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The January meeting featured Terry 

Arthur speaking on “The Guardian 

Program.”  

Dan Duggan has informed me that the 

February speaker will be Division Com-

mander Conor Bond who will speak on  

“The SCV in the 21st Century.”   

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  February 28, 2022, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

February Meeting 

Mississippi Division 

Commander 

Conor Bond 

January Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 
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The Guardian Program 

 
 
 
 
 

A nd in that day thou 
shalt say, O Lord, I 

will praise thee: though 
thou wast angry with me, 
thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfort-
edst me. 

B ehold, God is my sal-
vation; I will trust, 

and not be afraid: for the 
Lord Jehovah is my 
strength and my song; he 
also is become my salva-
tion. 

T herefore with joy 
shall ye draw water 

out of the wells of salva-
tion. 

A nd in that day shall 
ye say, Praise the 

Lord, call upon his name, 
declare his doings among 
the people, make mention 
that his name is exalted. 

S ing unto the Lord; for 
he hath done excellent 

things: this is known in all 
the earth. 

C ry out and shout, 
thou inhabitant of 

Zion: for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst 
of thee. 
 

Isaiah 12:1-6 
(KJV) 

 

YOU CAN’T MAKE 

THIS STUFF UP! 
 

Understanding Yankee logic: 

 
After the war in 1867 (during recon-

struction, or re-destruction if you’re 
from the South), the North removed 
the Southern states from the Union. 
 

This is the same Union that refused 
to allow the South to secede from it 

in 1861. 
 

However, to get back into the Union 

that the South didn’t want to be a 
part of in the first place, it was re-

quired to perform the function of a 
state in the Union, (while officially no 
longer part of the Union); by ratifying 

an amendment (14th) that previously, 
as states in the Union, they had le-
gally rejected! 
 

If they voted no, their vote didn't 

count because they were not in the 
union. If they voted yes, they were 
back in the union and their vote 

counted. And we think we have gov-
ernment corruption today. 
 

Wow, that’s deep. 
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Calendar March 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

April 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 23, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 27, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 22, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 26, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

The other day I was coming out of a doctor visit and there in the waiting room, 
sitting a wheel chair, was an old black man with a "WW II Veteran" hat on.   I 
went up to him and asked him if he really was in WW II, and he said he was, in 

the Pacific.   I shook his hand and thanked him for his service to our country.  I 
said to him, "If it weren't for men like you we wouldn't have our country."  The 
poor thing burst into tears and said, "I saw so many good men die."  I bet he 

did.  Like most of you I try to support these groups that provide homes for our 
wounded and disabled veterans, but every time I write a check I wonder why 

this work has to be done by private groups, and not by the same government 
who sent the men in harm's way.   
 

Melissa and I were picking up sticks last month in Greenwood Cemetery and 
came across the grave of  R. J. Harding.  The monument recited he was a Lieut. 

Colonel in the First Texas Regiment, CSA, born 1841 and died 1917.   Next to 
his monument was a granite shaft with the word "Harding" on it on one side.  
On the other side was the inscription that read as follows: 

 
“Here lies a Confederate soldier who fought for right and always regretted his 
cause was unsuccessful.”  

 
This was enough to convince me Col. Harding was my kind of man, so I asked 

Peter Miazza to see if he could come up with more information about the man.  
Of course Mr. Peter could, and did.  The man was from Texas and enlisted in a 
Texas regiment in 1861 and went to Virginia.  He fought in a number of battles 

there and was wounded in the Wilderness in the summer of 1864, a wound that 
kept  him from any further active service.   

 
After the war Col. Harding moved to Hinds County and was elected to the office 
of sheriff three times.   The newspaper reports of his death identified him as the 

man who, during the hot battles of the Wilderness,  took General Lee's horse by 
the bridle and turned Traveler around, stating the men would not go forward 
until General Lee went to the rear.  But the comment that cemented Col. Hard-

ing in my heart was the language in the paper that: 
 

“Among his hosts of friends he has been admiringly called one of the South's 
unreconstructed rebels, and of him these friends always spoke as finding in him 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

God's Anger vs Our Anger 

  
Really hate to admit it, I yelled in anger at my 
wife!! Then later God lead me to the six verses in 

Isaiah 12. God's Anger toward us for our sins but in 
verse 1, " Your (God) anger turned away and You 

(God) comfort me"! My anger was a selfish anger 
and I quickly convicted of it and let my wife know 
it! Read Isaiah 12:1-6.  

