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Dan Duggan presented a program on 

General John Brown Gordon. 

Compatriot and Past Camp Commander 

Dan Duggan has informed me that 

Robert Murphree will present a pro-

gram  at the May meeting. His topic 

will be “Lee and Longstreet at Gettys-

burg.” 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  May 24, 2021, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

May Meeting 

Lee and Longstreet 

at Gettysburg 

April 
Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 

 * Volume L *  *  PO Box 16945, Jackson, MS 39236  *  * May 2021 *  *  Number 5 * 

General John Brown Gordon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T he sun also ariseth, and 
the sun goeth down, and 

hasteth to his place where he 
arose. 

T he wind goeth toward 
the south, and turneth 

about unto the north; it whir-
leth about continually, and 
the wind returneth again 
according to his circuits. 

A ll the rivers run into 
the sea; yet the sea is 

not full; unto the place from 
whence the rivers come, 
thither they return again. 

A ll things are full of la-
bour; man cannot utter 

it: the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with 
hearing. 

T he thing that hath been, 
it is that which shall be; 

and that which is done is that 
which shall be done: and there 
is no new thing under the 
sun. 

I s there any thing whereof 
it may be said, See, this is 

new? it hath been already of 
old time, which was before us. 

T here is no remembrance 
of former things; neither 

shall there be any remem-
brance of things that are to 
come with those that shall 
come after. 
 

Ecclesiastes 1:5-11 
(KJV) 

 

WORDS OF WISDOM 

 
"Read history, works of truth, not 

novels and romances. Get correct 
views of life, and learn to see the 

world in its true light. It will enable 
you to live pleasantly, to do good, 
and, when summoned away, to 

leave without regret." Robert E. 
Lee 

 
Source: The Atlantic, Volume 108, 
Article – The Spiritual Life of 

Robert E. Lee, by Gamaliel Brad-
ford, Jr., 1911. 

Link to free e-book: https://
books.google.com/books?
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Calendar June 28, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 26, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 23, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 27, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 25, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

November 22, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

December 13?, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

January 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 You know, I meant to comment on the recent death of former governor William 
Winter, a former member of our camp but didn't get a chance until now.   I 
know Governor Winter  didn't always come down on the same side of every is-

sue involving our Confederate heritage, but at heart I believe he was a good 
Confederate.  Heck, we can't always agree with ourselves. His full name was 
William Forrest Winter, named after his grandfather's commander, William 

Forrest.  Most of you know that William Forrest was Nathan Bedford Forrest's 
brother, and William Forrest's reputation for bravery was right up there with his 

brother's reputation.  In fact, it was said the only human that Nathan Bedford 
Forrest was afraid of was William Forrest. Governor Winter was very proud of 
his grandfather's service with William Forrest.  I gather Governor Winter's father 

felt  the same way, otherwise he would not have given his son the name he did.   
 

Many of the Confederate figures who have written about their experience in the 
war are skilled writers indeed.  Few however wielded as facile a pen as Richard 
Taylor, whose "Destruction and Reconstruction" is one of my all time favorite 

books.  His narrative about post war matters is just as interesting to me as his 
gripping story about his four years of combat.  In this section of the book he 
makes the following comment: 

 
“A recent article in the public press, signed by General Longstreet, ascribes the 

failure at Gettysburg to Lee's mistakes, which he (Longstreet) in vain pointed 
out and remonstrated against. That any subject involving the possession and 
exercise of intellect should be clear to Longstreet and concealed from Lee is a 

startling proposition to those having knowledge of the two men.” 
 

I defy anyone to give me a better example of restrained eloquence in "damning 
by faint praise."    
 

Did you know that former president John Tyler was a Confederate congress-
man?  I didn't.   We all know Tyler became president in 1841 when William 
Henry Harrison died after only a month in office, but his career in 1861-1862 

was news to me.  Although opposed to secession, Tyler was elected to serve in 
the provisional Confederate Congress in August, 1861.  He was subsequently 

elected to a full term in the Confederate House of Representatives to begin in 
February, 1862.  Alas he died in January of that year before he could have much 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT 

 
Have you examined your unforgiving spirit within 
you? Read the parable Matthew 18:21-27! In verse 

27, " then the Master of that servant was MOVED 
(stirred) with Compassion ,Released him, and For-

gave him the debt"! NKJ. I read this thought on this 
verse. " when we have been moved and STIRRED 
BY God's compassionate grace. Then in turn we get 

to received the wonderful gift of forgiveness from 
those who have wronged us". —H. Blackabye 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

of an impact on Confederate affairs.  
 

