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The January meeting featured Compa-

triot and Past Camp Commander Dan 

Duggan who presented a program ti-

tled “Tom Jackson, Devout Presbyte-

rian.”  

Compatriot and Past Camp Commander 

Dan Duggan has informed me that 

Robert Murphree is on  deck for the 

program in February.  Robert’s subject 

will tie in with his column this month; 

he’ll speak on Lee’s retreat from Get-

tysburg. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  February 22, 2021, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

February Meeting 

Lee’s Retreat from 

Gettysburg 

January Meeting 
Report 
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Stonewall’s Religion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

H ear attentively the 
noise of his voice, 

and the sound that goeth 
out of his mouth. 

H e directeth it under 
the whole heaven, 

and his lightning unto the 
ends of the earth. 

A fter it a voice 
roareth: he thunder-

eth with the voice of his 
excellency; and he will not 
stay them when his voice 
is heard. 

G od thundereth marvel-
lously with his voice; 

great things doeth he, 
which we cannot compre-
hend. 

F or he saith to the 
snow, Be thou on the 

earth; likewise to the small 
rain, and to the great rain 
of his strength. 

H e sealeth up the 
hand of every man; 

that all men may know his 
work. 

T hen the beasts go into 
dens, and remain in 

their places. 

O ut of the south 
cometh the whirl-

wind: and cold out of the 
north. 

Job 37:2-9 
(KJV) 

 

The First American Slave Owner 

 
The first slave owner in America was 

not only a black man, he received 
that right by court approval 
 

In 1654, it was time for Anthony 
Johnson to release John Casor, a 

black indentured servant.  Instead 
Anthony told Casor he was extending 
his time. Casor left and became em-

ployed by the free white man Robert 
Parker.  Anthony Johnson sued Robe 
Parker in the Northampton court in 

1654.  In 1655, the court ruled that 
Anthony Johnson could hold John 

Casor indefinitely. The court gave ju-
dicial sanction for blacks to won a 
slave of their own race.  Thus Casor 

became the first permanent slave and 
Johnson the first slave owner. 

 
Editor’s Note:  This was taken from a 
photographic meme posted on Face-

book some time ago.  Some years 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Calendar March 29, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

April 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 24, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 28, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 23, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 27, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 25, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

We all know what happened AT Gettysburg, but have we ever given much 
thought to what happened AFTER Gettysburg?  For the first time, the North had 
gained a strategic and tactical triumph over the famous Army of Northern Vir-

ginia, and this, coupled with the fall of Vicksburg, sent the North into a delirium 
of joy and ecstasy.  It was a small step from this euphoria to feeling the war 
was almost over and victory was within sight.  The Northern press naturally led 

the charge in this belief, but the same feeling was reflected in numerous letters 
home from men in the Army of the Potomac.  

 
Yet for all this false optimism, the clear fact was that the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia was still in existence, and any person who felt it would fight no more was 

fooling nobody but themselves.   Just as soon as it became clear that Lee was 
retreating back toward Virginia, a clamor arose for Meade to follow Lee, and de-

stroy the Southern army before it could cross the Potomac back into Virginia. 
The number one proponent of this course of conduct was none other than Abra-
ham Lincoln.  

 
From Lincoln's perspective the task looked easy--you had a beaten army cut off 
from its base of supplies by a flooded river, encumbered by a large number of 

wounded.  He was already mad at General Meade for the way Meade had 
thanked his army after Gettysburg.  Mead had urged his army to greater effort 

to "drive from our soil every vestige of the presence of the invader."   Lincoln 
felt that in a war to establish the supremacy of the national government, and to 
prove the Union was indivisible, this proclamation seemed to imply the Southern 

Confederacy was a separate nation.  
 

Lincoln fell into the same trap that most of the Northern papers entered.  They 
concentrated on the damage done to Lee's army, and overlooked completely 
what had happened to the Union army.  The fact was Meade was just as dam-

aged in his victory as the Rebels had been in defeat.  Meade had taken some 
88,000 men into the battle but came out with a fourth of this number missing.  
The roll call of July 5 showed only 47,087 men present for duty.  The loss of of-

ficers was horrendous; a corps commander killed, two corps commanders 
wounded, two division commanders wounded; a total of 300 officers were miss-

ing.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Seeking God Daily 
 

In Isaiah 58:3, " Why have we fasted, they say, 
and You (God) have not seen? Why have we af-

flicted our souls and You (God) take no notice?" 
Then in verse 5b , God ask, " Would you call this 
fast? ( also can mean prayer life, worship, etc.) and 

an acceptable day to the Lord?"( NKJ ) The key 
thought , they PRETENDED to worship the Lord at 

church while they ignored Him (God) in their daily 
life!! 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

When Lee's army reached the Potomac it immediately 
began to build fortifications, and in short order a line of 

earthworks was anchored on both ends on the swollen 
river.  The army began to build a bridge over the river 
and to ferry wounded men and captured supplies 

across.  The return trip brought supplies of ammunition 
to the army, which it sorely needed.  To the Northern 
public however Lee's army looked ripe for destruction, 

and any delay was criticized.  
 

