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The October meeting was a program 

by Robert Murphree and Billy Ellis 

discussing and displaying some Civil 

War related battlefield relics.   

The next meeting will feature a presen-

tation by Compatriot Bill Hinson from 

the Pearl Camp talking about his book 

Chiseled in Stone:  Mississippi’s Con-

federate Monuments.  I expect Bill will 

have copies to sell. 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

When:  November 25, 2019,  6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

November Meeting 

“Chiseled in Stone” 

October Meeting 
Report 
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Battlefield Relics 

 
 
 
 
 
 

W ith my whole 
heart have I 

sought thee: O let me 
not wander from thy 
commandments. 

T hy word have I 
hid in mine heart, 

that I might not sin 
against thee. 

B lessed art thou, O 
Lord: teach me thy 

statutes. 

W ith my lips have 
I declared all the 

judgments of thy 
mouth. 

I  have rejoiced in the 
way of thy testimo-

nies, as much as in all 
riches. 

I  will meditate in 
thy precepts, and 

have respect unto thy 
ways. 

I  will delight myself 
in thy statutes: I 

will not forget thy 
word. 

 
Psalm 119:10-16 

(KJV) 
 

WHAT WOULD THEY DO 

WITHOUT US??? 
 

In spite of our heritage and culture 

being continually slandered, South-
erners have always taken the lead in 

the military defense of the reunited 
country as well as before the War for 
Southern Independence. During the 

Korean War alone thirty two of the 
seventy eight Medals of Honor went 

to Southerners.  
 

During the war with Mexico the North 

provided 23,054 soldiers, while the 
South provided 43,630.  
 

During the War of 1812, the North 
provided 58,552 troops while the 
South gave 96,812. This was accom-

plished while New Englanders were 
providing beef to British Soldiers in 
Canada and threatening secession 

over the war (peace with England at 
any price, while Washington DC lay in 

ashes).  

(Continued on page 8) 



2 

Reveille 

Calendar 

November 25, 2019 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

December 16?, 2019 

Annual Christmas Social  

of Camp 635 at the Ma-

sonic Lodge, Madison, 

MS 

 

January 27, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

February 24, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

March 23, 2020 

Regular meeting of Camp 

635 at the Masonic 

Lodge, Madison, MS 

 

April 26, 2020 

Confederate Memorial 

Day observation at 

Greenwood Cemetery. 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

 
When I got home from giving the program the other night my wife asked how 
did it go and I replied "I think the talk was a bit short."  She replied "Well 

those men caught a break."  A prophet is without honor in his own country.  
 
But we were talking about how much the South relied upon supplies that came 

in through the Union blockade, and I recited statistics to show how the block-
ade was not very effective until the last six months of the war.  Up until that 

period of time a blockade runner's chance of making a safe run were really 
fairly good. 
 

One of the first blockade runners to bring real material aid to the South was a 
ship called the Fingal.   This was a British ship that was purchased for the 

Confederate government by agents in England.  A great deal of trouble was 
taken to keep the ship's mission secret from 
both the British government and Union spies.  

 
In October, 1861, the ship was loaded to run the blockade, and I describe her 
cargo in detail to give you an idea of how important such ships were to the 

Southern war effort.  This one ship was loaded with 11,000 Enfield rifles, 
24,000 pounds of gunpowder,  500,000 cartridges, a million percussion caps, 

two Blakely cannons,  seven tons of shells, and almost 10,000 yards of blan-
ket.     The ship departed from England and after stopping at Bermuda made 
it safely into Savannah.  This voyage was a great boost to Confederate morale 

as it showed that their government was trying to give the  Southern soldiers 
modern arms. 

 
Despite the obvious success of this voyage, the Confederate government gave 
little thought to purchasing other vessels in the fall of 1861, choosing instead 

to rely upon the success of the King Cotton diplomacy.   I mentioned the other 
night what a tremendous carry over from the large 1860 crop that England 
had, almost a whole year's worth of cotton for use in English mills.   Thus the 

South picked a bad time to try to make the English bow down to King Cotton, 
and when the pinch was finally felt other events were moving in the direction 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

What Reminds Us to Help Others? 
 

