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The April meeting program was a pres-

entation by Past Commander Bill Lee 

who spoke on “German U-boat Activ-

ity in the Gulf of Mexico.” 

Dan Duggan informs me that the May 

program will be presented by Grady 

Howell who will speak on a new book 

he is writing about the Jeff Davis Rifles 

in the Mexican War. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  May 23, 2022, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

May Meeting 

The Jeff Davis Rifles in 

the Mexican War 

April Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 

 * Volume LI *  *  PO Box 16945, Jackson, MS 39236  *  * May 2022 *  *  Number 5* 

German U-Boat Activity in the 

Gulf of Mexico 

 
 
 
 
 

A nd you hath he quick-
ened, who were dead in 

trespasses and sins; 

W herein in time past ye 
walked according to 

the course of this world, ac-
cording to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the chil-
dren of disobedience: 

A mong whom also we all 
had our conversation in 

times past in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others. 

B ut God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love 

wherewith he loved us, 

E ven when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened 

us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) 

A nd hath raised us up 
together, and made us 

sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus: 

T hat in the ages to come 
he might shew the ex-

ceeding riches of his grace in 
his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 2:1-7 
(KJV) 

 

 CONFEDERATE PRIVATE SUMS 

UP 60,000 CW BOOKS IN 6 
WORDS 

 
There was no immediate or imminent 
threat to slavery in 1861, it was pro-

tected by the Constitution and the 
president supported the fugitive slave 

law. The Supreme Court in the Dred 
Scott decision by a 7-2 vote con-
cluded that that Congress had no au-

thority to prohibit slavery in states or 
federal territories (there were very 

few slaves in the territories anyway). 
 
Wade Hampton and others who 

owned large numbers of slaves, ar-
gued against secession and Jefferson 

Davis warned that secession surly 
meant the death of slavery. 
 

So why did they fight? “I’m fighten 
cuz you’re down here.” Unknown 
Confederate private responding to his 

Union captors. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Calendar May 23, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

June 27, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

July 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

August 22, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

September 26, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

October 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

November 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

December 12? or 19?, 

2022 

Christmas Social plans to 

be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

Those of us who have lived a lot of years have seen a lot of changes in our na-
tional life but few changes have been as significant as the decline in the part 
truth plays in our national debates.  For example, in the wake of the leaked Su-

preme Court opinion overturning Roe vs. Wade, I have seen any number of 
frantic liberal politicians bemoaning the end of abortion in this country.  Of 
course this is a flat lie; all the draft opinion did was say there was nothing in the 

constitution protecting abortion--which is clearly correct--and that it was a mat-
ter for the states to decide. What are the odds of California and New York ban-

ning abortion?  Our politicians, of all stripes, routinely make statements or 
claims that are demonstrably false, but it does not seem to bother them at all.  
 

Our Confederate ancestors labor under the burden of a similar untruth.  In the 
last decade the statement "the war was fought to end slavery" has become an 

accepted truth, no matter what the facts might show.  In late 1860 and early 
1861 a constitutional amendment was proposed by a Massachusetts congress-
man and Senator Seward of New York that would prohibit any interference with 

slavery in the states in which the institution already existed.  This became what 
is known as the Corwin Amendment, and it passed both the House and the Sen-
ate two days before Lincoln was inaugurated.  In his inaugural address, Lincoln 

said he had no objection to the Corwin Amendment.  Afterwards, Lincoln wrote 
a letter to all the state governors asking them to take action to have this 

amendment ratified.  Indeed, Ohio and Maryland did in fact ratify the  Corwin 
Amendment, which, if it had gone into  effect, would  
have been the 13th Amendment.   

 
So you tell me: if the existence of slavery had been the only issue, why wouldn't 

the South have been satisfied by this amendment?  If the North--and the Great 
Emancipator--had been hell bent on getting rid of slavery forever, why would 
they have advanced and agreed to this new 

amendment?                                
 
By the way, this Corwin Amendment did not contain any termination date, so it 

is still a matter that the states could act upon.  I would be most surprised if any 
did at this date, and if a state did, the uproar over the abortion ruling would be 

nothing compared to what would happen.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Trusted Armor 

 
Dr. David Jeremiah said about the verse in II Timo-
thy 2:4, "No one engaged in warfare entangles 

himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 
please him who enlisted him as a soldier" NIV! Na-

poleon went to a very skillful workman and re-
quested a bulletproof undergarment . So, he did 
develop a no bullet proof piece and Napoleon told 

him put it on and he then  pull his pistol to shoot 
the workman who was so nervous but proved bul-

letproof! 
 
