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The June meeting was a joint meeting of 

our camp and the W.H. Holder Chapter of 

the UDC.  The UDC arranged for the 

speaker, Bridget Smith, of Raymond, who 

has written a novel about Gen. Earl Van 

Dorn entitled Where Elephants Fought.  

The speaker has researched Van Dorn’s 

for over 20 years. 

 

This editor was unable to attend the meet-

ing and has no other information on it. 
Adjutant Ron Stowers reports that the 

July program will be presented by 

Grady Howell who will discuss his lat-

est book Shiloh, Place of Peace, Place 

of Hell; “Likenesses” of the Battles of 

Shiloh and Corinth. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  July 26, 2016,  5:30 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

See you there! 

July Meeting  
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S ay not ye, There 
are yet four 

months, and then 
cometh harvest? be-
hold, I say unto you, 
Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for 
they are white al-
ready to harvest. 

A nd he that 
reapeth re-

ceiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal: that both 
he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may re-
joice together. 

A nd herein is 
that saying 

true, One soweth, and 
another reapeth. 

I  sent you to reap 
that whereon ye 

bestowed no labour: 
other men laboured, 
and ye are entered 
into their labours. 

John 4:35-38 
(KJV) 

CHARLES GIRARD: A FRENCH-

MAN’S OBSERVATION ON BLACK 
CONFEDERATES… 
 

Charles Girard was a Frenchman 
who joined the Confederate war ef-
fort by promoting the Confederate 

cause in Europe and accepting a 
commission to supply the Southern 

armies with medical equipment and 
arms. In 1863, he slipped through 
the blockade and traveled through 

Virginia and the Carolinas to study 
the Confederacy and why they were 

fighting. He wrote his observations 
and published the account of his trip 
the following year in the book, “A 

Visit to the Confederate States of 
America.” The following is his obser-
vation on Black Confederates: 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Calendar 

July 26, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

August 23, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

September 27, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

October 25, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

 

November 22, 2016 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the 

Municipal Art Gallery 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: 

csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses 

and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
Well, your humble scribe just got back from Richmond, Virginia where I partici-
pated in the dedication of a monument to the 11th Mississippi, of which Com-

pany A was the University Grays, the company from the University of Missis-
sippi.  That this monument is in place, joining similar monuments to the same 
unit on the Gettysburg and Sharpsburg battlefields, is a living testament to the 

energy, initiative, determination and resourcefulness of Don Barrett of Lexing-
ton.  When I think that Beauvoir had an opportunity to use this man's abun-

dant talents, and how that golden chance was squandered, it is enough to 
make one weep.  
 

But back to Gaines' Mills:   it was my first opportunity to see how strong the 
Union position was on the other side of Boatswain's Creek, and to appreciate 

the valor our ancestors showed in what developed into the largest Confederate 
charge of the whole war.  The trip also for the first time brought home to me 
what a real obstacle the Chickahominy River was to armies operating along its 

banks, assuming the river of 2016 resembles its earlier cousin of 1862.  It's not 
only the river itself; it is the swamp on either side that presents such a barrier 
to movement.  

 
The trip also netted me a haul of new books, courtesy of battlefield gift shops 

and the Confederate Museum's offerings.  I offer a few gems from what I have 
read so far: 
 

(1) When the first federal shell exploded over Company I, 5th Virginia, at a 
short skirmish early in the war, one man dropped his gun and went racing 

to the rear. An officer shouted at the man and demanded to know why he 
was running.  Without ever breaking stride, the soldier hollered over his 
shoulder, "Because I can't fly."   

(2) At First Manassas Company C, 4th Virginia was lying on the ground under 
artillery fire.  After every explosion one soldier was heard to loudly pray 
"Oh Lord! Have mercy upon me!  Have mercy upon me!"  His companion, 

on the ground nearby, seconded every plea with a loud "Me, too, Lord!  
Me, too!" 

(3) Major William Nelson was an elderly man serving with Pendleton's guns, 
who favored a half civilian, half military attire.   Early in the war the 33rd 
Virginia was under heavy fire when one stalwart suddenly screamed out 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

THE SINGING REBEL 

 
Music played a vital part in CSA soldiers as they sang 

about love, home and the spiritual side of their lives. 
I came across a verse in Zephaniah 3:17, “He (God) 
will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you 

with His love, He will rejoice over you with SING-
ING”.  

