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The December meeting was the Christ-

mas Social which has become a tradi-

tion for the camp.  Regular meetings 

with programs will resume in January. 
Compatriot and Past Camp Commander 

Dan Duggan has informed me that he 

will present the program at the January 

meeting.  His presentation is titled 

“Tom Jackson, Devout Presbyterian.”  

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  January 25, 2021, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

January Meeting 

Stonewall’s Religion 

December Meeting 
Report 

The 
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Christmas Social 

 
 
 
 
 
 

F or it is God which 
worketh in you both 

to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. 

D o all things without 
murmurings and 

disputings: 

T hat ye may be blame-
less and harmless, the 

sons of God, without re-
buke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse na-
tion, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the 
world; 

H olding forth the 
word of life; that I 

may rejoice in the day of 
Christ, that I have not run 
in vain, neither laboured 
in vain. 

Y ea, and if I be offered 
upon the sacrifice and 

service of your faith, I joy, 
and rejoice with you all. 

F or the same cause also 
do ye joy, and rejoice 

with me. 
 

Philippians 2:13-18 
(KJV) 

 

New Barksdale Marker 
 
Peter Miazza has informed us that 

Robert Murphree has installed a new 
marker for General Barksdale at 
Greenwood Cemetery. 

 
Note:  To read the marker text, 
magnify the image in Adobe Reader. 
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Calendar February 22, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

March 29, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

April 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 24, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 28, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 23, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 27, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

You know, we have seen the emergence of so many Scalawags this year that it 
seems to me to be only fair that we recognize the efforts of these men. After all, 
it takes a lot of effort to ignore the truth, marginalize the death of so many men 

from your own state, accept a lie and act on it, and surrender principles to the  
lure of money and campaign contributions.  There are a lot of candidates, but 
after much consideration I give Scalawag of the Year to Phillip Gunn.  He has  

shown himself to be a consistent enemy of Southern history and willing to join 
and support any slight to Mississippi's Confederate dead.  I have no doubt his 

ancestors--assuming he knows who they are--would share the same view of his 
efforts to bury Mississippi's Confederate history that I have.  
 

You know, Earl Van Dorn was an interesting fellow, even if you discount the vio-
lent end he met.  Born in Port Gibson, he was appointed to West Point in 1828 

and after graduation he was stationed at Mount Vernon, Alabama. There the 23 
year old young officer met and married a 16 year local old girl, Caroline God-
bold.  A few years later, with two children already, Van Dorn was sent to Fort 

Mason in west Texas, while his wife and children stayed behind with her family.  
They say every basket leaks a little, and Van Dorn was no exception, for while at 
Fort Mason he fathered three other children by a local woman. I am certainly no 

prophet, but I suspect Mrs. Van Dorn was not aware of this burst of creativity 
on the part of her husband, or Mrs. Van Dorn may have taken a dim view of the 

matter.  
 
Jefferson Davis, as you all know, had an exalted idea of the ability of all gradu-

ates of West Point, so early in the Confederate War Van Dorn was a general.  In 
March, 1862, at the Battle of Pea Ridge--one of the few times in the war where 

the good guys outnumbered the bad--Van Dorn found defeat in the face of vic-
tory and Missouri was safely in the Union column.  After this  
lost battle the only person who had much confidence in Van Dorn was unfortu-

nately the only one whose opinion really mattered, Jefferson Davis.  
 
 After helping lose the Battle of Corinth, Van Dorn performed a signal service to 

the Confederacy by destroying Grant's supply depot at Holly Springs, ending the 
Union efforts to take Vicksburg by the end of 1862.  Shortly after, in March, 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

A PRAYER OF BROKENNESS 

  
In Psalms 109:21-27 we see the cry of David and 
verse 26, "Help Me, O Lord My God!" (NKJ). Jimmy 

Stewart, my favorite actor, in movie, "It is a Won-
derful Life", where at the end he is crying saying an 

unscripted prayer, " Dear Father in heaven, I'm not 
a praying man but if you're up there, If you can 
hear me , show me the way as I am at the end of 

my rope"! Later he said, "I felt the loneliness, the 
hopelessness of people who had nowhere to turn to 

and it broke my heart!" What is God's Way of deal-
ing with you when you are broken? 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

On the evening of May 6, 1863, Dr. Peters called on 

General Van Dorn at Van Dorn's headquarters, ostensi-
bly to ask for a pass through Union lines.  A staff offi-

cer showed Dr. Peters into Van Dorn's office, heard Dr. 
Peters ask for the pass, and then left the two alone.  
While Van Dorn wrote out the requested pass, Dr. Pe-

ters put a pistol to the back of Van Dorn's head and 
fired one shot, ending Van Dorn's career forever.  As 
we say in the law business, "from that verdict there is 

no appeal."   Dr. Peters sped out the door, mounted his 
horse and fled into Union lines, ironically using the pass 

that had been Van Dorn's last product.   
 
