
1 

This editor received no report of any 

significant business discussed at the 

June meeting. 

Adjutant Ron Stowers informs me that 

Commander Jackson is working on se-

curing a program for the July meeting 

although he had not reported anything 

to Ron as of the time of this publica-

tion. 

  

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  July 24, 2018,  5:00 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

 

See you there! 

July Meeting 

Program TBA 
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A nd it came to pass the 
day after, that he went 

into a city called Nain; and 
many of his disciples went 
with him, and much people. 

N ow when he came nigh 
to the gate of the city, 

behold, there was a dead man 
carried out, the only son of 
his mother, and she was a 
widow: and much people of 
the city was with her. 

A nd when the Lord saw 
her, he had compassion 

on her, and said unto her, 
Weep not. 

A nd he came and 
touched the bier: and 

they that bare him stood still. 
And he said, Young man, I 
say unto thee, Arise. 

A nd he that was dead sat 
up, and began to speak. 

And he delivered him to his 
mother. 

A nd there came a fear on 
all: and they glorified 

God, saying, That a great 
prophet is risen up among us; 
and, That God hath visited his 
people. 

A nd this rumour of him 
went forth throughout 

all Judaea, and throughout all 
the region round about. 
 

Luke 7:11-17 
(KJV) 

 

DUES REMINDER 

 
Adjutant Ron Stowers has issued a 

last call for dues payment.  He has 
to have all payments by the end of 
July.  If you can’t get your payment 

to Ron by July 31, include the late 
fee of $7.50 when you pay. 
 

Remit to: 
E. Ron Stowers 

304 Tidewater Cr 
Madison, MS 39110 

 

Thank you. 
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Calendar 

July 24, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

August 28, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

September 25, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

October 23, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

November 27, 2018 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
I don't know about you fellows, but I cannot stand to be in small spaces, I 
would say I was "claustrophobic" if I knew how to spell it.   This past week a 

doctor sent me to have an MRI and I took one look at that machine and bailed 
out.   So I guess there was some justice in the fact that as I sat in that MD's 
waiting room this morning waiting to explain why the test did not occur, I was 

reading "The Blue Light," the newsletter of the Confederate submarine Hunley.  
Why?  Because the Hunley was only 40 feet long, but worse still, as I view it, 

was just 4 feet 3 inches in diameter.  Just thinking about getting in that sub-
marine--never mind the fact it had already sunk twice before, killing 12 crew-
men--gives me the willies.   Wild horses would have not been enough to pull 

me in that "infernal machine."  I have been to see the Hunley at the conserva-
tion center and it doesn't even look that big to me.   

 
But I learned something about the Hunley I didn't know, and I pass this along 
to you boys.  Attached to the Hunley's bottom were several keel weights, to 

help add weight to facilitate submerging.  Three of these keel weights, weigh-
ing over 1,000 pounds, could be dropped from the vessel by an internal lever 
in the case of emergency, giving the boat a lift of buoyancy to help it surface.  

This emergency function was not used the night of February 7, 1864, when 
the Hunley sank the USS  Housatanic, and the keel weights were still attached 

when the Hunley was raised in 2000.  Why weren't the keel weights dropped?  
Who knows?   What we do know is eight very, very brave men, including the 
commander George E. Dixon, never got to tell us their story of this historic 

voyage, but earned a place in Confederate history we all should value.  
 

Switching gears on you, don't we all admire people who can think fast in 
emergencies?   Thus the other night I was reading about a British agent in 
France in 1943 who was getting off a train, carrying a suitcase in which there 

was a radio transmitter.  He noticed that all people with suitcases were being 
made to step aside for further searches.  Knowing he would be caught, as he 
came to the Gestapo men the Englishman shouted "I have just found this suit-

case with a transmitter in it, take me to Gestapo headquarters immediately."  
One German jumped in a car and the agent jumped in with his suitcase; the 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

A Compassionate Heart! 
 
Compassionate Heart means, "Love in Action"!  So 

just saying you love Jesus is one thing but putting 
love into action is another thing! 
 

Read Luke 7:11-17 where Jesus comforted a fu-
neral procession and Jesus had “compassion" for a 
widow not out of compulsion! 
 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

German never made it to HQ and the agent got away.  
 

Well General John Gordon thought just as quickly in a 
desperate situation in the Wilderness on May 5, 1864.  
His brigade was coming up only to encounter Ewell's 

men fleeing in wild disorder.  Ewell himself stopped 
only long enough to tell Gordon, "General Gordon, the 
fate of the day depends on you, sir."   Wheeling a sin-

gle regiment into line, Gordon sent that regiment head-
long into the advancing Yankees.  As Gordon put it "the 

sheer audacity of the charge checked, as I hoped it 
would, the Union advance for a few moments" giving 
Gordon time to get other Confederate units in his bri-

gade in line.  
 