Question: "How much more has the Lord taken into 

account every one of the vital areas where a spiri-
tual wound might prove deadly to us, His chil-
dren??"  

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 

Chaplain 

George Cary Eggleston said that General Richard Ewell 
was the most accomplished curser in the Confederate 

Army, "the most violently and elaborately profane man 
I ever knew."   Eggleston said General Ewell's cursing 
was not confined to single or double oaths, but  was 

"wrought into whole sentences."  He said General 
Ewell's cursing "seemed the result of careful study and 
long practice."   

 
Eggleston said the first time he ever saw Ewell, Ewell 

was a colonel and the encounter came close to making 
it impossible for Ewell to ever become a general.  
Eggleston was on guard duty with orders to not allow 

anyone to come through the gate he was guarding.  
Ewell showed up in plain dress, with no insignia, and 

demanded entrance.  Eggleston refused and when 
Ewell advanced, Eggleston pulled his pistol, cocked it, 
and put it against Ewell's chest, demanding Ewell halt.  

The officer of the guard was summoned and stoutly 
defended Eggleston's actions, showing Ewell the order 

Ewell himself had signed stating that nobody was al-
lowed to come in the gate. To his credit, Ewell later 
sent for Eggleston, and then acknowledged Eggleston 

had acted correctly.  
 
Years later Eggleston was called before Ewell on some 

business.  The general looked at him and said "aren't 
you the man who almost shot me?"  Eggleston admit-

ted he was, whereupon Ewell said "I'm very glad you 
didn't do it."  
  

Eggleston related another anecdote about Ewell.  One 
of the chaplains was standing by General Ewell when 

the firing became quite heavy.  The chaplain said that 
as he could do not good there, the chaplain would seek 
a less exposed place.  Ewell turned on the man and 

said, “Why chaplain, you are the most inconsistent man 
I ever saw.  You say you are anxious to get to heaven 
above all things, and now you have got the best 

chance you ever had to go but you run away from it, 
just as if you would rather not make the trip.” 

 
The chaplain was not persuaded; and I am bound to 
say I am on his side. 

(Continued from page 2) 

That’s it, period, end of discussion, nothing more 
to say. Over 60,000 books written on the War and 

a Southern private sums it up in 6 words. Slavery 
was dying a natural death; the South’s trading 
partners, the intense maintenance/expense of 

slavery and mechanization would have brought it 
about. 
 

Photo:  Unknown soldier, no reference given. 
 

DTH 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Southron vs Southron 

 
Did you know every state in the Confederacy 

except for South Carolina raised at least one 
unit for the Federal Army, for a total of 55 

regiments? 
 
Possibly as many as 100,000 white, Southern 

males wore the Blue instead of the Gray as 
regular soldiers or local militia. Likewise during 

the American Revolution historians have esti-
mated that between 15 and 20 percent of the 
2.5 million whites in the colonies were Loyal-

ists to the king of England, or about 500,000 
men, women and children. This is just another 

similarity between the two wars for independ-
ence. 

 
Photo: Book cover of “Brother Against Brother” 
by Time Life Books 

 
DTH 

 

A Celebrity Descendant of a Confederate General 

 
Confederate General Elisha F. Paxton was the 2nd great-

grandfather of Bill Paxton. In the Spring of 1863 he was killed at 
the Battle of Chancellorsville while leading the famous Stonewall 

Brigade. General Paxton died the same night that General Stone-
wall Jackson was mortally wounded by friendly fire. 
 

His descendant Bill, born in Ft. Worth, 
Texas would become a famous Hollywood 

actor known as one of 2 actors to be killed 
by Aliens, The Predator and The Termina-
tor during his acting career. 

 
Posted to the Facebook page of Sons of Confederate Veterans - Alamo City 

Guards Camp #1325; shared by Defending the Heritage. 
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Hang Down Your Head 

 

On Friday, May 1, 1868, an obscure American fiddle player and Confederate veteran by the name of Thomas 
Caleb Dula (1845-1868), later better-known as Tom Dooley, met his untimely earthly demise at the age of 22 

when he died from the effects of being hanged for the murder of his fiancée, Laura Foster -- an event that 
has since come to be known as “The Murder That Sold Ten Thousand Guitars.” 

