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The February meeting featured Divi-

sion Commander Conor Bond who 

spoke on “The SCV in the 21st Cen-

tury.”  

Dan Duggan has informed me that the 

March speaker will be Past Commander 

Bill Lee who will speak on “German U-

boat Activity in the Gulf of Mexico.” 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  March 28, 2022, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

March Meeting 

Non-WBTS Program: 

German U-Boat Activity in the 

Gulf of Mexico 

February Report 
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A nd hope maketh 
not ashamed; be-

cause the love of God is 
shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given 
unto us. 

F or when we were 
y e t  w i t h o u t 

strength, in due time 
Christ died for the un-
godly. 

F or scarcely for a 
righteous man will 

one die: yet peradven-
ture for a good man 
some would even dare 
to die. 

B ut God commen-
deth his love to-

ward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

M uch more then, 
being now justi-

fied by his blood, we 
shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 
 

Romans 5:5-9 
(KJV) 

 

I BELIEVER YOU LOVE BULLETS 

 
"No Freed, I do not love bullets any 

better than you do; I go where they 
are because it is my duty, and I do 
not expect to survive the war.” 

 
Major General J.E.B. Stuart, C.S.A., in 

a response to his longtime bugler Pri-
vate George Freed who remarked 
“General, I believe you love bullets.” 

 
DTH 
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Calendar April 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 23, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 27, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 22, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 26, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

November 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

I read a couple of humorous anecdotes this week and pass them along to you 
for your enjoyment.  The first was an account by a naval officer about his ex-
periences on the U.S.S. Yorktown at the Battle of Midway.  The man was in 

charge of a 1.1 anti-aircraft gun on the side of the carrier.  As the Jap planes 
swooped in to attack the officer remarked to the gun crew that that he wished 
the gun was an automatic so it could shoot faster.  One of the loaders replied 

"Lieutenant, you got a scared Rebel on your hands loading this gun; you don't 
need no automatic."  The officer went on to say that true to the man's words, 

he was throwing the clips of shells into the gun as fast as the gun could shoot.  
 
The other incident comes to you courtesy of Jerry Clower. He said that he and 

Marcel Ledbetter joined the navy together in 1944 when they were both 17 
years old, and were sent to Camp Perry, Virginia.  Upon arrival they were both 

put to sweeping the barracks with a big long handled broom.  Two other men 
were there and listened to Clower and Marcel talking.  One of the men laughed 
and said, "Where in the world are you two hillbillys from?"  The other one said, 

"Maybe you two would like to tell us who won the Civil War?”  Jerry said Marcel 
lifted the broom up and in one motion broke it over the man's head, saying, 
"The Civil War ain't over yet."  

 
One of the many foreign soldiers who joined our fight--on both sides—was an 

Englishman named Percy Wyndham.  During Jackson's Valley Campaign, Wynd-
ham was captured by Confederate troops after Wyndham ordered his men to 
charge the Confederates' line.  Wyndham bravely led the charge, but, alas, his 

men declined to follow him and Wyndham made the charge very much alone.  
After his capture it is reported that Wyndham was "in a most 

resentful mood toward his own troops," saying that they "had deserted him in a 
most disgraceful manner."   
 

To say that this man, Wyndham, led an interesting life overall is a gross under-
statement.  He was born in 1833, the son of a colonel in the British army.  At 
the age of 15 he enlisted in a Student's Corps and fought in the revolutions that 

swept Europe in 1848, after which he transferred to the French navy as an En-
sign.  In 1851 he joined the British army and served in the artillery, but left it to 

serve in the Austrian army in one of the many wars Europe enjoyed during the 
period.  In 1860 he joined the Italian forces under Garibaldi, where he won the 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Handling Suffering 
 

We see in Roman 5:3-4," Glory and persevering in 
our suffering!" These two words weren't a call to 

ENDURE suffering or find pleasure in pain but like 
Marvin Williams say about these verses ,"an invita-
tion to unshakeable confidence in God"! So God will 

be walking with us through the fire and into the 
future! 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

people.  It was taken as an indication of what the abo-

litionist party, the Republicans, would do to the South if 
they ever gained control of the national government, 

and it greatly stimulated secessionist sentiment. It is 
hard to feel very fraternal with people who praise a 
man whose announced goal was to slaughter you.  

