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The April meeting program was pre-

sented by Grady Howell who spoke on 

a new book he is writing about the Jeff 

Davis Rifles in the Mexican War. 

Dan Duggan informs me that the June 

program will be given by Robert 

Murphree who will speak on “Panic Up 

North: Robert E. Lee’s Invasion of 

Pennsylvania in 1863.” 

  

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  June 27, 2022, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

June Meeting 

Lee’s Invasion  of 

Pennsylvania 

May Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 
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The Jeff Davis Rifles in 

the Mexican War 

 
 
 
 
 

Y e are the salt of the earth: 
but if the salt have lost 

his savour, wherewith shall it 
be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be 
cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men. 

Y e are the light of the 
world. A city that is set 

on an hill cannot be hid. 

N either do men light a 
candle, and put it un-

der a bushel, but on a candle-
stick; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house. 

L et your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may 

see your good works, and glo-
rify your Father which is in 
heaven. 

T hink not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or 

the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. 

F or verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth 

pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled. 
 

Matthew 5:13-18 
(KJV) 

 

Henry S. Figures 

 
Letters and diaries can be our window 

into the lives of Civil War soldiers. We 
can experience their boredom, joy, 
and tragedy. With this in mind, we 

are starting a new series that will give 
you a glimpse into their world. 

 
For 22 year old Henry S. Figures, 
clothes indeed made the man, or at 

least made him feel like a new man. 
The son of the editor of the Huntsville 
(ALA) Southern Advocate, Henry 

enlisted in the 4th Alabama Infantry 
as a private, but by 1863, was pro-

moted to lieutenant in the 48th Ala-
bama Infantry. 
 

Serving most of the war in Virginia, 
Figures was part of Longstreet's 

Corps that was sent to reinforce the 
Confederates at Chattanooga. Arriv-
ing in time to fight in the Battle of 

Chickamauga, by early October, 
Longstreet's troops became part of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Calendar July 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 22, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 26, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

November 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

December 12? or 19?, 

2022 

Christmas Social plans to 

be determined 

 

January 23, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

February 27, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

A few years ago I took a 14 year old boy and his dad deer hunting at my farm, 
and late that afternoon I heard the boy shoot.  I went over to check on him and 
the boy had killed a nice buck, was standing by the deer when I pulled up.  

"How far did the deer run?" I asked, as the deer was some five hundred yards 
at least from the boy's stand. 
 

"He didn't," the boy replied.  Bottom line was the youngster had made a shot 
that was at least 500 yards.  Later on I found out from the father that the son 

was a competition long distance shooter. 
 
As they left that night, as I said goodbye to the two, I turned to the boy and 

said, "Do me one favor would you?" 
 

"Yes sir." 
 
"If I ever start to do something to make you mad, just tell me what it is and I 

will stop it."   
 
Major General John F. Reynolds was killed at Gettysburg on the first day of the 

battle.  Shelby Foote called him the "best general" the Union had at the time.  
Supposedly a month before Reynolds was shot, Abe Lincoln had offered him 

command of the Army of the Potomac, after  
Hooker had been relieved from command.  Reynolds said he would accept the 
position only if Lincoln would agree to keep politics out of decisions affecting the 

army.  Lincoln's reply to that request was the appointment of Meade to be the 
commander.  

 
Though there is some controversy about who or what killed General Reynolds, 
many feel he was shot by a Confederate sharpshooter named Benjamin Thorpe.  

Thorpe was sixteen year old boy from North Carolina who was generally ac-
knowledged to be one of the best shots in the whole Confederate army.   

