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The annual camp Christmas Social was 

held on December 15.  Apparently a good 

time was had by all. 

Commander Sandy Jackson reports that 

he has lined up Compatriot Bill Lee to 

present a program on the Lee Family 

Ancestral Home in England. 
 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  January  26.  5:30 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

See you there! 

January Meeting  

The Lee Family 

Ancestral Home 

December Meeting 
Report 
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I n the beginning 
was the Word, 

and the Word was 
with God, and the 
Word was God. 

T he same was in 
the beginning 

with God. 

A ll things were 
made by him; 

and without him 
was not any thing 
made that was 
made. 

I n him was life; 
and the life was 

the light of men. 

A nd the light 
shineth in 

darkness; and the 
darkness compre-
hended it not. 
 

John 1:1-5  
(KJV) 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Robert E. Lee 
January 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thomas J. “Stonewall” 

Jackson 
January 21 
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Calendar 

January 19, 2016 

“High Noon” Flag 

rally at south steps of 

the Capitol 

 

January 26, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

February 23, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

March 22, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

April 24, 2016 
Confederate Memorial 

Da y Ob s e r v a t i o n , 

Greenwood Cemetery, 

Confederate Section 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: 

csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses 

and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
William M. Blackford of Lynchburg, Virginia sent five of his sons into the Con-
federate army, and wonder of wonders all five survived. His son W. W. Black-
ford penned a firsthand account of his experiences in the war that is hard to 
beat for interest, style and content.   I take two points from the book, bearing 
in mind I have to give you the short version. 
 
The first point is the impact the Northern reaction to the John Brown raid and 
Brown's trial had on the Southern people.  I have read in a number of firsthand 
accounts written by Confederates of the surprise and outrage so many felt at 
how the North lionized a man who, by his own admission, was determined to 
commit murder against the people of the South.  Blackford remarks that: 
 
Brown was caught and hung as he deserved but what was the  surprise of the 
people of the south to see his course endorsed by a large portion of the north-
ern people . . . . That a large part of our countrymen should allow themselves 
to sympathize with a plot involving the indiscriminate rape of innocent women, 
their subsequent murder and the murder of all children is a stain forever upon 
our country. 
 
Seeing the response of the Northern people to the Brown affair Blackford be-
came "so firmly convinced that there might be trouble" that he immediately 
began to raise a cavalry company.  
 
The second involves Blackford using a force of Yankees to capture more Yan-
kees, right after First Manassas.  His men had captured a number of Yankees 
and kept bringing them back to Blackford, but were so eager to capture more 
he couldn't get any of his men to stay put.  Bottom line was he found that he 
and two other men were guarding some sixty Yankees.  He was marching 
them along a road so strewn with arms and ammunition that he was worried 
the Yanks would pick some up and turn the tables.  He separated the officers 
from the men and then marched them "double quick."  He says, "…after a half 
mile of this treatment, through ankle deep dust" at 80 degrees made them 
"gentle as lambs."   
 
column was proceeding along when the Rebel in front beckoned to Blackford.  
The man reported there were some 30 Yankees up ahead at a farmhouse, fully 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 
are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

The Cup of Life 
 
When viewing the movie “Gettysburg” there is one 
profound scene.  It’s the segment where the men 
are making peace with death before the famous 
Pickett's Charge.  In Luke 22:48 Jesus was preparing 
to die as well.  John Piper stated, “Jesus did not go 
on praying for the cup to pass.  He went on praying 
for “success” in drinking it! 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
 

armed, lying down under some trees.  Blackford 
reflected, and then realized the dust on his prison-
ers' uniforms was so thick it made it hard to see 
which side they were on, so he "…determined to 
charge down the road with the prisoners and cap-
ture the occupants of the yard, if possible."  
 