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

ernor of Virginia ordered the statue removed, linking 

his action to the death of George Floyd.   In doing so 
the man unilaterally determined that the existence of 

the statue violated the public policy of the State of Vir-
ginia.  After court action to stop the removal was un-
successful the state transferred the land and statute to 

the City of Richmond, who gave it to the Black Museum 
and Cultural Center.   It of course has now been re-
moved and cut up.  To my knowledge the only politi-

cian who spoke up against this action was Donald 
Trump.  

 
One of the important things that separates the United 
States from most of the rest of the world is the rule of 

law, the idea that all are bound by the law, and that 
the law is impartial and consistent.   A lot of what goes 

on these days worries me, but the trend that disturbs 
me the most is this drift toward a double standard in 
the law, where we have one set of laws for liberals, 

and another for conservatives.  We see the rioters from 
across the country from 2020 who burned and looted 

all went free; the January 6 rioters still rot in jail.  
Trump was impeached for a public phone call asking 
the President of Ukraine to look into corruption  con-

cerning the Bidens; Hunter Biden takes millions from 
foreign governments without any problems.  The top 
echelon of the FBI breaks the law and lies to Congress 

with impunity but it was done in an effort to damage 
Trump, so there are no consequences.  

 
If the Governor of Virginia had taken the action he did, 
say to take down the monument to Arthur Ashe, under 

the facts I relate above, does anyone doubt some court 
would have intervened to stop it?  Will General Lee get 

the equal application of the law?  Don't hold your 
breath. 

a man who would have been fighting the Union 
forces yet if it had been granted to him.”  

 
What a wonderful specimen of the American fight-
ing man!  Peace to your soul old warrior.  

 
The court action in Virginia that allowed the Lee 
Statue to be removed from Monument Row has 

been appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court.  The short version is that in 1886 the Lee 

Monument Association came into being to raise the 
funds to put the monument up.  A local man 
named Allen conveyed the land to this Association 

in 1887 with a deed that contained a restrictive 
covenant reciting that the land would be held for 

the sole purpose of serving as a site for the Lee 
Monument.   
 

In 1889 the Virginia Legislature passed a resolu-
tion accepting the land from the Association and 

agreeing to put up the monument, in a document 
that said the Association had the “guarantee of the 
state that it would hold said statue and pedestal 

and ground perpetually sacred to the monumental 
purposes to which they have been devoted.” 
 

For 130 years the beautiful monument sat there, a 
testament to the second greatest man this country 

ever produced.  Within days of the death of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis, the democratic gov-

(Continued from page 2) 
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The Louisiana Tigers 

 
The Making of a Louisiana Legend tells 

the story of the unit that was the ori-
gin of the famous name "Louisiana Ti-
gers." Officially, the unit was Company 

B, of Wheat's Battalion. It became fa-
mous because of their flashy Zouave 

uniforms, their famous battalion com-
mander, Major Roberdeau Wheat, and 
their heroics at First Battle of Manas-

sas. 
 
Their nickname, Tigers, became at-

tached, first to the battalion, and then 
to all Louisiana troops serving in the Army of Northern Virginia. The men became so notorious for their antics 

in camp, they got blamed for a lot of things they didn't do, although they did plenty on their own to deserve 
their reputation. As fighters in battle they were unsurpassed. LSU Tigers are named after this regiment. 
 

DTH 

CLEMENT NEELEY VANN 

 
Clement Neeley Vann, lieutenant colonel, 1st Regiment Cherokee 

Mounted Volunteers, served under the command of Native American 
General Stand Watie. 
 

Vann was 24 years old when he enlisted as a private at Fort Gibson, 
Cherokee Nation; his regiment was mustered into Confederate ser-

vice on November 5, 1861. He participated in a number of engage-
ments, including the Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, in March 1862. 
Vann and his men conducted repeated guerrilla attacks in the vicinity 

of Fort Smith, Arkansas. By September 1864, he was a lieutenant 
colonel commanding 200 veterans in General Stand Watie’s 800-man 
Indian brigade. 

 
Colonel Vann helped lead the successful Confederate attack on a 

large Federal supply train at Cabin Creek on September 19, 1864, 
one of the largest actions of the war in the Indian Territory and an important victory for Native American sol-
diers. The Federals lost $1.5 million in guns and other supplies in the action, and the victory was a great 

boost in morale for Trans-Mississippi Confederates. 
 

After the war, Vann resumed a position of influence in Cherokee Indian affairs. He was clerk of the Cherokee 
Council in 1869, and in 1870 was one of the five Cherokee delegates sent to Washington, D. C. 
 

