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Robert Murphree presented the pro-

gram  at the May meeting. His topic 

was “Lee and Longstreet at Gettys-

burg.” 

 

Dan Duggan presented “This Day in 

'61 - '65.” 

 

Music was provided by Jerry Brooks & 

Murray Stewart (3 songs) “Rebel's Last 

Request,” “Poor Rebel Soldier,” and 

“Home Grown Tomatoes.” 

 

In camp business approval was given 

to search for a new computer 

Compatriot and Past Camp Commander 

Dan Duggan has informed me that 

Brandon Beck will present the program 

for the June meeting.  His topic will be 

“Forrest Recruits a New Command--

Behind Yankee Lines, Christmas 

1863.”  

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  June 28, 2021, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

June Meeting 

Brandon Beck with an 

N.B. Forrest Story 

May 
Report 

The 
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Lee and Longstreet 

at Gettysburg 

 
 
 
 
 
 

L et God arise, let his 
enemies be scattered: 

let them also that hate 
him flee before him. 

A s smoke is driven 
away, so drive them 

away: as wax melteth be-
fore the fire, so let the 
wicked perish at the pres-
ence of God. 

B ut let the righteous be 
glad; let them rejoice 

before God: yea, let them 
exceedingly rejoice. 

S ing unto God, sing 
praises to his name: 

extol him that rideth upon 
the heavens by his name 
Jah, and rejoice before 
him. 

A  father of the father-
less, and a judge of 

the widows, is God in his 
holy habitation. 

G od setteth the solitary 
in families: he 

bringeth out those which 
are bound with chains: but 
the rebellious dwell in a 
dry land. 
 

Psalm 68:1-6 
(KJV) 

 

Wisdom of the General 

 
"The education of a man is never 

complete until he dies." 
 

"Wisdom is nothing more than 
healed pain." 
 

"Never do a wrong thing to make 
a friend or to keep one." 

 
From the internet.  Robert E. Lee’s 
quotes. 



2 

Reveille 

Calendar July 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 23, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 27, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 25, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

November 22, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

December 13?, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

January 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

February 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

We went to the baseball game at Ole Miss this past weekend, and on Saturday, 
June 6, as we stood for the national anthem, I was pleased to hear what the 
public address announcer said.  He said "as we remember the 77th anniversary 

of the D-Day landings in World War II, let us pause to remember those brave 
men who fought for our freedom."  I had already texted my two daughters that 
morning and reminded them of the day, and asked them to remember our boys 

who died on Omaha and Utah beaches. 
 

But I got to thinking about it and did some mental calculations about the men 
who were there that day.  If, say, the youngest men who landed on that day 
were 16 or 17 years old, if still alive today they would be 93 or 94 years old.  

Bottom line is in a few years the World War II generation will all be gone to the 
great Drill Ground in the sky. Like all of our Fathers, Daddy went into the army 

in World War II.  He didn't see any combat--at 27 when he went into the army 
they considered him too old; the other men called him "Pops."  
 

Then I got to wondering if the men of my Father's generation had paid much 
attention to the passing of the Confederate soldiers.  My Father was born in 
1915 in Calhoun County, when a number of old Confederates were still around. 

Once I asked him if he ever made any effort to seek them out and find out their 
stories.  He admitted he had not, but said his own Father had done so.  When 

my Grandfather was elected lieutenant governor in 1925 the family moved to  
Jackson for good.  Daddy said on Confederate Memorial Day several old men 
would put on what was left of their "uniform" and come over to their house, 

where each would tell the same stories over and over.  Kind of like I do now.   
Alas, Daddy could not remember any names or stories, only that all involved not 

having enough to eat, always being either cold or hot, and constant marching.   
 
I know a good deal about my great grandfather Thomas Martin Murphree's Con-

federate service, but only because my own Grandfather took the time to write 
what his Father told him.   When I think of the wonderful tales that were lost for 
lack of people to write the stories down, I can only shake my head. 