He then "double-quicked" the prisoners almost to 
where the other Yankees were and stopped the col-
umn just before they got to the gate of the yard 
where the armed Union men were.   He said the 
column came up the road "in fine style, wrapped in 
a cloud of dust" while the tramp of the marching 
made quite "a martial sound."  Just as the armed 
Yankees saw them and leaped up with guns 
cocked, Blackford rode up to the nearest officer, 
pointed his pistol at the man and ordered him to 
throw down his arms.  The Yankee officer did so 
and the other men and officers in the yard followed 
suit.  
 
What to do then?  He said he worried about 
"unsafe revelations" so he formed up the new 
bunch in front of the old captives, and, thinking 
"some more double-quicking would be desirable."   
So down the road they all went, as far as the col-
umn of prisoners "could stand it."  
Night was coming on so Blackford, after alerting his 
man to the ruse, in a loud voice commanded one of 
his men to "ride over to General Beauregard's 
headquarters" to find out what to do with the pris-
oners.  The fellow galloped off through the woods 
and in  few minutes came back and said Beaure-
gard had said to take them on to Manassas and 
turn them over the provost.   
 
A short time later more Confederates turned up, 
enough to form an effective guard.  Then and only 
then did Blackford tell the ranking officer that the 
last bunch had been captured with their own men! 

(Continued from page 2) 

WHEN THE TALIBAN WORE BLUE... 
 

The persecution of Southern women and children 
was only one of many war crimes against civilians by 
the Union’s “Taliban in blue.” 
 
The 5th Iowa Cavalry, in Tennessee, beheaded Jack 
Hinson's young boys (both non combatants) and put 
their heads on his fence posts... 
 
Pvt. Dewitt Jobe had his teeth kicked in, eyes 
plucked out and tongue cut out for refusing to give 
details on his comrades in arms. 
 
Homes were looted and burned, graves robbed, 
women raped and towns destroyed simply for spite.  
 
That was a different time and a different “Taliban” 
but the same depredations... 
 

Taken from a posting on 12-06-15 on the Facebook page 
of “Defending the Heritage.”  Some slight editing done by 
this editor.  
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PRAISE FOR LEE AND JACKSON 
By Chuck Baldwin 

 
January is often referred to as "Generals Month" since no less than four famous Confederate Generals 
claimed January as their birth month: James Longstreet (Jan.  8, 1821), Robert E.  Lee (Jan.  19, 1807), 
Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson (Jan.  21, 1824), and George Pickett (Jan.  28, 1825).   Two of 
these men, Lee and Jackson, are particularly noteworthy. 
 
Without question, Robert E.  Lee and Stonewall Jackson were two of the greatest military leaders of all 
time.   Even more, many military historians regard the Lee and Jackson tandem as perhaps the greatest 
battlefield duo in the history of warfare.  If Jackson had survived the battle of Chancellorsville, it is very 
possible that the South would have prevailed at Gettysburg and perhaps would even have won the War 
Between the States. 

 
In fact, it was Lord Roberts, commander-in-chief of the British 
armies in the early twentieth century, who said, "In my opin-
ion, Stonewall Jackson was one of the greatest natural military 
geniuses the world ever saw.   I will go even further than that
--as a campaigner in the field, he never had a superior.  In 
some respects, I doubt whether he ever had an equal." 
 
While the strategies and circumstances of the War of Northern 
Aggression can (and will) be debated by professionals and lay-
men alike, one fact is undeniable: Robert E.  Lee and Thomas 
J.  Jackson were two of the finest Christian gentlemen this 
country has ever produced.   Both their character and their 
conduct were beyond reproach. 
 
Unlike his northern counterpart, Ulysses S.  Grant, General 
Lee never sanctioned or condoned slavery.   Upon inheriting 
slaves from his deceased father-in-law, Lee freed them  And 

according to historians, Jackson enjoyed a familial relationship with those few slaves that were in his 
home.   In addition, unlike Abraham Lincoln and U.S.  Grant, there is no record of either Lee or Jackson 
ever speaking disparagingly of the black race. 
 
