sharps-

burg, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, going to the west with some of the army, 
fighting at Chickamauga, then back to the Wilderness and Petersburg.  Never 
wounded, he had his hat shot to pieces and once his belt buckle was spun 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Lessons About Honor, Courage, and Faith 

  
From the book Uncle Seth Fought the Yankees, true 

short stories of a 14-year old boy as VMI cadet 
marching when he heard that Mosby Rangers were 
in the area! He sought him out and found him. The 

next day they were fighting behind enemy lines 
when the teenager was captured as a spy!  He was 
sent to Baltimore and was being tried for a death 

sentence when a lawyer used these closing words," 
He was conscripted by CSA"! The lad jump up and 

yell, 'I was not a conscript! Take me out and shoot 
me now, but don't tell my people I said I was con-
script"! As the jury came back for sentencing, by 

only one vote they spared his life. They sentenced 
him to life in prison.  He was release and went back 

to Virginia and developed a nail business! 
 
Paul said to Timothy, “See your genuine faith, 

FIRST in your grandmother Lois and mother 
Eunice, now see it in you.”  A legacy of faith in a 
family! 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

four years was he given a furlough or home leave.  

 
F. M. was captured the night of April 7, 1865,  two 

days before the surrender at Appomattox.   The next 
day a group of the regiment started toward home, 
walking down the railroad, spending the night in a va-

cant boxcar.  A railroad official ordered the poor Con-
federates to leave the boxcar the next morning, but 
one of the officers with the group ran the railroad man 

off.  This officer, who obviously knew something about 
engineering, then hooked up an engine and drove the 

train south to the North Carolina line.  At the nearest 
station in North Carolina the train stopped and the hun-
gry Confederates found an army depot loaded with ra-

tions.  The officer in charge of the depot refused to 
give F. M. and his companions rations, whereupon the 

famished men threw the officer out of the office and 
broke open the stores.   
 

Among the goodies were several barrels of molasses, a 
delicacy the Southerners had not had for some time.  

All agreed that there was enough for everyone to have 
a big cup of molasses, but a greedy Irishman took 
more than his share.  After the molasses was divided 

up, F. M. and his mates dumped the Irishman into an 
empty molasses barrel. 
 

Train transportation was available to take them to At-
lanta but from there Varnon walked the rest of the way 

to west Alabama.  Tough times produce tough men: on 
his 92nd birthday Varnon celebrated by walking a mile!  
When he died F. M. was survived by five children, thirty

-five grandchildren and twenty-nine great grandchil-
dren.   

 
Merry Christmas fellows!  I cannot tell you all how 
much the chance to meet with you men means to me; 

it is one of the highlights of my life. 

around by a Yankee bullet.  
 

One time he became ill with what the doctor called 
"brain fever." Given up for dead, Varnon was car-
ried to the makeshift morgue.  There he lay un-

conscious for some time until an officer noticed he 
was still breathing.  Taken back to the hospital, 
Varnon slowly recovered, but it took over four 

months before he could speak in a voice louder 
than a whisper.  The main dish during his recov-

ery: mule meat.  Later Varnon found out he had 
lay in the morgue for two weeks.    
 

During the War Varnon waded the Potomac River 
four times, the Shenandoah River twice, and the 

Appomattox River four times. Never in all those 

(Continued from page 2) 
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The New Meeting Location 
 
As stated in the November meeting report, all future meetings will be at the Masonic Lodge at 7454 Old Canton Road in 

Madison.  It is located between the Bruce Campbell Airfield and the fire station, across the street from the Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church. 
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An Old Slave’s Devotion 

 
In Henry County, southeast of Atlanta, when soldiers came to the plantation home of Jim Smith they were 

not content merely to steal and destroy. A former slave, Charlie Tye Smith, recalled how "Ole Marse Jim" was 
made to pull off his boots and run bare-footed through a cane brake with half a bushel of potatoes tied 
around his neck; then they made him put his boots back on and carried him down to the mill and tied him to 

the water post.  
 

They were getting ready to break his neck when one of Master's slaves "Ole Peter Smith", asked them if they 
intended to kill Marse Jim, and when they said "Yes", Peter choked up and said, "Well, please Sir, let me die 
with ole Marse!"  

 
WAR CRIMES AGAINST SOUTHERN CIVIANS, Walter Brian Cisco, 2013  
 

Comment from the poster of this anecdote:  I’d rather be historically accurate than politically correct. 
 