The four years between 1861 and 1865 produced 
enough haunting and heartbreaking episodes to fill all 
the books ever written.  This past week I came across 

a little memorandum written by a North Carolina soldier 
that about sums up the war's horrors.  Written long 
after, in 1914, the man was relating an experience he 

had at Gettysburg.   His unit was lying down under 
heavy Union shelling, when he said a shell entered the 

ground not too far from where he was prone.  The tra-
jectory of the shell took it back from him some short 
distance, and when the shell exploded he said it tossed 

three men behind him up some ten feet in the air, kill-
ing all three instantly.  

 
The writer went on to say that he and his comrades 
cleaned out the debris from the shell hole.  They then 

gathered the remains of the three dead men as best 
they could, wrapped them in a blanket, and laid the 

remains down in the shell hole.    
 
The writer said that while he and his mates were en-

gaged in this hasty burial, he looked up to the edge of 
the shell hole and there was a man standing there 
looking down.   The writer the said to this man "We are 

doing all we can for these poor fellows." 
 

The observer replied, "I see you are." 
 
The writer then asked the man, "Did you know them?" 

 
"They were my brothers" was the reply. The writer 

then said that before he could ask the man the names 
of the dead me, the soldier was gone.  

(Continued from page 2) 

PRIDE IN ANCESTRY 
 
"He who feels no pride in his ancestors is unwor-

thy to be remembered by his descendants" Major 
David French Boyd, 9th Louisiana Infantry, Con-
federate States Army 

 
Photo: Photo: Major David French Boyd, 9th Lou-

isiana Infantry First President of Louisiana State 
University. 
 

DTH 
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REVIVAL! 

 
"As a general in the Confederate Army, "Stonewall Jackson" had a profound influence over his men. It was 

his holy and prayerful example that contributed to the great revival among the Southern troops. 
 
By mid-summer of 1863, revival had spread to all the Confederate armies. A chaplain of the 26th Alabama 

Regiment said that his unit alone averaged 100 converts a week for several weeks. During this same time 
another chaplain declared that, “modern history presents no example of an army so nearly converted.” A 
third of all soldiers in the field were men of prayer and members of some fellowship. J. W. Jones suggested 

that 150,000 conversions took place in Lee's Army alone. 
 

“It was this revival that no doubt prepared the South for the humiliation that was to follow their eventual de-
(Continued on page 5) 

A VOICE FROM THE PAST ASKS YOU NOT TO FORGET 
 

“But we must forevermore do honor to our heroic dead. We must forev-
ermore cherish the sacred memories of those four terrible but glorious 

years of unequal strife. We must forevermore consecrate in our hearts 
our old battle flag of the Southern Cross - not now as a political symbol, 
but as the consecrated emblem of a heroic epoch. The people that for-

gets its heroic dead is already dying at the heart, and we believe we shall 
be truer and better citizens of the United States if we are true to our 

past.” BY CONFEDERATE VETERAN RANDOLPH H. McKIM, 1910 
 
Source: A SOLDIER'S RECOLLECTIONS, BY RANDOLPH H. McKIM, 1910. 

Link to free e-book: http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/mckim/mckim.html 
 
Edited from DTH post 

Orwell was a prophet.  Just got the date wrong: 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/mckim/mckim.html
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GENERAL BRYAN GRIMES - BATTLE’S NOT OVER 

 
Grimes, Bryan (2 Nov. 1828-14 Aug. 1880), Confederate general 

and planter, was born on a large plantation in Pitt County, North 
Carolina… approximately eight miles west of the town of Washing-
ton. With the bombardment of Fort Sumter and Lincoln's subse-

quent call for troops he took his stand with the ultra- Secession-
ists at the state convention; where he was active in promoting 

support for the army then being raised. From May 1861 until the 
end of the Civil War, Grimes fought gallantly for the Confederate 
cause. 