 
The following is an excerpt from the “Ballad of Tom Dooley,” the most famous murder ballad in American 
Folk-Music history, which is credited with being the song that was most influential in launching the “Folk Mu-

sic Revival” of the 1960s -- 
 

Hang down your head Tom Dooley. 
Hang down your head & cry. 
Hang down your head Tom Dooley. 

Poor boy, you’re bound to die. 
 
 Note: The original lyrics were typically sung as: 

 
“Hang your head, Tom Dula. 

Hang your head & cry. 
You killed poor Laura Foster. 
You know you’re bound to die.” 

 
Tom Dula was born on June 22, 1844 to a poor Appalachian hill-country family in Wilkes County, North Caro-

lina. Three months prior to his 18th birthday. Tom Dula enlisted in the Confederate Army. He served as a 
private in Company K, 42nd North Carolina Infantry Regiment until the War Between the States ended in 

(Continued on page 6) 
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1865. On his Confederate muster card, Thomas Dula is listed as a “Musician” & “Drummer.” 
 

Note: Various sources list Tom Dula’s year of birth as 1844, 1845, or 1846, but the year 1844 appears most 
often in the historical record -- including on the Tom Dooley historical marker that is located about a mile & a 
half from his grave in Wilkes County, North Carolina. 

 
From a young age, Tom Dula was known a ladies’ man. He & a neighbor girl, Ann Foster, were found in bed 
together by Ann’s mother when Ann was only fourteen years old. Sometime around the beginning of the 

War, Ann married James Melton. Shortly after arriving home from the War, Tom Dula resumed his relation-
ship with Ann. Given his reputation as something of a libertine, it did not take Dula long to also begin an inti-

mate relationship with Ann’s cousin Laura Foster. According to legend, Laura became pregnant shortly there-
after, & she & Dula decided to elope. On the morning that she was to meet Dula, she quietly left her home 
where she lived with her father & took off on his horse, Belle, never to be seen alive again. Sometime later, 

Laura’s decomposed body was found in a shallow grave with her legs drawn up in order for her to fit into the 
small hole. She had been stabbed through the heart. 

 
Many of the stories about the murder implicate Ann Melton in some way. Some believe that Ann may have 
killed Laura because she was still in love with Tom & was jealous that Laura was marrying him. Others be-

lieve that Tom Dula knew or suspected that Ann had murdered Laura, but because he still loved Ann he re-
fused to implicate her after he was arrested & he took the blame for the murder. Ultimately, it was Ann’s 

word that led to the discovery of Laura’s body, leading to further speculation as to her guilt. Ann’s cousin, 
Pauline Foster, testified that Ann had led her to the site of the grave one night to check that it was still well-
hidden. 

 
Witnesses testified in court that Dula made the incriminating statement that he was going to “do in” whoever 
had given him the “pox” (syphilis). Testimony indicated that Dula believed that it was Laura who had given 

him syphilis, which he had passed on to Ann. The local doctor testified that he had treated both Tom & Ann 
for syphilis, as he did Pauline Foster, who actually seems to have been the first to be treated. Many believe 

that Dula may have caught the “pox” from Pauline Foster & passed it along to the other Foster women & 
falsely believed that he caught it from Laura. 
 

Dula’s role in Laura’s slaying is unclear. After he was declared a suspect, he fled the area before her body 
was discovered -- working for a time for Colonel James Grayson under the assumed name of Tom Hall, 

across the state line in Tennessee. 
 
Even though much evidence suggested that Dula did not commit the murder, he was convicted & sentenced 

to hang. According to legend, Tom Dooley rode to the gallows in a wagon, sitting atop his own coffin, play-
ing the banjo & singing the ballad that he had written about himself whilst in jail awaiting execution -- an 
unlikely story, given that it was not reported in any of the newspaper stories of the hanging. Tom Dula’s 

banjo playing during the War Between the States is legendary, but there is no evidence that he ever played 
the banjo, so his banjo playing is, in fact, just a legend; however, he did play the fiddle -- several people tes-

tified to that, & he made one trip to the Melton cabin specifically to retrieve his fiddle. 
 
