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The meeting featured a program by 

Grady Howell talking about Robert E. 

Lee and Stonewall Jackson.  

As of press time for this issue I have 

not received any notice of the program 

planned for February’s meeting.  

  

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

  

When:  February 24, 2020, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

February Meeting 

TBA 

January Meeting 
Report 
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Lee and Jackson 

 
 
 
 
 

H eaven and earth 
shall pass away, but 

my words shall not pass 
away. 

B ut of that day and 
hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father 
only. 

B ut as the days of 
Noah were, so shall 

also the coming of the Son 
of man be. 

F or as in the days that 
were before the flood 

they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, 

A nd knew not until 
the flood came, and 

took them all away; so 
shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. 

T hen shall two be in 
the field; the one shall 

be taken, and the other 
left. 
Two women shall be grind-
ing at the mill; the one 
shall be taken, and the 
other left. 

W atch therefore: for 
ye know not what 

hour your Lord doth come. 
 

Matthew 24:35-42 
(KJV) 

The Bonnie Blue Flag: 
Symbol or Resistance to Tyranny 

and a Fight for Liberty 
 

According to James M. McPherson, 
Pulitzer-winning author of “Battle Cry 
of Freedom,” while Southerners 

“fought for liberty and independence 
from what they regarded as a tyran-

nical government,” Northerners “were 
willing to risk their lives for Union, but 
not for black freedom.” 

 
Indeed, in the Southern “Bonnie Blue 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Calendar 

February 24, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

March 23, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 26, 2020 

Confederate Memorial 

Day observation at 

Greenwood Cemetery. 

 

April 27, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

May 25, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

June 22, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
I ran across an interesting little paperback the other day, written by a descen-
dant of  a man named Henry Pleasants, Jr.  The pamphlet was entitled "The 

Tragedy of the Crater" and was about the great mine that was exploded under 
the Confederate lines at Petersburg on July 30,  
1864. 

 
Pleasants was the commander of the 48th Pennsylvania Volunteers.  Before 

the war Pleasants was a mining engineer, and his sorrow at losing his young 
wife moved him to join the army.   Attached to Burnside's 9thCorps, Pleasants 
and his ancestor spent a good deal of time defending 

Burnside's reputation.  
   

But back to talking about the Crater.  The 48th had made several charges 
against the Southern lines around Petersburg, and ended up one of the closest 
units to the main Confederate line.  The position was just opposite the high 

ground of the Blandford Cemetery, which was the 
key to the Confederate lines.  An imposing fort anchored the Southern lines at 
that point.  

 
There were a number of miners in the regiment, and Pleasants was walking 

behind the lines one evening when he heard one of the men mutter "We could 
blow that damned fort out of existence if we could run a mine shaft under it."   
This started Pleasants to thinking.  In no 

time he had sought and received approval from the brigade commander, who 
cautioned approval must be gained from Burnside.  Burnside was agreeable, 

but said approval must also be gained from General Meade.  
 
In the meantime Pleasants had been so enthusiastic to start that he had re-

cruited miners and begun the work.  He sought approval from Meade but got 
no response, only a report that Meade's chief engineer had said the work 
could not be done.  In the meantime Pleasants had made such progress that 

he needed a surveying instrument, but the army refused to let him have one.  
Burnside came to his aid, asking a friend in Washington to send the necessary 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

You Are Not Alone!! 
 

As a 7th grader, I fell in love with the War Between 
the States!  Later that year went deer hunting with 

my dad to Grand Gulf.  My daddy had deer dogs 
and they aside me to stand in a CSA trench.  While 

I was in this trench waiting for dogs to run, I was 
imagining how these men felt, waiting for battle; 
scared and lonely.  Then, Bible Drill verses came 

into my mind where Jesus said, "... Lo, I am with 
you ALWAYS even to end of the age" (Matthew 
28:20 NKJV) and in Hebrew 13:5, "For He Himself 

has said,' I will NEVER leave you nor FORSAKE 
you".  Just remember, when you are facing uncer-

tainties, fear, loneliness, YOU ARE NOT ALONE!! 
 

  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

The writer says Pleasants went into "actual hysterics" 

when confronted with the short pieces of fuse.   How-
ever his miners knew how to splice the fuse together 

and it was soon done.  The mine was over 500 feet in 
length.  
 

