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The December meeting was our usual 
informal Christmas social focused on 

fellowship, food, and celebrating the 
birth of our Lord and Savior. The January meeting will feature a pro-

gram by one of our favorite presenters, 

Grady Howell.  Grady will speak on 

Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson in 

this the month of their birth. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  January 28, 2019,  6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

 

 

January Meeting 

Lee and Jackson 

December Meeting 
Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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Annual Christmas 
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T hen said Jesus unto him, 
Put up again thy sword 

into his place: for all they 
that take the sword shall per-
ish with the sword. 

T hinkest thou that I can-
not now pray to my 

Father, and he shall presently 
give me more than twelve 
legions of angels? 

B ut how then shall the 
scriptures be fulfilled, 

that thus it must be? 

I n that same hour said 
Jesus to the multitudes, 

Are ye come out as against a 
thief with swords and staves 
for to take me? I sat daily 
with you teaching in the tem-
ple, and ye laid no hold on 
me. 

B ut all this was done, that 
the scriptures of the 

prophets might be fulfilled. 
Then all the disciples forsook 
him, and fled. 

A nd they that had laid 
hold on Jesus led him 

away to Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and 
the elders were assembled. 

 

Matthew 26:52-57 
(KJV) 
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Calendar 

January 28, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

February 25, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

March 25, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 22, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 27, 2019 
Greenwood Cemetery 

Cleanup 

 

April 28, 2019 
Confederate Memorial 

Day, Confederate Sec-

tion, Greenwood Ceme-

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
You know, history is a fickle creature by any measure.   Men like Robert E. Lee 
and Jefferson Davis are now reviled, while many lesser men from the same 

era--like George Custer--remain heroes.  Of course the main hero from that 
period of our history is Abraham Lincoln.  He waged the War Between the 
States just to free the slaves, and the men who joined the Union Army did so 

just to end slavery, don't you know? 
 

Or did they?  The acknowledged last word on Lincoln is Carl Sandburg's six 
volume work entitled "Abraham Lincoln."  Written in the 1950s, before political 
correctness had rewritten American history to comply with modern accepted 

viewpoints, Sandburg's work is remarkably candid about what Lincoln's mo-
tives were for the war actions Lincoln took.   

 
Any person who reads Lincoln's inaugural address can only conclude either 
Lincoln was a monumental liar or he had no interest at all in ending slavery.  

Over and over Lincoln tried to reassure the South that he had no intention of 
attacking slavery. Indeed he went so far as to note that Congress had just 
passed a proposed constitutional amendment to the effect that the national 

government could not interfere  with slavery.  Lincoln said that he had always 
considered that rule "implied constitutional law" but that he had no objection 

to it being made "express" constitutional law. 
    
What changed between March, 1861 and the fall of 1862, when Lincoln issued 

the Emancipation Proclamation?   In a nutshell, what happened was the war 
was not going as well as Lincoln had hoped.  Urged by some to issue an edict 

on July 4, 1862 freeing the slaves, Lincoln replied that if he did so "half the 
officers would fling down their arms and three more states would rise."  About 
the same time Lincoln told an anti-slavery zealot "that the great masses of this 

country care comparatively little about the negro and are anxious only for mili-
tary successes."   

 
In late summer 1862 Lincoln was told by a minister he had sent to Europe that 
only one of three things could prevent European recognition of the Confeder-

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Melting Bitterness in Our Lives 

 
In Genesis 33:4 we see Esau seeing his brother 

Jacob who he earlier had hated him to the 
point he wanted to kill him, ran to Jacob, em-
brace him, kiss him and they both wept! So see 

when bitterness is melted in our hearts, then 
forgiveness is offered and then reconciliation 

begins with tears! We got to melt bitterness 
before we can experience forgiveness! 

 
  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

acy:  (1) complete military success; (2) resumption of 
cotton shipments to Europe; or (3) a clear cut policy of 

emancipation.  Lincoln wasn't having much luck with 
the first, the second was impossible, and that left . . . . 
option number three.   

 
We all know where the military initiative was in the 
summer of 1862.  On July 22, 1862, as Little Mac's ef-

fort to capture Richmond was fading into dust before 
General Lee's assaults, Lincoln wrote the following:  “I 

felt that we must change our tactics, or lose the game.  
I now determined upon the adoption of the emancipa-
tion policy.”  