 
Thorpe was a member of the 26th North Carolina Infantry.  General Pettigrew, 
the brigade commander of that regiment, directed that some 100 sharpshooters 

from the brigade be stationed in the McPherson farm area, close by Willoughby 
Run.   Ben Thorpe's lieutenant placed Thorpe in a cherry tree on the McPherson 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

"If I Perish, I Perish" 

 
Dr David Jeremiah compared General T. 
J."Stonewall" Jackson with his faith with Queen 

Esther, a Jew married to a Persian King in Esther 4!  
She learned of a plot by Persian official to kill all 

Jews and went to tell the king knowing that any 
one approaching the king without permission, even 
the queen, would die unless the king granted a par-

don! As she was going she said, "If I Perish, I Per-
ish"!  General Jackson was sitting under a large 

tree during a battle when a Union shell hit the large 
tree and bark and pieces of wood were all over 
General Jackson.  He brushed it off and continued 

writing, focused on his task!  Would your faith let 
you risk dying in order to do the Will of God?? 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

died away that the shot had been a good one."  Then 

he saw the tall man topple out of his saddle.  
 

It was a long time before Thorpe learned who his tar-
get had been, and when Thorpe was told Reynolds was 
a great man, Thorpe said he was "genuinely sorry" 

about the man's death.  
 
After the war Thorpe wrote the Reynolds family to ex-

press his regret at causing General Reynolds' death.   
The Reynolds family was gracious enough to reply that 

they held no animosity toward the young soldier, citing 
the fortunes of war.  
 

Thorpe never talked much about his famous shot.  
Forty years later a group from Pennsylvania called 

upon Thorpe to get him to tell them about the shot.  
Thorpe once more expressed his sorrow at General 
Reynold's death, and stated that he would have a floral 

tribute placed on the Reynolds' grave next Decoration 
Day.  Before that date rolled around the Grim Reaper 

called on Ben Thorpe, and the intention was never ful-
filled.  
 

On Memorial Day this past week a television reporter 
went down on the beach in Florida and asked young 
people (looked like college age I guess) what Memorial 

Day was and why we celebrated it.  The answers given 
were both amusing and terribly sad.  The ignorance 

about our history displayed was stunning.  Who fought 
in the American Revolution, who won the War Between 
the States, who fought in WW II, what was the Cold 

War, were all hurdles none of the people interviewed 
could leap.  No wonder Confederate history is being 

pushed to the sideline. 

farm. 
 

Thorpe saw the Union soldiers arrive and take po-
sitions, then saw a group of Union officers ride up 
and halt on a little knoll.  About the same time 

Thorpe's lieutenant came up, glassed the area out 
in front of the Confederate troops, and asked 
Thorpe if he saw the group of officers. 

The lieutenant went on to say:  “Ben, do you see 
that tall, straight man in the center of the group?  

He is evidently an officer of some high rank and is 
directing the operations.  Sight your gun at 700 
yards and see if you can reach him.” 

 
Thorpe did so, fired, and saw the bullet fall short 

of the target.  
 
The lieutenant shouted up for Thorpe to push his 

sight up to 900 yards, "and hold steady, for we 
must have him."   

 
Thorpe held his barrel steady on a tree limb and 
fired.  Later Thorpe said "I knew before the report 

(Continued from page 2) 
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A page from  

"A Confederate 
Catechism" 

By 
Lyon Gardiner Tyler, 

3rd edition. 
 

Posted to the 

Facebook page of  
The Civil War Buff 

by Kev Flynn 
 

Shared by 

Robert E. Lee Camp 
1640, 

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans 
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THE WAR ON WOMEN 

 
“I repeat my orders to you that you arrest all people male and female connected with those facto-
ries, no matter what the clamor and let them foot it, under guard to Marietta, whence I will send 

them by [railroad] cars to the North.” William Sherman, Major-General 
 

SHERMAN’S WAR ON WOMEN… 
The War was raging and General Sherman had begun a scorched earth policy he believed that ter-

rorizing civilians was the best way to destroy the South’s morale and ability to wage war.  
In July 1864, approximately 400 mill workers in Georgia - nearly all women, were taken prisoner by 
the Union Army. They were then put on trains headed North, and few of them ever made their way 

back home. They would be referred to as the  Roswell Women in the Official Records. 
 

The mills employed hundreds of women and young girls, some of them black. The women often 
brought their children with them to the mills because they had no one to care for them while they 

worked. Other residents had fled before the Union soldiers arrived, but the mill women remained on 
the job, producing materials for the Confederate soldiers. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The women and children were given a short time to gather their belongings and then marched out 

to the Roswell town square where they waited long hours for supply wagons to transport them to 
Marietta. On their arrival in Marietta, the workers were imprisoned in the abandoned Georgia Mili-

tary Institute, where they remained for the next week. 
 