Lincoln and General Halleck both sent Meade messages 
urging him to attack Lee in his fortifications. Meade 
however was the one looking at Lee's army in the face 

and he was very reluctant to attack Lee's men when 
they were so well protected.   (By the way, the experi-

ence of the Wilderness a year later shows that Meade 
was wise to hesitate to attack the Army of Northern 
Virginia when it was entrenched.)  Lincoln and Halleck 

at once began a stream of order and appeals to Meade 
to attack immediately, but he--while not disobeying 

outright--began to "slow walk" the attack.   
 
When Meade could pause no more, he ordered a pre-

liminary attack to be made on July 14.  Shortly after 
daybreak Union skirmishers began to move forward 
toward the Confederate lines, and in a final rush came 

over the top of the works.   As one Union soldier wrote, 
"to our great surprise and also to our great  relief, we 

found them deserted."  Lee and his army had slipped 
across the Potomac the night of July 13.   Lincoln 
could, and did, rage about the missed opportunity, but 

it was easy for him to sit back in Washington and talk 
about destroying Robert E. Lee and his men.  The ac-

tual work of doing it was another matter.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Lee’s Explanation of Why the South Fought 

 
“Every brave people who considered their rights 

attacked and their constitutional liberties invaded 
would have done as we did. 
 

“Our conduct was not caused 
by any insurrectional spirit, nor 

can it be termed a rebellion; 
for our construction of the 
Constitution under which we 

lived and acted was the same 
from its adoption, and for 
eighty years we had been 

taught and educated by the 
founders of the Republic, and 

their written declarations, which controlled our 
consciences and actions. 
 

“The epithets that have been heaped upon us of 
‘rebels’ and ‘traitors’ have no just meaning, nor 

are they believed in by those who understand the 
subject, even at the North…” -Robert E. Lee, ex-
plaining his actions in a postwar letter to R.S. 

McCulloch 
 

DTH 

ago I read the account described briefly here and re-
member that the question before the court was more 

complicated than just right to own a slave; however, 
this sums up the important details fairly succinctly.  
One thing that made me decide to use the text details 

but not reproduce the photo version of the meme is 
that the meme purports to show a photograph of An-
thony Johnson.   Since cameras didn’t come into use in 

even the most primitive form for more than 150 years 
after the event described, I doubt the image used was 

this Anthony Johnson. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Raphael Semmes’ Observation on the North’s Use of Slavery to Justify War 

 
"With the exception of a few honest zealots, the canting hypocriti-

cal Yankee cares as little for our slaves as he does for our draught 
animals. The war which he has been making upon slavery for the 
last 40 years is only an interlude, or by-play, to help on the main 

action of the drama, which is Empire; and it is a curious coinci-
dence that it was commenced about the time the North began to 

rob the South by means of its tariffs. 
 
When a burglar designs to enter a dwelling for the purpose of rob-

bery, he provides himself with the necessary implements. The 
slavery question was one of the implements employed to help on 
the robbery of the South. It strengthened the Northern party, and 

enabled them to get their tariffs through Congress; and when at 
length, the South, driven to the wall, turned, as even the crushed 

worm will turn, it was cunningly perceived by the Northern men 
that 'No slavery' would be a popular war-cry, and hence, they used 
it." 

 
Captain Raphael Semmes, C.S.N. August 5th, 1861 

 
DTH 

Editor’s note:  “Bloody” Bill Anderson, an infamous partisan in the Missouri border war, earned his nickname 
from his many killings of Federal soldiers and Union sympathizers and his relentless though somewhat brief 
personal vendetta against the Union.  He was apparently well educated and explained his reason for his ac-
tions in a letter to a newspaper.  This short item is from Defending the Heritage Facebook page as are many 
others in these newsletters. 
 

