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In the absence of a program, the meet-

ing was given over to discussion of 

business including the upcoming Con-

federate Memorial Day observance and  

the annual Mississippi Division SCV 

Reunion to be held this year in Bran-

don, MS. The speaker for the May meeting will 

be Brandon Beck of Columbus, MS, 

who will speak on “The FIRST Meet-

ing of Robert E. Lee and Stonewall 

Jackson.”  This event is part of the pre-

senter’s new book, Winchester’s Three 

Battles. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  May 27, 2019,  6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

May Meeting 

The FIRST Meeting of 

Robert E. Lee and 

Stonewall Jackson 

April Meeting 
Report 
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Business Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

W hen Jesus came into 
the coasts of 

Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I 
the Son of man am? 

A nd they said, Some 
say that thou art 

John the Baptist: some, 
Elias; and others, Jere-
mias, or one of the proph-
ets. 

H e saith unto them, 
But whom say ye 

that I am? 

A nd Simon Peter an-
swered and said, 

Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. 

A nd Jesus answered 
and said unto him, 

Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. 

A nd I say also unto 
thee, That thou art 

Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 
 

Matthew 16:13-18 
(KJV) 

 

Editor Commentary… 
 

The Cause of the War 
 

Although I have problems with Wood-
row Wilson’s politics and those things 

that arose from his presidency, I 
must agree that he was a student of 

American political history.  He said, 
“The role of slavery became the pro-
claimed cause of the Civil War be-

cause it was necessary to put the 
South at a moral 

disadvantage by 
transforming the 
contest from a 

war for independ-
ence into a war 
waged for the 

maintenance and 
extension of slav-

ery.” 
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Calendar 

May 27, 2019 
Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

June 7-9, 2019 
Mississippi Division Re-

union.  In Brandon this 

year. 

 

June 24, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

July 22, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

August 26, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

September 23, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
You fellows have heard me say before that in my long legal career I never 
represented the upper crust much; a good bit lower.  I recall in one case in 

the middle of the trial a witness had not shown up so I asked the Judge for 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum instanter, which means "come right 
now."   We took a short break and my client leaned over to me and whispered 

in my ear, "Did you see that other lawyer go green around the gills when you 
throwed that Latin at him?"  Well, if the bunch that does not approve of Con-

federate history had followed me around the past three days they would have 
REALLY gone "green around the gills."    
 

You can imagine my enthusiasm for New Orleans since the city took down the 
Confederate monuments, though looking at the city on this trip I can't think 

Marse Robert is missing much not being able to inspect the place.  However I 
had to go down there this week; no choice.    
 

First I stopped and inspected the Confederate museum and cemetery at Camp 
Moore, outside Tangipahoa, Louisiana, and I cannot recommend the site 
enough.  Moore was the governor, and the camp, opened in May, 1861 as a 

training facility for Louisiana recruits, was named for him.   Some five to eight 
thousand troops were training there at the same time when the camp was first 

opened, and the camp operated until overrun by the Yankees in the fall of 
1864.   You can believe that when these men were gathered together, many 
of them from rural areas,  most were exposed to new diseases they had never 

faced before, like measles.   As many as 800 recruits died of disease and a 
good number are buried in the well kept cemetery.   There is a nice monu-

ment to the men who died at Camp Moore and the Confederate battle flags 
flies over their graves.   The museum does a good job of showing what the 
camp life must have been back in  war days, and all in all it is a refreshing 

look at Confederate history. 
 
Next, I spent several hours at the Confederate Memorial Hall on Camp Street 

in downtown New Orleans.  I am sure that many of you have been to this mu-
seum before, as I have, but the exhibits are rotated regularly to show items 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

I Believe, but Help My UNBRIEF! 

 
Can you just imagine our ancestors crying these 

words on a battle field or in their tents going 
through sickness, grief, fear or whatever they were 
facing? 

 
In Mark 9:23 this man was facing this with Jesus. 
Tom Robertson wrote : " UNBRIEF 'stalls' our walk 

with God because it ' cuts ' off the flow of divine 
resources ' to' our spirit"! So, it not a sin and next 

time you face uncertainties , cry these words to the 
Lord! 
 

  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

from their tremendous inventory.   The one constant I 
have on all the trips I have made there is my amaze-

ment at how small the uniforms on  display are.  I 
noted one poster said the average soldier was 5'7" tall, 
and 140 pounds in weight, but it seems to me someone 

that size could not fit in the little uniform jackets on 
display.    
 