Presently I read that Abraham Lincoln death in 
1865, they found in his pockets: two spectacles, a 

Len polisher, a pocketknife, watch fob, a handker-
chief, a leather wallet that contain a five dollar Con-
federate bill!  

 
Why? Maybe he needed a reminder of southern 

needs like Roman 15:2, "each of us should please 
our neighbors for their good, to build them up" 
NIV! What is in your wallet?! 

 
 

  Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

of the North. 
 

For the rest of the war the Confederate chose to 
rely upon leasing space in private vessels, versus 
owning its owns ships, to bring in the munitions 

and supplies its armies needed.  You have to view 
this failure to purchase  government vessels, 
where the cargoes would have been controlled 

exclusively by the Confederate government, as 
another missed opportunity for our side.        

   
I have written before of what a blow to the Con-
federacy the loss of New Orleans in early 1862 

was.   Here are some figures that show what a 
busy place New Orleans was.  In the last year 

before secession New Orleans exported 107  mil-
lion of goods and imported 20 million.  Second 
was Mobile,  and it exported 38 million of goods 

and imported little.  Third was Charleston, and it 
exported 21 million worth of goods and imported 

1.5 million.  Savannah was next exporting 18 mil-
lion of goods while it imported little.  Galveston 
and Norfolk were next in that order, but the fig-

ures for those two ports were negligible.  
    

(Continued from page 2) 

With that volume of trade moving through the port you 

can where New Orleans not only had the infrastructure 
to support this immense amount of business, but the 

shops, factories, and craftsmen necessary to carrying 
out this amount of movement.  The loss of this asset 
was a real blow, one which in retrospect the Confeder-

acy did little to prevent.  Of course hind sight is 20-20 
but if the authorities had put half the work into protect-
ing New Orleans that they did for Richmond, perhaps 

matters would have worked out better.   A few years 
ago Joe Tubb and I went to see Fort Jackson, on the 

Mississippi River below New Orleans, and as I stood on 
its walls looking at that broad river, I had to wonder 
how the men charged with protecting New Orleans 

could have thought that fort would stop a powerful 
fleet from passing up river.   

LINCOLN’S LIES 
 

Steven Spielberg may believe it but it just ain’t true. It 
is White historians and Hollywood mythmakers who so 

desperately needed to find an American Jesus to die for 
America’s racial sins. It is they who have made Lincoln 

into something he never was or wanted to be—a mar-
tyr on behalf of Black people. 
 

Lincoln himself was never hesitant to express his ha-
tred of Black people, like when he said, “As the Negro 
is to the White man so is the crocodile to the Negro 

and as the Negro may rightfully treat the crocodile as a 
beast or a reptile so may the White man treat the Ne-
gro as a beast or a reptile.” 
 

Sources: Lerone Bennett, Jr., Forced into Glory (2007); 
NOI Research Group, “Lincoln, Lies, and Black Folk,” 

Pts. 1 and 2, The Final Call, Nov 27 & Dec. 6, 2012 
 

DTH 
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A Most Precise Explanation of the Cause of the War 

 
The following statement comes from Confederate Naval 

officer Raphael Semmes to Captain Hillyar of the British 
Navy in 1861: 
 

“The North used the machinery of government, in which 
they had majority power, to enrich the North and despoil 

the South. They imposed the tariff which reduced the 
South to a dependent colonial condition like the Roman 
provinces. The only difference being that the North falsely 

claimed to be operating under law. Slavery had nothing to 
do with the war, the hypocritical Yankees care nothing of 
the Negroes. The slavery issue is only a by-play, a device 

to cover Northern grasp for empire—power. The North only 
began the slavery agitation when they began to rob the 

South by raising the tariff. The slavery issue was only a 
diversion, it was no more than an implement used by a 
robber to rob the South. Finally, realizing the North would 

never treat us fairly, the South withdrew from the Union. 
We merely want to be independent. We are fighting for our 

independence because the North does not want to lose their milk cow and has attacked us, to forcibly hold 
us to pay their bills.” 
 