 
Of course we all know that the proclamation was not 

issued then, for, as Lincoln wrote at the time, he did 
not want it to be "viewed as the last measure of an ex-
hausted government, a cry for help."   Which, to a cer-

tain extent, is exactly what it was.   But back to my 
original point:  how could emancipation be a "change 

of tactics" if that were the original goal of the War?  
The answer is obvious; emancipation became a goal 
only when Lincoln decided it was necessary to aid the 

war effort.  
 
But more importantly, for the current debate over the 

place of men like Robert E. Lee in our history, it raises 
a crucial, broader issue that I doubt we will ever hear 

addressed.  That issue is:  if Lincoln didn't launch the 
War to free the slaves--and Lincoln himself says he did-
n't--then how can some now claim men like Lee and 

Davis took up arms in 1861 in order to save slavery? 
 

I would not be surprised in 150 years if historians write 
that the US went to war in 1941 in large part to save 
the Jews of Europe from the terrible atrocities of the 

Germans.  A commendable goal no doubt, but one with 
no relation to the truth:  the plight of the Jews played 
no part in our entry into WW II.   In the same light, 

freeing the slaves played no part in Lincoln's assault on 
the South in 1861 and no part in the efforts the South 

made to defend itself.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Once more for anyone who hasn’t seen this: 

The New Meeting Location 
 
As stated in the November meeting report, all future meetings will be at the Masonic Lodge at 7454 Old Canton Road in 
Madison.  It is located between the Bruce Campbell Airfield and the fire station, across the street from the Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church. 
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Robert Edward Lee 
 

January 19, 1807 - October 12, 1870 

 
Robert Lee was one of the very few great men in 

whom there is no inconsistency to be explained, 
no enigma to be solved. How he appeared, he 
was. Lee was a true and complete gentleman, a 

man of simplicity and spirituality. 
 

Upon Lee’s death the New York Herald wrote an 
obituary as follows: 

 
“On a quiet autumn morning, in the land which he 
loved so well and served so faithfully, the spirit of 

Robert Edward Lee left the clay which it had so 
much ennobled and traveled out of this world into 

the great and mysterious land. Here in the North, 
forgetting that the time was when the sword of 

Robert Edward Lee was drawn against us, forget-
ting and forgiving all the years of bloodshed and 
agony, we have long since ceased to look upon 

him as the Confederate leader, but have claimed him as one of ourselves; have cherished and felt 
proud of his military genius; have recounted and recorded his triumphs as our own; have extolled 

his virtue as reflecting upon us, for Robert Edward Lee was an American, and the great nation 
which gave him birth would be today unworthy of such a son if she regarded him lightly.” 

 
“Never had mother a nobler son. In him the military genius of America was developed to a greater 
extent than ever before. In him all that was pure and lofty in mind and purpose found lodgment. 

Dignified without presumption, affable without familiarity, he united all those charms of manners 
which made him the idol of his friends and of his soldiers and won for him the respect and admi-

ration of the world. Even as in the days of triumph, glory did not intoxicate, so, when the dark 
clouds swept over him, adversity did not depress.” 
 

We live in a world now that is engaged in another type of war on its own people. Today it’s a cul-
tural war against our birthright to think and say what lives in our heart, against those who would 

distort what is right and what is true. 
 

In his book, The End of Sanity, Martin Gross writes: 
 
“Blatantly irrational behavior is rapidly being established as the norm in almost every area of hu-

man endeavor. There seem to be new customs, new rules, new anti-intellectual theories regularly 
foisted on us from every direction. Underneath, the nation is roiling. Americans know something 

without a name is undermining the country, turning the mind mushy when it comes to separating 

(Continued on page 6) 
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truth from falsehood and right from wrong.” 
 

I would have to agree with him. There is no longer tolerance in our society today, and many are 
ready to cave in before the opposition. While intertwined in all of this cultural chaos, some may ask, 

“Why talk about Robert E. Lee?” Certainly, our reasons may vary but they all boil down to the same 
things, Lee has taught us many lessons. 
 

Manhood was a positive concept for Lee and is synonymous with the perception of being a gentle-
man. Values were not up in the air, as they are today. As journalist Paul Greenberg has said, “The 

very words Lee used--gentleman, duty, honor, valor—have a quaint and different sound in these 
times.” 
 