From Marietta, the 400 or so Roswell Mill women and children were loaded into boxcars and given 

several days' rations, none of them knowing where they were being taken or if they would ever re-
turn. They were not given the opportunity to leave messages for their loved ones. By July 15, two 

trainloads of the refugees had been given nine days' rations and sent north. 
Other Roswell women were taken across the Ohio River into Indiana. The women in Indiana strug-
gled from the beginning, taking whatever work they could find. Many were uneducated and knew 

nothing but mill work. There was very little possibility that they would ever find their way home.  
Some eventually made their way back to Georgia. 

 
The atrocities suffered by these women were noted in some newspapers in the North. The New 

York Tribune, in reporting the women from Roswell had been loaded into wagons and sent to Mari-
etta, wrote:  “Only think of it! Four hundred weeping and terrified Ellens, Susans and Maggies 
transported, in the springless and seatless army wagons, away from their lovers, and brothers of 

the sunny south, and all for the offense of weaving tent cloth and spinning stocking yarn.” 
 

The Patriot and Union, a Pennsylvania newspaper, wrote: 
...It is hardly conceivable that an officer bearing a United States commission of Major General 

should have so far forgotten the commonest dictates of decency and humanity... As to drive four 
hundred penniless girls hundreds of miles away from their homes and friends to seek livelihood 
amid strange and hostile people. We repeat our earnest hope that further information may redeem 

the name of General Sherman and our own from this frightful disgrace.   
 Indiana’s “New Albany ledger” wrote sympathetically of the refugees’ plight; describing them as 

“thinly clad,” living in “hovels,” with some dying from starvation or exposure. 
Mary Petite’s book, “The Women will Howl,” gives an account of the workers fate. Some died of 
freezing and starvation on the banks of the Ohio River; many gave children up for adoption to keep 

them from starving. Requests by local agencies for assistance from the Federal government were 
denied. 

A similar fate befell approximately 300 millworkers of the neighboring New Manchester Mill on 
Sweetwater Creek. Arrested women workers were allowed to bring their children. Male workers ar-

rested were mostly too young or too old to fight in the war. 
 
Portions from:  http://civilwarwomenblog.com/exile-of-the-roswell-mill.../ 

And:  http://raleightelegram.com/201208192984 
 

An explanation of the content and context of the photo is not provided.  One can assume it is a 
Southern factory with a large female workforce that was burned/razed by Sherman and the employ-

ees arrested 
 
From a DTH re-post of an item posted May 20, 2014 on Facebook. 

(Continued from page 5) 

http://raleightelegram.com/201208192984
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FLETCH TAYLOR 

 
Missouri guerilla leader Fletch Taylor (left), 

who later would lose his right arm, was 
Frank (center) and Jesse James’ command-

ing officer in 1864 before the James boys 
joined “Bloody Bill” Anderson’s bushwhack-
ers. They posed for the rare wartime photo 

soon after Jesse joined Taylor’s marauders 
in April 1864. 

 
– True West Archives – 
 

Posted to Facebook by Brianna Smith on the 
page of Civil War in Missouri, Kansas & Ar-

kansas 
Shared on the Facebook page of Frank and 

Jesse James 
 
Editor’s note:  I find it interesting that in the 

movie “Outlaw Josey Wales,” the com-
mander of the group Wales joined was 

named “Fletcher” which I assumed to be a 
last name.  If you know the James brothers 

story of how they were treated and why 
Jesse became so hardened against anything 
Union, you know that aspects of Jesse 

James were used in developing the charac-
ter of Josey Wales so maybe the name “Fletcher” was a nod to the real person, Fletcher Taylor.  

Too bad the movie Fletcher didn’t see through the Union’s “surrender” offer.  Of course, if he had, a 
lot of the plot would’ve been lost. 