 
Upon hearing of the forthcoming surrender, Grimes thought of 
joining General Joseph Johnston, who was then in North Carolina, 

but the pungent words of General John B. Gordon changed his 
mind. Gordon informed Grimes that to escape while a flag of truce 

was pending would not only discredit him, but also General Lee. 
Consequently, Grimes relinquished any intentions to escape sur-
render. Later on the afternoon of 9 April after the surrender had 

been publicized he rode over to his old regiment, the North Caro-
lina Fourth, and shook hands with each member. 

 
The following is his recollection of that fateful day as told in his 

personal recollections of the war: 

 
“Among the incidents, ever fresh in my memory, of this fatal day to the Confederacy, is the remark of a private 

soldier. When riding up to my old regiment to shake by the hand each comrade who had followed me through 
four years of suffering, toil, and privation often worse than death, to bid them a final affectionate, and, in 
many instances, an eternal farewell, a cadaverous, ragged, barefooted man, grasped me by the hand, and 

choking with sobs, said: ‘Good-bye, General; God bless you, we will go home; make three more crops, and try 
them again.’ I mention this instance simply to show the spirit, the pluck, and the faith of our men in the justice 
of our cause, and that he surrendered more to grim famine than to the prowess of our enemies.” 

 
Source: “Extracts of Letters of Major-General Bryan Grimes, to His Wife: Written While in Active Service in the 

Army of Northern Virginia, together with some Personal Recollections of the War, Written by Him after its 
Close,” by Bryan Grimes, 1883. 
Photo: General Bryan Grimes 

 
DTH 

feat, but best of all the revival prepared thousands of young and old alike to 
meet Christ in eternity. Truly, General Jackson impacted our history through the 

power of prayer." 
 
Photo: In The Hands Of Providence by Dan Nance 

(Continued from page 4) 
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“NOT MY PRESIDENT” 

 
Here are two reasons out of many that made Southerners say that Lincoln was “not my President.”  

These two travesties occurred in April of 1861… 
 

#1 An administration in Washington supposedly waging a war with the South over secession allows 
West Virginia to secede from Virginia. In June of 1863 West Virginia will be admitted into the Union 
as a slave state 6 months after the Emancipation Proclamation has gone into effect. 

 
#2 Lincoln suspends the writ of habeas corpus. One could now be imprisoned at the whim of the 

government without charge or benefit of representation. Thousands in the north including newspaper 
editors who challenged the administration were thusly incarcerated. 
 

From a DTH post.  Edited slightly. 

Prewar Lincoln Quote:  Use of New US Territories 

 
"The whole nation is interested that the best use shall be made of 

these [new] territories. We want them for the homes of free white 
people." -- Abraham Lincoln, October 16, 1854. 
 

33 states participated in the 1860 census, including the new states of 
Minnesota and Oregon and the territories of Kansas, New Mexico, 

Nebraska, Utah, Washington, Indian and Unorganized Dakota. 
 
From DTH post, title changed by this editor 

 

Editor’s comment:  Lincoln’s phrasing of “free white people” seems 
to imply that there were enslaved white people in 1854.  If so, why 
don’t we ever hear about them?  More likely, his phrasing was de-
signed to communicate that he wanted to prevent non-whites from 
settling in the territory whether as slave or freedmen without having 
to specifically state that. 

EWELL ON JACKSON 

 
In late April, 1862, enraged by a terse reply by 

which Stonewall Jackson dismissed an elaborate 
scheme of Ewell's, General Richard Ewell exploded to 
a fellow officer, "Did it ever occur to you that Gen-

eral Jackson is crazy? He is as crazy as a March 
hare!" 
 

About six weeks later he told the officer, "I take it all 
back... Old Jackson's no fool. He keeps his own 

counsel, and does curious things, but he has method 
in his madness." Grinning, he added, "He's disap-
pointed me entirely!" 