The mine was to explode early in the morning.  The 
fuse was lighted and then relighted, and a tremendous 
explosion resulted.  Pleasants was delighted at the 

sight, only to have his elation crash when the Union 
men making the assault when into the tremendous cra-

ter and stop. Instead of exploiting the Confederate 
confusion, the Union troops literally did nothing.  In 
short order the Confederates rallied and began to pour 

shot and shell into the crater. 
 

Pleasants ran to the rear to try to get the division com-
mander to come take charge, but he found than man, 
General Ledlie, was too drunk to help.  We all know the 

fiasco that the assault after the mine was exploded 
ended up being.  

 
Pleasants was so upset he asked for leave, and Burn-
side granted it.  Meade asked Pleasants to come see 

him first, and Meade gave Pleasants compliments for 
the mining operation.   Before he could start on his 
journey home, the chief engineer of the army cornered 

Pleasants, and requested that Pleasants come with him 
to look at other mining sites.  Pleasants replied "I will 

see you in hell first. I am on leave of absence now."    

instrument.  
 

Every request Pleasants made for tools was ig-
nored; the men used cracker boxes to carry the 
excavated material.  Mining picks were requested 

but not forthcoming.  Pleasants requested 12,000 
pounds of powder, but was only given 8,000 
pounds.  (Remember, this was in an army that 

had plenty of every possible type of tool and sup-
plies.) 

 
Burnside had planned on using US Colored Troops 
to make the assault and a division of these men 

were trained to do so.  At the last minute Meade 
changed his mind and ordered another division of 

white troops to be used to make the first assault.   
This change was made some twelve hours before 
the assault, and Burnside made the leaders of his 

three divisions choose lots for the task.   
 

Pleasants had ordered three sections of fuse, 
each 500 feet long.  He got common blasting fuse 
cut into short lengths, some as short as then feet.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Flag,” Southerners saw themselves as fighting against 
“treachery” for their “liberty,” “rights,” and “heritage,” 

just like the “patriots of old.” In the Northern version, 
Northerners were engaged in the “holy” crusade of sav-
ing the Union from being “dissevered.” 

 
Photo: Bonnie Blue Flag (https://
www.abbevilleinstitute.org/blog/the-bonnie-blue/) 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PVT Benjamin Dekalb Kelley--Quite a Story 

 
When the War erupted in 1861, Ben and his 

brothers Esom, James, Philemon, and John 
joined the independent cavalry company that 
was being formed of men who could furnish 

their own mounts and tack. The brothers 
enlisted in "Hubbard's Company of Alabama 

Rangers" in September of 1861, and after 
brief, but intense training, were sent into 
western and middle Tennessee where they 

helped Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman with 
the defense of Fort Henry. 
 

In 1864, 20-year-old Ben was detailed by 
Captain Kelley to go to Athens, Alabama, and 

pick up the body of their brother, James, and 
take it home for burial. It was a dangerous 
assignment as union patrols were everywhere 

and travel at night was somewhat safer than 
during the day. Upon arrival at Athens, Ben 

hitched both of their horses to a wagon and 
placed the body inside for the sad trip home. 
 

Somewhere down the road, the wagon broke 
down and Ben had to place the body over the 

pommel of James' own horse and lead it on home. Ben later said that he made better time that way, and 
he was lucky that he had thought to put the saddles in the wagon in case something like this happened. He 
got the body home and buried it in a place on the family property that later became the Old Kelley/Tucker 

Cemetery. 
 
Ben was also captured in early 1865 at the Black Warrior River while scouting union positions. He was not 

imprisoned though and Ben was heard to have said that "my uniform was so threadbare that they (union 
soldiers) could not tell if I was a soldier or a beggar and let me go". Ben served honorably in Company K 

until the end of the war. 
 
When Ben and his two other surviving brothers returned home after the war, they found their home in de-

plorable condition. As if this and losing the war were not bad enough, Ben and his brothers found out that 
their younger brother, Tolbert, had gone to a local mill to have some corn ground into meal when a group 

of northern sympathizers, known as "Tories", under the command of a man by the name of John Stough, 
tied him to a horse and dragged him to death. 
 

