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The meeting was the annual Christmas 

social held a week earlier than regular 

meetings to avoid conflict with the 

holidays. 

The January meeting will feature a pro-

gram by Grady Howell talking about 

Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson in 

this, the month of their birth. 

  

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

  

When:  January 27, 2019, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

January Meeting 

Grady Howell on 

Lee and Jackson 

December Meeting 
Report 

The 
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Christmas Social 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T he Lord is my light and 
my salvation; whom 

shall I fear? the Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? 

W hen the wicked, even 
mine enemies and my 

foes, came upon me to eat up 
my flesh, they stumbled and 
fell. 

T hough an host should 
encamp against me, my 

heart shall not fear: though 
war should rise against me, in 
this will I be confident. 

O ne thing have I desired 
of the Lord, that will I 

seek after; that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple. 

F or in the time of trouble 
he shall hide me in his 

pavilion: in the secret of his 
tabernacle shall he hide me; 
he shall set me up upon a 
rock. 

A nd now shall mine head 
be lifted up above mine 

enemies round about me: 
therefore will I offer in his 
tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I 
will sing, yea, I will sing 
praises unto the Lord. 
 

Psalm 27:1-6 
(KJV) 

 

AN UNFORTUNATE TRUTH 

 
“Men fight for liberty and win it with 

hard knocks.  Their children, brought 
up easy, let it slip away again, poor 
fools.  And their grandchildren are 

once more slaves.” –D.H. Lawrence 
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Calendar 

January 27, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

February 24, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

March 23, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 26, 2020 

Confederate Memorial 

Day observation at 

Greenwood Cemetery. 

 

April 27, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

May 25, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
You know, I meant for this column to be my December, 2019 column but got 
a bit confused.  I am like the man walking down the street with a big "K" on 

the front of his shirt.  Another bystander hollered "Hey fellow, what does "K" 
stand for?" 
 

"Confused" was the reply. 
 

"You don't spell 'confused' with a 'K." 
 
"You do when you are as confused as I am."   

 
But anyhow, December, 1862 was a pretty good month for the Confederacy, 

as months went.  First General Lee pasted the Yanks at Fredericksburg, and 
then my favorite Yankee to dislike, Sherman, got his just deserts at Vicksburg, 
at the Battle of Chickasaw Bayou.  My grandfather asked his father, Thomas 

Martin Murphree, who served four years in Company F, 4th Mississippi, if his 
father ever recalled personally killing a Yankee.  My great grandfather said 
that he didn't recall any specific incident, but that at Chickasaw Bayou he felt 

he must have killed several.  The tale continued that at Chickasaw Bayou the 
Yankees were so close, and packed so close together, that my ancestors said 

there really wasn't any way to miss hitting somebody when you shot your gun.   
 
We have all seen that battered historical marker as you head up old Highway 

61 out of Vicksburg telling about Chickasaw Bayou.  That stream is a bit west 
of the marker and in these flood prone times it stays inaccessible a good bit of 

the time.  On December 26, 1862 Sherman landed three divisions from the 
Yazoo River at Johnson's Plantation, a bit northwest of Chickasaw Bayou.  
(When I was farming at Eagle Lake in the 1990s one of the large  landowners 

in the area was the Johnsons.  I wonder if it was the same family.)  You will 
recall that at the same time Grant was coming south down the Mississippi Cen-
tral Railroad. 

 
One result of using gunboats to come up the Yazoo River to start the cam-

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Iron Sharpening Iron 
 

My great grandfather, John J. Berry from Simpson 
County, fought in the Battle of Port Hudson, Louisi-

ana.   He fought with his brothers on both sides of 
him!  In 1908 at his death, his grandson saw 
among the clothes, a CSA hat with a hole in it!  He 

asked his mother why?  She said that when dad 
was ask about the hat he always quoted from Prov-

erb 27:17 to remind him how his brothers and oth-
ers of the CSA were doing, "as iron sharpens iron, 
so one man sharpens another"! 

  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

paign was that the Cairo was left in the bottom of the 
river for the next hundred years.   

 
Sherman first tried to flank the Confederate defenders 
but on December 29 he ordered a frontal assault.  As 

Sherman so eloquently put it when he issued the or-
ders,  "we will lose 5,000 men before we take Vicks-
burg and we might as well lose them here as anywhere 

else."   The Yankees launched a four hour bombard-
ment, using their gunboats, then the men moved for-

ward to assault the entrenched Confederates.  The 
Confederates had felled a number of trees and were 
well entrenched, while the terrain limited the ability of 

the Yankees to do anything but assault head on. 
 

