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May Meeting
Report

J
June Meeting
Joint Meeting with UDC
Adjutant Ron Stowers reports that the
June meeting will be a joint meeting of
our camp and the W.H. Holder Chapter
of the UDC. The UDC has arranged
for the speaker, Bridget Smith, of Raymond, who has written a novel about
Gen. Earl Van Dorn entitled Where
Elephants Fought. The speaker has researched Van Dorn’s for over 20 years
and they say that it is amazing what she
uncovered.
Everyone come and bring guests, especially new recruits!
When: June 28, 2016, 5:30 pm.
Where: Municipal Art Gallery, State
St., Jackson.

See you there!

esus saith unto her,
Woman, believe me,
the hour cometh, when ye
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,
worship the Father.
e worship ye know not
what: we know what
we worship: for salvation
is of the Jews.
ut the hour cometh,
and now is, when the
true
worshippers
shall
worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to
worship him.
od is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must
worship him in spirit and
in truth.
he woman saith unto
him, I know that
Messias cometh, which is
called Christ: when he is
come, he will tell us all
things.
esus saith unto her, I
that speak unto thee
am he.
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John 4:21-26
(KJV)
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Brandon Beck, Professor
The speaker for the May meeting was

Brandon Beck, Professor at MUW,
who spoke on his latest book about
"Streight's Foiled Raid on the Western
and Atlantic Railroad: Emma Sansom's
Courage and Nathan Bedford Forest's
Pursuit."
This editor was unable to attend the meeting and has no other information on it.

Editor’s Commentary
To all those who disrespect
our battle flag:

Reveille

Rebel Ramblings
by Robert Murphree
We are all familiar with the enormous contribution the Tredegar Iron Works in
Richmond made to the Confederate war effort, producing ordinance of every
size and caliber, and munitions to be fired by that ordinance. The genius of
Joseph R. Anderson, the managing partner from 1841 to long after the War,
was the primary reason for this success.
But did you know that Anderson made two decisions that both had unfortunate
consequences for the Southern war economy? The second decision was made
in 1860, to disband and close down the Tredegar locomotive manufacturing
section because of a lack of orders. After delivering the last locomotive made
at its Richmond plant to a Tennessee railroad in December, 1860, Tredegar
broke up its locomotive section and moved the workers into other activities.
The steady decline of the efficiency of Southern railroads from 1861 on was
not helped by the lack of a source for new engines.
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However by far the more damaging decision was Anderson's 1859 rejection of
the "Rodman plan" for casting cannon. Developed by Captain Thomas Rodney
of the Army Ordinance Bureau at the Fort Pitt foundry in Pittsburgh, the novel
method called for cannon to be cast around a hollow core. A stream of cool
water was passed through the hollow core while the mold in which the cannon
was cast was surrounded by a mass of burning coals. Under this system the
molten metal was cooled from the inside out, radically different from the old
techniques for casting cannon. Formerly cannon were made by pouring molten iron into the flask, or mold, in a solid mass, then allowing the cannon to
cool from the outside in. The tube was then bored out to turn it into a cannon.
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The Rodman method produced far stronger guns, as the novel cooling method
relieved the strains on the cooling metal the old method placed. Thus the
Rodman technique allowed the casting of much larger caliber guns than was
possible before, when larger guns were not particularly safe.
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More importantly, the Rodman system shortened considerably the time required to cast a large tube by cutting sharply the time required for cooling and
boring.
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In 1859 the U. S. Secretary of War John Floyd ordered that all cannon made
for the U. S. Army must be cast under the Rodman system. In order to assist
(Continued on page 3)
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2

July 26, 2016
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

August 23, 2016

September 27, 2016

Reveille

Chaplain’s Dispatch

(Continued from page 2)

its gun suppliers in converting to the new technology the War Department offered financial assistance and the advice of experts in the new method
of casting guns. Tredegar had just received an order for $20,000.00 worth of 8 inch guns for the
Army, but instead of complying with the new directive, Anderson did his best to get Floyd to change
his mind. Precious time was lost before in February, 1860 Anderson was informed by the War Department that Floyd's decision was final and that no
more solid cast guns would be accepted.

Dear Friends and Compatriots:
THE DELAY PRAYERS OF LIFE
When we look at delay prayers in our lives, do
we think “God has forgotten”? Look at old
Zacharias in Luke 1:17, praying for a child, delayed--for God’s timing! How about Lazarus in
John 11:4-6, delayed 4 days, Lazarus died--for
God’s glory to be shown!
Sincerely,

Anderson clearly missed a unique opportunity in
this 1859-1860 period to gain for the South the
most advanced equipment and technical knowledge
for casting heavy ordinance. It was not until October, 1864 that Tredegar completed a system for
casting a 12 inch gun around a hollow core, and the
first attempt to use the Rodman system was made.
It was February, 1865 before a second gun was
cast using this method; neither gun was finished in
time to see service in the War.