I don't have space enough to go over the items I en-
joyed seeing, but I will mention the rare guns.  There 

was a rifle used in the Battle of New Orleans that had 
been stolen from Memorial Hall in the 1990s but which 
was recovered by the FBI in 2018.  There has to be a 

great story involved around the recovery of that gun 
and I am going to try to track it down.  Then there 

were three rifles made by a local gun works in 1861 
and early 1862, before the city fell to the Yankees.  I 
have written before about the terrible negligence in-

volved in letting New Orleans, with its industrial mus-
cle, fall to the federals so early in the war, after such a 

feeble defense.  Think of the guns, ships, iron goods 
that could have been produced; think of the silver 
spoons that would have been saved.    

 
Oh, by the way, Confederate history is getting the last 
laugh on the City Fathers. I asked the men at the mu-

seum how attendance was holding up.  I was told that 
since the WW II museum across the street had been 

expanded, the Confederate museum attendance num-
bers had exploded  

(Continued from page 2) 

The South is Easy to Blame 

 
Donald Sterling* witnessed quick condemnation and punishment for his racist comments made in private 

however, that’s not the case across the board.  A long list of racist radical Republicans of the mid 1800s are 
enshrined as heroes in the North in spite of remarks they made publically. 
 

“On at least fourteen occasions between 1854 and 1860, Lincoln said unambiguously that he believed the 
Negro race was inferior to the White race.  In Galesburg, he referred to 'the inferior races.'  Who were 'the 

inferior races?'  African Americans.  He said, Mexicans, who he called 'mongrells,’ and probably all colored 
people." -- Lerone Bennett, Jr., Editor of Ebony Magazine, "Forced into Glory: Abraham Lincoln's White 
Dream" (Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 2000), p. 132 

 
But of course it’s much easier to blame the country’s race issues on our Southern ancestors and the Confed-
erate flag. 

 
DTH 

*Donald Sterling was owner of the LA Clippers NBA team in 2015 until being banned from the NBA for life 
for a tirade caught on video in which he repeatedly used racial slurs. 
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Scenes from Confederate Memorial Day 2019 
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Editor’s Note:  Since I have made use of material from the Facebook page of Defending the Heritage so of-
ten in the newsletter, I thought I’d help that group by passing on the information on how to get an informa-
tional CD with facts to support our Southern Heritage Defense. 
 

Link to Purchase of CD:  http://mestasmusicals.com/heritage-home  

“I figure a man’s only good for one oath at a time.  I 

took mine to the Confederate States of America.” — Ethan 

Edwards, ex-Confederate Texan, as played by John Wayne in “The 
Searchers” 

A REPUBLIC, IF YOU CAN KEEP IT 

 
A lady asked Benjamin Franklin, “What 

have you given us?” Franklin replied, “A 
republic, if you can keep it.” If you can 
keep it - frightening words. We are very 

close to losing what our founding fathers 
gave us. I am reminded of the 1862 

statement of Dr James Thornwell, an 
American Presbyterian preacher and reli-
gious writer … 

 
“If they (the North) prevail, the whole 
character of the Government will be 

changed, and instead of a federal repub-
lic, the common agent of sovereign and 

independent States, we shall have a cen-
tral despotism, with the notion of States 
forever abolished, deriving its powers 

from the will, and shaping its policy ac-
cording to the wishes, of a numerical 

majority of the people; we shall have, in 
other words, a supreme, irresponsible democracy. The Government does not now recognize itself as an ordi-
nance of God, and when all the checks and balances of the Constitution are gone, we may easily figure to 

ourselves the career and the destiny of this godless monster of democratic absolutism. The progress of regu-
lated liberty on this continent will be arrested, anarchy will soon succeed, and the end will be a military des-

potism, which preserves order by the sacrifice of the last vestige of liberty.  
 
“They are now fighting the battle of despotism. They have put their Constitution under their feet; they have 

annulled its most sacred provisions; the future fortunes of our children, and of this continent, would then be 
determined by a tyranny which has no parallel in history.” 
 

Source: Dr. James Henly Thornwell of South Carolina, in Our Danger and our Duty, 1862 
Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/thornwell/menu.html 

Photo: Screen shot from Gone with the Wind 
 
DTH 
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“HOLD YOUR HEAD UP AND DIE HARD” 

 
Known during the Civil War as Private Bill Thompson, Lucy Matilda Thompson Gauss cut her thick hair and 

disguised herself by wearing her husband's suit and boarded a train for Virginia to fight alongside him during 
the early years of the Civil War. He never survived the war; but, "Private Bill" did and brought his body home 
for burial. 

 
Lucy Matilda Thompson was born November 21, 1812 in Bladenboro, North Carolina. She was tall and mas-

culine -- though not without feminine charm -- and she was a deft horsewoman, expert with a rifle and rel-
ished hunting. 
 