What about Lee’s humility? He was a man who was very proud. He was also a man whom de-
scended from a long line of distinguished ancestors that would give cause for him to show an air of 

his superiority. Lee didn’t do that and actually was a humble man. One day he was asked, “Why is 
it, general, that you do not wear the full insignia of your rank, but content yourself with the stars of 

a colonel?” “Oh,” replied Lee, “I do not care for display. The truth is that the rank of colonel is 
about as high as I ought ever to have gotten; or, perhaps, I might manage a good cavalry brigade 
if I had the right kind of subordinates.” 

 
Above all else, Lee was a man of great and indomitable faith in Jesus Christ. Here is Lee’s orders 

requiring the observance of a fast day in August, 1863: 
 

“Soldiers! We have sinned against Almighty God. We have forgotten his signal mercies, and have 
cultivated a revengeful, haughty, and boastful spirit. We have not remembered that the defenders 
of a just cause should be pure in His eyes; that our times are in His hands; and we have relied too 

much on our own arms for the achievement of our independence. God is our only refuge and 
strength. Let us humble ourselves before Him. Let us confess our many sins and beseech Him to 

give us a higher courage, a purer patriotism, and more determined will; that He will convert the 
hearts of our enemies; that He will hasten the time when war, with its sorrows and sufferings, shall 
cease, and that He will give us a name and place among the nations of the earth.” 

 
Any man who could write such an order is a true American hero, not just a hero to the South or to 

the Confederate cause. 
 

DTH.  Presumably the author is one of the page administrators. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Editor’s Note:  Since I have made use of material from the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage so 
often in the newsletter, I thought I’d help that group by passing on the information on how to get an in-
formational CD with facts to support our Southern Heritage Defense. 
 

Link to Purchase of CD:  http://mestasmusicals.com/heritage-home  
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A CAUSE WORTH DEFENDING 
 
A party of three scouts set out to locate Sherman’s army. Returning from the mission, scout J.D. Hogan was 

captured and brought before Union Division commander Alpheus S. Williams, “Where is Hampton and Butler?” 
demanded Williams. 
 

“I cannot answer that question, General, but you will find them in the proper place at the right time.” 
 

Hogan was then brought to Sherman’s nearby headquarters where he encountered a deserter anxious to tell 
all he knew of Columbia’s defenses, “I rebuked him and denounced him as a cowardly traitor,” said the scout, 
who then quickly got into an argument with his captors. Sherman demanded that Hogan tell him the number 

of Southern troops in Columbia. 
 
“You will find an army there that will defend the city and defeat your army,” he replied.  

 
Sherman was not misled by the bravado of one rebel scout and told him the war would soon be over. “A man 

of your determination should be engaged in a better cause.” 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THE HOOP SKIRT SMUGGLERS 

 
In July 1864, four women risked charges of treason to smuggle supplies for Confederate soldiers across the 

Potomac River. Their story begins on the Maryland-Virginia border in northern Loudoun County, a place of di-
vided loyalties and fierce fighting, and serves to challenge conventional notions regarding nineteenth century 
women as weak and apolitical. 

 
The climate of war that framed the journey of Elizabeth White, Kate and Betsie Ball, and Annie Hempstone into 

Union territory to obtain supplies was one of increasing desperation for the Confederacy. The women’s illicit 
crossing of the Potomac from Virginia to Maryland coincided with a renewed burst of fighting on the border. In 
July 1864, General Robert E. Lee had ordered General Jubal Early to initiate an attack against Washington 

D.C., and in tandem with this offensive, Col. John S. Mosby was sent to sever communication lines between 
Washington and Harpers Ferry. Col. Mosby succeeded in defeating Union forces at their Point of Rocks base on 
July 5, 1864, and spent the evening dining at the Confederate enclave of Temple Hall. 

 
Temple Hall, located north of Leesburg, was the residence of Henry Ball, the father of two sons in the Confed-

eracy. Ball himself briefly fought early in the war and was once imprisoned for refusing to pledge allegiance to 
the Union. Also living there during this time was Elizabeth White, the wife of Confederate cavalry officer Elijah 
V. White. Mrs. White was not present at that 

night’s festivities, however, for on that 
morning she and three friends had em-

barked on a daring mission north into Mary-
land to retrieve supplies for “our dear Mary-
land boys in grey.” Annie Hempstone later 

wrote of their adventure as a “little trip 
across the Potomac,” which belied the true 

perils of their journey. 
 