Sherman relied upon his superiority in numbers to carry 
the day.  He had 32,000 men and we had at best 
13,000.  When the battle was over there were over 

1,700 Union casualties and almost 500 captured.   The 
Confederates had a little over 200 casualties.   At least 

Sherman had the sense to recognize a lost cause--
showing more judgment than his superior General 
Grant did at Cold Harbor--so he loaded up his men on 

the gunboats and went back north.  
 
There is a little Confederate cemetery not far from Ap-

pomattox Courthouse, and it is owned by the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy.  I have always tried to 

help support the UDC chapter that maintains the ceme-
tery because I was thrilled at the wonderful flag display 
there.  The UDC president wrote me to tell me that 

they had to replace all their flags this year, and the hal-
yards on the poles, as vandals not only tore down the 

flags, they cut the halyards. Any type 
of misbehavior is OK if something to do with the Con-
federacy is the target.  In that cemetery are buried 19 

men, only seven of whom have been identified.  One 
was Jesse H. Hutchins of Company A, 5th Alabama Bat-
talion.  He had enlisted three days after Fort Sumter 

and had survived 1,454 days of battle only to be killed 
on the evening of April 8, 1865.   Truly, the 1861 to 

1865 war produced enough tragedy for many lifetimes.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Age Ranges of Confederate Soldiers 

 
In 1905, while researching statistics on common 

soldiers who served in the Confederacy, author 
Bell Irvin Wiley examined the descriptive rolls of 
1,000 soldiers who fought for each of the 11 Con-

federate States in 1861-1862. The results of his 
findings were as follows. 

 
1 soldier was listed as 
age 13 

3 recruits were 14 
31 were listed at age 15 
200 were 16 

366 were aged 17 
 

Boys under the age of 18 
constituted 5% of the 
Confederate fighting force. 

 
86 recruits were listed between the ages of 50-59 

12 were 60-69 
1 was 70 
1 soldier was listed as 73 

 
80% of the 11,000 consisted of soldiers between 

the ages of 18-29 

 
Shared by H. Grady Howell, Jr. on Facebook.  Originally 
posted on the page of “The forgotten confederates 

war.” 
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WADE HAMPTON 

 
Wade Hampton was not an ardent secessionist, but when War knocked on his door he, like so many other 

Southerners, responded to their country’s call.  Twelve years after the war ended, when South Carolina 
called again, Hampton once more gave of his time and talents to save South Carolina from the grips of the 
Radical Republicans. 

 
The following are two prophetic quotes from General Wade Hampton: 
 

“No suffering which can be inflicted by the passage over our country of the 
Yankee armies can equal what would fall on us if we return to the union.”  

This was written in the letter to President Jefferson Davis on April 19, 1865, 10 
days before Lee had surrendered. 
 

“A return to the union will bring all the horrors of war, coupled with all the 
degradation that can be inflicted upon a conquered people...  If I can serve 

you or my country by any further fighting you have only to tell me so.”  This is 
found in a message sent to President Jefferson Davis on April 22, 1865. 
 

Photo used: Artwork of Don Troiani, Hampton's Duel - July 3, 1863 
(www.dontroiani.com) 

 
DTH 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Robert Edward Lee — January 19, 1807 
& 

Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson — January 21, 1824 
 
 

http://www.dontroiani.com
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THE CORNFIELD 

 
Mr. David Miller's 30-acre cornfield saw the most intense fighting of any locale on the Sharpsburg battlefield. 

Federal and Confederate lines of battle advanced and retreated across the cornfield during morning fighting, 
leveling to the ground the 5-6 foot high stalks of corn. In addition, heavy artillery fire from all four directions 
bore into the cornfield almost continuously, while infantry troops from at least a dozen divisions traversed 

this ground to engage the enemy. Without question, Miller's Cornfield was the bloodiest part of the battle-
field, on the Civil War's bloodiest day of fighting. 

 
One of the first Federal units to cross the Cornfield, at about 6:30 a.m., was the Iron Brigade, also called the 
"Black Hat" Brigade. It had entered its first combat only three weeks earlier, at Groveton (Brawner Farm), 

Virginia, part of the Battle of Second Manassas. Composed of Wisconsin and Indiana regiments, the recently 
elevated commander of the 6th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment, Major Rufus Dawes, wrote a poignant descrip-
tion of the fighting: 

 
"We climbed the fence, moved across the 

open space and pushed on into the corn-
field. I halted the left wing and ordered 
them to lie down on the ground. The bul-

lets began to clip through the corn, and 
spin through the soft furrows - thick, al-

most, as hail. Shells burst around us, the 
fragments tearing up the ground, and can-
ister whistled through the corn above us." 