As those who are familiar with history know, General Grant and his wife held personal slaves before and 
during the War Between the States, and, contrary to popular opinion, even Lincoln's Emancipation Procla-
mation did not free the slaves of the North.   They were not freed until the Thirteenth Amendment was 
passed after the conclusion of the war.   Grant's excuse for not freeing his slaves was that "good help is so 
hard to come by these days." 
 
Furthermore, it is well established that Jackson regularly conducted a Sunday School class for black chil-
dren.   This was a ministry he took very seriously.   As a result, he was dearly loved and appreciated by 
the children and their parents. 
 
In addition, both Jackson and Lee emphatically supported the abolition of slavery.   In fact, Lee called 
slavery "a moral and political evil." He also said "the best men in the South" opposed it and welcomed its 
demise.   Jackson said he wished to see "the shackles struck from every slave." 

(Continued on page 5) 
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To think that Lee and Jackson (and the vast majority of Confederate soldiers) would fight and die to pre-
serve an institution they considered evil and abhorrent--and that they were already working to dismantle--
is the height of absurdity.  It is equally repugnant to impugn and denigrate the memory of these remark-
able Christian gentlemen. 
 
In fact, after refusing Abraham Lincoln's offer to command the Union Army in 1861, Robert E.  Lee wrote 
to his sister on April 20 of that year to explain his decision.  In the letter he wrote, "With all my devotion 
to the Union and the feeling of loyalty and duty of an American citizen, I have not been able to make up 
my mind to raise my hand against my relatives, my children, my home.   I have therefore resigned my 
commission in the army and save in defense of my native state, with the sincere hope that my poor ser-
vices may never be needed .  .  ." 
 
Lee's decision to resign his commission with the Union Army must have been the most difficult decision of 
his life.  Remember that Lee's direct ancestors had fought in America's War For Independence.  His father, 
"Light Horse Harry" Henry Lee, was a Revolutionary War hero, Governor of Virginia, and member of Con-
gress.  In addition, members of his family were signatories to the Declaration of Independence. 
 
Remember, too, that not only did Robert E.  Lee graduate from West Point "at the head of his class," he is 
yet today one of only six cadets to graduate from that prestigious academy without a single demerit. 
 
However, Lee knew that Lincoln's decision to invade the South in order to prevent its secession was both 
immoral and unconstitutional.  As a man of honor and integrity, the only thing Lee could do was that 
which his father had done: fight for freedom and independence.  And that is exactly what he did.   Instead 
of allowing a politically correct culture to sully the memory of Robert E.  Lee and Thomas J.  Jackson, all 
Americans should hold them in a place of highest honor and respect.  Anything less is a disservice to his-
tory and a disgrace to the principles of truth and integrity. 
 
Accordingly, it was more than appropriate that the late President Gerald Ford, on August 5, 1975, signed 
Senate Joint Resolution 23, "restoring posthumously the long overdue, full rights of citizenship to General 
Robert E.  Lee." According to President Ford, "This legislation corrects a 110-year oversight of American 
history." He further said, "General Lee's character has been an example to succeeding generations .  .  ." 
 
The significance of the lives of Generals Lee and Jackson cannot be overvalued.  While the character and 
influence of most of us will barely be remembered two hundred days after our departure, the sterling char-
acter of these men has endured for two hundred years.  What a shame that so many of America's youth 
are being robbed of knowing and studying the virtue and integrity of the great General Robert E.  Lee and 
General Thomas J.  "Stonewall" Jackson. 
 
Furthermore, it is no hyperbole to say that the confederated, constitutional republic so ably declared by 
Thomas Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence of 1776 and codified into statute by the U.S.  Consti-
tution of 1787 was, for the most part, expunged at the Appomattox Court House in 1865.  After all, it was 
(and is) the responsibility of the states to be the ultimate vanguard of liberty.  Without a tenacious, unre-
lenting defense of liberty by the sovereign states, we are reduced to ever-burgeoning oppression--which is 
exactly what we see happening today. 
 
Thankfully, freedom's heartbeat is still felt among at least a few states.  State sovereignty resolutions, 
Firearms Freedom acts, official letters, statements, and resolutions threatening secession have already 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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taken place. 
 