While guns blazed just up the Potomac River 

in nearby Point of Rocks on the morning of 
July 5, 1864, Elizabeth White, Kate and Bet-
sie Ball (daughters of Henry Ball), and Annie 

Hempstone hurriedly crossed the Potomac 
at White’s Run. Once in Montgomery 

County, the four friends quickly set upon 
their covert mission to collect boots and 
clothing for Confederate soldiers. The next 

day, their hoop skirts heavily laden with con-
cealed supplies, the women attempted to 

return to Loudoun County, only to find that 
Union guards had arrived and a river cross-
ing was impossible. The women were forced 

to retreat to the Dickerson, Maryland home 
of Elizabeth White’s mother, and fearing ar-
rest, hid their clandestine goods in the walls 

of the house. Their concerns were soon vali-
dated, as the four women were arrested and 

transported to the Old Capitol Prison in 
Washington, D.C. (coincidentally where 
Henry Ball had been imprisoned in 1862.) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Though the women were intimately connected to the Confederacy and known to harbor secessionist views, no 

evidence could be found to support the charge of spying. The women maintained that their business in Mont-
gomery County was mere pleasure, and they were released three weeks later. Somehow managing to evade 
detection, Elizabeth White and her comrades promptly returned to the house in Dickerson, where they re-

trieved their concealed items, and once again attempted to cross the river, this time at Edward’s Ferry. 
 
The river crossing was a precarious and tension-filled affair due to the heavy (and treasonous) loads each 

woman was secretly carrying beneath the folds of her dress. Annie Hempstone seemed to relish the opportu-
nity to incite the ire of the Union guards: 

 
Upon arriving in Virginia, the boots and clothing were distributed to Col. White’s grateful cavalrymen. Elizabeth 
White, Annie Hempstone, and Kate and Betsie Ball had done more than deliver boots to Confederate soldiers, 

however. These women had taken great risks in order to accomplish their mission, and in the process had 
demonstrated their courage, their political resolve, and their willingness to enter the arena of the war to sup-

port their soldiers. They were, clearly, neither weak nor apolitical. 
 
http://www.crossroadsofwar.org/…/women-a…/civil-war-stories/ 

 
Photo: Elizabeth White sits to the right of her husband Lt. Col. Elijah White 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 8) 

 
“The cause is good enough for me,” shot back Hogan, “and if it goes down I will go down with it.” 

 
Source: “Wade Hampton Confederate Warrior, Conservative Statesman” by Walter Brian Cisco, 2004 

Link to preview of e-book: “Wade Hampton Confederate Warrior, Conservative Statesman” by Walter 
Brian Cisco, 2004 
Photo: JD Hogan (http://www.angelfire.com/un/hoganhistory/) 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 7) 

A YANKEE IS NOT ABOUT WHERE YOU ARE BORN… 
 
By Valerie Protopapas (A grand lady I respect very much, when she speaks, I listen)… 

 
A Yankee is not about WHERE you were born (I was born in New York!) but about your worldview.  
 

A Yankee never minds his own business, but he is perfectly willing to tell YOU how to live - and he will do you 
a harm if you are foolish enough to disregard his "advice."  

 
A Yankee is mean-spirited and greedy. He sees avarice as a virtue and toleration (not the "toleration" of politi-
cal correctness but actual humane toleration) as a vice.  

 
A Yankee will defend to the death your right to agree with him and if you don't, he will wage war against you 
(ask the people of the South in 1861).  

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.angelfire.com/un/hoganhistory/
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A Memory of Choctaw and Cherokee Confederates 

 
 “The Choctaw and Cherokee Indians who were Confederate 

soldiers came the second day. We gave them something to 
eat; they only asked for bread and sat on the ground to eat 

it. They were riding their Indian ponies and had their hats 
ornamented with gray peafowl’s feathers, they were very 
quiet, yet the Negroes were afraid of them.”  

 
Virginia McCollum Stinson from her memoirs on the welcome 

relief of Confederate soldiers whose arrival forced the Yan-
kee’s to abandon Camden Arkansas in April 1864. 
 

(Editor’s Note:  The picture at right has been cropped from 
the image included with this article in order to enhance the 

image of the subject.) 
 

Period paper slip behind image with inscription: Jim Iyl(?) 
killed Honey Springs July 1863 Col. Coopers Command. The 
Battle of Honey Springs, on July 13, 1863 was the most im-

portant Civil War engagement to take place in Indian Terri-
tory, and the most important engagement during the Civil War in which the majority of the combat-

ants were not white.  
 

