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H
May Meeting
Howard Bahr:
Antebellum & Postwar
Literature Relative to the War
The May meeting will feature a presentation by Howard Bahr, author and Belhaven professor, who will discuss antebellum and postwar literature as it relates to the war. Everyone come and
bring guests, especially new recruits!
When: May 26, 2015. 5:30 pm.
Where: Municipal Art Gallery, State
St., Jackson.

See you there!

ave mercy upon
me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my
transgressions.
ash me throughly
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin.
or I acknowledge my
transgressions: and
my sin is ever before me.
...
ake me to hear
joy and gladness;
that the bones which
thou hast broken may
rejoice.
ide thy face from
my sins, and blot
out all mine iniquities.
Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew
a right spirit within me.
ast me not away
from thy presence;
and take not thy holy
spirit from me.
estore unto me the
joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with
thy free spirit.

W

Ken P’Pool: Beauvoir
The program was a slide presentation
by Compatriot Ken P’Pool, MDAH,
who talked about the impact of Hurricane Katrina on Beauvoir and the subsequent recovery and rebuilding.
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Psalms 51:1-3, 8-12

(KJV)
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Dan Duggan presented “this day in the
war” for April 28.
The Dixie Hummingbirds provided
some music.

Reveille

Rebel Ramblings
by Robert Murphree
I have written before about how crucial the presidential election of 1864 was
for the Confederates, as it was the last chance we had to win the war, or at
least to win our independence. Many scholars over the years have assumed
the 78% soldier vote for Lincoln was a ringing endorsement of the Republican
party and abolition, but new research has disproved this theory in spades.
Finally Jonathan White has taken the time to examine the vote and what was
behind it, and his Emancipation--the Union Army and the Reelection of Abraham Lincoln sheds much light on what happened. Beginning in the winter of
1862-1863, when Union army morale was at low ebb because of the defeats in
the east and dissatisfaction with the Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, Union leadership, starting with Lincoln, began a systematic campaign to rid the
army of officers and men who might not be in favor of freeing the slaves or
view Lincoln with approval.
Democratic newspapers were barred from camps; anti-war letters to soldiers
were confiscated and the writers arrested; soldiers overheard making antiLincoln or emancipation statements were arrested, tried and punished. Punishments were designed to be spectacles so other soldiers
who might hold similar opinions were silenced. Letters from soldiers to Republican papers were allowed, but letters to Democratic papers were destroyed.
More importantly, any officer voicing support for McClellan, even in private or
in supposedly private letters, was instantly dismissed from the army. High
rank officers whose promotion required Senate approval, were informed in no
uncertain terms that vocal support for ending slavery and Lincoln were requirements for favorable votes.
Secretary of War Stanton was the leader of these efforts. In his book Mr.
White gives example after example, I can only recite a few here, but you will
get the drift. Major John Key was dismissed from Halleck's staff for telling a
friend he favored keeping slavery and then Lincoln had his private secretary
John Hay write an anonymous letter to a newspaper defending the dismissal
(Continued on page 3)
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Calendar
May 26, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

June 23, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

July 28, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

August 25, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

September 22, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

Reveille

Chaplain’s Dispatch

(Continued from page 2)

by saying "striking him down may silence others
like him." Distributing Democratic campaign material was grounds for instant dismissal, imprisonment and loss of pay.

Dear Friends and Compatriots:

A Daily Prayer

On election day the effort was intensified. Back
then each party had its own ballots, with different
colors and symbols, so everyone knew how one
had voted by which ballot the voter requested.
Many regiments never got Democratic ballots, or
the officers destroyed those received. Officers put
every conceivable impediment in the way of those
seeking to vote for McClellan--one standard
method was to assure any soldier asking for a Democratic ballot that the next battle would find
them in the very front line. Despite all of this
22% still voted for McClellan, and another 20%
declined to vote at all, probably for fear of punishment if they voted the wrong way.

David prayed each day for God’s assistance in his life,
asking: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me.” (Psalms 51:10 KJV) David knew
that all mortal men need both the guidance of God as well
as forgiveness for sin. Even after Christ came upon this
earth and paid the ultimate price in order that men could
be redeemed before God, many have similarly prayed.
Our great Southern leaders Lee and Jackson were known
to have prayed for such divine assistance. Although we
may not have responsibilities as great as David or of Lee
and Jackson, should we do any less?
Editor’s note: Chaplain Shows was unable to provide a
column this month. This editor put together this brief one.
For more on David’s daily prayer, see the monthly Bible
verse on page 1.)

