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January Meeting
Report

A
February Meeting
Properly Cleaning
Headstones and Monuments
Adjutant Ron Stowers informs me that
last month’s meeting is being rebooted
for February. Hopefully no hard freeze
will cripple the city again this year.
Katherine Anderson, Mississippi Landmark Coordinator, Mississippi Dept. of
Archives and History will present a
program on how to properly clean
headstones and monuments.
Everyone come and bring guests, especially new recruits!
When: February 27, 2018, 5:00 pm.
Where: Municipal Art Gallery, State
St., Jackson.

See you there!

nd as he sat upon
the mount of Olives,
the disciples came unto
him privately, saying, Tell
us, when shall these things
be? and what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of
the end of the world?
nd Jesus answered
and said unto them,
Take heed that no man
deceive you.
or many shall come in
my name, saying, I
am Christ; and shall deceive many.
nd ye shall hear of
wars and rumours
of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these
things must come to pass,
but the end is not yet.
or nation shall rise
against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
ll these are the beginning of sorrows.

A

January’s meeting had to be cancelled
due to Jackson’s water crisis from frozen pipes and piper breakage.

F

A
F
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Matthew 24:3-8
(KJV)

Devotion
Narcissa Barksdale came to Gettysburg after the war with her husband's
favorite hunting dog to retrieve his
remains to be buried at home in Mississippi. As they unearthed the burial
site, the dog whimpered, and soon
began to wail. Barksdale's dog refused to leave his master's grave,
even after his corpse was removed.
Mrs. Barksdale had no choice but to
leave the animal behind. Every night,
the poor animal howled and whimpered. Finally, there was silence.

DTH
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Rebel Ramblings
by Robert Murphree
John Letcher was the governor of Virginia from 1860 to 1863, and a man that
Robert E. Lee had a great deal of confidence in. But this column is about Governor Letcher's grandson, John Seymour Letcher, who was a Marine officer in
the Second World War.
John Seymour Letcher was born in 1903, went to VMI and got a law degree
from Washington & Lee University. He practiced law for a short time and
found it so lucrative he joined the Marine Corp in 1927. The procedure was
you had to apply for a position in the Corp as an officer and then were examined by a group of officers before accepted. Letcher duly appeared before two
officers he said were surly and unfriendly. One looked at the application and
said "your family took a prominent part in the Civil War on the Confederate
side. Do you believe in States' Rights?" Letcher said he didn't know what to
say, but thought he detected a bit of a Southern accent so he said "Yes, sir, I
do." This was the correct answer, as the man then said he was from Texas
and Letcher got in the Corp.
Fast forward a few years and Letcher is commanding a company of Marines at
a lonely outpost in Nicaragua on January 19. The Southerners in the unit
came to Letcher and asked would the 19th be a holiday; "of course" Letcher
replied. Some time before Letcher had divided the unit into two baseball
teams and when he declared January 19th a holiday the men asked to be allowed to have a baseball game. Letcher agreed.
On the big day the baseball game had just started good when Letcher looked
up and saw his commanding Major riding up with his staff. Letcher ran over
to the group, saluted, and waited for the storm. "What in the hell are you doing playing baseball today? Don't you people do any work?" Letcher explained that it was General Lee's birthday, but the commanding officer, from
Massachusetts, wasn't sold. Just when Letcher thought his Marine Corp career
was on thin ice one of the staff officers intervened and said "Oh, yes, sir, General Lee's birthday is always celebrated by Marine units that have a lot of
Southerners in them, and Letcher was doing the right thing keeping it a holi(Continued on page 3)
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Calendar
February 27, 2018
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the Municipal Art Gallery

March 27, 2018
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the Municipal Art Gallery

April 24, 2018
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the Municipal Art Gallery

April 28, 2018
Cleanup at Greenwood
Cemetery.

April 29, 2018
Confederate Memorial
Day Observance at Confederate Section, Greenwood Cemetery, Jackson,
MS

Reveille

Chaplain’s Dispatch

(Continued from page 2)

day."
"Well," the major said, "go ahead with your
game, we will inspect you another day."

Dear Friends and Compatriots:

In fact two games were played that day, each side winning one. By this time interest in the game was so
Attitude of Kindness
high that the men begged Letcher to let them play one
more game to break the tie. He scheduled the final
General Robert E. Lee was "uncharacteristically
game for the next Sunday, when the men were off
loved" by both the north and south sides because
duty.
he chose to endure the same hardships as his men.
That day he got orders to transfer four men to another
Can we follow his footprints of Kindness as General
unit, including two men who were the star players for
Lee did through life? Ephesians 4:32 "..be kind and
one of the teams. A delegation of both teams came to
compassionate to one another forgiving one anhim and begged to be allowed to play the final game
other , just as God also forgave you in Christ"!
the next day, so that the two departing players could
Sincerely, participate. Letcher reluctantly agreed.