Photograph of Clement Neely Vann seated with arm resting on side table. Clement Neeley Vann, lieutenant 
colonel, 1st Regiment Cherokee Mounted Volunteers 

 
DTH 
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CONFEDERATE THERMOPYLAEA 

 
On September 8, 1863, a group of less than 50 Irish-Confederate dock workers from Houston successfully 

defended Sabine Pass, Texas, from a much larger, better-equipped Union invasion force. For this action Lieu-
tenant Dick Dowling and his Davis Guards received accolades from a Confederate people thirsty for success. 
 

In 1882 Jefferson Davis referred to Sabine Pass as the Thermopylae of the Confederacy, referencing the fa-
mous battle of 480 B.C. in which three hundred Spartans under Leonidas fought and died defending Ther-

mopylae Pass against Xerxes and his Persian army. Unlike Thermopylae, Dowling and his Confederates suc-
ceeded without even suffering one casualty while capturing 350 Federals and disabling two gunboats. 
 

The Federals planned a surprise attack for the morning of September 7, 1863, but events soon went awry, 
forcing them to move back the attack to the next day. Steaming into the pass, a mixture of bad luck and in-

competence doomed the expedi-

tion. 
 

Dowling and his men, with their six 
small cannon, first disabled the Un-
ion gunboat Sachem, hitting the 

boiler and sending scalding steam 
and splinters through the wounded 

vessel. Next, the Federal Clifton 
ran aground, only to be bored 
through by shot after shot from 

Fort Griffin. The Union infantry 
support from Weitzel never materi-

alized and the remaining gunboats 
hastily withdrew back into the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

 
Photo: Dick Dowling Statue, 
Hermann Park, Houston, Texas 

 
DTH 

Richard (Dick) W. Dowling 
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THE RAPE OF ATHENS, ALABAMA 

 
In the middle of April 1862, the 18th Ohio under Turchin's 

command occupied Athens, Alabama, a prosperous town of 
about 1200 population. On May 1, however, they were 

driven out by a combined regular and partisan Confederate 
cavalry force of only 112 men and retreated back to Hunts-
ville. The Confederate cavalry was greeted with cheers and 

waving handkerchiefs by the citizens in the streets. Reports 
indicate that some Athens civilians may have fired on the 

Union troops from their homes as they left. The Confeder-
ate forces, however, quickly pulled out of town. 
 

The next morning Turchin marched into Athens unopposed 
with at least three regiments of his brigade. The townspeo-

ple, including the ladies, turned their backs 
to him as he rode into town. Turchin was 

furious with this gesture of impertinence 
and told his troops he would close his eyes 
for a few hours while they took their pleas-

ure in looting the town and terrorizing its 
citizens. He then left them to their depreda-

tions for the rest of the day. At least some 
of Turchin's troops stayed a few weeks. 

 
Later testimony indicated that numerous 
homes, offices, and stores were pillaged. 

Money, jewelry, dishware, silver, watches, 
clothes, shoes, medical supplies, medical 

instruments, and anything else of value 
were stolen. Furniture, carpets, artwork, 
and fixtures were destroyed. Books and es-

pecially bibles were viciously destroyed. Numerous testimonies indicated that the soldiers' language 
to women was rude, insulting, threatening, and vulgar. One white woman, the pregnant wife of a 

Confederate cavalryman, was singled out and gang-raped, shortly thereafter dying from a miscar-
riage. Several black servant girls were raped, and several more had to fend off attempted rapes. 

The commander made his headquarters in the home of a prominent citizen and refused to let his 
sick daughter receive any medical treatment. She subsequently died. Shots were fired into homes 

(Continued on page 7) 

Ivan Vasilyevich Turchaninov (rus. Иван Васильевич 

Турчанинов); December 24, 1822 – June 18, 1901) better known 
by his Anglicised name of John Basil Turchin, was a Union Army 

brigadier general in the American Civil War. —From the condensed 
results from Wikipedia after a general internet search for 
“Turchin.”  
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and terror reigned. Some of the troops billeted themselves in the slave quarters on a nearby planta-
tion for weeks, debauching the females. They roamed with the males over the surrounding country, 

plundering and pillaging. 
 

Some Union officers of integrity among Turchin's troops, however, reported this to his Division 
Commander, Major General O. M. Mitchell. Mitchell immediately rebuked Turchin and notified Gen-
eral Buell and Secretary of War Stanton. After some delay on the part of Stanton, General Buell, a 

very effective officer of high integrity who was especially concerned that his soldiers conduct them-
selves with honor, stepped in and relieved Turchin of command, insisting on his court-martial. 