As Tom Dooley stood on the gallows facing death, he spoke for almost an hour, regaling the assembled mul-

titudes with tales about his childhood, about politics, & about all of the people who had perjured themselves 
at his trial. He neither confessed to the murder nor exonerated Ann Melton. He is reported to have said, 

“Gentlemen, do you see this hand? I didn’t harm a hair on the girl’s head.” He also admonished the young 
men in the audience to “stay clear of fiddlin’, women, & whiskey.” Allegedly, Tom Dooley’s last words were, 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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“You have such a nice clean rope, I ought to have washed my neck.” 
 

Despite the legend that Tom Dooley wrote his own murder ballad, the composition is generally credited to a 
local poet named Thomas Land. Several recordings were made of the song in the 20th Century, with the first 
in 1929 by a group called “Grayson & Whitter.” The most popular & well-known version, recorded by The 

Kingston Trio in 1958, sold over six million copies & is widely credited with initiating the “Folk Music Revival” 
of the 1960s. 
 

The Kingston Trio’s 1958 recording of “Tom Dooley” had an unprecedented impact on American musical 
tastes. The Kingston Trio sold nearly six million copies of “Hang Down Your Head, Tom Dooley,” found them-

selves on the cover of Life Magazine, & won the first Grammy ever awarded for a Country & Western Per-
formance. Between 1958 & the 1964 British Invasion, Folk songs & original songs in the style of Folk songs 
experienced unprecedented popularity. At one point in the 1960s, the Kingston Trio had four of top 10 selling 

albums in the nation at the same time -- a feat never duplicated even by the Beatles. One measure of the 
impact of the Folk Revival is the fact that in 1963 guitars outsold pianos in the United States for the first time 

in the 20th Century. 
 
Hang Down Your Head, Tom Dooley has been named by the Grammy Foundation as one of the “Songs of 

the Century.” 
 

Submitted for your approval is the following information, which we have discovered whilst perusing many a 
quaint & curious volume of forgotten lore: 
 

Note that the Ballad of Tom Dooley contains the following verse: 
 
Come this time tomorrow, 

Reckon where I’ll be? 
If it hadn’t have been for Grayson, 

I’d have been in Tennessee. 
 
Also note that the name “Grayson” mentioned in this verse refers to Colonel James Grayson (1833–1901), a 

Union Army officer who helped to organize an anti-Confederate uprising in Carter County, Tennessee at the 
outbreak of the War Between the States & who later aided in the capture of Tom Dula. 

 
It is curiously interesting that fiddler Gilliam Banmon Grayson (1887-1930), who sings & plays the fiddle on 
the first-ever recording of Tom Dooley by Grayson & Whitter in 1929, is a nephew of the Colonel Grayson 

who is mentioned in the ballad; therefore, in the recording Gilliam is singing about his own uncle’s part in the 
story of Tom Dula. 
 

The left-hand photograph supposedly depicts a Confederate soldier who is alleged to be Thomas Caleb Dula, 
although historians have so far been unable to authenticate the photograph with any great degree of cer-

tainty. The right-hand photograph depicts the cover-sleeve art of the Kingston Trio’s 1958 seven-inch, 45-
rpm single recording of “Tom Dooley.”  Editor’s Note:  Michael C. Hardy, a historian (sort of a Grady Howell 
of the Carolinas) has posted  his educated opinion that the photo above is NOT Dula. 
 
Posted to the Facebook page of Buttermilk Junction; shared by H. Grady Howell, Jr., Historian & Author. 

 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Editor’s note:  This sounds to me like something today’s politician’s would do. 
 

An Abuse of Power 

 
On May 5, 1863, one of the craziest abuses of power ever was perpetrated. 

 
At 2:30 am, Union soldiers under the command of General Ambrose Burnside knocked down the 
doors of Ohio U.S. Congressman Clement L. Vallandigham’s Dayton home, arrested him without a 

warrant and threw him into a military prison in Cincinnati. 
 

In the years leading up to the American Civil War, 
Vallandigham was a staunch opponent to war to set-
tle the differences between the North and the South. 

