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The May meeting featured a presenta-

tion by Danny W. Harrelson entitled 

“A Geological Analysis of the Disap-

pearance of the Civil War Cannon 

‘Whistling Dick’.”  Mr. Harrelson is 

employed at the U.S. Army Engineer 

Research and Development Center in 

Vicksburg.  The subject was taken 

from a paper Mr. Harrelson co-

authored with two others. 

The program for the June meeting will 

be presented by Compatriot Emmett 

Eaton who will bring more information 

on “Musical Richard” aka “Whistling 

Dick.” 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  June 27, 2017,  5:30 pm. 

Where:  Municipal Art Gallery, State 

St., Jackson. 

 

See you there! 

June Meeting  

More on 

“Whistling Dick” 
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Disappearance of  

“Whistling Dick” 

 
 

 

B ut of that day and 
hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father 
only. 

B ut as the days of 
Noah were, so shall 

also the coming of the Son 
of man be. 

F or as in the days that 
were before the flood 

they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, 

A nd knew not until 
the flood came, and 

took them all away; so 
shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. 

T hen shall two be in 
the field; the one shall 

be taken, and the other 
left. 

T wo women shall be 
grinding at the mill; 

the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. 

W atch therefore: for 
ye know not what 

hour your Lord doth come. 

 
Matthew 24:36-42 

(KJV) 
 

 

Editor’s note: 
Since I use a lot of material from the 
Facebook page of “Defending the 

Heritage”, beginning in this issue I 
will footnote each item borrowed 
from that page with “DTH” rather 

than the full statement.  Any original 
source information reported by DTH 
will be retained.  Also, full reference 

to other sources of items will be 
shown in their respective articles. 

 
I hasten to add that this shorthand 
referencing should not be considered 

in any way to show a lack of appre-
ciation for the fine work the DTH 

moderators/managers do. 
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Calendar 

June 27, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

July 25, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

August 22, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

September 26, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

 

October 24, 2017 
Regular meeting of 

Camp 635 at the Munici-

pal Art Gallery 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
If ever a man's greatness got a boost from heredity, it was Robert E. Lee.  His 
ancestors traced back to the Norman Conquest of England, the first American 

Lee being Richard Lee who came to Virginia in 1641 as secretary to the Vir-
ginia governor.   This man's grandson, Thomas Lee, was the first native born 
American to be a governor of Virginia.   This Thomas Lee had eight children, 

three of whom played prominent roles in the Revolution.  Two of the children, 
Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee, signed the Declaration of Inde-

pendence.  Thomas Lee's younger brother was Henry Lee, a leader in colonial 
Virginia and as a member of the legislature in Virginia an early supporter of 
independence.  Henry Lee's son, also named Henry, was the famous Revolu-

tionary War cavalry officer "Light-Horse Harry" Lee--the father of Robert E. 
Lee. 

 
But I bring this up as an aside to the subject I want to address in this column: 
the staggering unfairness of what is happening to the memory of Confederate 

leaders in today's view of history.   Maybe an example is the best way to make 
my point.  Let's take a controversial issue of 2017, say abortion, for our exam-
ple.    

 
I think it would be fair to say that there are fierce supporters of the abortion 

procedures--it's a litmus test for one political party--and there are opponents 
that are just as rabid.  But wouldn't it be fair to say the vast majority of peo-
ple, while vaguely uneasy at the idea of abortion, really  

don't feel it is one of the burning issues of the day?   And certainly there is no 
overwhelming sentiment at the present time to drum one group or the other 

out of public life and consign them to the dustbin of history.  
 
Fast forward to the year 2167.  Suppose, and I admit it is a big suppose given 

the media and Hollywood's views, by 2167 the pendulum has swung all the 
way and the defenders of abortion rights back in 2017 are considered the low-
est of the low--murderers, criminals, etc.  Would it then be fair to go back and 

write them out of history?   To take down any monument, or change the name 
of any street named after a person who was pro-abortion back in 2017?  If I 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

CHALLENGING QUESTIONS 

 
In Matthew 9:28 when two blind men were following 

Jesus, He turned around and asked, “Do you believe 
that I am able to do this?"  In John 5:7, "a certain 
man" was sitting at the pool at Bethesda to get well 

when Jesus asked, "Do you want to be made well?" 
 