They avenged their brother’s death by killing the man and his dogs under the age-old law of "an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth, and a death for a death.” Benjamin died on September 12, 1926, at the age of 83. 
 

Photo: PVT Benjamin Dekalb Kelley 
 

DTH 
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EYEWITNESS’ REPORT ON CAMP DOUGLAS 
 
“The rules and regulations of the prison, which had been adopted by the military authorities, were strict, and 

rigidly enforced… The strict enforcement of these appeared to be all that was required by the commanders 
of the post; but some few of the police guards adopted, or at least enforced some of the most silly and frivo-
lous rules which could have been thought of, and made the prisoners pay the penalties for their violation by 

the most villainous and inhuman methods of punishment. 
 

“These different punishments would be administered for the most frivolous and insignificant offenses which 
could be imagined and the prisoners would hardly ever know, or have any idea what offense had been com-
mitted. Most of these different punishments would be inflicted after night, in the barracks, and sometimes 

during the day. The Big Four … Old Red, Prairie Bull, Little Red and Old Bill McDermott were the prime exe-
cutioners. 
 

“After the signal given at 6 p. m. for the prisoners to retire, we had to do so without delay, and were not al-
lowed to speak or whisper to each other under any circumstances, but had to go to sleep, and then be very 

careful as to how loud we slept. When any of the prisoners were heard by the guard to whisper or talk, he 
would call for the one who did the whispering or talking, and if the right one could not be definitely located, 
all the prisoners occupying the barrack would be marched out to Morgan's Mule, forced to mount and ride 

from two hours to half a night, barefooted, and with no covering on them save their thin and ragged cloth-
ing. Many of the prisoners were so thinly clad they could scarcely hide their nakedness. The latter part of the 

winter of 1864 and first part of 1865, were extremely cold, and the Federals complained of its severity, and 
stated that the weather was the coldest which had been known for several years. 
 

“Another favorite method of punishment was this: Every man in a barrack would be marched out on the 
snow in front of the barrack, formed in a line of one rank, and then told by the guards "that under the snow 
and ice could be found plenty of corn for them to parch and eat, that they must reach for it," which was 

done in the following manner: The guards would point their pistols, cocked, at the heads of the prisoners, 
make them bend their bodies over in a stooping posture, until the tips of their fingers would touch the 

ground under the snow and ice, the knees having to remain perfectly stiff and straight and not bend in any 
manner. They would be compelled to stand in this position from half an hour to four hours, and never for a 
shorter time than half an hour, the snow and ice being very deep all winter, often twenty inches. This was 

called, by the guards, "reaching for corn," or "reaching for grub." Frequently many of those who were being 
punished in this way would become so exhausted and fatigued they would fall over in the snow in an almost 

insensible condition; these were apt to receive a flogging with a pistol belt, administered by the guard, or 
receive several severe kicks and blows. Often these men would stand in that position until the blood would 
run from the nose and mouth; the guard would stand by and laugh at it. 

 
“Another favorite method was to tie 

prisoners up by the thumbs. This was 
accomplished by tying a strong cord 
around each thumb, then throwing one 

end over a scantling or beam above 
the head, drawing the cord until the 
arms and body were stretched until 

the toes would just touch the ground 
or floor. Prisoners tied up in this man-

ner frequently had to remain sus-
pended until life was almost extinct, 
before the guards would cut them 

(Continued on page 6) 
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down. I have seen the blood run from the nose and mouth of some who were thus punished. This punish-
ment often compelled those upon whom it was inflicted to lie in bed for several days, unable to walk. 

 
“There was still another favorite mode of gratifying their insatiate thirst for punishment. They would procure 
half of a barrel or large box, have a hole made in it large enough for the prisoner's head to slip through, and 

so as to let the barrel or box rest on the shoulders; when this ornament was placed over the prisoner's head 

he was forced to walk from one end of the street to the other, from half a day to a whole week every day 
continually. This was very severe punishment. The barrel or box was very heavy, and all the time pressed on 

the shoulders with nothing to protect them, which made the carrying of very painful and annoying. 
 