 
Most of the information in the previous paragraphs was taken from the court-martial proceedings of 
August 1862. Brigadier General James A. Garfield, a future President of the United States, presided 

over the court-martial. Turchin and one of his regimental commanders, Col. Gazlay, were found 
guilty and dismissed from the Army. Charges against several other officers were dropped on proof 

they were only acting on Turchin's orders. General Buell approved and signed the verdict. 
 

The proceedings of Turchin's court-martial received considerable national attention and became the 
focus of a debate on the prosecution and conduct of the war. The Chicago newspapers bitterly con-
demned Buell for Turchin's dismissal and court-martial. Their howl for harsh policies including dev-

astation and plundering by Union armies was picked up by many other papers. The Radical Republi-
cans in Congress were especially pushing for a more vigorous and punishing war policy. 

 
Turchin's wife, evidently a very formidable woman in many regards, personally went to see Lincoln 

and persuaded him that not only should Turchin be reinstated but that he should also be promoted 
to Brigadier General: Hearing of this, General Buell protested to Secretary of War Stanton that: 
 

"If as I hear, the promotion of Colonel Turchin is contemplated I feel it is my duty to inform you 
that he is entirely unfit for it. I placed him in the command of a brigade, and now find it necessary 

to relieve him from it in consequence of his utter failure to enforce discipline and render it efficient." 
 
But within a few days of the court- martial, President Lincoln reinstated Turchin and promoted him 

to the rank of Brigadier General. A few months later Lincoln would make a similar promotion. In No-
vember Lincoln promoted Col. John McNeil, one of the senior officers responsible for the October 

1862 Palmyra Massacre in Missouri, to Brigadier General. It was obvious that Total War policy had 
many advocates in Washington. 

 
Brigadier General Turchin and his wife returned to their home in Chicago to cheering crowds. He 
was presented a sword, and a band played "Lo, the Conquering Hero Comes." On August 30, Gen-

eral Buell was informed that a large part of Athens, Alabama, had been burned by Union troops 
passing through the town. 

 
Source: The Un-Civil War By Mike Scruggs, Truths Your Teacher Never Told You 

Copyright 2007 by Universal Media, Inc. 
DTH 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Editor’s Note:  The following are three explanatory postings covering a Confederate soldier’s kit and uniform.  
These were originally posted to the Facebook page of Company A, 24th Virginia Infantry (apparently a reen-
actor group) some time in the past and were recently reposted.  I found them shared on the Facebook page 
of Sons, Friends of Confederate Veterans.  Since this was created by an ANV reenactment unit, it is tied to 
the Army of North Virginia and may not be accurate for units in the other armies.  I have seen various com-
ments made discussing that the ANV received the most attention from the CSA government because initially 
they thought the war would primarily be fought in ANV’s operating area.  Be that as it may, the postings still 
serve to help educate the uninformed about what went into outfitting a soldier for battle. 

OUTFITTING A CONFEDERATE SOLDIER 

 
Part 1:  Cartridge box and associated equipment 

 
To start us off, in the first image (left), here is replica Magee & George car-
tridge box & a cap pouch. 

 
 

Image 2 shows the various contents & implements used to keep the soldiers 
gun working. 
 

1 - Inside the car-
tridge box are two 

metal tins. These not 
only add strength & 
shape to the box, but 

also hold the ammu-
nition. Here we can see it in four ‘Arsenal’ 
packs. 

2 - Kept in the ‘Implement Pocket’ are these 
scraps of cloth, sometimes bits of an old shirt or 

rag. These are used to wipe out the bore of the 
weapon after use. 
3 - Also kept in the ‘Implement Pocket’ is this 

cone, or nipple, wrench. This is used to remove 
the cone for cleaning or replacing. (This soldier 

carries a spare cone elsewhere). It also doubles 
up as a screwdriver. 
4 - Inside the cap pouch this 24th Virginia sol-

dier keeps his cone, or nipple, pick. Used to 
clean out debris from the cone after excessive 
firing. 

5 - This Tompion is used after cleaning to keep 
the barrel free of dirt & also in wet conditions to 

protect the inside of the barrel. It can be kept in 
the ‘Implement Pocket’ or in a pocket or haver-
sack. 

6 - This is actually a sergeants tool, this kit be-
longs to a Sgt. of Company A, consisting of a 

(Continued on page 9) 
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ball puller, worm, screwdrivers, cone pick, cone wrench & spring clamp. It’s too big to be carried in the car-
tridge box so would be in a knapsack or haversack. Used to help the men under his command keep their 

guns working in the field. 
 