Matt Batterson stated, ”Jesus FORCE them to define 
what they wanted and to also VERBALIZE their de-
sires.” 

 
What questions is the Holy Spirit asking you? 

 

 Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

could think of a contemporary Democratic president--
who no doubt would be pro-abortion--who had done 

anything great for the country, should he be tossed 
out of history's chronicles 150 years later simply be-
cause in 2167 his views on abortion are considered 

taboo?  Of course not. To ignore the achievements of 
great men simply because 150 years later some pe-
riod of their life didn't pass contemporary muster is 

the height of unfairness. 
 

And to have a  spasm of revulsion for anyone con-
nected with one side of a struggle that took place in 
1861 to 1865 simply because some obvi-

ously deranged criminal in South Carolina commits 
foul murders of innocent people going to church is 

the very definition of a non sequitur.   Espe-
cially considering men like Lee and Davis would have 
been the very first to condemn what Dylan Root did, 

just like Lee and Davis condemned what John Wilkes 
Booth did.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Invitation to Participate in a Local (Vicksburg Area) Battlefield Tour 
 
As members who attended the May meeting may remember Randy Rogers announced this invitation and of-

fered sign-up sheets for any that were interested.  This is being sponsored by the General Barton and Stovall 
History/Heritage Association (GBSHHA).  I did not get the itinerary and other info until after last month’s 
newsletter went out, so I was unable to get the info to members ahead of the May meeting.  I plan to attach 

this information in separate Adobe pdf files to the email transmitting this newsletter. 
 

In requesting assistance to get this invitation out, Compatriot Randy Rogers communicated the following to 
me:  “Attached is the itinerary, etc. for the Vicksburg meeting in late August.  Membership is not required 
and costs are very affordable…I assure you this is an above board organization and I know for sure Jack Bo-

len would not be a part of an organization that would not honor our CSA Ancestors in any way.  Jack and I 
are members of the Almand Family from GA that continues to be the longest continuous running family reun-
ion in GA. And we meet at the Salem Campground, the oldest continuous operating campground in GA., that 

our 3rd Great Grandpa Almand helped found.“ 
 

For clarity only, all compatriots should understand that the SCV is not a sponsor, an organizational partici-
pant, or otherwise involved in this event.  If you wish to participate in any of the activities, your dealings will 
be with the GBSHHA.   

 
For anyone with the time and interest, this appears to be a good opportunity to learn/refresh your history 

knowledge. 
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I AM THEIR FLAG! 

With ammunition gone they defended me along the rail-

road bed at Manassas by throwing rocks.  I saw the fields 
run red with blood at Sharpsburg.  Brave men carried me 

across Doctor's Creek at Perryville.  I saw the blue bodies 
cover Marye's Heights at Fredericksburg and the Gray 
ones fall like leaves in the Round Forest at Stones River.  

I AM THEIR FLAG --Dr. Michael Bradley 

I was a shroud for the body of Stonewall after Chancellors-

ville.  Men ate rats and mule meat to keep me flying over 
Vicksburg.  I tramped across the wheat field with Kemper 

and Armistead and Garnett at Gettysburg.  I know the thrill 
of victory, the misery of defeat, the bloody cost of both.  I 
AM THEIR FLAG --Dr. Michael Bradley 

When Longstreet broke the line at Chickamauga, I 

was in the lead.  I was the last off Lookout Moun-
tain.  Men died to rescue me at Missionary Ridge.  I 

was singed by the wildfire that burned to death the 
wounded in the Wilderness.  I was shot to tatters in 
the Bloody Angle at Spotsylvania.  I was in it all 

from Dalton to Peachtree Creek, and no worse 
place did I ever see than Kennesaw and New Hope 
Church. They planted me over the trenches at Pe-

tersburg and there I stayed for many long months. 
I AM THEIR FLAG --Dr. Michael Bradley 

In 1861, when they perceived their rights to be 

threatened, when those who would alter the na-
ture of the government of their fathers were 

placed in charge, when threatened with change 
they could not accept, the mighty men of valor 
began to gather. A band of brothers, native to the 

Southern soil, they pledged themselves to a 
cause: the cause of defending family, fireside, 
and faith. Between the desolation of war and 

their homes they interposed their bodies and they 
chose me for their symbol. I AM THEIR FLAG -- 

Dr. Michael Bradley 
Photo: Rebel Advance by Chris Collingwood. Depicting the 5th Vir-
ginia Infantrymen advancing across open ground. 

