
1 

Joe Abbot gave an update on the erec-

tion of a special mast for displaying a 

large state flag beside I-55 in south-

west Mississippi. 

The March meeting will feature a pro-

gram by Robert Murphree on the 

McGavock Confederate Cemetery in 

Franklin, Tennessee. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  March 25, 2019,  6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

 

 

March Meeting 

McGavock Cemetery 

February Meeting 
Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 

 *  Volume XLVIII *  *  PO Box 16945, Jackson, MS 39236  *  * March 2019 *  *  Number 3 * 

State Flag Display Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T o know wisdom 
and instruction; to 

perceive the words of 
understanding; 

T o receive the in-
struction of wis-

dom, justice, and judg-
ment, and equity; 

T o give subtilty to 
the simple, to the 

young man knowledge 
and discretion. 

A  wise man will 
hear, and will in-

crease learning; and a 
man of understanding 
shall attain unto wise 
counsels: 

T o understand a 
proverb, and the 

interpretation; the 
words of the wise, and 
their dark sayings. 

T he fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of 

knowledge: but fools de-
spise wisdom and in-
struction. 
 

Proverbs 1:2-7 
(KJV) 

 

Happy Birthday 

General Patrick Cleburne 

 

March 17, 1828 — November 30, 

1864 

 

The “Stonewall” of the West 
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Calendar 

March 25, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 22, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 27, 2019 
Greenwood Cemetery 

Cleanup 

 

April 28, 2019 
Confederate Memorial 

Day, Confederate Sec-

tion, Greenwood Ceme-

tery, Jackson, MS 

 

May 27, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

June 7, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
So much of the news about Confederate history and heritage these days is 
unpleasant and disheartening, so I thought you might enjoy this little tale. You 

know we have set up the Southern Historical Preservation Society to help take 
care of Confederate cemeteries and monuments in Mississippi.  Well I heard 
about a Confederate cemetery near Quitman that might need attention, so I 

drove over there the other day to check it out.     
 

The cemetery is just on the outskirts of the town of Quitman, and the route to 
the cemetery is well marked.  There I was pleasantly surprised to find a well 
maintained burial ground with 164 markers, all reciting the marker was for an 

"Unknown Confederate Soldier."   Turns out the Texas Confederate Hospital 
was operated in the area from July, 1862 until Union troops burned it in early 

1864.  (Burned a hospital?  Oh, yes, a legitimate military target.) It was called 
the Texas Hospital because the people of Galveston and Houston sent the 
funds and supplies over here to take care of wounded Texas soldiers.  There is 

a nice marker put up by the "Friends of the Texas Hospital Confederate Ceme-
tery" in 2014.  If anyone can help me get in touch with this group I would ap-
preciate it.  

 
So much of the assault on Confederate heritage and history is based on half-

truths and outright lies, and I came across a good example of this the other 
day.  
 

So many of us in high school had to read the poem "Barbara Frietche" by John 
Greenleaf Whittier.  You will recall the poem tells a story about the Confeder-

ate troops coming through Frederick, Maryland in September, 1862.  The story 
the poem tells is that all the U. S. flags were hauled down as the Confederate 
troops under Stonewall Jackson marched through the town, except a U. S. flag 

put up by 90 year old Barbara Frietche in her window. 
 
The poem tells that Stonewall Jackson's men were marching past the window 

when Jackson saw the flag, ordered his men to stop and fire upon the flag to 
bring it down.  When musket fire had brought the flag down, Barbara Frietche 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Cost of being a Disciple 
 

In Luke 9:59 Jesus turn and ask a Disciple to 
"Follow Me" but disciple said ," First, let me go and 

bury my father"! Notice who ask and then a word 
we all use toward our Lord, "First", let me take care 

of my family (Luke 14:25), and other excuses! But 
when Jesus approach Matthew and said "Follow 
Me", the Bible says, "he left everything and fol-

lowed", which one are You?? 

 

  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

grabbed the fallen banner, put it back in the window, 
and famously recited "Shoot if you must this old gray 

head/but spare your country's flag she said."  Jackson, 
shamed, ordered his men to leave the flag and the old 
woman alone.    

 
Henry Kyd Douglas was from the area and well familiar 
with Frederick.  He said that the Confederates never 

passed Barbara Frietche's house, who was 96 years old 
and bedridden.  Douglas said "She never saw Stonewall 

Jackson and he never saw her," as he was with Jack-
son every minute that Jackson was in Frederick.   
Douglas' recitation of the facts was confirmed  in 

every detail by Mrs. Frietche's nephew.   In fact Doug-
las went on to say that if Whittier had known "the real 

sentiments of the old lady had a flavor of disloyalty" 
the poet's fervid desire to make her immortal would 
have cooled quickly.  