In 1861, just as the war erupted, Thompson married Bryant Gauss who soon joined the Army of the Confed-
eracy. Fearing he would be killed and lie unidentified, the new Mrs. Gauss oiled her squirrel musket and 
enlisted in Company D, 18th North Carolina Infantry, Confederate States of America. Neighbors and friends 

sympathized with her bravery and kept her identity secret. So 
did Captain Robert Tate and Lieutenant Wiley Sykes, who ad-

mired her ability with a rifle, her talent for jokes as well as 
her husky throated singing voice. They also prized her skill to 
nurse the camp's sick and wounded. 

 
Masquerading as Private Bill Thompson, Lucy participated in a 

number of battles, receiving a head wound either at the First 
Battle of Manassas or the Siege of Richmond. In any case the 
wound -- an iron shell scrap tore open her scalp from fore-

head to crown -- sent her to a hospital for two months. 
Somehow she managed to conceal her identity and fled back 

to her unit as soon as she could. 
 
Bryant Gauss was killed at the Seven Days Battle near Rich-

mond. Lucy Gauss obtained permanent furlough and took him 
for burial. She bore her first child, Mary Caroline Gauss, on 
January 21, 1864. 

 
After the war, the widow and small child moved to Savannah, 

where in late 1866, Lucy Gauss married union army veteran, 
Joseph P. Kenney. Together they had six children. Remarka-
bly, Mrs. Kenney gave birth to their first at the age of 55 in 

1868, and the last in 1881 at the age of 69! 
 

Lucy Matilda Gauss Kenney kept her military exploits a secret 
until 1914, when she told her story to her pastor. Fearing nothing at the age of 102 but God, Lucy's motto 
was "Hold your head up and die hard." 

 
She lived in various parts of Georgia before she died in Nicholls, Georgia at the remarkable age of 112 years, 
7 months and 2 days. Lucy Gauss Kenney is buried in the Meeks Cemetery near Nicholls. Joseph Kenney died 

September 7, 1913 at the age of 107 years 5 months and 1 day. 
 

Photo: Private Bill Thompson, aka Lucy Matilda Thompson Gauss at the age of 107 
 
To Defending the Heritage via Connie Latta 
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April 30th 1864, A Sad Day in Richmond 

 
Joseph Evan Davis was born in Washington while his father was serving in the Senate. Davis proclaimed his 

new son "a very fine one" and named the boy for his eldest brother and his grandfather. Varina protested, 
for she deeply resented Joseph Emory Davis, but to no avail. She confided to her mother, however, that the 
boy did bear a resemblance to his namesake uncle, which she hoped he would outgrow. 

 
Little Joe was described as exceptionally bright, and he was apparently the best behaved of all of the Davis 

children, but his life ended tragically with a fall from a White House porch on April 30, 1864. Rumors persist 
that he was pushed by older brother Jeff Jr., but there is no evidence to support this story. 

 

According to contemporary accounts, the accident took place at some 
point between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. while neither parent was at home. A 
servant discovered Joe lying by the pavement onto which he had fallen 

from a height of about fifteen feet. Maggie Davis ran to the neighbors 
for help, and Jeff Jr. enlisted the aid of two people passing by on the 

street. One of these men, a Confederate officer, wrote that Joe's "head 
was contused, and I think his chest much injured internally." 
 

The child apparently died about the time his parents reached the 
house. His father refused to see visitors and could be heard pacing all 

night. 
 
Funeral services were held at St. Paul's Episcopal Church on May 1, and 

Joe was buried at Richmond's Hollywood Cemetery, where the rest of 
his immediate family would eventually be interred. 

 
There are no known likenesses of Joseph Evan Davis, in large part due 
to the scarcity of photographic materials during the war. For more in-

formation on him, see Volumes 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of The Papers of Jef-
ferson Davis. The latter volume contains more details about his death. The best account of the accident, 
written by the officer whom Jeff Jr. found on the street, was published in the Richmond Sentinel on May 31, 

1864. http://jeffersondavis.rice.edu/JosephEvanDavis.aspx 
 

Photo: Joseph Evan Davis (perhaps, there’s no provenance for this image) 
DTH 
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AUDIE MURPHY 

 
Jun 20, 1925 - May 28, 1971 (age 45) 

 
On this Memorial Day we remember Southern American Warri-
ors, past and present, fighting tyranny since 1776.  

 
It's in our blood. 

 
Tyrants Beware! 
 

DTH 
 
Bing Bio:  Audie Leon Murphy was one of the most decorated 

American combat soldiers of World War II. He received every 
military combat award for valor available from the U.S. Army, 

as well as French and Belgian awards for heroism. Murphy re-
ceived the Medal of Honor for valor that he demonstrated at 
the age of 19 for single-handedly holding off an entire com-

pany of German soldiers for an hour at the Colmar Pocket in 
France in January 1945, then leading a successful counterat-

tack while wounded and out of ammunition. Murphy was born 
into a large family of sharecroppers in Hunt County, Texas. His 
father abandoned them, and his mother died when he was a 

teenager. Murphy left school in fifth grade to pick cotton and 
find other work to help support his family; his skill with a hunt-

ing rifle helped feed his family. 