The Federal unit in front of Gordon gave way, but 
Gordon's line was so short, and his men so few, that 
his command only covered a small portion of the blue 

line.  On both sides, the blue line remained, and 
Gordon said it was one of the "strangest conditions 

ever witnessed on a battlefield."  His command was on 
an even line with the Yankees on either side, just fac-
ing in different directions.  Gordon knew that in this 

crises he had to do something  immediately, before the 
Yankees on either side of him realized how outnum-
bered he was.  So instantly Gordon divided his com-

mand into two lines, turning each line 90 degrees so it 
faced the flank of the Union line that had been parallel 

to the Confederates.  Upon command each half of 
Gordon's men rushed in two different directions onto 
the flank of the Union line on either side.   Gordon said 

the move "astonished" the Federals, and the quick 
thinking that produced it "shattered" both Union lines 

and resulted  in large numbers of prisoners. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Charles Henry Manship 
 
After Vicksburg surrendered in July 1863, Union General William T. Sherman led an expedition to Jackson, 

Mississippi to defeat Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston’s "Army of Relief." On July 17, 1863, Johnston 
retreated across the Pearl River after a week-long siege. 
 

This was the second time that Union troops occupied the state's capital; the first time was in May 1863. 
Charles Henry Manship (pictured above) was mayor of Jackson during both the May 14 battle of Jackson and 

the July siege of the city. 
 
From the Facebook page of Mississippi Department of Archives & History 
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FORREST 

 
“The crisis called for a man, and there he was; a 

born soldier, not of the mere dilatory or dilettante 
or martinet or bulldog order, but one who always 

carried a head on his shoulders, brimful of native 
brain capacity, of far-reaching intuition, grasping 
the thing to do, and never failing to do it.” By 

Wharton J. Green 
 

Source: RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS: An 
Auto of Half a Century and More, By Green, Whar-
ton Jackson, 1906. 

 
Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/

green/green.html 
 

DTH 

What the Battle Flag Symbolized to Southerners 

 
“To Southern soldiers and their families, the Confeder-

ate Battle Flag symbolized their Christian heritage and 
resistance to tyranny. They were fighting for the right 
of Southern States and their people to determine their 

own political destiny, just as their Revolutionary War 
forefathers had fought the British. They were fighting 

against the evil of unjust taxation and many other 
abuses of power perpetrated by Northern political fac-
tions. They were fighting to free themselves of a 

Northern political dominance that had enriched the 
Northern states and oppressed Southern states. After 
many years of hardship and blood spent on the battle-

field, the Southern Cross came to symbolize the cour-
age and blood sacrifice of the Confederate soldier and 

Southern people. They believed in the justice and 
righteousness of their cause, and when the surrender 
at Appomattox came, they gave up their regimental 

banners with tears and weeping.” Mike Scruggs 
 

Photo: Unidentified Confederate Soldier in Co. H "the 
Caswell Boys" 6th North Carolina Infantry 
 

DTH 

Happy Birthday! 
Born July 13, 1821 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/green/green.html
http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/green/green.html
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Champ Ferguson 
 
"I am yet and will die a Rebel … I killed a good 

many men, of course, but I never killed a man 
who I did not know was seeking my life. I had 
always heard that the Federals would not take me 

prisoner, but would shoot me down wherever 
they found me. That is what made me kill more 

than I otherwise would have done. 
 
I repeat that I die a Rebel out and out, and my 

last request is that my body be removed to White 
County, Tennessee, and be buried in good Rebel 
soil." 

 
- Champ Ferguson 

Confederate guerilla and partisan ranger 
October 10, 1865 
 

As quoted in a publication of the Nashville Dis-
patch on October 22, 1865 

 
Ferguson was charged for 53 murders; in fact, he 
claimed to have killed over 100 Union soldiers and 

pro-Union civilians during the war.  Stories circu-
lated about Ferguson's alleged sadism when they 
claimed he would decapitate his victims and roll 

their heads down hillsides 
 

Ferguson was one of only two Confederates exe-
cuted after the Civil War for alleged war crimes; 
the other was Andersonville commander Henry 

Wirz. 
 

From the Facebook page of Civil War Quotes 

Editor’s Note:  Since I have made use of material from the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage so 
often in the newsletter, I thought I’d help that group by passing on an advertisement they posted: 
 
Arm yourself with the TRUTH… 
 
Are you tired of hearing the arguments that the Civil War was fought to end slavery? Would you like to 

communicate the truth in an intelligent manner? 
 
Then this for you. Over an hour of powerful facts giving you the knowledge to “Defend the Heritage,” be-

cause if you don’t… who will? 
 

Get this valuable information while you still can. 
 

Link to Purchase of CD:  http://mestasmusicals.com/heritage-home  
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So you think no blacks fought for the Confederacy?  Consider this newspaper report that comes from 
Union sources.--Editor 
 
We wanted to give you a bit more proof of 
ARMED BLACK CONFEDERATE TROOPS. We 
think, more than likely, the commanding offi-

cers were doing what they were good at, and 
many of them armed their servants. Even 

though it may not have been an 'official policy' 
of the CSA at the time to arm 'slaves'....there 
were PLENTY of FREE BLACK PERSONS in the 

South and they are more than likely the ones 
who were fighting. Arming "slaves" is one thing. 