He believed that President Abraham Lincoln should 
let the South secede rather than use violence to keep 

the nation together. Vallandigham was one of Lin-
coln's most outspoken critics and the leading Peace 

Democrat in Ohio. 
 
In April 1863, General Ambrose Burnside, com-

mander of the Department of the Ohio, issued Gen-
eral Order No. 38. Burnside placed his headquarters 

in Cincinnati. Located on the Ohio River, just north of 
the slave state of Kentucky, Cincinnati had a number 

of residents sympathetic to the Confederacy. Burn-
side hoped to intimidate Confederate sympathizers 
with General Order No. 38. 

 
General Order No. 38 stated: 

 
"The habit of declaring sympathy for the enemy will 

not be allowed in this department. Persons committing such offenses will be at once arrested with 

a view of being tried. . .or sent beyond our lines into the lines of their friends. It must be under-
stood that treason, expressed or implied, will not be tolerated in this department." 

 
Burnside also declared that, in certain cases, violations of General Order No. 38 could result in 

death. Burnside apparently was not familiar with the First Amendment to the US Constitution. 
 
Vallandigham helped organize a rally for the Democratic Party at Mount Vernon, Ohio, held on 

May 1, 1863. Peace Democrats Vallandigham, Samuel Cox, and George Pendleton all delivered 
speeches denouncing General Order No. 38. Vallandigham was so opposed to the order that he 

allegedly said that he "despised it, spit upon it, trampled it under his feet." He also supposedly 
encouraged his fellow Peace Democrats to openly resist Burnside. Vallandigham went on to chas-

tise President Lincoln for not seeking a peaceable and immediate end to the Civil War and for al-
lowing General Burnside to throw out citizen's rights under a free government. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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In attendance at the Mount Vernon rally were two army officers under Burnside's command. They 

reported to Burnside that Vallandigham had violated General Order No. 38. The general ordered 
his immediate arrest. On May 5, 1863, a company of soldiers arrested Vallandigham at his home 

in Dayton and brought him to Cincinnati to stand trial. 
 
He was later charged with by U.S. General Ambrose Burnside for “Publicly expressing, in violation 

of General Orders No. 38, from Head-quarters Department of Ohio, sympathy for those in arms 
against the Government of the United States, and declaring disloyal sentiments and opinions, with 

the object and purpose of weakening the power of the Government in its efforts to suppress an 
unlawful rebellion.” A military tribunal heard the case, and Vallandigham offered no serious de-
fense against the charges. He contended that military courts had no jurisdiction over his case. 

The tribunal found Vallandigham guilty and sentenced him to remain in a United States prison for 
the remainder of the war. 

 
Vallandigham's attorney, George Pugh, appealed the tribunal's decision to Humphrey Leavitt, a 

judge on the federal circuit court. Pugh, like his client, claimed that the military court did not have 
proper jurisdiction in this case and had violated Vallandigham's constitutional rights. Judge Leavitt 
rejected Vallandigham's argument. He agreed with General Burnside that military authority was 

necessary during a time of war to ensure that “opponents to the United States Constitution would 
not succeed in overthrowing the Constitution and the rights that it guaranteed United States citi-

zens.” (Whaaat? Read that again…) 
 

As a result of Leavitt's decision, authorities were to send Vallandigham to federal prison. President 
Lincoln feared that Peace Democrats across the Union might rise up to prevent Vallandigham's 
detention. The president commuted Vallandigham's sentence to exile in the Confederacy. On May 

25, Burnside sent Vallandigham into Confederate lines. 
 

All of this was illegal and unconstitutional. And to the best of our knowledge, Martial Law had not 
been implemented in Ohio. 
 

Congressman Vallandigham was used as an example by Lincoln, as to what would happen to 
those in his government that dare oppose him. Lincoln declared that all secessionists and “peace 

advocates” were traitors who did not deserve protection of federal laws… Lincoln’s federal army 
arrested over 38,000+ citizens of union states without warrant for being merely “accused” of dis-

agreeing with his policies. 
 
Photo: Clement L. Vallandigham, Presbyterian Minister, Abolitionist, and Ohio Congressman 

 
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Clement_Vallandigham  

 
From the Facebook page of Robert E. Lee Camp 1640, Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Jubal Early on the Confederate Soldier 
 
"I believe that the world never produced a body of men superior in courage, pa-

triotism and endurance to the private soldiers of the Confederate Armies. 
 