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

"Good Lord!  What have I done that the devil 
should come after me?"  His mates turned in 

wonder to see the agitated man staring at Ma-
jor Nelson strolling toward them wearing a tall 
stovepipe hat.  

 
But other than the monument ceremony itself, the 
high point of the trip for me was driving into the 

national battlefield park at Appomattox.  Heretofore 
I had never been to the site for philosophical rea-

sons, but finally I reasoned that if General Lee 
could stomach what he had to endure at Appomat-
tox, I could just go see it, if only to honor his mem-

ory.  Well, bless Pat, there on the left of the main 
road was a massive collection of Confederate flags.  

Instant inspection revealed a small but well main-
tained Confederate cemetery together with monu-
ment praising the bravery of those steadfast few 

that made it all the way with Marse Robert.  Tablets 
indicated that Chapter 11, UDC, was responsible for 

the area.  When I returned home I began a short 
investigation and learned to my satisfaction that the 
site is OWNED by the UDC!   Bennie Thompson, do 

your damndest--you can't touch it!! 

(Continued from page 2) 

THE CONFEDERATE SOLDIER 
 
The Confederate soldier knew the elements of his 

success -- courage, endurance and devotion. He 
knew also by whom he was defeated -- sickness, 
starvation, death. He fought not men only, but 

food, raiment, pay, glory, fame and fanaticism. He 
endured privation, toil and contempt. 

 
He won, and despite the cold indifference of all and 
the hearty hatred of some, he will have for all time, 

in all places where generosity is, a fame untar-
nished. With a temperament ill-suited for the harsh 
discipline that army life required, fighting half-

starved in his thread bare clothes, the Confederate 
soldier was one of the finest warriors to ever take 

the field of battle in any army, in any war. 
 
From the Facebook page of “Defending the Heri-

tage” 07/08/16 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 

administration had declared martial law in Balti-
more and imprisoned without due process, George 

William Brown the mayor of Baltimore, Congress-
man Henry May, the police commissioners of Balti-
more and the entire city council. 

 
Howard was initially confined to Ft. McHenry, the 
same fort his grandfather Francis Scott Key saw 

withstand a British bombardment during the War 
of 1812, which inspired him to write The Star 

Spangled Banner, which would become the na-
tional anthem of the United States. He was then 
transferred first to Fort Lafayette in Lower New 

York Bay off the coast of Brooklyn, then Fort War-
ren in Boston. 

 
 Don’t think it can’t happen again… 

(Continued from page 6) 
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IT’S REALLY MUCH EASIER TO JUST IGNORE THE FACTS 
AND 

BLAME IT ALL ON THE SOUTH… 

 
Slavery thrived under the United States flag from 1776 to 1865 and 

at least 100 years before that under the British flag in America. 
The Confederate flag flew a mere four years. Yet it’s the Confeder-
ate flag that’s always attacked… 

 
In 1770 there were twice as many slaves in New York as in Geor-

gia.  
 
In the middle of a war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery and put down 

secession, the United States government allowed West Virginia to 
secede from the state of Virginia and admitted West Virginia into 
the Union as A SLAVE STATE (six months after the Emancipation Proclamation took effect). 

 
In the middle of a war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery the practice was still allowed to continue in all slave 

states under union control. Yes including Northern slave states.  
 
In the middle of a war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery the United States government was still using slave la-

bor to complete construction of the Capitol Building in Washington DC.  
 

The Capitol of United States government, which was ALLEGEDLY about to fight a war to end slavery, 
was also home of the largest slave market on the continent prior to the war.  
 

Slaves were brought to this country on ships from Northern ports, with Northern Captains and Northern 
financing flying the United States flag, NEVER the Confederate flag (the CS constitution outlawed the 

slave trade). A New York slave ship Captain, hailing from Maine was executed in 1862 in the middle of a 
war ALLEGEDLY to end slavery for transporting 900 slaves on the high seas.  
 

The largest chapter of the KKK is in a Northern State (Indiana) which sent soldiers to fight Southern 
men, the overwhelming majority of which never owned a slave. http://www.in.gov/library/2848.htm  
 

The birth of both United States and Confederate flags had little or nothing to do with slavery, both flags 
saw their birth in a violent a struggle for independence and self-governance. 

 
Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” 

“Even the southern slaves fight with their masters for their way of life in preference to dying of hunger in 
northern cities as prey of the invader.”  