 
Imagine if the Southern people, papers and writers had 
praised the 9/11 hijackers for slaughtering the poor 

victims who died in those attacks.  Of course we would 
have never done anything so outrageous, but what 

would the citizens of New York have thought about us 
if we did?  It is a hard concept to grasp in these days 
when so much of the news media march in lock step 

with the same political group, but if it were possible 
one could just see what the response in the New York 

media would have been. The sectional tension would 
have been impossible to measure.  But since in 1859 
the throats that were to be cut were throats that richly 

deserved cutting--in the view of our northern fellow 
citizens of that time--Brown was a hero.  Some things 

never change.  
highest award for bravery the Italian forces had.  
From there he came to America, where he joined 

the Union army.  Captured, he was exchanged, 
and fought until 1864, when he retired from the 
Union army.  He then went to India where he 

founded a successful newspaper and sang in the 
opera at Calcutta.  Next he became the com-
mander-in-chief of the army of the King of Burma.  

He died in 1879 when a balloon he had con-
structed came apart and he fell into a lake near 

Rangoon.   If anyone hears of another man who 
packed more adventure into 46 years I would like 
to know about him.  

 
I have written before about the effect John 

Brown's raid had on many people in the South.  
You recall Brown, with a small band of followers, 
led a raid on the government arsenal at Harper's 

Ferry, Virginia in October, 1859 in order to procure 
arms with which to arm slaves, whom he expected 

would flock to his side.  His purpose was to 
slaughter the white people of the South and thus 
abolish slavery.  Of course the slave uprising 

Brown predicted never happened, but after several 
people were killed, Brown was captured, tried and 
executed.  His fate was one he richly deserved, 

but he instantly became a hero all across the 
North.   

 
This reaction very properly shocked the Southern 

(Continued from page 2) 

Capt. Cristobal Benavides - 33rd Texas Cavalry, C.S.A. 

 
Captain in Texas Cavalry, Confederate Army and served 

with brother Santos in several battles in South Texas.  
Later he became a merchant and politician. 
 

DTH 
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LOYAL TO THE END 

 
“Burrel Hemphill was a slave in the household of the very 

wealthy bachelor, Robert Hemphill, during the War.  He, re-
portedly, was tortured to death by troops from Sherman’s 
Army. 

 
The story goes that when the soldiers approached the Hemphill 

estate, Robert fled to North Carolina.  Burrel remained and the 
soldiers demanded that he reveal the hiding places of the 
Hemphill family’s silverware, other valuables and money. 

 
Whether or not Burrel was actually privy to the information is 
not known.”  (Submitted on December 8, 2008, by Michael 

Sean Nix of Spartanburg, South Carolina.) http://
www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=14282  

 
DTH 

 

Antonio, Texas, February 16, 1861. Harper’s Weekly : a journal of civilization. (New York : Harper’ s Weekly 
Co., 1857–1916) 

 
Posted on the Facebook page of Robert E. Lee Camp 1640, Sons of Confederate Veterans by Jim Harralson. 

(Continued from page 9) 

http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=14282
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=14282
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SURVIVING BATTLE WOUNDS 

 
We tend to think that a soldier wounded in a Civil 

War battle was an immediate death sentence, but is 
that truly the case? Here are two examples that 
break that rule (Warning, these are graphic and not 

for the faint of heart), and stand as incredible in-
stances of survival. 

 
Sgt. Thomas Scott of the 25th Illinois Infantry, on 
September 19, in the fighting at Viniard Field: 

 
"Scott was in the very front where the firing was hot-
test and his comrades, without his knowledge, during 

his excitement had retreated leaving him alone as a 
target. The bullets flew around him like driving rain 

and soon he was struck in the side with a ball, felling 
him to the ground. His blood flowed freely from what 
he feared was a mortal wound, but calming himself 

and bracing his mind for the inevitable, he struggled 
to his feet to seek a place of safety. He had almost 

reached a ravine when the sound of what appeared 
to him a thousand rifle shots echoed in his ears and 
simultaneously he again fell pierced by a dozen Rebel 

bullets. With his life’s blood coursing from 13 
wounds, he lay helpless upon the battleground. His 

right arm was the only limb not disabled. During the 
night, four of his comrades found him, tenderly con-
veyed his prostrate form in a blanket to camp, where 

the surgeon intimated that his case was hopeless. He 
however extracted some of the balls and dressed his 
wounds. Besides his first wound, two balls had en-

tered his hip, another broke his collar bone, another 
took away his right heel, another in the leg above the 

knee, and others lodged in different parts of his body. His belt was also pierced on the left side, the ball 
coursing around his body to the right side, cutting his shirt and waist band but making no mark upon his 
body. The following day, the hospital was captured, hence Mr. Scott received better treatment, it being be-

lieved he had no chance to live. Thirteen days later, he was exchanged and the want of medical treatment 
had about completed the work so nearly accomplished by Rebel lead. Already maggots had found a lodging 

place in his gaping wounds. He was carted across the mountains in an ambulance to Bridgeport some 90 
miles- a four day trip- exposed to a Southern sun and the miseries he endured cannot be truthfully described 
in language." Scott survived the war and lived until 1902. 