From the Facebook page of Lt. General John C. Pemberton - Sons of Confederate Veterans - Camp 1354, 
shared by Marc Allen. 

1776—1861—Today: 

A Short Editorial 
by Robert of Defending the Heritage Facebook Page 

 
THE PROBLEMS THAT LED TO THE WAR are the same problems we 
have today, big intrusive government with its tentacles intruding into 

every facet of our lives. 
 

The reason we don’t face another civil uprising is because most of to-
day’s Americans don’t have the spirit of liberty and constitutional re-
spect that our ancestors did; and today real leadership is not only in 

short supply, it’s virtually non-existent. 
 

Photo: Confederate soldier William M. Hogsett of Texas with a double-
barreled shotgun. 
 

DTH 
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Private Barry Benson 
 

Friends, every time I read the attached words of Private Barry Benson, my heart 
seems to go to a place so surreal that it defies imaginings. I offer you his words 

and image. The Old General 
 
"Who knows but it may be given to us, after this life, to meet again in the old 

quarters, to play chess and draughts, to get up soon to answer the morning roll 
call, to fall in at the tap of the drum for drill and dress parade, and again to hast-

ily don our war gear while the monotonous patterns of the long roll summons to 
battle? Who knows but again the old flags, ragged and torn, snapping in the 
wind, may face each other and flutter, pursuing and pursued, while the cries of 

victory fill a summer day? And after the battle, the wounded and slain will arise 
and all will meet together under the two flags, all sound 
and well and there will be talking and laughter; and 

cheers, and all will say, "Did it not seem real? Was it not as in the old days?…" - Pvt. 
Berry Benson, 1st South Carolina Rifles Regiment. 

 
From a Facebook post by David Chaltas  (pictured at right) who specializes in an im-
pression of Robert E. Lee at reenactments and other WBTS events. 

The Northern Attitude Toward Race You Never Hear About 

 
Ohio Republican Senator John Sherman, (brother of William T. 

Sherman): “We do not like the Negroes. We do not disguise our 
dislike…..The whole people of the Northwestern states are op-
posed to having many Negroes among them and that principle or 

prejudice has been engraved in the legislation for nearly all of the 
Northwestern states.” 

 
Lyman Trumbull, Senator from Illinois stated that: “We, the Re-
publican Party, are the white man’s party. We are for the free 

white man and for making white labor acceptable and honorable, 
which it can never be, when the Negro slave labor is brought into 
competition with it.” 

 
Photo: Black Confederate 

 
DTH 

"Remember that we gallop toward the enemy, and trot away always.”  
—JEB Stuart 

 

DTH 
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FIRST PERSON ACCOUNT ON THOSE DAYS FOLLOWING EMANCIPATION… 

 
“The negro is constitutionally loyal to his obligations as he understands them, and his attachments, both local 

and personal, are uncommonly strong. He speedily forgets an injury, but never a kindness, and so he was 
not likely to rise in arms against the helpless women and children whom he had known intimately and loved 
almost reverentially from childhood, however strongly he desired the freedom which such a rising would se-

cure to him. 
 

“It was a failure to appreciate these peculiarities of the negro character which led John Brown into the mis-
take that cost him his life. Nothing is plainer than that he miscalculated the difficulty of exciting the colored 
people to insurrection. He went to Harper's Ferry, confident that when he should declare his purposes, the 

negroes would flock to his standard and speedily crown his effort with success. They remained quietly at 
work instead, many of them 
hoping, doubtless, that 

freedom for themselves and 
their fellows might some-

how be wrought out, but 
they were wholly unwilling 
to make the necessary war 

upon the whites to whom 
they were attached by the 

strongest possible bonds of 
affection. And so through-
out the war they acted after 

their kind, waiting for the 
issue with the great, calm 

patience which is their most 
universal characteristic. 
 

