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In conformance with the recommenda-

tions on corona virus avoidance, no 

meeting was held. 

As with past months, neither Ron Stow-

ers nor I have heard of any plans from 

Commander Jackson for a meeting in 

September so we presume there will be 

none since the COVID-19 cautions are 

still in place.  If and when a decision is 

made to resume meeting, I will notify 

everyone.  
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A nd Jesus said unto 
them, See ye not all 

these things? verily I say unto 
you, There shall not be left 
here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown 
down. 

A nd as he sat upon the 
mount of Olives, the 

disciples came unto him pri-
vately, saying, Tell us, when 
shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the 
world? 

A nd Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Take 

heed that no man deceive 
you. 

F or many shall come in 
my name, saying, I am 

Christ; and shall deceive 
many. 

A nd ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars: 

see that ye be not troubled: 
for all these things must come 
to pass, but the end is not yet. 

F or nation shall rise 
against nation, and king-

dom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, 
in divers places. 

A ll these are the begin-
ning of sorrows. 

 

Matthew 24:2-8 
(KJV) 

 

Robert E. Lee’s 

Commentary on the 
Oppression of the 

South Following the  
War 
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Calendar October  26, 2020 

Plans to be determined 

 

November  23, 2020 

Plans to be determined 

 

December  ? 2020 

Plans to be determined 

 

January 25, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

February 22, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

March 29, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

April 26 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 24 2021 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

Granted we live in strange times, but I never cease to be amazed at who be-
comes a hero these days and who is labeled a villain.  When the faculty at.  
Washington & Lee voted to ask the trustees to drop General Lee's name from 

the school, a law professor was quoted as saying that General Lee was a real 
"monster."  If the fellow really believed that when he said it he is too stupid to 
be teaching anyone anything, and if he said it knowing the falsity, he is too dis-

honest.  Either way he is disqualified.  The police respond to a call about domes-
tic abuse in Kenosha, Wisconsin, find a man who is violating a court order to 

leave a woman alone that he has already been convicted of abusing, a man who 
resists arrest and reaches for a knife, after being repeatedly told to put his 
hands up, and end up shooting the man; now that man is a national 

"hero."  Indeed, the Democratic nominee for vice-president this past week said 
she was "proud" of this man.  

 
But if there is any group who suffered more and got less sympathy for their 
grief than the civilian population of the South during 1861 through 1865, I have 

yet to read about them.  A letter written by one Yankee officer, Thomas J. 
Myers, was found in the streets of Columbia, South Carolina, after the Union 
troops had moved on, and it reads as follows: 

  
Camden, S. C. February 26, 1865 

 

I have no time for particulars.  We have had a glorious time in this state.  Unre-

stricted license to burn and plunder was the order of the day.  The chivalry have 

been stripped of most of their valuables.  Gold watches, silver pitchers, cups, 

spoons, forks, etc. are as common in camp as blackberries.  The terms of plunder 

are as follows:  the valuables procured are estimated by companies. . .One-fifth 

and first choice falls to the commander-in-chief and staff, one-fifth to corps com-

mander and staff one-fifth to field officers, two-fifths to the company.  Officers 

are not allowed to join in these expeditions unless disguised as privates.  One of 

our corps commanders borrowed a rough suit of clothes from one of my men, 

and was successful in his place.  He got a large quantity of silver (among other 

things an old milk pitcher), and a very fine gold watch from a Mr. DeSausure of 

this place (who).  . . .was made to fork over liberally.  …if I live to get home, I 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
 

Hope, the Anchor of the Soul 
 

In Hebrew 6:19, you will find this HOPE.  But our 
Men in gray who were in those Yankee prisons 

about HOPELESS came to my mind!  Gracie 
Malone, author of UNAFRAID said, "when we forget 

to guard our hearts, when we lighten up on Bible 
Study, when we neglect our prayer life, then FEAR 
will invade your soul like an untended Vineyard or 

garden!" 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

army in the South."  

 
In his memoirs, Sherman said, "…although this forag-

ing was attended with great danger and hard work, 
there seemed to be a charm about it attracted the sol-
diers, and it was a privilege to be detailed on such a 

party."  I wonder who the "great danger" was from: old 
men, or old women, or children?  Charm?  I have heard 
robbery and lawlessness described many ways in my 

legal career, but never before have I heard that this 
anarchy could be said to have "charm."  