Rev. Glenn D. Shows Well of course the deciding game had just started
when, bless Pat, Letcher looks up and here comes the
Chaplain

Major and his staff AGAIN. Letcher hot foots it over
again and salutes, to be told "Now what in the world is
going on; another baseball game in the middle of the
week!" Letcher wrote he "didn't bat an eye" before
replying "Today is Stonewall Jackson's birthday, Major,
a holiday." "What" the Major roared. Once more the
good Confederate on the staff rescued Letcher. "Yes,
Major," the man said "this is Stonewall Jackson's birthday and we always
celebrate it as a holiday."
A moment of silence ensued. Shaking his head, the
Major said "Well go on with your baseball game. I see
the only way that I can ever inspect this unit is to send
over beforehand to find out what day isn't some
damned Rebel general's birthday."
My youngest daughter was recently in Charlottesville,
Virginia interviewing for a residency. She said some
students were having a protest march because the University had not taken down the statue of Thomas Jefferson. Now he wrote the Declaration of Independence, served as President, bought the Louisiana territory, and founded the University--but that's not good
enough. Rock on General Lee, you are in good company.

The Confederate Dead
Monument inscription posted on Facebook by the
Roswell Mills Camp 1547 SCV
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Booker T. Washington on Confederate Monuments
Editor’s note: I have reproduced the text as it was given on Facebook. I think some of the grammar and
punctuation contain errors but lacking the time to pore over the original text in the references, I have chosen to reproduce it here without correction or further comment.
There is a timeline floating around the internet that claims Confederate statues were put up in a conspiracy
to intimidate African-Americans. However, this letter from Booker T. Washington, a former slave living during
the height of Jim Crow, in which he supports the monuments and offers to help raise money for one, cast
doubt on that assumption. May the words of Mr. Washington bring peace and understanding in our own day.
"To Mamie A. Harrison
Rochester N. Y. June 16, 1914
"My dear Madam: Replying further to yours of June 6th, I would state that I am going to take up very carefully the matter of the Confederate monument about which
you wrote me, and see if I can find some one to give the money that is still needed.
I am very mush interested in the matter and thank you for writing me. During the
summer months people with money are very much away from home and it is hard
to reach them, so it may be I may not be able to do anything about it until fall.
"I want to say again how very much we all appreciate the visit of [former Confederate] General George Paul] Harrison to Tuskegee. We all realize more and more that
men like him are the true friends of our race, and that any monument that will keep
the fine character of such heroes before the public will prove helpful to both races
in the South.
"Yours truly,"
~Booker T. Washington
Washington, Booker T. Papers, Volume 13:14-15. University of Chicago Press. Page 64.
See more at
Booker T. Washington on Confederate Monuments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDNrTxo-2Xc
Booker T. Washington on Confederate Monuments (With Notes on Logically Fallacies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-FpOtCugWs
From a Facebook post by C. W. Johnson, Jr.

Wanting to circumvent the Constitution isn’t something new with politicians:
“Our Constitution is to us of the North a great danger. The Southerners are using it as a
shield.”
--William Seward, US Secretary of State under Lincoln
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Confederate Prisoners Put into Camps Infected with Small-pox

“But even a greater inhumanity than any we have mentioned, was perpetrated upon our prisoners at Camp
Douglas and Camp Chase. It is proved by the testimony of Thomas P. Holloway, John P. Fennell, H. H. Barlow, H. C. Barton, C. D. Bracken and J. S. Barlow, that our prisoners in large numbers were put into
"condemned camps," where small-pox was prevailing, and speedily contracted this loathsome disease, and
that as many as 40 new cases often appeared daily among them. Even the Federal officers who guarded
them to the camp, protested against this unnatural atrocity; yet it was done. The men who contracted the
disease were removed to a hospital about a mile off, but the plague was already introduced, and continued
to prevail. For a period of more than twelve months, the disease was constantly in the camp; yet our prisoners during all this time were continually brought to it, and subjected to certain infection. Neither do we find
evidences of amendment on the part of our enemies, notwithstanding the boasts of the "sanitary commission." At Nashville, prisoners recently captured from Gen. Hood's army, even when sick and wounded, have
been cruelly deprived of all nourishment suited to their condition; and other prisoners from the same army
have been carried into the infected Camps Douglas and Chase.
“Many of the soldiers of Gen. Hood's army were frost-bitten by being kept day and night in an exposed condition before they were put into Camp Douglas. Their sufferings are truthfully depicted in the evidence. At
Alton and Camp Morton the same inhuman practice of putting our prisoners into camps infected by smallpox, prevailed. It was equivalent to murdering many of them by the torture of a contagious disease. The insufficient rations at Camp Morton forced our men to appease their hunger by pounding up and boiling bones,
picking up scraps of meat and cabbage from the hospital slop tubs, and even eating rats and dogs. The
depositions of William Ayres and J. Chambers Brent prove these privations.”
Source: Report of the Joint Select Committee Appointed to Investigate the Condition and Treatment of Prisoners of War: Confederate States of America. Congressional Joint Select Committee to Investigate the Condition and Treatment of Prisoners of War.
Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/report/report.html
Photo: Supposedly taken of Confederate prisoners of war at White House Landing, Va. on June 9, 1864.
DTH
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Confederates Were Not Profane
"We were most civilly treated by the rebels, whom we found to
be...men like ourselves; only the rebels were not nearly as profane
as our men--in fact, they used no profane language at all. They
shamed us."
—Comment from a captured Union soldier after the Battle of Harpers
Ferry, September 15, 1862.
Source: Men Who Were Found Faithful by Robert Elliott Speer
Photo: Artwork of David Wright
DTH