 
On the Confederate side, another soldier's ordeal was so incredible that it was published in a Confederate 
Medical Journal. Again, be warned, it is not for the faint of heart. A Surgeon reported Corporal Marcus 

Brown, 24th Alabama was wounded on September 20: 
 

A "ball passes through abdomen; passed fecal matter from both orifices for fifteen days; finally both healed, 
and feces passed naturally; no peritoneal symptoms; sent to rear, in safe condition, October 31." Remarkably 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A TOUGH MAN 
 
Editor’s note:  This isn’t WBTS but Revolutionary War period.  I found this man’s physical capabilities amaz-
ing and he was obviously a committed American patriot. 
 
Whittemore was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts in 1696. He served as a private in Col. Jeremiah Moul-

ton's Third Massachusetts Regiment, where he fought in King George's War (1744-48). He was involved in 
the capture of the French stronghold, the Fortress of Louisbourg in 1745. 

 
On April 19, 1775, Whittemore was in his 
fields when he spotted an approaching Brit-

ish relief brigade under Earl Percy. Whitte-
more loaded his musket and ambushed the 
British Grenadiers of the 47th Regiment of 

Foot from behind a nearby stone wall, killing 
one soldier. He then drew his dueling pistols, 

killed a second grenadier and mortally 
wounded a third. By the time Whittemore 
had fired his third shot, a British detachment 

had reached his position; Whittemore drew 
his sword and attacked. 

 
He was subsequently shot in the face, bayo-
neted numerous times, and left for dead in a 

pool of blood. He was found by colonial 
forces, trying to load his musket to resume 
the fight. He was taken to Dr. Cotton Tufts of 

Medford, who perceived no hope for his sur-
vival. However, Whittemore recovered and 

lived another 18 years. 
 
https://fallenyetnotforgotten.com 

 
From the Facebook page of Fallen Yet Not 

Forgotten 
 

after a length stay in several hospitals he returned to duty in April of 1864 and survived the rest of the war. 
 

So, we cannot always assume a gunshot wound was fatal, even when it was as great as these, and to live by 
the old adage to never give up. 
 

(Photo Source: Wisconsin Historical Society 
 
From the Facebook page of the Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://fallenyetnotforgotten.com
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In 1861 

 
TEXAS 

 
February 16, 1861, The Republic of Texas begins seizing forts, armories and negotiates full evacuation of 
U.S. Troops from within its boarders, after secession, and subsequently joining the CSA.  The Charleston 

Mercury published a rebuke of President Elect Lincoln’s “War Speech” at Indianapolis, and northern news 
correspondents report Charlstonians “Stand like greyhounds in the slips, Straining upon the start.”  
 ————————————————————— 

A delegation of Texas officials contacted General David E. Twiggs, a 
highly decorated officer who commanded the Military District of Texas.  

Twiggs had anticipated Texas’ secession and asked his superiors in 
Washington, D.C. for instructions.  He let it be known to his superiors 
that he was not prepared to fire on fellow Americans unless forced to 

defend his post and the nation’s honor.  Twiggs received no answer 
from President Buchanan’s administration in Washington DC.  Without 

direction, Twiggs was left on his own to decide what to do. Twiggs told 
the Texan commissioners that he would turn over the public property 
they sought if his men were allowed to leave Texas under arms.  The 

fact that Twiggs was a Georgia-born southerner who didn’t believe that 
the Union could or should be preserved by force comforted the com-

missioners but worried his superiors.  As discussions between Twiggs 
and the Texans were underway, Twiggs received word that pro-Union 
officer, Colonel Carlos A. Waite, was replacing him as commander of 

the Military District of Texas.  The commissioners decided they could not wait for the change to take place 
and called for immediate action. 
 