Part 2:  Haversack and canteen 
 
In image 1 (left) you can see the haversack, tin mug & wooden canteen, all 

carried on the left hip so as not to obstruct the cartridge box. 
 
Image 2 shows the various contents this soldier is carrying in his haversack. 

He would simply have water in his canteen. 
 
1 - Canteen half. A tin canteen perhaps thrown away or found on the field of 

battle, split in half produces a surprisingly good frying pan, bowl & eating dish, 
all in one! 

2 - A small poke sack with some rice & peas carefully hoarded. 
3 - This soldier has also somehow managed to pick up some coffee beans, 
maybe from Union 

p r i s o n e r s  o r 
traded for to-

bacco. 
4 - Hardtack. A substitute for fresh bread, often 
reputed to be hard enough to break teeth & 

even stop bullets! This man has less than 1 days 
issue left. If lucky he may also be issued salt 
pork or some sort of meat. This is missing here, 

suggesting it was eaten as soon as this Company 
A man was issued it. 

5 - Fork & pocket knife. This Virginian carries his 
pocket knife in his haversack but it could just as 
easily be found in his trouser pocket. 

6 - Candle. 
7 - A very small mirror. Once again this item 

could just as easily be found in a blanket roll or 
knapsack. 
8 - A simple housewife with a few scraps of 

cloth, buttons, thread & needles. Likewise this is 
an item that could easily be placed elsewhere in 

the soldiers kit. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 



10 

Reveille 

Part 3:  Uniform and other items carried in pockets 
 
Image 1 shows the jeancloth* uniform of jacket & trousers, brogans (boots) 
with a forage cap to the left & slouch hat to the right. On campaign the sol-
dier would only have one piece of headdress. 

 
*Jeancloth, or jeanwool, was a mix of cotton & wool & it was very hard 

wearing, cheap & easy to produce. Prior to the war it was traditionally seen 
as a clothing material only for the lowest ranks of society. However it suited 
the Confederacy perfectly as they tried to find ways to deal with the Union 

blockade & ongoing shortage of material. It is also incidentally the origin of 
our modern day jeans! 

 
In image 2 we can 
see the uniform 

opened up & the vari-
ous bits this man has 
in his pockets. 

 
1 - Trousers, made of 

jeancloth with cotton 
braces. We will spare 
this mans blushes & 

leave his drawers under his trousers! 
2 - Jacket, again made of jeancloth, lined & similar to 

the pattern we call today the Richmond Depot Type 
1. It has epaulets & belt loops, black piping on the 
collar & black sergeants stripes. 

3 - Slouch hat. In the field this Virginian has opted for 
the comfortable civilian style slouch hat with a brass 
‘A’ denoting his company. 

4 - Brogans. 
5 - Socks. 

6 - Civilian style, checked shirt. 
7 - In one of the breast pockets of his jacket he car-
ries a journal & pencil. 

8 - In one of his trouser pockets he carries a pocket 
knife, a few confederate notes left from his recent 

pay issue & a confederate gold $20 piece given to 
him by his sweetheart when he left for war. 
9 - Matches carried in the other pocket, safely inside 

a tin box to protect them from moisture. 
 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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I got this flyer from the Forrest Camp in Memphis.  It was sent to their mailing list for infor-

mation.  I thought maybe some of you would like to know as well. 



12 

Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

Who is credited with creating 

the designation “War Between 

the States”? 

 

January’s question asked: 

What distinction did the 69th 

North Carolina (C.S.A.) have?  
 

The answer:   
The regiment had two compa-

nies of Cherokee Indians. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

SOUTHERN LADIES 

 
“The call of the drum 

resounded from moun-
tain to seaboard. Men, 
women and children 

participated in the gen-
eral enthusiasm. Beauti-

ful banners were being 
made by womanly fin-
gers and presented to 

the companies with 
womanly benedictions. 
Why is it, my friend, 

why is it, that loving, 
pitying, tender-hearted 

woman, who will not 
willingly tread upon a 
worm, is always first 

and foremost in urging 
their husbands, broth-

ers, sons, to battle for 
their country or their 
section? It is a fact that 

but for the smiles of 
mothers, wives, sisters 

and sweethearts, Geor-
gia would never have 
sent 100,000 soldiers to 

the front.” 
 
Source: Bill Arp: from 

the Uncivil War to Date. 
1861-1903 – Bill Arp 

Link to free e-book: 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/arp/menu.html 
Photo: Art work of Don Stivers 

 
DTH 