SOUTH’S PLANS FOR THE GRADUAL EMANCIPATION OF SLAVES
Here is another truth that you will not find in our history books. John Sergeant Wise, Confederate Veteran
and post- war lawyer, recorded his memoirs. In the following passage he speaks of the South’s plan for the
gradual emancipation of their slaves.
“Little effort has been made to record the fact, yet it is nevertheless true, that many Southern men were
working earnestly and loyally towards the adoption of some plan of gradual emancipation which, while it
would free the slave, would not destroy the labor system of the South or leave the slave-owner impoverished. The abolitionist did not believe this. He was uncharitable in his judgment of the humanity of the slaveowner; and his demand that a difficult problem, requiring time for its solution, should be disposed of at once
and in his way--per fas aut nefas--was strongly provoking.”
Editor’s Note: I had to look up “per
fas aut nefas.” It means “by any
means, regardless of legality or ethics.” In a more common vernacular, I
guess we’d say “by hook or crook.”
Source: The End of An Era by John
Sergeant Wise, 1899
Link to E-book: http://
docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/wise/
wise.html#wise113
Photo: This image depicts slaves living
at the Hermitage in Savannah, Georgia.
From the Facebook page of the Southern Historical Society
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S.D. LEE SHARES HIS THOUGHTS ON GENERAL JOHN B. GORDON
General John Brown Gordon was an all-round great man--a valiant and distinguished
soldier, an eminent statesman, a great orator, an author of merit, and a publicspirited and useful citizen. He was born in Upson County, Georgia, February 6, 1832.
His father was the Rev. Zachary Herndon Gordon. The family was of Scotch extraction, and its members fought in the Revolutionary War. He received his education at
the university of his native State, and by profession was a lawyer.
In his private life he was pure and spotless, and an example to every American citizen. His devotion to his wife and family was beautiful in the extreme. In early life he
had married Miss Fanny Haralson, daughter of Hon. Hugh Anderson Haralson, who
represented Georgia in Congress for many years, and her devotion to him equaled
the great love he bore her. She was ever near him through-out the war, and, but for
her tender and wifely nursing when supposed to be fatally wounded at Sharpsburg, he could never have recovered. Her war experience would make a beautiful romance to go down with that of her departed husband. He never failed to try and make her the partner
of his triumphs and popularity. At many of the reunions
the old veterans accorded her as great an ovation as
they gave their Commander.
No event since the great demonstration in New Orleans
when Jefferson Davis died has brought out more strikingly the love of the Southern people for any one man
than was shown when General Gordon was laid away in
the beautiful cemetery in Atlanta, Georgia (January 14,
1904). Upwards of seventy-five thousand people
viewed and took part in the ceremonies. Governors and
distinguished citizens from almost every Southern State
were present; and it was especially touching to witness
the exhibition of love and affection of surviving Confederate soldiers, who attended in great numbers to show
their esteem for the beloved dead… STEPHEN D. LEE,
Commander-in-Chief United Confederate Veterans.
Source: Reminiscences of the Civil War by John Brown
Gordon, pages: Introduction, 1904.
ebook link:
gordon.html

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/gordon/

Artwork Photo: Colonel John B. Gordon, Alabama Infantry, Sharpsburg, Maryland, September Painting by Don
Troiani
Small B/W image: S.D. Lee, cropped from an image on
the internet.
Text and artwork image from the Facebook page of the
Southern Historical Society
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Commander’s Column
Trivia Question:

Commander Jackson has no column this month

This month’s question asks:
Confederate Uniforms
What did Stand Watie’s
name mean if translated to
We’re all aware of how uniforms beEnglish?
came less uniform as the war went
on due to scarcities in materials.
January’s question asked:
What Confederate General During the early war period, units
had a horse named “Fire- would typically be outfitted with uniforms that matched within their
eater”?
company or regiment but didn’t necessarily match those of other units in
The answer:
a brigade. The most different were
Albert Sidney Johnson
those of the various Zouave volunteer units who typically provided
their own uniforms. Another example of color variation in an otherwise
conventional uniform is show at
right.
“... A Private of Company I, 11th
Mississippi, ‘The Van Dorn Reserve’.
They wore red jean cloth uniforms
and were armed with Colt revolving
rifles. When I read the descriptions
of this unit I knew I had to do a figure! My guess is the red uniforms
didn't last very long, but obviously it
seemed like a good idea at the time.
Full description with references is in
the book.”
Taken from a post shared by the
Facebook page “Civil War in Mississippi” which got the image and the
quoted material from a text by Don Troiani describing sketches collected into a
book. Mr. Troiani defines himself as a Historical Artist.
Co. I mustered into service at Aberdeen, MS.

Jefferson Davis Camp #635
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Veterans
PO Box 16945
Jackson, MS 39236-6945
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