Ben McCulloch, who had an impressive military record in the service of Texas, was asked to organize a bat-
talion of volunteers to seize San Antonio.  Many of the volunteers were former Texas Rangers who had 

fought against Mexico and the Comanche and Apache.  On the afternoon of February 15, 1861, McCullouch’s 
men began moving towards San Antonio. Both Twiggs and McCulloch were careful not to bring on a fight, 
knowing the incident would have serious consequences for the nation.  On the morning of February 16, the 

federal soldiers discovered that McCulloch had positioned men on the rooftops overlooking the army installa-
tions at the Alamo.  Any resistance by the 160-man federal garrison against the thousand or so Texans com-

manded by McCulloch seemed futile. 
 
As the day wore on, the Texas commissioners contacted Twiggs and again demanded the public property in 

his possession.  He replied that he 
would not give up the arms in the 
hands of his soldiers — which in 

his mind would amount to a ca-
pitulation — but would order San 

Antonio evacuated and send an 
order for all U.S. troops to leave 
Texas.  The commissioners ac-

cepted his terms, thus postponing 
the first major battle of the Civil 

War by two months. 
 
For his actions, Twiggs received 

(Continued on page 8) 



8 

Reveille 

laurels from southerners and criticism from northerners. The seventy-one year old general was stricken 
from the rolls of the army in disgrace, a form of a dishonorable discharge.  Although he accepted a posi-

tion in the newly formed Confederate Army, ill-health kept Twiggs at home, where he died on July 2, 
1862. Once a national hero awarded a gold sword by the U.S. Congress, Twiggs is most remembered for 
his role in permitting Texas to leave the Union. 

 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper 02/16/1861 [New York] 
FROM THE SEAT OF WAR! 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. 
Republic of South Carolina, 
Charleston, Feb. 4, 1861. 

The Belligerents. 
The war spirit runs very high here, just now.  Those who counsel peace and conciliation are decidedly in 

the minority, and whenever they venture upon an expression of their policy are told by the belligerent in 
terms more emphatic than polite to go hang.  The causes of this desire for war are manifold: Firstly, the 
Charlestonians, as I said in my last letter, are sick and tired of the perpetual and unwholesome excite-

ments into which they have been plunged daily for the past six weeks.  Facing the enemy at the cannon's 
mouth would not be half so destructive to their peace of mind as these continual orgasms of unrest.  

Then, again, the majority of the volunteer forces are young men, and some of them—the Arsenal Cadets, 
for instance—have not yet attained their majorities.  It is quite natural that these youths should be eager 
for the fray. Youths, as a general rule, are partial to frays; and the blood of these sucking warriors is up. 

As my old friend, W. Shakespeare—a man much followed in his time—once remarked, they “Stand like 
greyhounds in the slips, Straining upon the start.” 
 

Governor Pickens has but to say the word to let loose these dogs of war.  But, happily, Governor Pickens 
doesn't say the word.  And, from present indications, Governor Pickens will not say the word for some time 

to come.  Everything in his conduct now argues that he is, if not entirely convinced that the Republican 
régime that is to be will favor peaceable Secession, at least determined to await the actions of the Mont-
gomery Convention and the Peace Congress at Washington before taking the irrevocable step of open hos-

tility. 
 

THE FLOATING BATTERY, NOW ERECTING IN THE HARBOR OF CHARLESTON BY THE AUTHORITIES OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA. DESIGNED TO CAPTURE FORT […].  
THE SOUTHERN STEAMSHIP COLUMBIA. CAPTAIN BERRY, ON SHORE IN MAFFIT'S BAY, IN THE HARBOR 

OF CHARLESTON, S. C., ON WEDNESDAY, JAN. 23.[…] 
 
There are those in the community who look with no eye of approval upon Governor Pickens, in conse-

quence of his adoption of this “mild” course, as they are pleased to call it. These latter are the Rhett party, 
the Extremists, of which the Mercury is the mouthpiece. The Governor, not to put too fine a point upon it, 

is cursed up hill and down by these fiery individuals. They would have him order an assault upon Fort 
Sumpter immediately; they pant to precipitate themselves at once into “the imminent deadly breach;” they 
brandish knives, as it were, like. “Third Robbers” in your Bowery plays, and cry, “By Heavens, it (the fort) 

shall be ours! Ha! ha!” 
 

But these hot-heads have been kept in check thus far. For the sake of South Carolina, no less than for the 
sake of American honor, God forfend that they should ever be permitted to override the Governor's wise 
policy. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Preparations for a Siege. 