In a letter sent to a local newspaper, Bloody Bill wrote, "I have 
chosen guerilla warfare to revenge myself for the wrong that I 
could not honorably avenge otherwise. I lived in Kansas when 

the war commenced. Because I would not fight the people of 
Missouri, my native State, the Yankees sought my life, but failed 

to get me. Revenged themselves by murdering my father, de-
stroying all my property, murdered one of my sisters and have 
kept the other two in jail for 12 months. But I have fully glutted 

my vengeance. I have killed many, I am a guerilla. I have never 
belonged to the Confederate Army, nor do my men." 

 
Pro-Union supporters often harassed pro-Southern families and 
in March of 1862, Anderson's father was shot dead by a local 

judge. William and his brother later confronted the judge and 
shot him dead. Following this incident, the family left Kansas 

relocated to Missouri. 
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The LeMat Revolver 
 

In addition to J.E.B. Stuart, General Beauregard and Colo-

nel LeMat, the LeMat revolver was used by such famous 
Confederate officers as Major Generals Braxton Bragg, 
Richard H. Anderson and Major Henry Wirz. General 

Beauregard's personal engraved LeMat, which he carried 
throughout the war, is preserved at the Museum of the 

Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia. 
 

The distinguishing characteristic of LeMat's revolver is that its 9-shot cylinder revolves around a separate 

central barrel of larger caliber than the chambers in the cylinder proper. The central barrel is smoothbore 
and can function as a short-barreled shotgun (hence the name "Grape Shot Revolver") with the shooter se-
lecting whether to fire from the cylinder or the smoothbore barrel by flipping a lever on the end of the ham-

mer. 
 

Flipping the lever down caused the moveable striker to fall upon the primer set directly under the hammer, 
discharging the lower barrel, while leaving it in the standard position would fire the chambers in the cylinder, 
much like any other revolver. 

 
LeMat originally chambered his pistol for .40 (or .42) caliber revolver bullets, with a .60 (16 gauge) 

smoothbore barrel, and had a jointed ramrod (mounted on the right-hand side of the frame), which was 
used to load both barrels. 
 

When war broke out LeMat received Confederate contracts for the production of five thousand revolvers, and 
plans were laid to manufacture the gun abroad and then import them into the Confederacy, which lacked the 
necessary facilities to produce the weapon locally. Confederate gun runners were able to slip shipments of 

the gun through the Union naval blockade and it is estimated that about 2,500 made it into Confederate ser-
vice. 

 
DTH 

Stuart Beauregard LeMat Bragg 

Anderson Wirz 



6 

Reveille 

N.B. Forrest’s Comments Shortly After the War 

 
“I loved the old government in 1861. I loved the old Constitution yet. I think it is the best government in the 

world, if administered as it was before the war. I do not hate it; I am opposing now only the radical revolu-
tionists who are trying to destroy it. I believe that party to be composed, as I know it is in Tennessee, of the 
worst men on Gods earth – men who would not hesitate at no crime, and who have only one object in view 

– to enrich themselves.” 
 

Nathan Bedford Forrest, in an inter-
view shortly after the war 
 

Photo: Artwork of Dan Nance 
 
DTH via Stuart Miller 

 
******* 

 

Confederate Diversity Month, Day 
12 

[1861]   
“I said to 45 colored fellows on 

my plantation that I was going 
into the army, and if they would 

go with me, if we got whipped 
they would be free anyhow, and 
that if we succeeded and slavery 

was perpetuated, if they would 
act faithfully with me to the end 

of the war, I would set them free. 
Eighteen months before the war 

closed I was satisfied that we 
were going to be defeated, and I 
gave those 45, or 44 of them (one 

of the 45 deserted), their free pa-
pers for fear I might be called.”  

Those 44 free Black Confederates 
now immediately enlisted in 
Forrest's Cavalry for the duration 

of the war -- and they stayed until 
the end.  

 
In an 1868 interview with the Cincinnati paper, Forrest said of these men “these boys stayed with 

me, and better Confederates did not live.” 
-Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest 
 

From Lee Millar, N B Forrest Camp 215. "Fighting for General Forrest" 
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IN-LAWS OR OUTLAWS… 

 
Ulysses S. Grant’s father in law was Colonel Frederick Dent, an unre-

constructed Confederate, a St. Louis businessman and slaveholder 
who, when his daughter Julia went to the Executive Mansion early in 
1869 relocated there as well. 

 
When his daughter received guests, he sat in a chair just behind her, 

offering anyone within earshot unsolicited advice. Political and business 
figures alike got a dose of the Colonel's mind as they waited to meet 
with President Grant whose own father was constantly at odds with 

Colonel Dent. 
 