DTH 



5 

Reveille 

Fort Sumter:  What Nobody Seems to Know 

 
The original agreement where the national gov-

ernment gained possession of Fort Sumter and 
Fort Moultrie was executed in 1805 and reads in 
part: 

 
“That, if the United States shall not, within three 

years from the passing of this act, and notification 
thereof by the governor of this State to the Ex-
ecutive of the United States, repair the fortifica-

tions now existing thereon, or build such other 
forts or fortifications as may be deemed most ex-
pedient by the Executive of the United States on 

the same, and keep a garrison or garrisons 
therein, in such case this grant or cession shall be 

void and of no effect.” 
 
The fortifications had not been repaired by April 1861, much less in 3 years. Indeed a full 56 years had 

passed between the signing of the lease and the events of April, 1861. Fort Sumter had been empty until it 
was garrisoned December 26, 1860 when Major Robert Anderson moved his troops from Fort Moultrie to Fort 

Sumter in response to South Carolina’s secession; this FIRST act of the so-called Civil War was done even 
though there was an existing agreement in place between the federal government and the government of 
South Carolina leaving Anderson AT MOULTRIE without interference by EITHER side. 

 
With regard to Sumter, the United States had failed to fulfill its responsibilities in the lease agreement with 

South Carolina and that fort had legally reverted to South Carolina. Hence, not only did Anderson destroy 
parts of Fort Moultrie, but he and his troops illegally invaded and occupied territory that had reverted back to 
South Carolina. 
 

DTH 

Nathan B. Forrest… If he 

walked on water the haters 
would say it was because he 

couldn't swim... 
 
No Southern soldier has been 

more unjustly maligned by the 
dark side... 
 

DTH 
Photo: http://www.uscp.us/civil

- w a r - p o s t e r s / 0 5 6 5 -
nbforrest.php 
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AGE OLD DEBATE: SLAVERY VS TARIFFS 

 
“Slavery was not the direct cause of the war, but it pro-

duced conditions which made the two sections antagonis-
tic in interest and, shame be it said, men will always fight 
for interest more than for principle. We believe it was the 

interest of New England prior to 1861 to have a high pro-
tective tariff, as it is now; it was the interest of the South 

that we should have no tariff….The shrewd New Eng-
lander, wishing to force the South to acquiesce in the le-
galized robbery under the name of tariff, looked about for 

the most vulnerable point in the Southern economic struc-
ture, and hit upon slavery.” C. Gardner, 1906 
 

DTH 
Original source: Acts of the Republican Party as Seen by 

History, by C. Gardner, 1906. 
Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/details/
actsofrepublican00gard 

RECONSTRUCTION IN SC – MATT STEVENS INCIDENT… 

 
Understanding what Hampton faced in 1876 and what your ancestors were subjugated to during the Recon-

struction is essential… After the war, to the detriment of every Southerner both black and white, the federal 
government stood idly by and allowed the Carpetbagger government to use the freed black men as pawns in 
their terrible game of political control by recruiting them into the Black Militia and giving them authority to 

patrol the highways of the South. The banned silent film “Birth of a Nation” was spot on. Woodrow Wilson, 
who lived in Columbia during the Reconstruction, said of the film, "It is like writing history with Lightning. 

And my only regret is that it is all so terribly true."  
 
Here is the story of Matt Stevens, Confederate Veteran… 

 
“In South Carolina, the conduct of the Negro Militia became out of control. Armed and equipped, they went 
about in groups seeking conflict. The Carpetbaggers encouraged them into violence and incendiarism. They 

insulted ladies on public highways and moved about in the nighttime firing their guns and some instances 
shooting into homes terrifying families. Behind these lawbreakers was a hostile local government sustained 

by the federal authority. Pleas from citizens for help from the local authorities fell on deaf ears. The white 
leaders of the Black Militia gave these men the idea that belonging to the militia was sufficient to ensure 
them immunity, whatever the extent of their crimes against peace and order. 