“When the war ended, leav-
ing everything in confusion, 
the poor blacks hardly knew 

what to do, but upon the 
whole they acted with great 

modesty, much considera-
tion for their masters, and 
singular wisdom. A few de-

praved ones took to bad 
courses at once, but their number was remarkably small. Some others, with visionary notions, betook them-

selves to the cities in search of easier and more profitable work than any they had ever done, and many of 
these suffered severely from want before they found employment again. The great majority waited patiently 
for things to adjust themselves in their new conditions, going on with their work meanwhile, and conducting 

themselves with remarkable modesty. I saw much of them at this time, and I heard of no case in which a 
negro voluntarily reminded his master of the changed relations existing between them, or in any other way 
offended against the strictest rules of propriety. 

 
“At my own home the master of the mansion assembled his negroes immediately after the surrender; told 

them they were free, and under no obligation whatever to work for him; and explained to them the difficulty 
he found in deciding what kind of terms he ought to offer them, inasmuch as he was wholly ignorant upon 
the subject of the wages of agricultural laborers. He told them, however, that if they wished to go on with 

(Continued on page 7) 

Emancipated Blacks 
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the crop, he would give them provisions and clothing as before, and at the end of the year would pay them as 
high a rate of wages as any paid in the neighborhood. To this every negro on the place agreed, all of them 

protesting that they wanted no better terms than for their master to give them at the end of the year whatever 
he thought they had earned. They lost not an hour from their work, and the life upon the plantation under-
went no change whatever until its master was forced by a pressure of debt to sell his land. I give the history of 

the adjustment on this plantation as a fair example of the way in which ex-masters and ex-slaves were dis-
posed to deal with each other. 
 

“There were cases in which no such harmonious adjustment could be effected, but, so far as my observation 
extended, these were exceptions to the common rule, and even now, after a lapse of nine years, a very large 

proportion of the negroes remain, either as hired laborers or as renters of small farms, on the plantations on 
which they were born.” 
 

Source: “A Rebel's Recollections” by George Cary Eggleston, published 1875, page 256-260 To read more go 
to the free ebook at this link: http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/eggleston/menu.html 

 
DTH 

(Continued from page 6) 



8 

Reveille 

WHY DID THE CONFEDERATE SOLDIER FIGHT? 

 
FORMER CONFEDERATE OFFICER AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE UNITED CONFEDERATE 

VETERANS EXPLAINED WHY SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH ON MAY 28TH, 1908. 
 

"It has not seemed the whole truth to me that 
the Confederate soldier went into battle to vin-
dicate a constitutional argument.  He went to 

war because he loved his people, because his 
country was invaded, because his heart was 

throbbing for his hearthstone. Here was the 
land which gave him birth; here was his child-
hood's home; here were the graves of his 

dead; here was the church spire where he had 
learned it was not all of life to live nor all of 

death to die.  No hostile foot should ever tread 
this consecrated ground except over his dead 

body. It was the prospect of invasion that 
made the men of the border States with bleed-
ing hearts go and cast their lot with the Con-

federacy.  He who could have expected a Lee 
to do battle against Virginia or a Hampton to 

draw his sword against South Carolina has 
never learned the language of the human 

heart. Nothing but the most devoted love of 
country could ever have sustained the Confed-
erate soldier in his unequal and terrible strug-

gle.  It was not necessary to find a reward for the Confederate soldier in unexpected good results of 
the great conflict. The reward of noble actions lies in the capacity to do them.  The Confederate sol-

dier who fought with unflinching courage had the reward of being a brave man. He who loved his 
country had the reward of being a true patriot.  He who faced the cannon's mouth for those he 
loved dearer than life had the reward of being a hero.  He who was faithful unto death had the re-

ward of a stainless honor.  What other course could a Southerner have taken?" 
 

From Facebook:  SC Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp #1026, Horry Rough and Readys 

 
Black and white Southerners fought side by side during the Revolutionary War, at the Battle of New Or-

leans and again 46 years later for Southern Independence.  
 

“New England, which had been too “conscientious” to defend the national honor in the war with Great Brit-

ain, poured out almost her whole population to aid the extermination of a (Southern) people…” Edward A. 
Pollard editor of the Richmond Examiner. 
 