"Col." Cooper refers to Brigadier General Douglas H. Cooper, who commanded the combined forces of 
the First and Second Cherokee Mounted Rifles, the First and Second Creek Mounted Rifles, the First 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment of Mounted rifles, and several units from Texas. The combined 

Confederate force -- estimated variously between 3400-5100 troops -- met 3000 Union troops from 
Kansas, Colorado and Wisconsin under the command of Brigadier General James Cabell. 

 
DTH 

Study concludes that Civil war death toll 

may have been much higher than previously 
thought. Shelby Foote stated that it could 

have been as high as two million. 
 

DTH 
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From a newspaper report: 
 
[Friday, June 18, 1920; Lexington, VA] 

Gen. John J. Pershing (the highest ranking individual 
in the United States Armed Forces during World War 

I) and Maj. George C. Marshall (who would become 
the U.S. Army Chief of Staff and a 5-Star General dur-
ing World War II) pay their respects at the grave of 

Lt. Gen. Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson. 
 

Both men, while taking part in the commencement 
exercises at Virginia Military Institute that year, visited 
the graves of Gen. Robert E. Lee & Gen. Jackson, lay-

ing wreaths at the respective gravesites. 
 

At the Lee tomb, Gen. Pershing referred to the Con-
federate General-in-Chief as one of the world's great-

est generals, and said that he was "a Christian gentle-
man whose character and life in war and peace 
Americans should emulate." 

 
In eulogizing "Stonewall" Jackson, "Black Jack" Per-

shing declared that the world looked upon this great soldier & Christian gentleman and his accom-
plishments with admiration and awe, with his military tactics studied throughout the world. 

 
Accompanying Gen. Pershing & Maj. Marshall to both gravesites were students of the Virginia Military 
Institute, U.S. veterans of the first World War and gray-clad Confederate veterans of the War Be-

tween the States. 
 

Copied from a post shared to an SCV page on Facebook.  Original post by Susan Lee 

 
A Yankee will admit that once he thought he was wrong - but he was mistaken! 

 
There are Yankees ALL OVER and not just North of the Mason-Dixon Line. But no 
matter where they are from, Yankees are intolerable as family, as neighbors, as 

politicians and as ACADEMICS! 
 
I need to ask Miss Valerie her definition of a “damn Yankee.”  

 
PHOTO: Captain Augustus C. Thompson Georgia Infantry (cropped from original 

due to space restrictions) 
 

DTH—Presumably written by one of the page administrators. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

What battle had the land-

marks Hell’s Half Acre and 

Slaughter Pen? 

 

December’s  quest ion 

asked: 

Fill in the blank:  General 

Lee said, “If I had _____ 

_____ at Gettysburg, I would 

have won the fight.”  
 

The answer: 

Stonewall Jackson 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

From the Confederate Veteran (1902): 

 
Little Laura Talbot Galt wouldn't sing 

"marching through Georgia" in her school 
in 1902.  
 

A strange report comes from a public 
school in Louisville. It is that "Marching 
through Georgia" is sung in school there. A 

special in the Atlanta Constitution states 
that Laura Talbot Galt, aged thirteen, a 

pupil, refused to sing "Marching through 
Georgia," as her teacher, Miss Sue Allen, 
instructed that Miss Galt has been with-

drawn and a complaint made to the super-
intendent. She not only refused to sing 

"Marching through Georgia," but she put 
her fingers in her ears when the school was singing the song, and was repri-
manded. 

 
Mrs. Laura Talbot Ross, the grandmother of little Miss Galt, is a Daughter of the 

American Revolution and a Daughter of the Confederacy. She instructed her 
grandchild to obey her teacher, but to protest against singing that song. The little 
girl says that Miss Allen, her teacher, refused to listen to her essays in which she 

gave the Confederates credit for bravery on sea and land. 
 
When asked as to why she put her fingers in her ears, little Laura answered: "As 

for putting my fingers in my ears I did that because I would not listen to a song 
that declares such a tyrant and coward as Sherman and his disgraceful and horri-

ble march through Georgia and the Carolinas to be glorious. I did not think, at the 
time, my teacher would think it very bad. I felt that forcing Southern girls who 
were in the room to sing or listen to such a song was an insult that I could not 

stand it." 
 

And that my friends is what I call an unreconstructed Southern girl! 
 
From a Facebook posting by the Loudoun Chapter 170 - United Daughters of the 

Confederacy 