“Still there was another mode, differing from all the others, but fully as harsh and severe, if not worse. The 

guards would procure a ladder long enough to reach from the ground to the top of the plank wall which en-
closed the prison grounds, the upper end of the ladder resting against the side of the parapet and the lower 

end on the ground just over the dead line. The prisoner would be compelled to climb up and down the lad-
der from morning till night, every day for a whole week, and sometimes longer; he was not allowed to stop 
and rest at all. One prisoner had to climb and descend this ladder for nearly a whole month. The only time 

that any rest could be obtained would be during meal time and at night. He was in charge of the sentinel on 
the parapet, and if he stopped to rest would have been shot. This tried men's souls, as well as their constitu-
tions. 

 
“Often if only one man was taken out to be punished, he would be stripped naked to the waist and given 

from fifty to one hundred lashes with a broad pistol belt on the naked back, so severe that the blood would 
trickle down the back to the heels. If a barrel was convenient, the prisoner would be stretched across it; if 
not convenient, then he would be stretched across the foot of a bottom bunk and whipped. 

 
“Just outside the kitchens, slop barrels were always kept for the purpose of depositing beef bones, and such 

other scraps and refuse as came from the kitchens; these would often remain until late in the afternoon 
without being removed and emptied. The hungry prisoners often resorted to these barrels in search of a beef 
bone from which to make soup, or bake by the heating stoves in order to obtain the grease. Whenever either 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Prisoners at Camp Douglas 
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or all of the "big four" caught any of the prisoners near the barrels, or would see any prisoner with a bone, 
they would make him take it in his mouth, get down on his hands and feet, go up and down the street from 

one end to the other, and bark like a dog, or imitate it as near as possible, the guard all the time laughing at 
the prisoner and keeping a pistol cocked at his head ready to fire. The "big four" called this the dog perform-
ance, or barking like a dog. Sometimes the "big four" would allow the prisoner to stand up and walk erect from 

one end of the street to the other, carrying the bone in his mouth; at the same time they would take their 
stand at some convenient place within range of the prisoner, in the event that an army pistol became neces-

sary to be used as a persuasive means to enforce this method of punishment. 
 
“It was death to cross the dead line. This dead line was placed around the walls of the prison, for the purpose 

of keeping any one from approaching the walls. A prisoner after reaching the plank wall could easily tunnel out 
and escape, and while tunneling could not be seen by the guard on the parapet, hence the object of the dead 
line. If a prisoner approached near the dead line, or stepped over it, either by accident or on purpose, he 

would be fired upon sure, and quickly reminded that he was on forbidden ground by the sharp crack of a 
Springfield rifle and the dull thud of a minie ball piercing his body through. If the sentinel on the parapet failed 

to fire at him, some one or more of the "big four" would do so, and they rarely missed their aim. ” 
 
SOURCE: A Sketch of the Battle of Franklin, Tenn.; with Reminiscences of Camp Douglas, by John M. Copley, 

1893. This work is the property of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
LINK TO FREE E-BOOK: http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/copley/menu.html 

PHOTOS USED: "Hanging Prisoners by the Thumbs," at Camp Chase and Johnson's Island by Joseph Barbie, 
1868; wide angle shot of prison from Bing images; small group of prisoners posing for a picture from Bing. 
 

Shared to the Sons of Confederate Veterans Facebook page by Tony Rowe. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Group of prisoners 

posing for a picture. 
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What Inspired the Confederate Soldier to Fight? 

 
Editor’s Note:  Apparently in this age when the self-declared social justice “warriors” see slavery 
(that ended more than 150 years ago) as the cause for all the social problems and their solution to 
right the wrong is to condemn the Confederate soldier and remove or prevent the public display of 
anything that honors him or commemorates his struggle.  If for no reason but to assure that the 
youngest generation learns the true story of the causes for the War Between the States, we must 
continue to explain that the Confederate soldier did not fight to perpetuate slavery.  DTH recently 
posted the following: 
 
Defending slavery did not inspire Confederate soldiers to charge Cemetery Ridge or stand like a 
stone wall at Manassas, nor did destroying it inspire Federal soldiers to hold out in the Hornet’s Nest 
or march up Marye’s Heights. 

 
Northerners and Southerners 

each believed with total sincerity 
that they were the heirs to the 

American Revolution defending 
the fundamental principles of 
their country ’s freedom. 