 
But we do have a number of first hand accounts of Confederate service, and you 

readers have had to listen at length over the years to me extol the skill of my 
favorite writers.   One that I love but have somehow slighted is the book of let-

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

UNCHANGING!!! 
 

Malachi 3:6 God said, " For I am the Lord, I do not 
change" and Hebrew 13: 8, "Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday, today and forever 
 

Dr. David Jeremiah said, "Like the general, we can 
forget that all Christians are fighting a spiritual war! 
The spiritual battle field is the UNSEEN realm of our 

thoughts, intents and feelings, doesn't mean it isn't 
mortally dangerous! __So it's time to dust off our 
armor like in Ephesians 6!  

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

Northern Virginia they think they are doing the proper 

thing, whether it be backward or forward, and if all the 
success anticipated is not secured, at all events it is not 

Lee's fault.  Down here the men seem to feel the 
wrong thing is being done whatever it be and when 
success is secured they attribute it to anybody else 

than Bragg.”  
 
But it was Blackford who gave us the classic account of 

Stonewall Jackson's encounter with his famous quarter-
master John Harmon at a creek crossing, when the 

wagons were having trouble 
getting through the mud.  
Blackford said that when 

they drove up the wagons 
were getting stuck and 

Harmon, who "is very pro-
fane," was "using his utmost 
endeavors in this line at the 

ford."  Jackson told Harmon 
that the same amount of 

effort could be made 
"without swearing so much."  
Harmon turned around and 

told Jackson "If you think anybody can make a set of 
damned mules pull without swearing at them you just 
try it.  Just try it.  I'll stand back and see how damned 

quick you get tired of it."   
 

Just then a heavy ordinance wagon got stuck and Jack-
son's efforts fell flat.  Harmon said "better let me damn 
'em General, nothing else will do."  Jackson turned 

away and said "Well, Major, I suppose you will have to 
have your way."  The Roundhead in Jackson had to 

give way to the practical Harmon.  

ters that Charles Minor Blackford wrote home dur-
ing the war.   

 
I want you to hear 
what he said about 

Braxton Bragg, 
when Blackford was 
attached to the 

Army of Tennessee 
in the fall of 1863 

as part of 
Longstreet's corps.  
When Bragg failed 

to follow up our 
great victory at 

Chickamauga, 
Blackford wrote 
"our great victory 

has been turned to 
ashes."  

 
But it was Blackford's analysis of the difference 
between the Army of Northern Virginia and the 

Army of Tennessee that really struck me.  He 
wrote: 
 

“The difference between this army and Lee's is 
very striking. When the men move in the Army of 

(Continued from page 2) 

Blackford 

Harmon 
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The 1853 Enfield Rifle-Musket 
 
The British Pattern 1853 Enfield Rifle-Musket was the most widely used firearm of the Confederates during 
the Vicksburg Campaign.  Enfield rifles were smuggled into the South though the Union navy’s blockade, and 

they were very well liked by the troops lucky enough to be issued them. 
 
The 3rd Louisiana Infantry was issued the Enfield during the Siege of Vicksburg, and William Tunnard, a ser-

geant in the regiment, wrote that they “Began a brisk fire in their eagerness to test their quality.”  The Union 
soldiers receiving this fire noticed the improved accuracy of the Rebels and “Wished to know where the devil 
the men procured these guns, and were by no means choice in the language which they used against Eng-

land and English manufacturers.” The Enfield was 55.3 inches long, weighed nine pounds, and used a .577 
caliber minie ball. 

DTH 

 

A Most Humble Man 
 

"I tremble for my country when I hear of confidence expressed in me.  
I know too well my weakness that our only hope is in God."--Robert E. 
Lee 

 
DTH, image credit not provided. 