Robert Smith Todd, Lincoln’s father in law was a banker and his family 

was slaveholders; Mary Todd Lincoln was raised in comfort and refine-
ment. Five of Lincoln’s brothers in law served in the Confederate army. 

 
DTH 

The Conditions Contraband Slaves Endured 

 
Sara Colquit of the Sam Raney Plan-

tation at Camp Hill, Alabama: "We 
usta have some good times. We 

could have all the fun we wanted on 
Sa'dday nights, and we sho had it, 
cuttin’ monkey shines, and dancing 

all night long. Sometimes our mistis 
would come down early to watch 

us." The Slave Narratives 
 
Conversely under Union occupa-

tion…a letter by Charles Stevenas to 
Lt. J. H. Metcalf (Acting Assistant 

Adjutant General) on Jan. 27, 1863 
describes working conditions of con-

trabands at Kenner, La.: 
 
"The reason the negroes gave for their filthy conditions was that they had no time to clean up in. On 

inquiry I found they have worked from sunrise till dark, Sundays included, since last Sept. ..." 
 

"My cattle at home are better cared for than these unfortunate persons." --Col. Frank S. Nickerson, 
U.S. Army 

 
Elsewhere at Fortress Monroe in the Virginia theatre, Lewis C. Lockwood, a U.S. Senator from Massa-

(Continued on page 9) 
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YANKEES IN NORTH CAROLINA 
 
The threat of a visit by the Yankees hung constantly over Southerners’ heads. When they appeared at his 

grandmother’s house, Mrs. Tripp and the youngsters were huddled in the yard terrified at the very sight of 
these blue-clad devils whose reputation for monstrous deeds had long ago preceded them. 
 

The Yankees must have been rather playful that day. They asked the children if they had ever seen snow. The 
children, trembling with fright answered, “No.” 

 
In the South, many a southerner had for a mattress what was called a feather bed, a canvas bed-tick filled 
with heaps of chicken feather. Into the house dashed the Yankees, emerging only minutes later, laughing like 

ghouls from the depths of Hades while dragging all of the feather beds out into the yard. There before the lit-
tle mother and her brood, they ripped open the ticking and scattered feather everywhere. Then, as the last 

remnant of the family beds were drifting off on the wind, the Yankees gleefully announce to the horrified chil-
dren, “There! Now you’ve seen it snow!” 
 

Sometimes even the most Christian among us have to wonder if all mankind truly sprang from the same Adam. 
 

Source: Southern By the Grace of God by Michael Grissom 
Photo used: Artwork of Dan Nance 
 

DTH 
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Found on the internet.  Unfortunately, I lost the note which gave the source for the clipping.-Editor 

chusetts testifies that this kind of abuse was committed on a widespread extent. In a letter dated Jan 
29, 1862 he writes: "Contrabandism at Fortress Monroe is but another name for one of the worst 

forms of practical oppression -Government slavery. Old Pharaoh slavery was government slavery and 
Uncle Sam's slavery is a counterpart..." 

 
Photo: Contraband camps were located on the outskirts of Union encampments 
 

DTH 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

 Who was Camp Chase 

(prison for Confederate 

POWs) named for?  

  

January’s question asked: 

What did U.S. Grant really 

want to do (career) following 

graduation from West Point?  

Hint:  It had nothing to do 

with the military. 

 

The answer:   
A college professor. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

A Good Southerner Who Deserves to be Remembered 

 
Alf Whiting was born a 

slave in Winchester Virginia. 
He enlisted in the Army in 
1861 serving in Company K, 

13th Virginia Infantry with 
Isaac Brady, later they were 

transferred to the 11th Vir-
ginia Cavalry.  They were 
both captured and jailed at 

Cumberland, Maryland.  Mr. 
Brady was sent to Camp 
Chase, Ohio, and Alf was 

offered his freedom, but 
refused to take the oath of 

allegiance or to remain with 
the Federals.  Mr. Brady’s 
father, Samuel D. Brady, 

who lived near Cumberland, 
went Whiting’s bond for 

$6,000 on the condition 
that he would not cross the 
river into Virginia during the 

war. 
 

Whiting attended every 
Confederate reunion within 
reach, as well as funerals of 

veterans and selected his 
own pallbearers among 
them. 

 
From the Facebook page of 

the Virginia Division UDC.  
Slight editing of the text done by this editor. 

 