I have been ashamed of many things in my life, but the recollection of my course 

as a Confederate soldier has been for forty years, my chief joy and pride! If ever I 
was fit to live or willing to die, if ever I was worthy of my father's name or my 

mother's blood, if ever I was pleased with my place, suited to my rank, or satis-
fied with my sinful self—it must have been whilst I was marching under that white
-starred cross upon that blood-red banner against the invaders of my native 

Southland. For that I want no forgiveness in this world or the next. I can adopt 
the saying of my great Commander, General Lee: "If all were to be done over 
again, I should act in precisely the same manner; I could have taken no other 

course without dishonor." -- John Richard Deering, Company K, 12th Mississippi 
Infantry 

 
From -- Lee and His Cause: Or, The Why and How of the War Between the States 
 

Image: Maurice Westbrooks, 19th Alabama 
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The Charge at Trevilian Station 

General Hampton and The Citadel Cadets, June 11, 1864 
Artwork by Mort Kunstler 

 
Comments by Mort Kunstler 
 

After painting The Loneliness of Command, a single figure composition of Robert E. Lee sitting outside his 
tent at night, I wanted to paint something complicated. Instead of night, I wanted day. Instead of quiet, I 

wanted action. The painting would also be my fifth in the series of six Lee's Lieutenants paintings and I im-
mediately thought of a cavalry charge. I had already painted J.E.B. Stuart, Lee's most famous cavalryman, in 
Stuart's Ride so why not Wade Hampton, who succeeded Stuart after his death and became Lee's ranking 

cavalry commander? 
 

After doing considerable reading, I felt the charge at Trevilian Station on June 11,1864 would be perfect. 
Wade Hampton led a charge of Cadet Rangers recently arrived from the Citadel, to save a Confederate bat-
tery from capture. The painting would have Hampton, action, a complex composition, and daylight all in one 

- exactly what I was searching for! 
 

Having painted Hampton before, I was well aware of his character, personality, uniforms, and accoutre-
ments. He was riding his favorite mount, Butler, a bay. All of this was confirmed with South Carolinian, Jim 
Fox, who is an authority on Wade Hampton. 

 
The cadets went into the charge with pistols, and were in reality mounted infantry, as they were equipped 
with long Enfield rifles rather than short carbines. To identify the Cadet Corps, I felt the flag was a necessity. 

Although there is no known flag to exist today - no physical evidence - there is ample written documentation. 
In Cadets in Gray, Gary Robert Baker records a vivid description of the flag. "...a very beautiful one of red 

and white silk. On one side is written the name of our company, 'Cadet Rangers' and beneath it on the white 
ground, 'Christmas 1862.'" (The date commemorated when it was presented to the cadets.) The flag also 
contained a crescent embroidered in gold in the upper corner of each side. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Jane Yates, Museum Curator at the Citadel, and Civil War researcher Paul Fowler were of invaluable aid in 
obtaining all possible accounts and facts on this very dramatic moment in the career of Wade Hampton, 

who was one of Lee's most capable lieutenants. 
 
Joining Wade Hampton with the cadets of the South Carolina Military Academy - The Citadel - shows two 

great examples of Southern leadership. 
 
Posted to Facebook by Southern Pride & Dixie Proud 

(Continued from page 8) 

the forces surrounding Chattanooga. 
 

"Near Chattanooga, Tennessee—October 1, 1863— 
 
Dear Mother-- 

 
I received my clothes today. As soon as they came, I 
went to the creek and took a good bath—then put on 

a clean shirt, drawers, and socks--which I needed 
very much, as the others were put on at Atlanta 

about two weeks ago. Just imagine you see a soldier 
with a white cotton shirt on, been worn two weeks, a 
new hat (cost $30.00 in Petersburg) a good pair blue 

pants, a nice jacket—Confederate Grey—and you 
would see your son, Henry, who I know you want to 

see. I have got my overcoat yet. Good as new. My 
clothes fit very well—all but the coat which is large 
enough for an overcoat, but I don’t need it right now, 

as I have a very nice jacket and it is not cold. If eve-
rything keeps quiet for two or three weeks, I am go-

ing to apply for a furlough. If I get it, I will bring my 
coat home and let you alter it. 
 