Rev. Glenn D. Shows
Chaplain

(Continued from page 5)

the gunners, as one recalled, “amid smoke, fog,
wreck, yells, clash and confusion…man to man,
hand to hand, with bayonets and musket butt on
their side and revolvers, rammers and hand spikes
on ours!”

In testimony before a Congressional Committee in
1864, the then Union Army Chief of Ordinance
stated that the Union army had determined it got
more firings from one Rodman cast gun than from
three cannon of similar caliber that were solid cast.
While Anderson made many valuable contributions
to the Confederate struggle, this was one area in
which he clearly missed the boat.

The gunner’s confusion is understandable. Skirmishers were simply not supposed to close with a
strongly defended enemy position, much less assault it. They did not know that they faced Ramseur’s Division’s elite Corps of Sharpshooters, the
shock troops of the Confederacy. They were, as
one former member put it, “the spike head of the
Toledo Steel” that led both the advance and retreat
of the army. The sharpshooters served not only as
skirmishers in the usual sense, but instead as powerful combat units in their own right. As a tactical
innovation, the Confederate sharpshooters were
years ahead of their time, presaging both the “open
order” of the late nineteenth century and the German Stosstruppen of World War I.

An Astute Observation
This is as true today as when it was first uttered:

Article and image taken from the Facebook page of
“Defending the Heritage”

“All tyranny needs to gain a foot hold is
for people of good conscience to remain
silent.” Edmund Burke

Visit the camp web site at:

http://www.scvcamp635.org
3

Reveille

THE GALLANT PELHAM
Pelham was only twenty-four years of age when he was killed; and yet, as
we shall see, he had, from the first great encounter of the war, although a
mere boy in years as well as in appearance, been one of the strong arms
on which his commanders leaned at the most critical turn of the fighting.
No one thought of his youth; rather they thought of him as they would
have thought of a veteran who could point to an hundred scars on his own
person. It was only after his death on the battle field that the minds of men
reverted to his youth.
Taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage”
Source: Brave Deeds of Confederate Soldiers, by PHILIP ALEXANDER
BRUCE, LL.D., 1916
Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/stream/bravedeedsofconf00bruc/
bravedeedsofconf00bruc_djvu.txt

MARTIN MARBLE
A noble, old colored man died here yesterday and was buried today. Martin
Marble passed to his reward at the age of 86 years. He was, before the war,
a servant of Col Andrew Carson, who was the sheriff of Washington County
during the war between the states.
When the federal gunboats were in the Mississippi river and destroying property along its banks, Martin...hauled the county records to the virgin forest
back from the river, and guarded and protected them until the danger was
over, returning the records as they had been taken away. In the meantime
the old Greenville (MS) court house had been burned by the federals (1864).
Many other acts of loyalty to the South; acts of honor, fidelity, and personal
devotion to the white people he knew, are credited to this noble old colored
man whose skin was black but his character as white as snow.
A number of years ago the members of Private Taylor Rucks Chapter UDC
presented Martin Marble to the Board of Supervisors as a true Confederate veteran, although not formally enlisted in the army, and he was placed on the Washington County pension list as a honor pensioner.
The homage paid Martin Marble...is but living evidence that true worth is appreciated and honored...
DAILY DEMOCRAT
Friday June 11, 1920
Photograph, newspaper article and info via Kathy Eubank
From the Facebook page of the Southern Historical Society
(Editor’s note: Though it is only my speculation, the mention of Washington County and the name of the paper
being the Democrat leads me to believe this was in Mississippi.)
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Commander’s Column
Trivia Question:

Commander Jackson has no column this month

This month’s question asks:
JEB Stuart's famous first
ride on June 12-16, 1862,
around McClellan's forces
occurred where?

RAMSEUR’S ELITE CORPS OF SHARPSHOOTERS

May’s question asked:
This Southerner was (in
this order) a Confederate
General, possibly the head
of the KKK in Georgia, a
US Senator (elected President of the Senate), a railroad promoter or entrepreneur, Governor of Georgia,
US Senator for a second
time, the first Commanderin-Chief of the UCV, and
finally an author recounting
his war experiences. Who
was he?
The answer: John Brown
Gordon

Yankee Captain James McKnight’s regular battery had already been overrun
once that foggy morning at Cedar Cree, losing a gun and several men. Now as
part of Getty’s Division they waited on a low hill outside Middletown, Va. As
another Rebel attack materialized out of the mist, the gunners gaped at the
Confederate skirmishers loping wolf-like up the hill, howling their trademark
yell. “ I could not believe they were actually going to close with us,” said one,
“until the men on the remaining gun of the left section abandoned it and retreated toward the old graveyard wall.
Their front line was not in order, but there was an officer leading them and I
distinctly heard him shout: “Rally on the Battery! Rally on the Battery!” The
Yankee gunners managed to fire off a last shot of double canister, “but as the
Rebel veterans understood this kind of business they opened out so that the
charge did not hit any of them.” In a moment the Southerners fell in amongst
(Continued on page 3)
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