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Rebel Ramblings
by Robert Murphree

If there was any area where our Confederate ancestors did more with less
than on the water, I am not familiar with it. Consider that the South had no
naval tradition, no naval assets, no real shipyards, few sailors, no facilities for
manufacturing all the ingredients for naval vessels, indeed none of the items
needed to establish a navy.

Consider too that in 1861 the U. S. Navy had still not finally made the transi-
tion from sail to steam, and had not begun the more important change from
wood to iron ships. The South had no navy of any kind, and in the ensuing
years showed tremendous resourcefulness, ingenuity, and initiative. The
South had to improvise from day one, but alas the North had so much more to
improvise with.

When the guns had stopped firing at Fort Sumter, the U. S. Navy had some
ninety ships, of which more than half were sailing vessels. Of the forty steam
vessels, most were tied up in need of repairs. The pride of the U. S. Navy
was its five steam frigates, wooden vessels but with a particularly heavy arma-
ment, forty 9 inch rifles. None of the five could be operated. (Within a year
the number of workers in northern naval yards increased from 4,000 to
17,000, building some 200 ships for the Yankee navy in three years. Another
400 ships were purchased from private yards.)

Of particular interest to us the Merrimac. When the war began this ship was
tied up at Norfolk navy yard with her engines inoperable. When the Confeder-
ates took over the navy facility, the departing Yankees set the ship on fire and
scuttled her. Confederate engineers were able to raise the ship with little ef-
fort and found only the upper works damaged by the fire.

From the remains of the old Merrimac the Confederates began to build a ves-
sel unlike any ever made before. The deck was cut down and a citadel with
sloping sides was built on top of the new deck. The walls of this citadel were
made of oak and pine two feet thick, and on top of this wood was placed
sheets of iron two inches thick. The citadel had openings for ten guns and a
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Calendar

November 25, 2014
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at thg
Municipal Art Gallery

]
December 16?, 2014
Camp Christmas Cele
bration

||
January 27, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

| |

February 24, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at the
Municipal Art Gallery

March 24, 2015
Regular meeting of
Camp 635 at thg
Municipal Art Gallery
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Chaplain’s Dispatch

Dear Friends and Compatriots:

Living as a "“Slave” to Sins!

The slaves in Texas in 1863 did not know they
were free until two years later. By not knowing,
they were still living in bondage. Others how-
ever, did get the word about their freedom and
still chose to stay on at plantations because this
is all they had ever known. Romans 6 speaks of
God’s Amazing Grace that is greater than all our
sins. Realize in Jesus you are free! I challenge
you to go back and read verses 6,11.13 of that
chapter. Celebrate your freedom in Jesus today.

Sincerely,

Rev. Glenn D. Shows
Chaplain

(Continued from page 2)
top of open grating, admitting light and air to the
gun platform.

Unfortunately, no amount of energy and ingenuity
could change the fact the ship's engines had been
in poor shape to begin with, and had not been
improved at all by being under salt water for sev-
eral weeks. These engines proved to be the ves-
sel's Achilles' heel, as lack of power made the ship
very slow and extremely hard to steer.

This new ship got a new name: the CSS Virginia.
Her career was short, but eventful, and next
month we will take a look at a vessel that revolu-
tionized naval warfare in just two short days of
actual combat.

Non-partisan Observations on Politics

The problem with political jokes is they get
elected. ~Henry Cate, VII~

We hang the petty thieves and appoint the
great ones to public office. ~Aesop~

If we got one-tenth of what was promised to
us in these State of the Union speeches, there
wouldn't be any inducement to go to heaven.
~Will Rogers

Why pay money to have your family tree
traced; go into politics and your opponents will
do it for you. ~Author unknown~

Politicians are people who, when they see light
at the end of the tunnel, go out and buy some
more tunnel. ~John Quinton~

Instead of giving a politician the keys to the
city, it might be better to change the locks.
~Doug Larson~

(Continued from page 4)

the North, a section which had relentlessly agitated the
bonds of Union over the previous eighty years.

6. Lincoln began polling his cabinet the week after
taking office about provisioning Fort Sumter. All ex-
cept his Postmaster General were against the move.
Lincoln supported sending a fleet knowing it would
lead to war. As he later wrote in his diary, the action
had the desired effect. The South fired first and Lincoln
could call for troops by insisting the South started the
War.

7. The highest ranking general officer in the United
States, Winfield Scott, argued against any action that
might incite violence. He was quickly dispatched from
any advisory councils and later made irrelevant by the
Lincoln administration.

And for my part, I always have to point out that others
in Lincoln’s administration admitted that Lincoln’s
publicly-unstated reason for waging war on the South
was to prevent the loss of the region from which the
bulk of the income to the federal treasury came as a
result of taxes having real impact only in the South.

Read the original blog article at: http://
www.abbevilleinstitute.org/blog/what-would-lincoln-
do/
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Trivia Question:
This month’s question
asks:
Who was the first Con-
federate General to be

killed in the war?

October’s
asked:

The term “dragoon” was
not formally used as a
military descriptor in the
WBTS; however, there
were dragoons. What is a
dragoon?

question

The answer:

A “dragoon” was a
mounted infantryman—a
soldier who traveled on
horseback but fought on
foot.

Commander S

Commander Jackson has no column this month

Lincoln: Hardcore Politician, NOT a Great Leader
by Wayne Anderson

Modern-day historians, politicians, and even textbook authors laud Lincoln for his
leadership in “troubled times” and for his “compassion for enslaved persons” ex-
pressed via the Emancipation Proclamation. If you’re starting with a philosophy of
never showing a national figure in a bad light, I guess that’s how you do it—cite only
his traits and actions that appear positive. However, if you want to characterize Lin-
coln in a truer light, the following examples of his “leadership” must be considered.
These were taken from the Facebook page of “Defending the Heritage” and a length-
ier discussion can be found at the web site for the original source essay (see end of
article).

1. Lincoln privately wrote Republican Senators urging them to reject all compromise
measures, including the famous Crittenden Compromise of 1860.

2. Lincoln publically insisted that compromise was not an option in several speeches
before his inauguration.

3. Lincoln refused to meet with commissioners from several Southern States who
were sent to Washington in an effort to settle issues related to federal property and
debt. He, in fact, wanted Secretary of State Seward to feign sick to stall negotiations.
He did and negotiations never took place.

4. Lincoln ignored the Washington D.C. Peace Conference of January 1861, con-
vened by some of the most respected men in the United States for the express purpose
of avoiding war.

5. Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address was combative and defiant and placed the bur-
den of compromise on the South, a section which had already left the Union, and not
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