Dr. Peters was not caught but that put an end to his 

marriage with Jessie--temporarily.  Shortly after the 
murder the two were divorced, but years later married 

each other again.  Amor omnia vincit.   
 
The story so far is fairly straight forward:  man killed by 

jealous husband, but recently there has been much 
speculation about what happened and why.  After all, 

being over twenty years older than his wife, Dr. Peters 
had a good bit of experience with her wandering eye.  
Was he a Union sympathizer?  He had taken the oath 

for the Union shortly before the murder and was trying 
to get back property in Arkansas that had been seized 
by the Yankees---not long after the murder his land 

was returned to him.  Who knows?   
 

Confederate history lost a friend this past month, when 
Governor William Forrest Winter died.  Though he wa-
vered some in recent years, on the whole Governor 

Winter was a positive for Confederate heritage.  By the 
way, he was named for his grandfather's commander in 

the Confederate forces, William Forrest, the brother of 
Nathan Bedford Forrest.  I assume that naming his son 
after his father's late commander was an indication of 

the admiration the Winter family had for William 
Forrest. 

1863, together with General Forrest, Van Dorn 
gave the Yankees a pasting at Thompson's Sta-

tion, Tennessee. Large amounts of stores and 
equipment were captured and naturally there fol-
lowed a dispute between Bragg and Forrest over 

the disposition of these captures.  
 
Not long after the fight at Thompson's Station, 

Van Dorn set up his headquarters at Spring Hill, 
Tennessee.  First he used White Hall, the resi-

dence of Dr. Aaron White and his family, but Van 
Dorn was asked to move out of this house.  
Seems Mrs. White had noticed that a local woman 

named Jessie Peters, the wife of Dr. George Pe-
ters, had been coming to call on General Van 

Dorn, and Mrs. White objected to this familiarity.  
She demanded that Dr. White ask Van Dorn to 
leave, and the general did, moving down the road 

to Ferguson Hall.  Mrs. Peters was not  
discouraged however, and continued to see Gen-

eral Van Dorn at the new location.  Apparently at 
some point Dr. Peters had to go out of town for a 
time, and General Van Dorn called at the Peters 

house every evening, I am sure just to make sure 
Mrs. Peters did not become lonely.  
 

(Continued from page 2) 



4 

Reveille 

Rev. Randolph H. McKim Gives a Clergyman’s View 

 
"My comrades, you and I were companions of the men who 

fought under this banner, we marched by their side, we were 
familiar with their thoughts, and we know the principles that ani-
mated them in the course which they took in that great crisis of 

1861. And therefore we are able to repudiate with authority the 
assertion that these our brothers fought in that great conflict for 

four years for the perpetuation of slavery. 
 
“No. A thousand times no! These men did not fight for the per-

petuation of slavery, but for the preservation of liberty. When 
they saw, or thought they saw, that the right of self-government 
was in danger through the usurpations of power, they sprang to 

arms with the same spirit, with the same patriotism, and ani-
mated by the same love of liberty as the men who fought at Lex-

ington, and at Monmouth, at the Cowpens and at Yorktown." --
Randolph McKim in a post-war speech at the return of a Mary-
land Confederate battle flag 

 
DTH 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Robert Edward Lee — January 19, 1807 
& 

Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson — January 21, 1824 
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A Southerner’s Prayer 

 
Dear Jesus, 

Thank you for walking beside us and never leaving those of us who 
have trusted you as our personal Lord and Savior! For providing us 
such a great salvation and your eternal promises, we give you all the 

praise, honour and glory! When our roads appear at their darkest, you 
carry us through to your light - thank you! Thank you watching over 

us and may we always put you first as there is nothing else is of eter-
nal importance! May each of us allow you to reign triumphant in our 
own hearts, as we remember the price you paid to redeem us from 

the penalty of sin! 
 