 
Of course the more that people who were actually 

there said the incident never happened, the more tena-
cious Whittier grew defending the story outlined in his 
poem.  To the day he died Whittier insisted the events 

he put in his poem occurred as he wrote about them.   
Wonderful literature perhaps, if placed in the category 
into which it properly belonged: fiction.  

(Continued from page 2) 

A TRIBUTE TO THE MEN WHO FOUGHT AT 

GAINES’ MILL 
 
The following was written by General George E. 
Pickett in a letter to his future wife, Sally, on July 
15, 1862. 

 
“Never, never did men, since the world began, 

fight like ours at Gaines’ Mill. The Duke of Somer-
set, seemingly laughed when he saw our ragged, 
dirty, barefoot soldiers –“Mostly beardless boys,” 

as he said -- but he took off his hat in reverence 
when he saw them fight.” General George E. 

Pickett  

 
Photo used: Artwork of Don Troiani, "Southern 

Cross" (www.dontroiani.com) 
 
DTH 

http://www.dontroiani.com
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WILLIAM ANDERSON EXPLAINS 

WHY HE FOUGHT SO RUTHLESSLY 
 
Most Northerners and many Southerners do not consider 
William “Bloody Bill” Anderson a worthy example of valor 
and soldierly adherence to duty because of his ferocious 

style of fighting and apparent disregard for human life.  
While he certainly exhibited no saintly behavior and was not 

known to be in any way a religious person, he did explain 
his reasons for his ruthlessness via the only method avail-
able at the time—a letter to a newspaper.  The following is a 

posting from Defending the Heritage: 
 

In a letter sent to a local newspaper, Bloody Bill wrote, "I 
have chosen guerilla warfare to revenge myself for the 
wrong that I could not honorably avenge otherwise.  I lived 

in Kansas when the war commenced.  Because I would not 
fight the people of Missouri, my native State, the Yankees sought my life, but failed to get me.  Revenged 
themselves by murdering my father, destroying all my property, murdered one of my sisters and have kept 

the other two in jail for 12 months.  But I have fully glutted my vengeance.  I have killed many, I am a 
guerilla.  I have never belonged to the Confederate Army, nor do my men." 

 
Pro-Union supporters often harassed pro-Southern families and in March of 1862, Anderson's father was 
shot dead by a local judge.  William and his brother later confronted the judge and shot him dead. Follow-

ing this incident, the family left Kansas relocated to Missouri. 
 

Photo: Bill Anderson 

PRIVATE EDWARD FRANCIS JEMISON 
 
"In peace sons bury fathers, but war violates the order of nature, 

and fathers bury sons." -Heroditus, Greek historian  
 
Private Edwin Francis Jemison 2nd Louisiana age 17 was killed in 

the Battle of Malvern Hill by a direct hit from a cannon ball, which 
decapitated him. 

 
Private Edwin Francis Jemison, whose image became one of the 
most famous portraits of the young soldiers of both the Confeder-

ate and Union Armies. He was a Private in the Confederate States 
Army during War, who served in the 2nd Louisiana Volunteer In-
fantry Regiment. Jemison enlisted on May 11, 1861 and was 

among the war's early volunteers. He participated in the Peninsula 
Campaign under John B. Magruder. 

 
DTH 
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Editor’s Note:  Since I have made use of material from the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage so 
often in the newsletter, I thought I’d help that group by passing on the information on how to get an in-
formational CD with facts to support our Southern Heritage Defense. 
 

Link to Purchase of CD:  http://mestasmusicals.com/heritage-home  

THE REBEL SONS OF ERIN 

 
They too fought for the Cause. America's Irish community – like so many other Americans – was divided by 

the War Between the States. Irish volunteers in the North achieved fame through the battlefield exploits of 
units like "Meagher's Irish Brigade." Less known, but no less fervent in their patriotism, were Southern Irish-
men – who promptly took up arms in defense of the South and Southern Independence. 

 
Most prominent among Irish Confederate commanders was General Patrick R. Cleburne, and among the best

-known Irish Confederates were the troops of the 10th Tennessee, C.S.A. Outfitted in new uniforms trimmed 
in red, and equipped with 
British Tower muskets 

from the War of 1812, 
they endured a regimen-
tal baptism of fire during 

the Fort Donelson Cam-
paign of 1862. 

 
At 1:25 p.m., on Thurs-
day, February 13, 1862, 

the 10th Tennessee 
(Irish) engaged the en-

emy at Erin Hollow near 
Dover, Tennessee. It was 
the only combat the 

troops would experience 
as a full regiment. Shoul-

der-to-shoulder beneath 
their regimental flag of 
Irish green, they poured 

fire into the Federal ranks. Their well-crafter uniforms had been supplied by one of their own – Lieutenant 
Colonel Randal W, McGavock – an affluent former Nashville mayor who had outfitted the entire regiment. 
Into battle with him went McGavock's personal battle-flag, which served as reminder to this troops that he 

was with them. 
 