DTH 
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Bringing A Family Back to Champion Hill 

 
Vicksburg National Military Park connects thousands of visitors a year with personal stories of the men and 

women who experienced tragedy and triumph of the Vicksburg Campaign. We talk to the descendants of the 
Union and Confederate soldiers every single day.  
 

Many are on a personal quest to understand how their ancestors had an impact on this significant part of 
American history, and in return find out how this event really impacted their ancestors. A recent visitor inter-

action brought the story of the dedication and loss of Lieutenant George W. Manring at the Battle of Cham-
pion Hill, and the effects of his death had on his brother and friends who witnessed it. 
 

With the Confederate forces under General John C. Pemberton strewn out along the roads east of Edwards 
Station, General Ulysses S. Grant's Union army moved quickly on the morning of May 16 to intercept and, if 
possible, destroy the rebel force. Skirmishing between the two forces erupted as the Confederates attempted 

to extract themselves from a dangerous situation. Defending two of the three roads as they retreated, the 
Jackson Road was left virtually undefended. At 10AM, Union General Alvin Hovey’s division marching along 

the Jackson Road reached the fields north of Champion Hill and prepared to attack an enemy force defend-
ing the slope.  
 

One of the Union regiments preparing for the assault was the 56th Ohio Infantry. Colonel James R. Slack, 
the 56th Ohio’s brigade commander, described what the Ohioans went 

through during the attack in his official report on the fight. 
  
“I formed the Second Brigade in two lines to the left of the road, in the 

field of one Champion, with the artillery in advance. Soon I placed my lines 
of battle in advance of the artillery…The thick growth of underbrush and 

vines, ravines, and hills made it very difficult to advance, but it was ac-
complished with little disorder until we reached the crest of the hill, where 
we found the enemy in very heavy force about 200 yards in front of us, 

and under cover of a wood beyond the field.” 
 
“Then the battle began with great fury, our troops advancing for the pur-

pose of driving the enemy from the cover of the woods, which was done 
at double-quick and in the most gallant manner, the men loading and fir-

ing as they advanced, and unfaltering receiving a most deadly fire from 
the enemy…” 
 

Charging up the hill in the 56th Ohio was Captain Maschil and Lieutenant George Manring. Maschil, writing to 
his father after the battle was over, penned the details of their experience during the battle and the death of 

his dear brother George.  
 
“After a half hour’s hard fighting, we started the enemy back [in retreat]… In the meantime, the enemy were 

heavily reinforced. We were compelled to fall back being flanked on both sides. Here is where my dear 
brother fell… The last word which he uttered after he was struck by the ball was, ‘O Jesus’... My first impres-
sion was to stay with him, but considering that if I did so I would be taken prisoner or killed and thus the 

place of burial and history of the death of my brother would be lost to his friends, I concluded to rejoin my 
Regiment, which had retreated…” 

However, the Union army was reinforced, and finally pushed the Confederates into a full-scale retreat. 
Though his regiment was ordered to pursue the enemy, Captain Manring was permitted to remain behind to 
locate and bury his brother.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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“I went immediately to where I had left my brother… I 

had him conveyed to a shade tree by the side of the road, 
washed him, then selected a place for his burial… I lay by 
his side on the battle field all that night. Early next morn-

ing we finished the grave. I had him carried to it, and af-
ter impressing two kisses upon his cold temple – one for 
his aged father and one for myself – I laid him in his cold, 

silent resting place…till such time as they could be moved 
to Ohio…” 

 
Unlike George’s body, which lies in an unknown grave in 
Vicksburg National Cemetery, Captain Manring’s touching 

and sad letter made it home, where it has been passed 
down through the generations of his descendants. A copy 

of this letter was brought to the park by Manring’s descen-
dants, who visited the National Cemetery to reflect on the 

sacrifices made by their family, as did so many families across the shattered landscape during the American 

Civil War. These stories give an intimate, personal picture of the sacrifice and hardships faced on these hal-
lowed grounds 158 years ago today. 