Because of your great love, we come to you offering ourselves to your 

service. Use each one as we make ourselves available to be used. The 
blessings we receive are directly tied to our availability to be of service 

to you, of this there is no doubt! As we reach out to others, may they 
see you and your sacrificial love for them through us, and come to 
trust you as their personal Lord and Savior! No need is outside your 

ability to provide, if it's filling honours you! Help us to always focus on 
you in all circumstances and as we stand to protect monuments and memorials to our heritage allow us to 

always remember your memorial to us, the cross of Calvary and the empty tomb, and recognize these as the 
greatest memorials to mankind! 
 

Lord, we are so grateful for the heritage that you have called us to be a part of! Lord, we remember Robert 
E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson this week as we celebrate their birthdays. Our ancestors honored and trusted 

in you as they stood for independence from tyranny because they understood that only through complete 
dependence on you is true liberty possible! Strengthen us as we stand for truth! May our actions glorify you 
and honour our Southern ancestry! It is in the holy name of Jesus Christ that I pray this prayer - Amen! 

 
DTH 
 

Editor’s note:  Divided into paragraphs for readability by this editor. 
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JACKSONIAN WISDOM… 

 
“Our God was my shield. His protecting care 

is an additional cause for gratitude.” 
 
“Once you get them running, you stay right 

on top of them, and that way a small force 
can defeat a large one every time... Only 

thus can a weaker country cope with a 
stronger; it must make up in activity what it 
lacks in strength.” 

 
“Who could conquer not with such troops as 
these?” 

 
“My troops may fail to take a position, but 

are never driven from one!” 
 
“Then, Sir, we will give them the bayo-

net!” (Stonewall Jackson's reply to Colonel 
B.E. Bee when he reported that the enemy 

was beating them back. At the first battle of 
Manassas, July 1861) 
 

“You may be whatever you resolve to be” 
From Jackson's Personal Journal) 

 
“I see from the number of physicians that 
you think my condition dangerous, but I 

thank God, if it is His will, that I am ready to 
go.” (General Jackson on his Death Bed) 
 

“Let us cross over the river, and rest under 
the shade of the trees . . .” 

 
Photo: Dan Nance's Lord of the Valley 
 

DTH 

 

Mary Todd Lincoln’s husband’s emancipation didn’t include any slaves in Kentucky; 
part of her share of the proceeds from her father’s estate came from the sale of 

slaves. 
 
From “Facts The Historians Leave Out,” John S. Tilley, p.21 

 
DTH 
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The Missouri Brigade 

 
The Missouri Brigade, and the 2nd Missouri 

Infantry wrote a blazing chapter of dedica-
tion, fierceness in battle, loyalty to their 
leaders and an undying admiration of sol-

diers from both sides, that led a Yankee 
General to write. "The Missouri Brigade are 

the best soldiers in the world, I only wish I 
had them". 
 

After Vicksburg, the Second Missouri Infan-
try was combined with the Sixth Missouri 
and was known as the Second and the 

Sixth. This was duly noted on the battle flag. 
General Cockrell put the Missouri Battalion 

back together and continued to fight on. 
The Brigade and the 2-6 Missouri, saw ac-
tion at Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia and the 

Atlanta campaign, with particular heroism at 
the battle of Allatoona Pass in Georgia. 

 
Finally, after many months of hard fighting, the 2-6 MO Infantry, drew up before a small town in Tennessee 
named Franklin...."A carnival of death........" 

 
The history of the 2-6 Missouri comes to a terrible close with this battle. The charge against artillery shot, shell 

and Yankee repeating rifles almost closed the history of this famous unit along with the Missouri Brigade as the 
men fell like leaves before a terrible hurricane. Cockrell's famed Missouri Brigade lost 60.2% of its whole 
strength. Missouri lost 419 men officially, out of 696 men 

who made the charge. This was the first time in the history 
of the Missouri Brigade that it had made a charge upon the 
enemy and failed to drive it from its works.  

 
Other portions of the army had failed, but the Missouri Bri-

gade, never! It was stated after, that Cockrell's Brigade had 
driven the farthest into the town of Franklin than any other 
commands, and the fame and heroism of this command con-

stitutes the brightest chapter in the history of the Army of 
the Tennessee and the Army of Vicksburg. (St. Louis Star, 

1904) 
 
Although the men of the 2- 6 Missouri fought far from their 

homes, they were recognized for being some of the best dis-
ciplined and hardest fighters in the Southern Confederacy. 
What was left of the Missouri Brigade fought on for the re-

mainder of the war finally surrendering at Fort Blakley, Ala-
bama on April 9, 1865. 

 
Photo: Art of Rick Reeves 
 

DTH 
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The War Was One of Regional Economics 

 
Northern industrialists were fighting 

neither for Black freedom or White 
freedom, but for the freedom to ex-
ploit and develop the American mar-

ket. 
 