McGavock was a stirring presence at Erin Hollow. Observed historian Ed Gleeson in his book Rebel Sons of 
Erin: "There was a big, mounted, red-haired officer in a red-and-gold trimmed uniform, with a green feather 
in the red lining of his gray hat, pointing a sword that flashed in the afternoon sun. Above him at a higher 

point on the hill was a green flag, with white shamrocks, flapping in the Tennessee wind." 
 

They were the defenders of their Southern homeland. 
Artwork by Mort Kunstler. History compiled and written by Michael Aubrecht, Dee Brown, Henry Steele Com-
mager, Rod Gragg, Mort Künstler, Edward Lengel, James McPherson, and James I. Robertson, Jr. 

 
From the Facebook page of Crossroads Country Store 
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PRIVATE ALONZO CHURCH MONTGOMERY 
 
Private Alonzo Church Montgomery, Company C, 35th Missis-
sippi Infantry.  He was slightly wounded during the Siege of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi in the summer of 1863 and was present 

when the city was capitulated to Federal forces in July 1863.  
He was later captured again at the Battle of Nashville, Ten-

nessee, on 15 December 1864.  He spent the remainder of 
the war as a POW, but survived and returned home. 
 

From a Facebook posting by Mississippi Confederate Images 

SEEMS PLAIN TO ME 
 
Sir Arthur James Lyon Fremantle was a British Army officer and a notable 

British witness to the War Between the States.  While spending three 
months in North America, he traveled through parts of the Confederate 
States of America and the Union.  During his stay, he kept a diary that 

was published upon his return to England. The following selection is from 
his diary: 
 

A negro dressed in full Yankee uniform, with a rifle at full cock, [was] 
leading along a barefooted white man, with whom he had evidently 
changed clothes.  General Longstreet stopped the pair, and asked the 

black man what it meant.  He replied, "The two soldiers in charge of this 
here Yank have got drunk, so for fear he should escape, I have took care 
of him, and brought him through that little town."  

 
…This little episode of a Southern slave leading a white Yankee soldier 
through a Northern village, alone and of his own accord, would not have 

been gratifying to an abolitionist.  Nor would the sympathizers both in 
England and in the North feel encouraged if they could hear the lan-

guage of detestation and contempt with which the numerous negroes 
with the Southern armies speak of their “liberators.”  -- Sir Arthur Fre-
mantle, 1863. 

 
Source: “Three Months in the Southern States: April, June, 1863,” by 
Fremantle, Arthur James Lyon, Sir, 1835-1901 (This work is the property 

of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.)  
Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/fremantle/

fremantle.html  

Photo used: Artist unknown 
DTH 
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The New York Town that Tried to Join the Confederacy and Didn’t Surrender Until 1946 
By Appalachian Magazine - December 29, 2016 
  
When I think about communities that were staunchly committed to Old Dixie, places like Vicksburg, Richmond, 
and Atlanta all come to mind… which makes it even more fascinating to learn that the last American town to 
call a truce with the US government following the Civil War was located in the State of New York and that they 

didn’t officially do so until after World War II. 
 

Located in Erie County, just a handful of miles from the Canadian border, Town Line, New York, seems about 
as an unlikely community to have sided with Jeff Davis and the Confederacy as one could possibly have found 
in the opening days of 1861, but that’s exactly what happened. 

 
Though the locality voted for Lincoln in the November 1860 election, the German farmers of the community 
were adamantly opposed to the new President’s call for 75,000 to wage war against South Carolina the follow-

ing year and the refused to comply. 
 

In the face of a very unpopular draft, the 125 of the townspeople gathered inside a schoolhouse in the fall of 
1861 and considered adopting a resolution to secede from the United States. 
 

After much deliberation, the informal meeting passed by a margin of 85 to 40 a resolution to secede from the 
United States. 

  
Following the vote, several members of the German-American community fled to Canada, while five residents 
crossed the Mason–Dixon line to fight with the Confederates in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

 
For nearly a century, the town remained at odds with the United States government, refusing to officially call 
an end to the war and “rejoin” the Union they never really left. 

 
World War II, however, changed the mindset of the townspeople and in the closing days of the war, the citi-

zens of the Erie County community felt a renewed patriotism for Old Glory. 
 
The community organized a reconstruction committee and wrote to President Harry S Truman detailing their 

town’s plight. 
 