In 1861, when they perceived their rights to be threat-

ened, when those who would alter the nature of the 
government of their fathers were placed in charge, 

when threatened with change they could not accept, 
the mighty men of valor began to gather. A band of 

brothers, native to the Southern soil, they pledged 
themselves to a cause: the cause of defending family, 
fireside, and faith. Between the desolation of war and 

their homes they interposed their bodies and they chose 
me for their symbol. I AM THEIR FLAG... Dr. Michael 

Bradley 
 
Photo: Rebel Advance by Chris Collingwood. Depicting 

the 5th Virginia Infantrymen advancing across open 
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DTH REMEMBERS ANTHONY HERVEY 

 
"I have shrouded the bodies of heroes, I have been laved with the blood of martyrs, I am enshrined in the 

hearts of millions, living and dead.  Salute me with affection and reverence. Keep undying devotion in your 
hearts.  I am history.  I am heritage, not hate. I am the inspiration of valor from the past.  I Am Their Flag." 
Dr. Micheal Bradley 

 
Photo:  Members of the SCV Memphis Brigade Color Guard from Memphis, Tennessee led the way just ahead 

of the hearse carrying Mr. Hervey's flag-draped coffin.  Hervey died as the result of a vicious road rage incident 
(officially ruled a car accident) on July 19, 2015, in Lafayette County, Mississippi.  He was returning to his 
home in Oxford after attending a protest in Birmingham, Alabama with fellow Southern heritage defenders Ar-

lene Barnum of Oklahoma, when a vehicle full of angry anti-Southern bigots yelled racist insults at them and 
possibly forced them off the road into a ditch.  Miss Barnum survived the crash. The Mississippi Highway Patrol 
has closed its direct investigation ruling it an accident 

 
DTH 

Others Saw the American South as Culturally Superior 
 
“When the American nation finds itself culturally, the hegemony will inevitably pass over to the South. There 

alone can there be a question of enduring culture. The region below the Potomac possesses the type that was 
truly responsible for America’s greatness in the past. This is the type of the Southern gentleman, with the cor-
responding type of woman. For these are the only types of complete souls that the United States has as yet 

produced.” Hermann Keyserling 

(Continued on page 6) 
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FORREST’S SPEECHWRITER 

 
Forrest’s farewell address and many other of General Forrest's 

speeches, were written Major Charles W. Anderson. This man served 
with General Forrest as his inspector general and his adjutant from 

1861 to 1865. He was also a close friend and confidant of General 
Forrest for the remainder of the General's life. 
 

Photo: Major Charles W. Anderson 
 

DTH 

 
http://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/.../when-the-american.../ 

 
Photo: Hermann Keyserling was an Austrian writer quite well-known internationally in the 
early 20th century for his philosophical works and travel accounts. After an extended 

visit to the U.S., he published in 1929 an essay in a popular American magazine which 
included the above passage. 
DTH 

(Continued from page 5) 

Brandy Station:  22,000 Horsemen Engaged 

 
At dawn June 9, 1863, the Union cavalry corps under Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton launched a surprise attack 

on Stuart’s cavalry at Brandy Station. After an all-day fight in which fortunes changed repeatedly, the Federals 
retired without discovering 
Lee’s infantry camped near 

Culpeper. 
 

This battle marked the peak 
of the Confederate cavalry 
in the East. From this point 

in the war, the Federal cav-
alry gained strength and 
confidence. Brandy Station 

was the largest cavalry bat-
tle of the war and the open-

ing engagement of the Get-
tysburg Campaign. 
 

Photo: Artwork of Charles 
Ewing, Battle of Brandy Sta-

tion - Counter Attack. 
 
DTH 
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CIC McCluney’s Letter About the Disinterment of 

General N.B. Forrest and His Wife 
 

June 11, 2021 
 

Compatriots, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to announce that as of yesterday, June 10th, the recovery of the remains 

of General Nathan Bedford Forrest and Mary Ann Montgomery Forrest from their former gravesite in 
Memphis is complete.  June 10th, significantly, is the anniversary of one of Forrest’s greatest victo-

ries of the war, the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads. 
 