DTH 

…the Yankees above probably had this Yankee as a 
role model… 
 

In a January 31, 1864, letter to Major R.M. Sawyer, 
Sherman explained the reason why he hated the South 
in general, and South Carolina in particular, so much. 

The war, he said “was the result of a false political doc-
trine that any and every people have a right to self-

government.” In the same letter Sherman referred to 
states’ rights, freedom of conscience, and freedom of 
the press as “trash” that had “deluded the Southern peo-

ple into war.” ~Thomas DiLorenzo~ 
 
http://www.lewrockwell.com/2014/12/thomas-dilorenzo/

us-soldiers-raped-pillaged-and-plundered/ 
 

http://www.lewrockwell.com/2014/12/thomas-dilorenzo/us-soldiers-raped-pillaged-and-plundered/
http://www.lewrockwell.com/2014/12/thomas-dilorenzo/us-soldiers-raped-pillaged-and-plundered/
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Never Sleep in the Rain Again 

 
First Lieutenant Solomon Furr of B Company, 7th North Carolina Infantry. He survived the war, but made a 

pact with a friend while laying in the rain during the war that whoever died first, the other would ensure that 
his friend would never sleep in the rain again. Lt. Furr went first so his friend built a roof over his grave. 
 

From the Facebook page of the Southern Cause 

Enlisted men: Columbus C. Taylor, James D. 
Jackson and James H. Porter (left to right) of the 

3rd Georgia posed in great coats when their regi-
ment was camped near Richmond in the winter 

of 1861-62.  Taylor and Jackson were killed at 
Malvern Hill. 
 

DTH 

Source:  Paul Vaccaro-- Clouds of Glory 

The Heritage of the Confederate 
States of America 
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Jubal Anderson Early 

 
Jubal Anderson Early, graduated 18th in a class of 50 

from the United States Military Academy in 1837.  He 
spent his early military career fighting Seminole American 

Indians in the Florida region, and resigned soon thereaf-
ter.   Early, a successful lawyer, served in the Virginia 
House of Delegates before being interrupted by the Mexi-

can War where he served as a major of Virginia volun-
teers. 

 
Prior to the Civil War, he was passionately opposed to se-
cession and even voted against it, but later accepted or-

ders as Colonel of the 24th Virginia Infantry.   Following 
his infantry’s performance at First Manassas, Early was 

promoted to Brigadier General.  He fought in most of the 
major battles in the Eastern Theater, including the Seven 

Days Battles, Second Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, 
and Chancellorsville.   He received promotion to major 
general on January 17, 1863.  Early’s service was impor-

tant during the Salem Church and the Gettysburg campaigns.   At the battle of the Wilderness, 
Early briefly commanded the Corps of A.P.  Hill, and received a promotion to lieutenant general 

on May 31, 1864 for his actions.   He also served during the battles at Spotsylvania Court House, 
as well as Cold Harbor, where he replaced Ewell. 

 
Early took command of the 2nd Corps after General Ewell’s 
temporary retirement, where he proved victorious over Union 

General Hunter in the Shenandoah Valley and Wallace at 
Monocacy.  Early stood before the gates of Washington on 

July 11, 1864, but the arrival of Union reinforcements pre-
vented Early from attacking the Union capital.   The rest of 
1864, however, would not end as well as it started.   In Sep-

tember of that year he was defeated by Sheridan at Win-
chester and Fisher’s Hill.   Although he tried one final sur-

prise attack against Sheridan at the battle of Cedar Creek, 
his men were repelled.   His command was dispersed by 

General Custer in March of 1865 in Waynesboro, Virginia.   
 
Early, or “Old Jube” to his men, fled to Mexico in disguise af-

ter the war, but returned later at the end of his life.  Early 
was laid to rest in Lynchburg, Virginia in March of 1894.   

 
From the Facebook page of the CSS Shenandoah, SCV Camp 

1820 
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Forrest Loses a Horse 

 
"The only thing resembling a vigorous pursuit was supplied by 

General Forrest who, with 400 troopers, came upon a rear guard 
of Federal cavalry near Rossville, charged them and drove them 
into Chattanooga.  

 
General Armstrong, who was a member of the party, tells a dra-

matic story of how during pursuit General Forrest's horse was fa-
tally wounded when a Minnie ball which severed an artery in the 
neck. As soon as he saw the blood spurting from the wound, 

Forrest leaned over, thrust his forefinger into the bullet hole and 
staunched the flow of the blood so that the horse stood up until 
the pursuit was ended on a spur of Missionary Ridge.  