 
“In January, 1871, Matt Stevens, a Confederate veteran who had lost an arm during the war was driving his 

wagon loaded with barrels of whiskey which he was transporting in the pursuit of his business as a wagoner. 
On the public highway he was met by a company of Governor Scott’s Black Militia numbering about 40. Some 
of them demanded that he should give them the whiskey. He offered to give them a bottle, but refused to let 

them interfere with the barrels in his keep. Thereupon, he was seized, beaten and finally shot to death. 
 

“Often perpetrators of such incidents were jailed and then in the darkness of night moved to another district 
where they were set free only to go about committing further crimes. Furious by the lack of protection from 
the local government, the original KKK mounted and disguised they rode to the Union County jail and seized 

five of the black militiamen. Two were shot to death. Three were allowed to escape the impression prevailing 
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that those were not actual participants in the crime. 
 

“A correspondent from the New York Herald was sent to SC to report on the 1871 KKK uprising. After a careful 
investigation, he wrote from Spartanburg on November 1, 1871 the following: 
 

1. That for four months no KKK outrages have been committed in Spartanburg County which the federal offi-
cials admit. 
 

2. That the KKK organization was originally formed for the self protection of its members, and not for any po-
litical purpose. 

 
3. That men of infamous character entered the KKK organization and perpetrated the series of gross outrages 
upon individuals. 

 
4. That in many instances white and black Republicans borrowed the disguise of the KKK and perpetuated a 

series of outrages upon their neighbors knowing that the blame would not be placed on them. 
 
5. That if the State government had not been, as it still is, in the hands of corrupt and infamous political ad-

venturers, and had the laws of the State been fairly and impartially administered, public sentiment would have 
crushed the KKK organization in its incipiency. 

 
6. That there was not any necessity for the suspension of writ of habeas corpus, because there was not at any 
time any disposition on the part of the citizens to resist the warrants of arrest. Every man in Spartanburg 

County could’ve been arrested by a deputy marshals’ posse. 
 
7. That the KKK while formidable in numbers perhaps, never entertain the idea of resisting United States gov-

ernment. If its designs were treasonable, it could, in a single night, have overpowered and annihilated entire 
military force in this county.” 

 
DTH 
Original source: The Reconstruction in South Carolina by John S. Reynolds, 1905.  

Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/details/reconstructioni01reyngoog 

(Continued from page 6) 

Editor’s note:  I’m hesitant to quote a war criminal 
but in this case “Torch” got it right. 

 

“Slavery was the pretext 
not the cause of the war.” 
William T. Sherman (the 

Union’s chief arsonist of 
which there were many) 
 

DTH 
Original source:  

Sherman's Civil War: Se-
lected Correspondence of 

William T. Sherman, 1860-1865, edited by Brooks 

D. Simpson, Jean V. Berlin 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

 What was the name of the 

CSS Virginia before it was 

put into service as a Con-

federate iron clad? 

 

May’s question asked: 

Companies within regi-

ments were give letter iden-

tifiers, “A” through “K” 

with “J” being skipped.  

Why? 

The answer: 

They skipped the letter “J” 

because in the longhand 

script of the day it looked 

too much like an “S” or an 

“I”. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

Fighting Joe Wheeler 

 
Old Fighting Joe Wheeler 

holds the unique distinction 
of serving as a general dur-
ing wartime for two oppos-

ing forces. Wheeler of 
course served as a cavalry 

officer for the Confederacy 
during the Civil War, but he 
would also fight in Cuba 

during the Spanish-
American War as a major-
general of volunteers.  

 
Major General Wheeler's 

men were heavily engaged 
in the Battle of Las Guasi-
mas, when the old general 

is reported to have yelled, 
"Let's go, boys! We've got 

the damn Yankees on the 
run again!" Evidently, he 
managed to confuse his 

wars in the excitement.  
 

Another great anecdote 
concerning Joe Wheeler 
has to do with the 100th 

anniversary celebration of 
the US Military Academy at West Point. Wheeler showed up wearing his most 
recent uniform as a major-general of volunteers. As he approached the porch 

of the old West Point hotel, James Longstreet took a look at Wheeler and said: 
"Joe, I hope that Almighty God takes me before he does you, for I want to be 

within the gates of hell to hear Jubal Early cuss you in the blue uniform." 
 
DTH 