 
If you would like to read this touching letter, please visit: http://
www.galliagenealogy.org/civil%20war/manring.htm 

#VicksburgCampaign #158yearsagotoday #weremember 
#VNMP #VicksburgNationalMilitaryPark 
 

[Image Descriptions: a black and white photograph waste up 
view of Maschil Manring in Union officers uniform; a black and 

white photograph of George and Maschil's parents, Jourdan and 
Sarah Knox Manring; a colorized modern picture of “The Hill of 
Death” dark blue historic marker surrounded by thick woods and 

underbrush; a colorized modern picture of a muddy dirt path 
cutting through the woods.] 

 
Posted to Facebook by the Vicksburg National Military Park, 

shared by H. Grady Howell, Historian & Au-

thor. 
 
Some editing of images done to facilitate 

fitting into the page. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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EAST MEETS WEST! 

 
Brigadier General Winfield Featherston (CSA 1820-1891) 

Winfield Featherston was a lawyer as well as a two term Congress-
man from Tennessee. In his career, he would find himself in Missis-

sippi at the time states started to secede. Featherston, though un-
successful, was sent to Kentucky to convince the state to also leave 
the Union. Once combat was inevitable, Featherston became the 

colonel of the 17th Mississippi infantry regiment. He was cited for 
bravery at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff where his regiment did a com-

plete end around and helped force the Federals from the field. He 
would soon be promoted to Brigadier in time for the Seven Days 
Battles outside Richmond where he was wounded on the Glendale 

battlefield. Featherston’s brigade would be present at Second Ma-
nassas, Antietam and Fredericksburg but their role would be mini-

mal. In the Winter of 1862/63, Lee would reassign some command-
ers in his army, Featherston was removed from command and re-

turned to his state of Mississippi to a new command. Featherston’s 
new brigade would fight at Champions Hill but not involved in the 

direct surrender of Vicksburg. He would go on to fight another day. 

 
Winfield Featherston would not get involved in the Atlanta Campaign until his men under General 

Leonidas Polk’s corps arrived in Mid-May. Featherston would still not see much action during the At-
lanta Campaign. Most of the time his troops were located away from the main actions. With the 

death of Leonidas Polk in June at Pine Mountain, Loring would move up to corps command and 
Featherston would take over Loring’s old division. Here at Kennesaw, Featherston’s division would 
be on the far-right flank of the Confederate Army. Therefore, he would not see much action for the 

two weeks the Armies were stalemated here. After the campaign, Featherston would switch be-
tween division and brigade command and surrender with General Johnston in North Carolina. After 

the war, he would serve in the Mississippi State Legislature. 
 
Besides Ball’s Bluff and Champion Hill, Featherston did not participate in much combat. How do you 

think he was able to get promoted all the way to division command during the Atlanta Campaign? 
Attrition was a big reason for the demise of the Confederate Army, could this have played a role 

into his promotion? 
From a Facebook posting by Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park shared on the page of H. 

Grady Howell, Jr., Historian and Author. 

 
Who was Bill Arp? 

 
Charles Henry Smith was an American writer and politician from the state of Georgia.  He 
used the nom de plume Bill Arp for nearly 40 years.  He had a national reputation as a 

homespun humorist during his lifetime, and at least four communities are named for him. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

What Confederate government 

leader was able to escape to 

England at war’s end and 

avoid any reprisals from the 

US for his Confederate ser-

vice? 

 

April’s question asked: 

 If a Confederate referred to 

another as a  

“Yellowhammer,” what did he 

mean? 

 

The answer:   
“Yellowhammer” was sol-

diers’ slang term meaning 

someone from Alabama. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

ARP’S ASSESSMENT STILL HOLDS TRUE TODAY… 

 
“While mourning the loss of thousands of the noblest of our race, while suffering 

the poverty and desolation with which our conquerors have visited us, while mem-
ory stings with the rape and arson which barbarians under arms enforced and 
heartless officers permitted, it is not in human nature to smother resentment 

against those who would still play the tyrant and grind us into dust.” Bill Arp, 1866. 
 

Source: SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE WAR by Bill Arp, 1866 
 
DTH 

 
Since some may not be familiar with Bill Arp, here’s a mini-bio: 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

Image credit not given by DT 