 
The brave charger fell dying to the ground when Forrest removed 

his finger and dismounted."  
 
From:  The Army of Tennessee by Stanley Horn. 

 
Photo: https://www.ebay.com/itm/NATHAN-BEDFORD-FORREST-

CIVIL-WAR-ART-PRINT-/263012057992 
 
DTH 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/NATHAN-BEDFORD-FORREST-CIVIL-WAR-ART-PRINT-/263012057992
https://www.ebay.com/itm/NATHAN-BEDFORD-FORREST-CIVIL-WAR-ART-PRINT-/263012057992
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Jackson’s Church for Blacks 
 

"He was not only accustomed (as were Christian masters 

generally at the South) to invite his servants in to family 
prayers, but he also had a special meeting with them every 
Sunday afternoon in order to teach them the Scriptures. He 

made this exercise so interesting to them that other negroes 
of the town craved the privilege of attending, and he soon 

had his room full to overflowing of eager pupils. This sug-
gested to him the idea of organizing a negro Sunday-school, 
which he did several years before the war, and to which he 

devoted all of the energies of his mind and all the zeal of his 
large, Christian heart."~ J William Jones D.D., 1904~ 
 

Source: Christ in the Camp, J William Jones D.D. 
Photo: Jackson, artist unknown 

 
DTH 

THOSE ALABAMA BOYS 

 
"During the truce on the second day of Fredericksburg," says Captain Smith, "a tall, fine-looking Alabama sol-

dier, who was one of the litter-bearers, picked up a new Enfield rifle on the neutral ground, examined it, tested 
the sights, shouldered it, and was walking back to the Confederate lines, when a young Federal officer, very 
handsomely dressed and mounted, peremptorily ordered him to throw it down, telling him he had no right to 

take it. The soldier, with the rifle on his shoulder, walked very deliberately round the officer, scanning him 
from head to foot, and then started again towards our lines.  

 
On this the Federal Lieutenant, drawing his little sword, galloped after him, and ordered him with an oath to 
throw down the rifle. The soldier halted, then walked round the officer once again, very slowly, looking him up 

and down, and at last said, pointing to his fine boots: ‘I shall shoot you tomorrow, and get them boots;’ then 
strode away to his command. The Lieutenant made no attempt to follow."  --G. F. R. Henderson, 1898 
 

Source: Stonewall Jackson and the American Civil War by G. F. R. Henderson, 1898 
 

Link to free e-book: https://ia802700.us.archive.org/16/items/stonewalljackson12233gut/12233-8.txt 
 
DTH 

Editor’s Note:  Since I have made use of material from the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage so often 
in the newsletter, I thought I’d help that group by passing on the information on how to get an informational 
CD with facts to support our Southern Heritage Defense. 
 

Link to Purchase of CD:  http://mestasmusicals.com/heritage-home  
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

 

Fill in the blank:  General 

Lee said, “If I had _____ 

_____ at Gettysburg, I would 

have won the fight.”  
 

November’s question 

asked: 

What was the most deadly 

field artillery piece in the 

war?  

 

The answer: 
Model 1857 Gun Howitzer 

firing four types of ammuni-

tion.  

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

BOOKER T WASHINGTON ON SLAVERY 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

“I pity from the bottom of my heart any nation or body of people that is so unfor-
tunate as to get entangled in the net of slavery. I have long since ceased to cher-
ish any spirit of bitterness against the Southern white people on account of the 

enslavement of my race. No one section of our country was wholly responsible for 
its introduction, and, besides, it was recognized and protected for years by the 

General Government. Having once got its tentacles fastened on to the economic 
and social life of the Republic, it was no easy matter for the country to relieve 
itself of the institution… 

 
“Then, when we rid ourselves of prejudice, or racial feeling, and look facts in the 

face, we must acknowledge that, notwithstanding the cruelty and moral wrong of 
slavery, the ten million Negroes inhabiting this country, who themselves or whose 
ancestors went through the school of American slavery, are in a stronger and 

more hopeful condition, materially, intellectually, morally, and religiously, than is 
true of an equal number of black people in any other portion of the globe.” 
 

Source: Up From Slavery: An Autobiography: Booker T. Washington, 1901 [pg. 
16] 

Photo: Booker T. Washington, (1856-1915) 
 
DTH 