 
But even still with this eyewitness’ account, Yankee “historians” will tell you the black man did not fight 
next to their masters…  
Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage” 
Source: “A Visit to the Confederate States of America, 1863. Memoir Addressed To His Majesty Napoleon III ” by 
Charles Girard. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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SUPERB IMAGE OF A MEMBER OF HILLIARD'S LEGION, ALABAMA CAVALRY, 5TH BAT-

TALION – their flag was shot through 83 times at Chickamauga alone… 

 

His distinctive uniform is exactly like uniforms in identified photos of other members of Hilliard's Legion 
that will accompany this image from several sources. Henry Hilliard was sent as the Commissioner of the 
Confederate States to treat with 

Tennessee and persuade them to 
secede. On 24 April 1862, Hilliard 

was commissioned a colonel and 
authorized to recruit a "legion" of 
about 3,000 men for Confederate 

service.  
 
The command was divided into a 

cavalry battalion, three infantry bat-
talions, and one artillery battalion 

(which served mostly as infantry). 
Hilliard's principal service was in 
East Tennessee during the latter 

part of 1862. At Chickamauga (19-
20 September 1863), the Legion 

was held in reserve the first day. 
On the second day, they followed 
the advancing army until about 

3:30 when Gen'l Gracie ordered 
them to move forward, "double-

quick!" against a Union log fortifica-
tion. In earning an excellent reputa-
tion in that battle, the Legion lost 

something like 45% of the 902 men 
engaged.  
 

The 1st Battalion carried 239 into 
combat and lost 169 killed or 

wounded, including Lt. Col. Holt 
whose wound was mortal. 
[Command of the 1st Battalion fell 

to Capt. George W. Huguley (Co. 
"C").] The 3rd Battalion lost 50 

killed and wounded out of 219. Lt. Col. Hall and Capt. Walden, successively in command of the 2nd Battal-
ion, were both wounded. Hilliard's Legion is claimed to have been the first among Gracie's Brigade to place 
its colors in the Union works, but the flag was shot through by 83 bullets, and the ensign, Robert Y. Hiett, 

was promoted to Lieutenant for his gallantry. The 3rd Battalion was complimented on the field by Gen'l 
William Preston. After Chickamauga, Major Daniel S. Troy commanded the Legion. It continued in Gracie's 
Brigade at Missionary Ridge, guarding the approaches to Chattanooga, until it was dissolved on 25 Novem-

ber 1863. 
 

Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage.” 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

This month’s question asks:   

Confederate Captain Shade 

Wooten of the Twenty-

seventh North Carolina 

regiment used the most 

primitive weapon in the 

Civil War on three occa-

sions. What was it? 

 

  

June’s question asked: 

JEB Stuart's famous first 

ride on June 12-16, 1862, 

around McClellan's forces 

occurred where?  

The answer:  North Anna 

River to Chickahominy, 

June 12-16, 1862  

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

From the internet… 
 

DON’T THINK IT CAN’T HAPPEN AGAIN… 
 
Francis Key Howard 
(1826 - 1872) was 

the grandson of 
Francis Scott Key 

(author of the Star 
Spangled Banner) 
and Revolutionary 

War colonel John 
Eager Howard. He 
writes of his impris-

onment by the Fed-
eral Government.  

 
"When I looked out 
in the morning, I 

could not help being 
struck by an odd 

and not pleasant 
coincidence. On that day forty-seven years before my grandfather, Mr. Francis 
Scott Key, then prisoner on a British ship, had witnessed the bombardment of 

Fort McHenry. When on the following morning the hostile fleet drew off, de-
feated, he wrote the song so long popular throughout the country, the Star 
Spangled Banner. As I stood upon the very scene of that conflict, I could not 

but contrast my position with his, forty-seven years before. The flag which he 
had then so proudly hailed, I saw waving at the same place over the victims of 

as vulgar and brutal a despotism as modern times have witnessed." 
 
Howard was the editor of the Baltimore Exchange, a Baltimore newspaper sym-

pathetic to the Southern cause. He was arrested on September 13, 1861 by 
U.S. major general Nathaniel Banks on the direct orders of General George B. 

McClellan enforcing the policy of President Abraham Lincoln.  
 
The basis for his arrest was for writing a critical editorial in his newspaper of 

Lincoln's suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, and the fact that the Lincoln 
(Continued on page 3) 