I am very much pleased with my clothes. The coat 
and pants are very nice, so are the shirts. You must 
thank Hanis for the socks, they are very nice. Tell Mrs. Masteri that I saw Ed yesterday, he looks very well, is 

now on Gen. Kelly’s staff, was formerly app. 8 Ark. I have just heard that Shank Drake was at the 4th Ala. 
and is going home in a day or two, so I will send this by him. I may write move tomorrow but I don’t know, 

so good by. I remain your aff. son… 
 
Henry S. Figures" 

 
Figures returned to Virginia with Longstreet in the 1864, only to be killed in the Battle of the Wilderness on 

May 6. 
 
Image of Henry S. Figures, on the left with the large knife, photographed with an unknown friend in 1861 

courtesy of the NPS 
 
From the Facebook page of Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park 

(Continued from page 1) 
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From an informational email from the Forrest Camp in Memphis.  This is all I got so if 

you’re interested and have questions, contact either the Forrest Camp or the sponsoring 
UDC chapter. ~ Editor 



11 

Reveille 

Orders were issued for General Stuart to make a reconnaissance of the right flank of the Federal 
Army and return with the intelligence Lee needed to put the overall plan into effect. Stuart took 

1,200 cavalrymen on a pounding one-hundred mile ride around the Army of the Potomac, stopping 
only to accept kisses and flowers from the ladies who watched. Pursued closely by Federal forces 

and once pinned against a seemingly impassable river, Stuart nevertheless brought his command 
through safely. A federal officer observed, "That one stroke, that one-hundred mile ride around the 
Army of the Potomac, did more to unsettle McClellan than any other event that took place in the 

early stages of the Seven Days' battles." 
 

The story made the headlines in newspapers north and south. On June 16, 1862 the Richmond 
Daily Dispatch said, "History cannot show such another exploit as this of Stuart's! The whole coun-
try is astonished and applauds. McClellan is disgraced. Stuart and his troopers are now forever in 

history." 
 

General Stuart's ride around McClellan accomplished several goals. First it gathered for General Lee 
valuable knowledge of detailed positions and size of the Federal Army. Second, Stuart and his caval-

rymen were able to disrupt Federal communications and supply lines. And finally, the ride dealt a 
psychological blow to McClellan and his army. General J.E.B. Stuart was well on his way in becom-
ing one of the south's favorite sons. 

 
Posted on Facebook by Hallowed Ground 

 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks 

two things:  How many Con-

federate generals were there 

and how many graduated 

West Point? 

 

May’s question asked: 

What famous Union com-

mander lost every battle, cam-

paign , and engagement his 

command was in? 

 

The answer:   
Benjamin F. Butler 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

BOLD CAVALIER 

 
Governor's Mansion 

Richmond, Virginia June 16, 1862 
Artwork by John Paul Strain 

 
When General J.E.B Stuart rode to 
Capitol Square on June 16, 1862 

to observe a military drill, he was 
already a hero to the citizens of 

Virginia. Arriving at the Governor's 
Mansion, members of the military 
and passersby instantly recog-

nized him. According to a witness 
"the people, citizens and soldiers 

were pretty near crazy to see and 
hear him speak." Thanking the 

cheering crowds for their gracious 
welcome he spoke of the grand 
struggle of the Southern people 

and the heroic army he would 
help lead to victory. Stuart had 

just returned from an amazing feat that had captured the imagination of the 
South, his ride around McClellan. 

 
General George McClellan and the Army of the Potomac had stood poised 
and ready to enter Richmond and end the rebellion. To prevent this from 

happening, General Robert E. Lee needed to devise a plan by which he 
could defeat a numerically superior army without sacrificing his own men. 

Lee knew he would have to bring Stonewall Jackson's army east from the 
Shenandoah Valley if he were to have any hope of turning back the Union 
tide. Jackson's march would bring him somewhere on the Federal's right 

flank. Lee needed to know if McClellan had fortified that flank or had left it 
open for an attack. 

 
(Continued on page 11) 