Yes, freedom-loving Americans in this generation may need to awaken to the prospect that--in order for 
freedom to survive--secession may, once again, be in order.  One thing is for sure: any State that will not 
protect and defend their citizens' right to keep and bear arms cannot be counted on to do diddlysquat to 
maintain essential freedom.  It is time for people to start deciding whether they want to live free or not--
and if they do, to seriously consider relocating to states that yet have a heartbeat for liberty. 
 
I will say it straight out: any State that will not protect your right to keep and bear arms is a tyrannical 
State! And if it is obvious that the freedom-loving citizens of that State are powerless to change it via the 
ballot box, they should leave the State to its slaves and seek a land of liberty. 
 
I, for one, am thankful for the example and legacy of men such as Robert E.  Lee and Stonewall Jackson.  
They were the spiritual soul mates of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.  They were men that 
loved freedom; they were men that loved federalism and constitutional government; and they were men 
of courage and understanding.  They understood that, sometimes, political separation is the only way that 
freedom can survive.  Long live the spirit of Washington, Jefferson, Lee, and Jackson! 
 
Copied from “Defending the Heritage” Facebook page, 01/15/16.  Slight editing done for readability 
and correction of formatting errors which occurred when transferring the html document. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Black Confederate 
 

Horace King was born into slavery in 1807 in South Carolina. In 
1830 his "owner" died and Horace was then sold to an architect 
named Godwin. Horace realized he was interested in architecture 
and had a natural talent for it. Horace's reputation as a builder 
spread quickly and he came to the attention of a lawyer in Alabama 
named Jemison. Jemison and Horace worked together on may pro-
jects, including bridges spanning the Chattahoochee River and the 
reconstruction of the Alabama state capitol in 1849. Jemison was 
instrumental in orchestrating Horace's freedom by an act of the AL 
legislature in 1846, WAY BEFORE Lincoln's ILLEGAL WAR on the 
South. 
 
 Horace built numerous bridges for the Confederacy during the War 
Between The States, OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, and supplied logs, 
nails and over 15,000 feet of lumber for the construction of the CSS 
Jackson, which was an ironclad gunboat for the Confederate States 
Navy. That ship now resides at the Columbus National "civil war" 
Navy Museum. 
 
 We consider Horace a black Confederate by his genius in architec-
ture for the Confederacy. 
 
From the Facebook Page of the MS Div SCV, photo from the So. His-
torical Society 
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Trivia Question:  

This month’s question 

asks:   

What relatively famous 

Confederate also fought 

in the Spanish-American 

War and was said to refer 

to the current enemy in 

the heat of battle as Yan-

kees? 

 

December’s question 

asked: 

When artillery used 

round shot, where did 

they aim when firing on 

an attacking force? 

The answer:  They fired 

almost horizontally so the 

shot would hit in front of 

the attacking force and 

skip downrange. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

Lee at Fredericksburg 
 

Lee did not want to fight at Fredericksburg, he preferred to spare the towns-
people the hardship and the history of this little hamlet that once housed the 
law office of James Monroe, the boyhood home of John Paul Jones and former 
home of George Washington’s mother. Lee 
sent word to the Federals that he would 
not occupy the city if they agreed to do 
likewise. They refused, Burnside like his 
predecessor Pope desired to inflict as 
much pain on the civilian population as 
possible.  
 
The women, children and old men would 
have to evacuate the town and did so 
cheerfully incurring great hardships while 
surrendering their homes to the enemy 
who took great pleasure in looting and de-
stroying everything within their reach. For 
this they would pay an awful price in blood 
the following day.  
 
Barksdale’s Mississippians had to be 
threatened with arrest in order to get them 
to cease firing on the blue-coated invaders and withdraw from the town. Out-
numbered nearly two to one the Confederate defenders inflicted over 13,000 
casualties on their enemy while suffering only 4,500 themselves. This humiliat-
ing defeat would result in Burnside being relieved of Command in January 
1863… 
 
From the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage” 