I want to congratulate Lee Millar, the men on the Recovery Crew, and the members of the Nathan 

Bedford Forrest Camp #215 in Memphis, TN and the Legal Team of H. Edward Phillips III, Chuck 
Blackard, III, W.J “Bo” Ladner, III, and Jonathan J. Pledger, on a job well done. We also thank the 

Forrest Family for allowing us to take part in this momentous occasion. The Remains are held in an 
undisclosed location and later will be transported to an second undisclosed location in Middle Ten-

nessee. These sites will be kept in secrecy for security reasons.  Compatriot Millar guided the work 
done by the crew of professional archaeologists, historians, state-certified funeral personnel, and 
work crews.  All work was conducted in a dignified, respectful, and expert fashion and with all due 

reverence and care by personnel specifically selected for the work by the SCV.   The meticulous 
work was done such that the remains of our General Forrest and Mrs. Forrest received the proper 

attention and devotion due such an American and Southern hero.  
 

Now we enter the next phase, the planning for the funeral.  Fundraising still continues as we raise 
money for the grand reinterment of General Forrest and his beloved wife.  Please give to make this 
event happen as we bring one of our heroes home to be buried on land less than 30 minutes from 

where he was born.  Let us always keep in mind that we are honored by the Forrest Family to par-
ticipate in this solemn occasion.  NO, we do not have a date set yet.  Once the committee has fin-

ished all the details, then we will be making an announcement so you can make plans to attend. 
 
Once the funeral is complete, then phase three -- restoring the plaza and remounting the Forrest 

Equestrian Statue on the grave -- will occur.  This will not be easy nor quick.  Once complete, we 
will rededicate this monument and plaza to honor the General. 

 
Please be patient with us you as you and the entire membership will be informed once that date is 

secured.  For now, let us “walk a little prouder and hold our heads higher” in this great victory!  God 
has truly vindicated us in this effort. Let us remember the charge given to us by General Stephen 
Dill Lee as we continue to press forward.  

 
 Deo Vindicie, 

 
Larry McCluney, Jr. 

Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Editor’s Note:  While the Memphis camp and CIC McCluney were addressing what has become neces-

sary in these anti-Confederate times, some SCV members and other supposedly Southern Heritage 
supporters took exception to the disinterment being done with no publicity or ceremony.  While one 

can understand the desire to always honor our Confederate heroes, the disinterment, if publicized, 
would have drawn the attention of unwanted factions presenting security and safety problems.  A fit-
ting ceremony will be held when the General and his wife are laid to rest in middle Tennessee. 

(Continued from page 7) 

GENERAL MATTHEW CALBRAITH BUTLER 

 
“Gentleman, Statesman, Soldier, Matthew Calbraith Butler was born 

near Greenville, S. C, on the 8th March, 1836… and named after his 
illustrious uncle, Commodore M. C. Perry. He entered South Caro-
lina College in 1854, but left after the junior year to study law un-

der his uncle, Judge Butler, one of the leading lawyers in South 
Carolina, and a member of the United States Senate.… he married 

Maria Calhoun Pickens, fourth child of Colonel F. W. Pickens, after-
wards governor of South Carolina… 
 

“He served one term in the State Legislature, and before he could 
be reelected the tocsin of the bloody War Between the States was 
sounded. He was elected captain of the Edgefield Hussars, and left 

home for the battlefield in Virginia, the seat of war. Few men ever 
served their country with more distinguished gallantry than did M. 

C. Butler. He rose from captain at the First Battle of Manassas to 
major-general of cavalry on the 25th day of August, 1864. At the 
desperate battle of Brandy Station, 9th June, 1863, he lost his leg.” 

Ulysses Robert Brooks, 1909 
 

Source: Butler and His Cavalry in the War of Secession, 1861-1865 – Ulysses Robert Brooks, 1909. 
Link to free e-book: https://archive.org/details/cu31924032778684 
Photo: GENERAL MATTHEW CALBRAITH BUTLER 

 
DTH 

THE RECONSTRUCTION MILITARY GOVERNOR HAD THREATENED TO SHOOT ANYONE WHO GATHERED TO 

MEMORIALIZE OUR CONFEDERATE DEAD IN 1866 
 

…and they wonder why resentment lingers 150 years later. 
 