 
"At the front edge of the cornfield was a 

low Virginia rail fence. Before the corn were 
open fields, beyond which was a strip of 
woods surrounding a little church, the 

Dunkard church. As we appeared at the 
edge of the corn, a long line of men in but-
ternut and gray rose up from the ground. 

Simultaneously, the hostile battle lines 
opened a tremendous fire upon each other. Men I cannot say fell; they were knocked out of the ranks by the 

dozens." 
 
By 9 a.m. the Cornfield had changed hands more times than one could count. 

 
Eventually, Federal troops emerged from the southern edge of the Cornfield. One hundred yards to their 

front Confederate troops were formed in a solid defensive line. Alabama and North Carolina soldiers formed 
the Confederate right, Virginians under "Stonewall" Jackson occupied the Confederate left. Both flanks strug-
gled to maintain their lines against the Federal advance. Major General John Hooker's Federal troops were 

halted, momentarily, but reinforcements were sent in, causing the Confederates to give up ground and re-
treat. 
 

Following the Iron Brigade's movement through the Cornfield, Confederate troops under the command of 
Brigadier General John Bell Hood counterattacked into and through the Cornfield, advancing as far as its 

northern edge. 
 
"In less than five minutes we were advancing toward the enemy. In less than fifteen we were sending and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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receiving death missiles by the bushel" 
 

Hood's 1st Texas Infantry drove through the Cornfield. In this gallant charge, the 1st Texas lost 82% of their 
men killed or wounded, the highest percentage for any Confederate unit in any battle of the Civil War. Gen-
eral Hood described the action as:  "The most terrible clash of arms by far that has occurred during the war." 

 
A listing of the Divisions that fought in the Cornfield, this most deadly of Civil war engagements: 
1. Federal Divisions of Doubleday (I Corps) and Meade (I Corps) advanced from the north. 

2. Confederate Division of Lawton (Jackson's Corps), with support of J. R. Jones (Jackson's Corps), meets 
attack from the south. 

3. Federal Division of Ricketts (I Corps) advances through the East Woods from the northeast. 
4. Confederate Division of Hood (Longstreet's Corps & Jackson's Corps) rolls through the Cornfield from the 
south and southeast. 

5. Federal Divisions of Williams (XII Corps) and Greene (XII Corps) enter the Cornfield fight from the north 
and northeast. 

6. Parts of Confederate D. H. Hill's Division (Jackson's Corps), located along a sunken road south of the 
Mumma Farm, advance to support Confederate attacks in the Cornfield, but are repulsed by Greene's attack. 
7. Federal Division of Sedgwick (II Corps) passes through the Cornfield from the east on its way to the West 

Woods, but is routed by a surprise counterattack by McLaws' Division (Longstreet's Corps), Walker's Division 
(Longstreet's Corps), and G. T. Anderson's Brigade (Longstreet's Corps) of D. R. Jones' Division (Longstreet's 

Corps), which pursued the Federals back across the Cornfield. 
 
Source: (Text Adapted From: Blue & Gray Magazine's History and Tour Guide of the Antietam Battlefield, 

(Columbus, OH: Blue & Gray Enterprises, Inc., 1995), pp. 59-62; National Park Service pamphlet The Corn-
field Trail - September Harvest of Death, p. 7-8.) 
Photo: Steady on the Colors by Don Troiani 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 5) 

JEFFERSON DAVIS COMMENTS ON HIS INCARCERATION 

 
“Humanity supposes every man innocent,” urged Mr. Davis, “until the reverse shall be 

proven; and the laws guarantee certain privileges to persons held for trial. To hold me 
here for trial, under all the rigors of a condemned convict, is not warranted by law and 
is revolting to the spirit of justice. In the political history of the world, there is no paral-

lel to my treatment. England and the despotic governments of Europe have beheaded 
men accused of treason; but even after their conviction no such efforts as in my case 

have been made to degrade them. I did not wish for war, but peace. Therefore sent 
Commissioners to negotiate before war commenced; and subsequently strove my ut-
termost to soften the rigors of war; in every pause of conflict seeking, if possible, to 

treat for peace. 
 
“Believing all good government to rest on truth, it is the resulting belief that injustice to any individual is a pub-

lic injury, which can only find compensation in the reaction which brings retributive justice upon the oppres-
sors. It has been the continually growing danger of the North, that in attempting to crush the liberties of my 

people, you would raise a Frankenstein of tyranny that would not down at your bidding." 
 