I have repeatedly seen these soldiers submit with cheerfulness to privations and 

hardships which would appear to be almost incredible; and the wild cheers of our 
brave men (which was so different from the studied huzzahs of the Yankees) 

when their lines sent back opposing hosts of Federal troops, staggering, reeling 
and flying, have often thrilled every fiber of my heart. 
 

I have seen with my own eyes ragged, barefooted and hungry Confederate sol-
diers perform deed which if performed in days of yore by mailed warriors in glit-
tering armor, would have inspired the harp of the minstrel and the pen of the 

poet." Lt. Gen. Jubal Anderson Early 
 

DTH 

Private George Samuel Wilson 

 
Pvt. George Samuel Wilson, "Burt Avengers", Company I, 39th Missis-

sippi Infantry. Wilson enlisted in Jackson, Mississippi on 15 March 
1862. He became a POW when Port Hudson, Louisiana capitulated to 

Federal forces in July 1863. For a time in 1864, he deserted, but later 
returned to his regiment. He was surrendered at the end of the war 
in Jackson, Mississippi in 1865. 

 
Posted on Facebook by Mississippi Confederate Images and shared 

by H. Grady Howell, Jr., Historian & Author. 
 

Lost at Gettysburg 
 

When Robert E. Lee decided to take the war far into enemy territory, fifty-one other generals accompanied 

him across the Pennsylvania state line. Returning to a relatively safe position in Virginia after Gettysburg, the 
commander of the Army of Northern Virginia had only thirty-four generals with him.  
 

To see a video that covers all of the fallen Confederate General Officers: 
http://youtu.be/tO-5LVfXjWI 
 

DTH 
 

https://youtu.be/tO-5LVfXjWI?fbclid=IwAR2y0E41kFnjTtWov-nbaalwl8qWGQMilkdkgteaLXkCUhxXsCLZolga_6Y


11 

Reveille 

dren will be bridled with a federal bit, that will deem how and if they may apply the gospel of Christ to them-
selves, their families and their communities. Whether or not the land of their forefathers may be deceitfully 

taken from them through taxation and coercion. A day where only the interests of the northern wealthy will 
be shouldered by the broken and destitute bodies of the southern poor. This my darling wife, is what keeps 
me here in this arena of destruction and death.” 

 
From the Facebook page of the Robert E. Lee Camp 1640, Sons of Confederate Veterans 
 

(no credit or reference information given for image used) 

(Continued from page 12) 

The meme below was posted to Facebook by a Facebook friend of mine, Roy butts,, who is a 

good Confederate from Georgia. ~ Editor 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

A question about the Yankees 

this month:  What famous 

Union commander lost every 

battle, campaign , and engage-

ment his command was in? 

 

April’s question asked: 

For diarrhea or malaria, what 

was the Confederate field 

cure?  
 

The answer:   
Tea made from the bark of 

either slippery elm, sweet gum 

or dogwood . 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

Why the Confederate Soldier Fought 

 
“I am 82 years of age. My grandfather served the Confederacy under North Caro-

lina Gen. J. Johnston Pettigrew. He died at the Battle of Gettysburg. I will allow his 
thoughts, written to my grandmother just a couple of weeks prior to that battle, to 
speak for themselves.” Jefferson Smith 

 
“My lovely wife. I do so miss 

you, and the life we have there 
on the small plot of land God 
has given us. More and more, it 

seems that my thoughts are 
drifting back there to reside 
with you. Yet, as badly as I de-

sire to be back home, it is for 
home for which I deem it best 

for my presence here with these 
other men. 
 

“The proclamation by the Lin-
coln administration six months 

prior may appear noble. Were I 
here in these conditions, simply 
to keep another man in bond-

age, I would most certainly walk 
away into the night and return 

unto you. God knows my heart, 
and the hearts of others here 
amongst me. We know what is 

at stake here, and the true rea-
son for this contest that re-
quires the spilling of the blood 

of fellow citizens. 
 

“Our collective fear is nearly 
universal. This war, if it is lost, will see ripples carry forward for five, six, seven or 
more generations. I scruple not to believe, as do the others, that the very nature 

of this country will be forever dispirited. That one day, our great-great grandchil-

(Continued on page 11) 