STONEWALL JACKSON 
 
In her memoirs of her husband, Mary Anna Jackson 

shares the following regarding her husband: 
 
“His [Jackson’s] submission to his Heavenly Father's will 

was so perfect, and the assurance that ‘all things work 
together for good to them that love God’ was to him 

such a blessed reality, that he always said he preferred 
God's will to his own; and his perfect assurance of faith 
never forsook him, however severely it might be tried." 

~Mary Anna Jackson, 1895~ 
 
Source: MEMOIRS OF STONEWALL JACKSON BY HIS 

WIDOW MARY ANNA JACKS0N, 1895 
Link to free e-book: https://openlibrary.org/books/

OL6942677M/
Mem-
oirs_of_Stonewall_Jackson_by_his_widow_Mary_Anna_Jackson 

Photo used: Art work of Mort Kunstler. Stonewall Jackson and his wife Anna take a ride in Winchester, VA in 
February 1862 

 
DTH 
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Why the War Between the States Was, and Is, So Important 

 
(Editor’s Note:  This was published on Facebook 
on April 12.) 
 
The war that began 152 years ago today did en-

able Lincoln to “save” the Union, but only in a 
geographic sense. The country ceased being a 

Union, as it was originally conceived, of separate 
and sovereign states. Instead, America became a 
“nation” with a powerful federal government.  

 
Although the war freed four million slaves into 
poverty, it did not bring about a new birth of free-

dom, as Lincoln and historians such as James 
McPherson and Henry Jaffa say.  For the nation as 

a whole the war did just the opposite.  
 
It initiated a process of centralization of government that has substantially restricted liberty and 

freedom in America, (emphasis added by editor) as historians Charles Adams and Jeffrey Rogers Hummel 
have argued – Adams in his book, When in the Course of Human Events: Arguing the Case for Southern Seces-

sion (published in 2000); and Hummel in his book, Emancipating Slaves, Enslaving Free Men (1996). 
 
From DTH with some editing done for publication here. 

Gunshot Wounds 

 
Gunshot wounds made up more than 90% of injuries re-

corded by Civil War surgeons in war-time hospitals. 
 
In this photograph, you can see the damage a bullet could do to 

the body. Private Judson Spofford of the 10th Vermont was 
shot in the chest during fighting near Petersburg, Virginia in 
March 1865. 

 
While artillery also featured prominently as one of the deadli-

est weapons of the war, medical historian Dr. Alfred Bollet 
points out, "it is likely that artillery projectiles caused a much 
higher proportion of those fatal injuries, although there are no 

data specifying the cause of battlefield deaths." 
 

Photograph: Judson Spofford, Hospital Number 20, 429; His-
torical Medical Photography Collection, Harvey Cushing/John 
Hay Whitney Medical Library. Yale University. 

 
From a post shared on the Facebook page of H. Grady Howell 

Jr., Historian and Author, originally posted by the National 
Museum of Civil War Medicine 
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A Yankee That Saw Through the Sham of the Union “Cause” 

 
"The principle, on which the war was waged by the North, was simply this: 

That men may rightfully be compelled to submit to, and support, a govern-
ment that they do not want; and that resistance, on their part, makes them 
traitors and criminals." 

 
"No principle, that is possible to be named, can be more self-evidently false 

than this; or more self-evidently fatal to all political freedom. Yet it tri-
umphed in the field, and is now assumed to be established. If it really be 
established, the number of slaves, instead of having been diminished by the 

war, has been greatly increased; for a man, thus subjected to a government 
that he does not want, is a slave." The Lysander Spooner Massachusetts lib-
ertarian abolitionist Reader (p. 49): 

 
Photo: Lysander Spooner 

 
DTH 

AH, SUCH A SWEET COUPLE 

 
I hope they're enjoying the warm weather down under!  

 
In 1862 Sherman wrote his wife that his purpose in the war would be "extermination, not of soldiers alone, 
that is the least of the trouble, but the people" of the South. 

 
His loving and gentle wife wrote back that her wish was for "a war of extermination and that all 

[Southerners] would be driven like swine into the sea. May we carry fire and sword into their states till not 
one habitation is left standing."  
 

Photo: Sherman and his wife, Julia. 
 

DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

 Who, and at what battle, 

uttered the statement, 

“Look men, there stands 

Jackson and his Virginian's 

like a Stonewall!” which 

gave Jackson his nick-

name? 

 

April’s question asked: 

What personal tragedy 

struck President Jefferson 

Davis and his wife Varina 

on April 30, 1864? 

 

The answer: 

.The accidental death of 

their son, Joseph (see arti-

cle on p. 8). 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

 