PRISON LIFE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS by Lt. Col John J Craven MD, 1866 

 
DTH 
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An Englishman’s View of Stonewall Jackson 

 
Col. G.F.R. Henderson was one of Britain's most outstanding military historians.  The following selection is an 

account on General Jackson from his book that shows the nature of the man called “Stonewall” Jackson: 
 
“Little wonder that these enthusiastic youths, 

new to the soldier's trade, should have been 
captivated by a nature so strong and fearless.  

The Stonewall Brigade had made Jackson a 
hero, and he had won more from them than 
their admiration. His incessant watchfulness for 

their comfort and well-being; the patient care 
with which he instructed them; his courtesy to 
the youngest private; the tact and thoughtful-

ness he showed in all his relations with them, 
had won their affection….” 

 
Source: STONEWALL JACKSON AND THE 
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR, BY COLONEL G.F.R. 

HENDERSON. C.B., 
Link to free e-book: https://

ia902700.us.archive.org/16/items/
stonewalljackson12233gut/12233-8.txt 
Photo: The Sweetest Music, General Stonewall 

Jackson, November 4, 1861 by Mort Kunstler 
 

DTH 

The Morrill Tariff 

 
“The Morrill tariff was the centerpiece of the Republican Party platform of 1860,if it was not the centerpiece it 

was clearly "a" centerpiece; as the party’s Presidential nominee (Lincoln), was expected to enforce it when 
elected." ~Richard Bensal, “Yankee Leviathan.”~ 
 

To increase the wages of the factory worker in the North, the Morrill Tariff ultimately tripled the import Tariff 
rate from 15 to 48%. It was passed the day before Lincoln took office. The next day at Lincoln's 1st inaugural 

address, he promised that any state that would not pay the taxes would be invaded and the taxes would be 
taken by force. 
 

DTH 

Barksdale’s Dog 
 

Narcissa Barksdale came to Gettysburg after the war with her husband's favorite hunting dog 
to retrieve his remains to be buried at home in Mississippi. As they unearthed the burial site, 

the dog whimpered, and soon began to wail. Barksdale's dog refused to leave his master's 
grave, even after his corpse was removed. Mrs. Barksdale had no choice but to leave the ani-

mal behind. Every night, the poor animal howled and whimpered. Finally, there was silence 
 

DTH 
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Jackson and His Favorite Horse 

 
This horse was captured from Union forces at Harpers Ferry 

by the Confederates and was given to Mrs. Jackson the wife 
of General Thomas Jackson and named "Fancy." 
 

However, a much larger horse used by the General known 
as "Big Sorrel" proved unreliable in battle being terrified of 

gunfire. He commandeered the steed and conscripted him 
for his own use. The animal became known as "Little Sor-
rel." 

 
The horse became famous and revered after the war. At 
first the animal was pastured at Mrs. Jackson's home in 

North Carolina but later became the mascot at the Virginia 
Military Institute where the General had taught cadets he 

led into battle. Many Southern States clamored to see the 
horse and he became a celebrity appearing at hundreds of 

fairs and exhibitions. Finally infirmed and barely able to navigate, Little Sorrel was relegated to the Confeder-

ate Soldier's Home for board and care. A hoist used to lift him to his feet slipped and he fell breaking his back. 
He was euthanasia at age 36. 

 
His remains minus his hide were eventually buried on the parade grounds at V.M.I. The hide was stretched 
over a likeness and displayed in a standing position in a museum at the Veterans Home until 1949 when it 

was finally returned to V.M.I. The Museum today is a major repository of artifacts relating to Jackson. His fa-
vorite hat, two uniforms, the raincoat he was wearing when shot and many items from the classroom he used 

while on the staff as well as his trusty steed "Little Sorrel." 
 
Source: http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=2247 

DTH 

THE BRITISH WERE FOOLED 

 
"The Union Government "liberates" the enemy`s slaves as it does the 

enemy`s cattle, simply to weaken them further in the conflict, The 
principle is not that a human being cannot justly own another, but 
that he cannot own him unless he is loyal to the United States". 

~William Howard Russell, London Times, October 23, 1862.~ 
 

Photo: Sir William Howard Russell, CVO (28 March 1820, Tallaght, 
County Dublin, Ireland – 11 February 1907, London, England) was an 
Irish reporter with The Times, and is considered to have been one of 

the first modern war correspondents. He spent 22 months covering 
the Crimean War, including the Siege of Sevastopol and the Charge of 
the Light Brigade. He later covered events during the Indian Rebellion 

of 1857, the American Civil War, the Austro-Prussian War, and the 
Franco-Prussian War. 