In North Carolina May 10th, the date of the death of Gen. Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson, was originally 

named by the members of the Wake County Ladies' Memorial Association as the day of remembrance. 
 
On that first Confederate Memorial Day, the citizens of Wake County secretly made their way to Raleigh's Oak-

wood Cemetery, since the Reconstruction military governor had threatened to shoot anyone who gathered for 
such a purpose. Nevertheless, Raleigh citizens assembled then, as they have every year since, to honor North 

Carolinians who wore the Confederate uniform. 
 
DTH 
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On a tour through the South in April 1870, a few months before his death, Robert 
E. Lee visited Savannah, Georgia, where this photograph of him was taken with 

General Joseph E. Johnston. (Unidentified photographer.  Albumen silver print, 
1870.  National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution) 
 

DTH 

properly support a wife. 
 

When the war was over, Pete Dible came to Goldonna and lived with the Gunter family and various other fami-
lies who would take him in.  Mr. Terral Gunter was a child of that family and recalls sitting and listening to fas-
cinating tales that Pete told about his adventures.  Friends and neighbors went together and built and fur-

nished a "batching" house for Pete.  His only personal belongings were a trunk of clothes and a wrought iron 
bed.  He didn't live by himself too long because he seemed to miss being with a family and moved back in with 
the Gunters. 

 
In 1910 Pete Dible died--an old man of about seventy years.  The Gunters buried their friend in the Parlee 

graveyard.  All other graves have disappeared and the grave marked as belonging to P. Dible stands alone.  
And so Pete Dible has slept undisturbed for seventy years* under the pines framed by his bedstead--the only 
piece of furniture he ever owned. 

 
From the Facebook page of The Confederate Daughters of Dixie 

 
*This was apparently written in 1980.   This piece has apparently 
been through several transcriptions over the years and that has 

introduced some errors.  I have tried to correct the obvious ones. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

What battle had a landmark 

known as Fraley Field? 

 

May’s question asked: 

 What Confederate govern-

ment leader was able to escape 

to England at war’s end and 

avoid any reprisals from the 

US for his Confederate ser-

vice? 

 

The answer:   
Secretary of State Judah P. 

Benjamin. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

 

Peter Dible, Louisiana Confederate 
 

Lost miles back in the woods lies the grave 
of Pete Dible.  While many cemeteries today 
were filled with people paying their respects, 

I doubt ole Pete had any other visitors be-
sides me. He fought for the South during 

the Civil war.  His grave is the only grave 
left in an old family plot.  I have included his 
story which I did not write.  It is very inter-

esting.  Thanks Pete for your service to this 
country. 
 

THE DIBLE GRAVE 
by Jeannie Chandler & Debbie Dunnigan 

 
The Dible grave is a local landmark known 
to every hunter in north Natchitoches Parish.  

For as long as most people can remember, 
there has been a crooked stone marker in-

scribed with "P. Dible, Co. F, La. Inf. 28, 
C.S.A.: and surrounded by a small, wrought-
iron bedframe with elaborate curlicues and 

lions-face medallions.  There are no dates on the tombstone because Pete Dible 
never knew exactly how old he was and nobody now living remembers exactly 
when 

he died.  When Pete Dible was ten or eleven years old, he ran away from his home 
near New Orleans.  He never saw nor heard from any of family again. 

 
Peter never learned to read or write and grew up on his own.  He was a grown 
man when the War Between the States broke out and he joined the Louisiana In-

fantry.  He became close friends with Marshal Walker of Ashland, Louisiana, and 
spent his furloughs with Walker's family--including Walker's sister's family of Gol-

donna, Louisiana, the Gunters.  Once when he was on leave, Pete was bitten on 
the right hand by a rattlesnake and consequently lost all but one of the fingers on 
that hand.  Since he was so deformed, he never married, feeling that he could not 

(Continued on page 9) 