But I had to chuckle over the exploit of a Confederate named Gilmore. Shortly before the election
he captured four Yanks with Lincoln ballots in
their pockets. Gilmore and three other Rebels
made the Yankees give them the blue uniforms,
then went into the Federal lines to see if they
would be allowed to vote. Nobody questioned
them at all, for "of course no one could object to
us after we had voted for Lincoln." Civic duty
done, Gilmore and his three patriots returned to
the Confederate lines.

(Continued from page 6)
"I, —— ——, do solemnly swear, or affirm, in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support and defend
the Constitution of the United States and the Union thereunder,
and that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support
all laws and proclamations which have been made during the
existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation of slaves,
so help me God."
Note that the oath contains two clauses which appear to
say much the same thing on a cursory read-through but
which are very different in what they cover.

laws were not enacted, nor the proclamation issued under any
grant of power in the Constitution or under its authority. Now,
the exercise of a power by Government, for which it has no
constitutional authority, is not only a usurpation, but it destroys the sanction of all written instruments of government.
Also, what has become of the unalienable right of property,
which all the State governments were created to protect and
preserve? Where was the sovereignty of the people under these
proceedings? Yet the Confederate citizen was required to bind
himself by an oath to abide by and faithfully support all these
usurpations; the alternative being to resist the Government, or
to aid and abet a violation of the Constitution.2

Davis commented on this oath and gave a very succinct
analysis:
The permission to take this oath was withheld from large
classes of citizens. It will be seen that there are two stipulations
in this oath, the first faithfully to support the Constitution of the
United States and the Union thereunder. This comprises obedience to the laws made in conformity to the Constitution, and is
all that is requisite in the simple oath of allegiance of an American citizen. The second stipulation is:

1

The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government, Jefferson Davis, 1881, Volume II, Chapter LVI, Pages 718719.
2 Ibid., Page 720.

"To abide by and faithfully support all laws and proclamations
which have been made during the existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation of slaves."
What need was thereof this second stipulation? Because the
3
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Images from
Confederate Memorial Day Ceremonies
April 26, 2015

A video slide show of images with a musical background may be viewed at:

http://youtu.be/
HumCbfeZ7nQ
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Images from the Dedication Ceremonies of a Confederate Headstone for

Private James Owen Stubbs
April 26, 2015
A video slideshow with background music and image captions may be viewed at:

https://youtu.be/
CuNX0oxC2QU
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Commander’s Column
Commander Jackson has no column this month

Trivia Question:

This month’s question
asks:
What was the name of
“the actor from Mississippi” who acted as a spy
for the Confederacy prior
to Gettysburg?
What
more famous actor had he
toured with?
April’s question asked:
From last November’s
trivia we learned that
Robert S. Garnett was the
first Confederate general
officer killed in the war.
His cousin (also a General) was killed about 2
years later. Who was the
cousin and where was he
killed?
The answer: Richard B.
Garnett.

The Oath of Allegiance to the US, 1865
Jefferson Davis’ Commentary
Here are excerpted passages from The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government .
More specific references are given in the footnotes.
When the Confederate soldiers laid down their arms and went home, all hostilities against the
power of the Government of the United States ceased. The powers delegated in the compact of
1787 by these States, i. e., by the people thereof, to a central organization to promote their general welfare, had been used for their devastation and subjugation. It was conceded, as the result
of the contest, that the United States Government was stronger in resources than the Confederate
Government, and that the Confederate States had not achieved their independence.
Nothing remained to be done but for the sovereigns, the people of each State, to assert their authority and restore order. If the principle of the sovereignty of the people, the cornerstone of all
our institutions, had survived and was still in force, it was necessary only that the people of each
State should reconsider their ordinances of secession, and again recognize the Constitution of the
United States as the supreme law of the land. This simple process would have placed the Union
on its original basis, and have restored that which had ceased to exist, the Union by consent. Unfortunately, such was not the intention of the conqueror. The Union of free-wills and brotherly
hearts, under a compact ordained by the people, was not his object. Henceforth there was to be
established a Union of force. Sovereignty was to pass from the people to the Government of the
United States, and to be upheld by those who had furnished the money and the soldiers for the
war.
The first step required, therefore, in the process for the reconstruction of the new and forced Union, was to prepare those who had been the late champions of the sovereignty of the people to
become suitable subjects under the new sovereign. Standing defenseless, stripped of their property, and exposed, as it was asserted, to the penalties of insurrection on the one hand, and that of
treason on the other, the President of the United States, Mr. Andrew Johnson, who, as VicePresident, became President after the death of Mr. Lincoln, on May 29, 1865, thus addressed
them (regarding the oat of allegiance)…1
The oath read as follows:
(Continued on page 3)
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