 
DTH 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=2247
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CHARLES GIRARD: 

A FRENCHMAN’S OBSERVATION ON BLACK CONFEDERATES 
 
Charles Girard was a Frenchman who joined the Confederate war 
effort by promoting the Confederate cause in Europe and accept-
ing a commission to supply the Southern armies with medical 

equipment and arms. In 1863, he slipped through the blockade 
and traveled through Virginia and the Carolinas to study the Con-

federacy and why they were fighting for their independence. He 
wrote his observations and published the account of his trip the 
following year in the book, “A Visit to the Confederate States of 

America.” The following is his observation on Black Confederates: 
 

“Even the southern slaves fight with their masters for their way of 
life in preference to dying of hunger in northern cities as prey of 
the invader.” Charles Girard, May 13, 1861. 

 
Source: “A Visit to the Confederate States of America, 1863. Mem-
oir Addressed To His Majesty Napoleon III ” by Charles Girard. 

 
Link to purchase: http://www.amazon.com/Confederate-America-

Addressed-Majesty-Napoleon/dp/B002KF8VCC 
 
Photo: To the End by William Gilbert Gaul, 1907-1909 

 
DTH 

Upon the death of Lee, Traveller followed his coffin with the General's boots reversed in the stirrups. A year 
later, the famous horse was also dead, shot to relieve his suffering form incurable lockjaw the result of step-

ping on a rusty object. Legacy...After his death, the treatment and odyssey his remains traveled to final dispo-
sition near his office door at the Lee Chapel were shameful and reprehensible. Traveller was never prepared by 
Taxidermist, but was buried intact on the college grounds behind a main college structure. Unscrupulous per-

sons or person, unearthed the remains, bleached the bones to enhance their appearance for exhibitions 
around the country. 
 

A compassionate Richmond journalist purchased the bones and after articulation, returned them to Washington 
College for display in Brooks Museum. (Robinson Hall). The mounting became vandalized as students carved 

their initials on the bones. The articulation was moved to the basement museum of the Lee Chapel for safe-
keeping. After many years, the bones were so deteriorated by exposure necessitating burial in 1971. What re-
mained of the famous horse was placed in a wooden box, then encased in concrete and interred near Lee's 

office, a few feet away from the family crypt inside, the resting place of his master. In a bit of trivia...The sta-
ble where the horse was kept and his life ebbed away, still stands. A tradition continues to this day...the doors 

remain open in symbolic gesture allowing his spirit to 
wander freely. 
 

Source: http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=3082 
 

DTH 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

The Union states’ popula-

tion at the war’s beginning 

was just over 20 million.  

What was the population of 

the Confederate states (in 

whole millions)? 

 

December’s  quest ion 

asked: 

What were “Gallinippers”? 

 

The answer: 

Insects, usually meaning 

biting insects, especially 

mosquitoes. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

Lee and His Favorite Horse 
 
Lee's favorite horse was given at birth in Greenbrier County, Virginia, the name 

"Jeff Davis" and became Confederate property by usual Quartermaster procure-
ment of horses. Officers at that time were required to furnished their own ani-
mals. 

 
In this manor, the horse came into the General's possession in 1862 with a new 

name, "Traveller" (spelled English style double "L"). The horse proved himself 
with excellent qualities necessary for a warhorse, great stamina and difficult to 
frighten by gunfire. However, he was not always reliable, during the Second Bat-

tle of Manassas, the horse bolted, resulting in severe injuries to the hands of the 
General. Lee was forced to direct that campaign from an ambulance. Traveller 
was not the only horse in the General's stable. "Lucy Long" was the primary 

backup and re-
mained with the 

Lee family pass-
ing at age 33. 
"Richmond" was 

killed during the 
Battle of Malvern 

Hill. Others were 
"Brown-Roan" 
and "Ajax." In 

the postwar, 
Traveller had a 
comfortable re-

tirement at little 
Washington Col-

lege (Washington 
& Lee University) 
at Lexington, Vir-

ginia, grazing on the grounds while General Lee performed duties as President. 
He was again riding Traveller, this time for recreation, with his daughter as a 

companion astride "Lucy Long." They sometimes with the horses, visited area 
landmarks such as nearby Natural Bridge. Overnight trips taking days at a time 
were made to various area towns. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 