Truman humorously responded, “Why don’t you run down the fattest calf in Erie County, barbecue it and serve 
it with fixins, and sort out your problems.” 
 

The town did just that in December 1945, however, they were unable to reach a consensus as to whether or 
not they should rejoin the Union. 

 
The following month, on January 24, 1946, the town held an official vote inside the same one-room school 
house town leaders had gathered in 85 years — with the Stars and Bars still defiantly flying in western New 

York. 
 
Ballots were placed in a wooden box atop a schoolhouse desk on which articles of secession were signed late 

in 1861. 
 

The final count revealed a vote of 90 to 23 in favor of rejoining the Union. 
 
The Confederate Battle Flag was then hauled down and the Stars and Stripes were again ran up the pole. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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CONFEDERATE GIRL DIES WITH HUSBAND IN BATTLE 

 
Records indicate there were at least 3 female Confederate soldiers at 

Gettysburg, possibly 5. There were also at least 2 on the Union side. I 
recently found a pamphlet at an antique store titled, "Human Interest 

Stories of the Three Days' Battles at Gettysburg", published in Gettys-
burg, copyright 1927. One of the articles is as follows: -- Tom 
 

A Southern girl, wife of a Confederate soldier who participated in 
Pickett's charge at Gettysburg, paid the supreme sacrifice with her gal-

lant husband and was buried on the hillside at the high water mark of 
the rebellion, both bodies draped with a Confederate flag embroidered 
with the hair of Virginia women. These few facts tell one of the most 

pathetic and tragic stories emanating from the three days engagement 
at Gettysburg. It is a story so filled with pathos and tragedy as to move 

even the most stoic. It illustrates the splendid faith of the southern 
confederacy at the peak of its bloom and typifies all that is good to-

gether with the untarnished love of a united pair. 
 
There is a story of a woman Confederate soldier who was killed and buried at Gettysburg. On the 

third day, after General Hancock was wounded, the command of the second corps was given to 
Brigadier General William Hays. On July 17, 1863, official reports show that General Hays made a re-

port to his superior officer in which he stated that the number of dead buried at Gettysburg by his 
command from July 2 to July 5, was Union, 387; Southern, 1242. He also reported the burial of one 

female private in Confederate uniform. The second story advances the theory that two women were 
killed at Gettysburg. It is only natural to presume that Union soldiers would have prized a Confeder-
ate flag too highly to use it for burial purposes. The second story is given as authentic. 

 
She is unknown, yet her heroic deeds are recounted by many. She also has been remembered be-

cause of her young and innocent face, as seen in the ranks. Captain A. R. Fitzhugh who told the inci-
dent first noticed the girl about dusk of the second day of the Battles at Gettysburg. The soldiers, 
worn out with the days fighting, lay on the ground sleeping. Among them was the pale face of a boy, 

light haired and innocent, pillowed on one arm. Beside the boy, a man sat, apparently guarding his 
companion. The two had been noticed before, but it was thought that they were father and son. The 

soldier slept on, unconscious with the exhaustion of battle. When a gray strip of light showed in the 
east, they stirred. Later in the day the cannons boomed between Seminary Hill and the Highwater 

Mark. Pickett's famous charge was on, and so the advance is made, nearing General Meade's army on 
the hilltop, until the remnant of Pickett's force climbs the enemy's breastworks. 
 

At that moment a Confederate flag bearer is shot down. The next moment the flag is raised by the 
youth with the childish face. It floats for the barest possible instant and then comes down with its 

bearer, and husband and wife lay dead on the blood soaked ground. But for the sentiment of a few 
soldiers who found the bodies later and discovered the relationship, this story would never have come 

to light. The bodies were buried on the hillside. 
 
From the Facebook page of The Confederate Daughters Of Dixie  
Photo:  Young woman reenactor portraying female enlistee 
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TAKE THESE WORDS TO HEART 

 
For God and the soldier we adore,  
In time of danger, not before! 

 
The danger passed, and all things righted,  

God is forgotten and the soldier slighted." 
 
-- Rudyard Kipling 

 
May it never be said in the South that we forgot God or our Veter-

ans...Past, Present and Future. 
 
Let's hope the Aristocrats in Washington get the message. 

 
DTH 

 
A crowd of over 500 sang the “Star Spangled Banner” and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Who would have ever imagined the last 23 rebels of the American Civil War were all yankees from New 
York? 

 
Photo courtesy of Chriskyddwr 
 

From the Facebook page of Allen Terrell 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

Which state has the largest 

number of dead buried at 

McGavock Cemetery in 

Franklin, Tennessee? 

 

February’s question asked: 

Most Southerners know 

that Jefferson Davis was 

CSA President.  Who was 

Vice President? 

 

The answer: 

Alexander Stephens 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

 