Yet, notwithstanding his amicable intent, Governor Pickens does not, by any means, slacken the work that 
will support him to be the reverse of amicable, should circumstances so dictate. He follows the principle, “In 
time of peace prepare for war.” And the Governor prepares accordingly. The month's armistice, as we may 

call it, that has been passed by the Federal Government at Washington in deliberation, has been passed by 
the South Carolinians in action. The latter have lost not a moment nor a means in or by which they could for-
tify themselves to the best advantage. 

 
The fortifications in Charleston have almost trebled as to efficiency and tenableness during the past four 

weeks. And, in addition to the forts, purely offensive measures have been adopted in the manufacture of 
floating batteries. One of these batteries lies in East Bay, not far from the foot of Hazel street. I went down 
this morning to have a look at it. Externally the floating battery in question has the appearance of being a 

mighty engine of war. In shape very much like a huge wooden wedge, one hundred feet long and twenty-
five feet broad, it consists of a large platform of pine beams strongly bolted together, on which is raised a 

superstructure some fifteen feet in height at one end, and ten feet in height at the other. From the taller wall 
to the shorter one slopes a bomb-proof roof. These walls are each a foot thick. Outside they are protected by 
three or four layers of railway iron. Inside is a similar casing. The space—some three feet—between the two 

casings is, I learn, to be filled up with sand. In the taller wall are four orifices intended for the reception of as 
many forty-two pounders. It is the intention of the South Carolinians, in case of war, to tow this thing down 

the Cooper River and so out into the harbor a certain distance. There leaving it, the tide will take it directly 
under the walls of Fort Sumpter, where it is expected to do extensive service. From the very nature of its 
construction this battery could be scarcely harmed by the guns from the fort, whereas its own ordnance 

would do serious damage to the enemy's fortifications. 
 
In addition to the floating battery above described there are four improvised redoubts, making, with the 

three regular forts, seven strongly armed defences to the harbor. The first of these redoubts, at the eastern 
extremity of Sullivan's Island, and so situated as to command the north channel, is a small affair formed of 

sandbags and barrels, and defended by twenty-four pound guns. The other three are located on Morris Is-
land. Two of these, at the west end and middle of the island, are provided with heavy guns and mortars. 
With a little practice the youthful gunners at these points would succeed in throwing shot and shell into Fort 

Sumpter to an extent extremely unpleasant to the garrison thereof. The fourth and last battery is situated at 
the extreme east end of the island, and overlooks with its doughty twenty-four pounders the Main Ship 

Channel. The channel itself is rendered dangerous to invading fleets by the presence of four sunken vessels. 
 
So you see that, if the worst comes to the worst, South Carolina is at all events able to defend her chief city 

for a respectable season. 
W. F.  
 

https://www.thealamo.org/.../milit.../alamo-in-the-civil-war 
 

https://www.lincolnandthecivilwar.com 
“Lincoln’s War Speech,” Charleston (SC) Mercury, February 16, 1861," House Divided: The Civil War Re-
search Engine at Dickinson College, https://hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/node/35468. 

 
Image:  David E. Twiggs, ca. 1860. LC-B813- 6776 A [P&P]. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Divi-

sion. 
 
Surrender of ex-General Twiggs, late of the United States Army, to the Texan troops in the Gran Plaza, San 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

What was a “havelock”? 

 

February’s question asked: 

Who is credited with creating 

the designation “War Between 

the States”? 

 

The answer:   
CSA Vice President Alexan-

der Stephens is believed to 

have coined the term. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

COMMENTS FROM 

RAPHAEL SEMMES 
 

"With the exception of 
a few honest zealots, 
the canting hypocritical 

Yankee cares as little 
for our slaves as he 

does for our draught 
animals. The war which 
he has been making 

upon slavery for the 
last 40 years is only an 

interlude, or by-play, to 
help on the main action 
of the drama, which is 

Empire; and it is a curi-
ous coincidence that it 
was commenced about 

the time the North be-
gan to rob the South 

by means of its tariffs. 
 
When a burglar designs 

to enter a dwelling for 
the purpose of robbery, 

he provides himself 
with the necessary implements. The slavery question was one of the implements 
employed to help on the robbery of the South. It strengthened the Northern party, 

and enabled them to get their tariffs through Congress; and when at length, the 
South, driven to the wall, turned, as even the crushed worm will turn, it was cun-
ningly perceived by the Northern men that 'No slavery' would be a popular war-cry, 

and hence, they used it." 
 

Captain Raphael Semmes, C.S.N. August 5th, 1861 
 
Photo: Captain Raphael Semmes, C.S.N. 

 
DTH 