The freeing of the slaves was "only an 
incident in the violent clash of inter-
ests between the industrial North and 

the agricultural south—a conflict that 
was resolved in favor of the industrial 
North. In this struggle the Negro was 

an innocent pawn." --Ralph J. Bunche, 
1950 Nobel Peace Prize winner 

 
Artwork by Mort Kunstler 
 

DTH 

 

 
 

John Josey 
 
John Josey was elected major of the 15th Arkansas Infantry 
(Cleburne’s-Polk’s-Josey’s) in April 1862, promoted to lieuten-
ant colonel in November 1862, and to colonel the following 

April; the majority of the regiment’s service was in the Western 
Theater, including the battles of Stones River and Chicka-
mauga. 

 
In the fall of 1863, Josey was detached on recruiting duty and 

ordered by the Confederate Secretary of War to report to Gen-
eral Edmund Kirby Smith. He was wounded and captured at 
the St. Francis River, Arkansas, on February 14, 1864, and 

spent most of the remainder of the war as a prisoner of war at 
Camp Chase, Ohio. 

 
He died prematurely, possibly of yellow fever, in Osceola, Flor-
ida, in October 1866 and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, 

Memphis, Tennessee. 
 
DTH 
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CHARLES MACKAY – WAR CORRESPONDENT FOR THE LONDON TIMES 

 
Charles Mackay was hired by the London Times in 1862 as a war correspondent.  Mackay believed the South-

ern states had a right to secede.  Northern newspapers accused him of favoring the South.  The following is 
one of his quotes from the London Times. 
 

“The [Emancipation] Proclamation is as cruel and illogical as the war of 
which it is the climax.  It only declares slaves to be free in states where the 

president has no power either to make them free…while it retains them in 
bondage in every place of which its armies could give effect to his words, 
and convert his theories into facts.” --Charles Mackay, London Times, Janu-

ary 15, 1863. 
 
DTH 

 
Editor’s addition:  To better identify Charles Mackay, I looked up the follow-

ing succinct bio information.  Charles Mackay (27 March 1814 – 24 Decem-
ber 1889) was a Scottish poet, journalist, author, anthologist, novelist, and 
songwriter, remembered mainly for his book Extraordinary Popular Delusions 

and the Madness of Crowds. 

then quickly got into an argument with his captors. Sherman demanded that Hogan tell him the num-
ber of Southern troops in Columbia. 

 
“You will find an army there that will defend the city and defeat your army,” he replied. 

 
Sherman was not misled by the bravado of one rebel scout 
and told him the war would soon be over. “A man of your 

determination should be engaged in a better cause.” 
 

“The cause is good enough for me,” shot back Hogan, “and 
if it goes down I will go down with it.” 
 

Source: “Wade Hampton Confederate Warrior, Conservative 
Statesman” by Walter Brian Cisco, 2004 

Link to preview of e-book: “Wade Hampton Confederate 
Warrior, Conservative Statesman” by Walter Brian Cisco, 

2004 
Photo: JD Hogan (http://www.angelfire.com/un/
hoganhistory/) 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://www.angelfire.com/un/hoganhistory/
http://www.angelfire.com/un/hoganhistory/
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Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

 What did U.S. Grant really 

want to do (career) following 

graduation from West Point?  

Hint:  It had nothing to do 

with the military. 

  

December’s question asked: 

Four Confederate generals had 

December birthdays. Two 

who are not prominently men-

tioned in the history of the war 

were MG Arnold Elzey and 

MG Samuel Jones. Who were 

the other two, both of argua-

bly more fame or signifi-cance 

in the war?  

 

 

The answer:   
Maj. General Henry Heth - 16 

Dec. 1825 - Chesterfield Co., 

Va. and Maj. General William 

Wing Loring - 4 Dec. 1818 - 

Wilmington, N.C. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

 

A party of three scouts set out to locate Sherman’s army. Returning from 
the mission, scout J.D. Hogan was captured and brought before Union Divi-
sion commander Alpheus S. Williams, “Where is Hampton and Butler?” de-

manded Williams. 
 

“I cannot answer that question, General, but you will find them in the 
proper place at the right time.” 
 

Hogan was then brought to Sherman’s nearby headquarters where he en-
countered a deserter anxious to tell all he knew of Columbia’s defenses, “I 

rebuked him and denounced him as a cowardly traitor,” said the scout, who 
(Continued on page 9) 