Arming FREE MEN is another subject. We will 
also give you a link to the original newspaper 
article. Here is the transcription: 

 
"Attack on our Soldiers by Negroes in the Rebel 
Service. 

A member of the Indiana 20th Regiment, now 
encamped at Fortress Monroe, authenticates 

the statement that a regiment of armed ne-
groes in the rebel ranks fired upon our soldiers 
during the reconnaissance near Newport News, 

on the 22d last. In a letter to the Indianapolis 
Journal he says : 

Just after passing New Market Bridge, seven 
miles from camp, they detached one company 
as an advance, and soon after their advance 

was attacked by six hundred of the enemy's 
cavalry. The company formed to receive cav-
alry, but the cavalry advancing, deployed to the 

right and left, when within musket range, an unmasked a body of seven hundred negro infantry, all armed 
with muskets, who opened a fire on our men, wounding two Lieutenants and two privates, and rushed 

forward, surrounded the company of Germans who cut their way through, killing six of the negroes and 
wounding several more. The wounded men testify positively that they were shot by negroes, and not less than 
seven hundred were present, armed with muskets. There is no mistake about it. The 20th German were actu-

ally attacked, fired on, and wounded by negroes." 
CLEVELAND MORNING LEADER  

Thursday morning 
January 9, 1862 
 

Here is the link to the original newspaper article: 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035143/1862-01-09/ed-1/seq-1/

#date1=1861&index=17&rows=20&words=armed+negroes+rebel&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&d
ate2=1865&proxtext=rebels+arm+negroes&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=3 
 

Photo- Unidentified Confederate courtesy Civil War talk.com  
 
From the Facebook page of the Southern Historical Society 
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Southern Chivalry at Gettysburg 

 
When the fighting began at Gettysburg on the morning of 

July 1, Wade Hampton was with Jeb Stuart’s raiding divi-
sion in Dover, Pennsylvania, 23 miles northeast of the 
battlefield. All were numb with lack of sleep after three 

solid days in the saddle since crossing the Potomac, but 
after a short rest in Dover, the division pushed on toward 

Carlisle in search of provisions, with Hampton's tired 
troopers at the rear of the column. 
 

Halting in Dillsburg with the captured wagons and prison-
ers from the raid, Hampton received word from Stuart 
before daybreak on July 2 that the army had been found 

at Gettysburg, and he headed south that morning. By 
2:00 P.M., the brigade had halted a few miles northeast 

of Gettysburg with the tail of the column a mile 

south of Hunterstown. Waiting on his horse be-
side the road, Hampton came under fire from a 
Yankee cavalryman about 200 yards away. 

Charging the rifleman alone, Hampton with his 
pistol became involved in a strange duel with 

the blue trooper at close range. Hampton's 
chest was grazed by a bullet, and at one point, 
Hampton chivalrously stopped to let the Yankee 

clean his gun before resuming the fight. Hamp-
ton at last wounded his assailant in the wrist, 
but just then another enemy soldier wielding a 

sword rushed forward and blind-sided Hampton 
with a saber cut to the back of the head before 

making his escape. The general's hat and thick hair saved him from a deathwound. He returned to his bri-
gade with a bloody four-inch gash on his scalp as well as a shallow chest wound. Later that afternoon, 
Hampton's men turned back to Hunterstown and thwarted a drive on the Confederate rear by Kilpatrick's 

Union cavalrymen. Hampton held the ground until the next morning. 
 

On the morning of July 3, Hampton and his men rode 2 miles out of Gettysburg on the York Pike, then 
turned south with Stuart's other cavalry brigades. Their goal was to get in the rear of the Union army 
when the end of the cannonade at Gettysburg signaled the beginning the main Confederate effort against 

Cemetery Ridge. The cavalry fighting began about 3 o'clock that afternoon. In the swirling, hand-to-hand 
melee with the Union cavalrymen which had met their approach, Hampton received two more saber cuts 
to the front of his head, one of which cut through the table of his skull. The indomitable South Carolinian 

continued fighting until he was hit by a piece of shrapnel in the right hip, which finally put him out of ac-
tion. He was carried back to Virginia in the same ambulance with Maj. Gen. John Bell Hood. 

Hampton 

Stuart 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

Which Confederate rode a 

horse named “Fire-Eater”? 

 

June’s question asked: 

Where were the battlefield 

landmarks known as the 

“Bloody Angle” and the 

“Bloody Lane” located? 

 

The answer: 

There were two battles with 

“Bloody Angle” land-

marks—Gettysburg and 

Spotsylvania.  The “Bloody 

Lane” was at Sharpsburg. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 