DTH 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Marxist in the Union Army during the American Civil War 

 
As Marx pointed out in his Press article of March 26, 1862, the 

"considerable mass of military experience that emigrated to 
America" was of great help to the Union armies. Many immigrant 
officers recruited, organized, trained and commanded Northern 

troops. A considerable number of them attained high rank. 
 

Among the foreign-born officers who were brevetted Union gen-
erals, there were at least ten Scots, six Canadians, five Hungari-
ans and five French, and one each from Italy, Poland, Russia, 

Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. There were also twenty-four 
generals born in England and Wales, and twenty-seven in Ire-
land. 

 
But it was the Germans who contributed the largest contingent to the Union forces. Many of the German-born 

officers WERE RADICALS WHOM MARX KNEW PERSONALLY. Among them were the Union colonels Friedrich 
Anneke, Friedrich Franz Hecker, and Joseph Weydemeyer —the latter, who commanded in St. Louis, Mo., an 
especially close friend of Marx. 

 
Among the generals whom Marx had known in their days as GERMAN REVOLUTIONISTS were Louis Blenker, 

who commanded a division in the Army of the Potomac; Alexander Schimmelfennig, who fought at Bull Run, 
Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg; Carl Schurz, who commanded a division at Bull Run and an Army Corps at 
Nashville; Franz Sigel, who saw service at Bull Run and in Missouri; and August Willich, who commanded a bri-

gade in Ohio. 
 

Marx was later to become a comrade of the French-born General Gustave Paul Clusseret, a Paris Communard 
in 1871, who served under both McClellan and Fremont. Altogether, at least forty German-born officers, 
among them a number of German Jews, saw war duty on the side of the North and attained the rank of brevet 

general. – 
 
Source: Karl Marx On America & The Civil War (pg. xxiv) 

Photo: Karl Marx and Lincoln 
 

DTH 

SAINTHOOD STARTS EARLY FOR LINCOLN: 
 

For a president whose cabinet Senators were in the habit of referring to him as: "The baboon at the other end 
of the avenue." and "That damned idiot in the White House;" things sure changed quickly after his death. 

Ward H. Lamon, a close friend of Lincoln’s who knew him in the days of Lincoln's poverty and insignificance 
through the days of his power and presidency, wrote in his biography of Lincoln the following: 

 
"For days and nights after the President's death it was considered treason to be seen in public with a smile on 
your face. Men, who ventured to doubt the ineffable purity and saintliness of Lincoln's character, were pursued 

by mobs of men, beaten to death with paving stones, or strung up by the neck to lamp posts until dead." Ward 
H. Lamon, close friend of Lincoln 

 

Source: “Facts and Falsehoods Concerning the War on the South 1861-1865” By George Edmonds, 1904. 
 
DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 

This month’s question asks: 

A pre-war question:  Where 

did the US Army first as-

sign Robert E. Lee after his 

graduation from West 

Point? 

  

October’s question asked: 

What was known as 

"Bragg's Body Guard"? 

 

The answer: 

In the AoT that was the 

nickname for body lice. 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

Mary Anna Randolph Custis Lee 

 
Although confined to a wheelchair and in nearly constant pain, Mrs. Lee worked 

hard to support her husband and the Confederate war effort. Throughout the 
war, she and her daughters knitted socks for Confederate soldiers, which she 
sent to her husband by the hundreds to distribute to his men. 

 
Mary Lee did visit Arlington a few months before her death in 1873. Unable to 

get out of the carriage, someone brought her a drink of water from the well. “I 
rode out to my dear old home but so changed it seemed but a dream of the 
past—I could not have realized it was Arlington but for the few old oaks they had 

spared & the trees planted by the Genl and myself which are raising their tall 
branches to the Heaven which seems to smile on the desecration around them.” 
 

Mary Anna Randolph Custis Lee died on November 5, 1873 at the age of 66. She 
is buried next to her husband on the Washington & Lee campus in Lexington, 

Virginia 
 
Photo: 1866; Mary Anna Randolph Custis Lee. 

 
DTH 