“Soldiers on both sides felt in-
tensely this honorable burden 

on their shoulders, and, of 
course, the tragic irony, one of 

the tragic ironies of the Civil 
War, is that Confederate and 
Union soldiers interpreted that 

heritage in precisely opposite 
ways,” said McPherson in a 

speech at Manassas National 
Battlefield Park. 
 

“In the image of the Founders, Confederates professed to fight for liberty and independence from a 
tyrannical government. Unionists fought to preserve the nation created by the Founders from what 

they regarded as its dismemberment, destruction, and ruin.” In other words, Northerners believed 
that the Union was America’s paramount political ideal and that its preservation was their sacred 

duty. Southerners, by contrast, believed that America’s paramount political ideal was self-
government and that they had a sovereign right to be free. 
 

These irreconcilable differences and mutual misunderstandings concerning each other’s motives led 
to the death and disability of over a million Northern and Southern soldiers, the despoliation of 

countless Southern citizens, and the destruction of the laws of the land – a cataclysmic loss of life 
and liberty which still scars not only the American landscape, but also the American consciousness. 

 
Photo: An illustration of the Battle of Gettysburg. Bettmann/Contributor 
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Lincoln Apparently Hoped for a Slave Insurrection 

 
Lincoln admitted that he thought that the issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation would "result in the massa-

cre of women and children in the South." No mass insurrection ever took place. However, the violence that did 
occur as result of Lincoln's document, took place in the North. 
 

According to Rhodes, in his History of the United States, Vol. IV., page 344, he says; "Lincoln's Emancipation 
Proclamation was not issued from a humane standpoint. Lincoln hoped it would incite the Negroes to rise 

against the women and children… His Emancipation Proclamation was intended only as a punishment for the 
seceding states. It was with no thought of freeing the slaves of more than 300,000 slaveholders then in the 
NORTHERN ARMY and included slaveholder Ulysses S. Grant and his wife." 

 
DTH 

Source: “Life and Letters of Robert Edward Lee, Soldier and Man” by John William Jones, 1906 
Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/details/lifelettersofrob00jone 

Photo used: Lee and Pendleton 
DTH 

(Continued from page 10) 

BULLET ROSETTE 

 
Bullet Rosette formed from a Northern bullet and a Southern bullet colliding.  The museum holding 

this one is not given but there are several of them at various museums. 
 

DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

After the firing on the "Star 

of the West" vessel by 

Southern forts, the last 

Southerner remaining in the 

cabinet resigned. Who was 

he?  

 

January’s question asked: 

The Union states’ popula-

tion at the war’s beginning 

was just over 20 million.  

What was the population of 

the Confederate states (in 

whole millions)? 

 

The answer: 

Nine million. 

 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

GENERAL PENDLETON SHARES LEE VIEWS ON DEFEAT… 

 
Many have questioned the validity of Lee’s confession to 

the Governor of Texas when he speaks of Southern post
-war subjugation and how he would have preferred to 
die with his sword in his hand. I think this passage 

might support to some extent that those words could 
very well have come from Lee lips: 

 
General Lee was lying on the ground. No other heard 
the conversation between him and myself. He received 

my communication with the reply: "Oh, no! I trust it has 
not come to that." And added, "General, we have yet 
too many bold men to think of laying down our arms. 

The enemy do not fight with spirit, while our boys still 
do. Besides, if I were to say a word to the Federal com-

mander he would regard it as such a confession of 
weakness as to make it the occasion of demanding un-
conditional surrender—a proposal to which I will never listen. I have resolved to 

die first; and if it comes to that we shall force through or all fall in our places. 
General, this is no new question with me. I have never 

believed we could, against the gigantic combination for 
our subjugation, make good in the long run our inde-
pendence unless foreign Powers should, directly or in-

directly, assist us. This I was sure it was their interest 
and duty to do, and I hoped they would so regard it. 

But such considerations really made with me no differ-
ence. We had, I was satisfied, sacred principles to 
maintain and rights to defend, for which we were in 

duty bound to do our Best, even if we perished in the 
endeavor." 
 

These were, as nearly as I can recall them, the exact 
words of General Lee on that most critical occasion. 

You see in them the soul of the man. What his con-
science dictated and his judgment decided, there his 
heart was. General Pendleton, Chief of Artillery. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 