 
Another Yankee soldier published this account in the 
"Detroit Free Press."  In describing the burning of Mari-

etta, Georgia, the writer said "…soldiers rode from 
house to house, entered without ceremony, and kin-

dled fires in garrets and closets and stood by to see 
they were not 
extinguished.”  This fellow went on to boast that:  “…

had one been able to climb to such a height in Atlanta 
as to enable him to see for forty miles around on the 

day that Sherman marched out, he would have been 
appalled at the destruction.  Hundreds of houses had 
been burned, every rod of fence destroyed, nearly 

every fruit tree cut down, and the face of the country 
so changed that one born in the section could scarcely 
recognize it.“ 

 
Has there ever been any condemnation of this con-

duct?  Have any apologies flowed out to the people of 
the South?  No, and while apologies flow freely for con-
duct many centuries ago that is deemed in the light of 

present morals to fall short, the people of the South 
will wait in vain for any apology for the way they were 

treated. 

have a quart, I am not joking, I have at least a 

quart of jewelry for you and all the girls, and some 

No. 1 diamond pins and rings among them. Gen-

eral Sherman has gold and silver enough to start a 

bank.  His share in gold watches and chains alone 

at Columbia was two hundred and seventy-five.  

 

The damned niggers, a general thing, preferred to 

stay at home, particularly after they found out that 

we wanted only the able-bodied men, and to tell 

the truth, the youngest and best looking women.   

Sometimes we took them off by way of repaying 

influential secessionists.  But a part of these we 

soon managed to lose, sometimes in crossing riv-

ers, sometimes in other ways. 

 

Your affectionate husband, 

Thomas J. Myers 

 
One has to wonder how Myers justified his con-
duct, how he lived with himself, and whether he 
was proud of himself.  Did his wife and his daugh-

ters take the presents he had stolen for them?  
Where they proud of his actions?  What did they 

say when over the years people admired a piece 
of jewelry and asked where it was obtained?  Did 
they have the honesty and nerve to tell the truth:  

"My father stole it when he was in the Union 

(Continued from page 2) 
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LAST KNOWN CONFEDERATER WIDOW 

 
The last known Confederate widow, Maudie Celia Hopkins of Arkansas, 

married 86-year-old William Cantrell on Feb. 2, 1934 when she was 
19. She was a UDC member and died in 2008 at age 93. 
 

DTH 

FORREST:  WIZARD OF THE SADDLE…. 
 

Wharton Jackson Green served in the Confederate Army and rose through the ranks to lieutenant colonel of 
the Second North Carolina Battalion. Afterward, he served on Brigadier General Junius Daniel’s staff. Green 

was wounded and taken prisoner at the Battle of Gettysburg. He spent the rest of the war in the Johnson's 
Island prisoner-of-war camp. After the war he wrote his memoirs. 

 
The following is his assessment of General Forrest: 
 

“One of the phenomenal men of all ages happened to be on hand, as he seemed always to be at the right 
place and at the right time whenever serious work had to be done. It was Nathan Bedford Forrest, who, with 
none of the fortuitous advantages of schools or training, had risen from the ranks to the grade of Lieutenant-

General, and by unvarying success reflected imperishable renown on every station. 
 

“He was now a sort of independent chief of cavalry, barely amenable to any nominal superior; actual he had 
none after the death of Sidney Johnson. In his sublime self-consciousness, he felt this then, and the recog-
nized war critics of the world have since felt and conceded it, including Wolsely, Sherman, Grant, Maury, and 

others. I for one have an undoubting belief that if he could have succeeded the great Johnston in command 
the moment he fell, the Confederate States would have been a recognized power of the nations before six 

months had rolled around.” 
 
Source: RECOLLECTIONS AND RE-

FLECTIONS: An Auto of Half a Cen-
tury and More, By Green, Wharton 

Jackson, 1906. 
Link to free e-book: http://
docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/green/

green.html 
Photo used: Artwork of Dan Nance, 
"The Devil at Fallen Timbers” 

http://dannance.com/american.../
devil-at-fallen-timbers 

 
DTH 

http://dannance.com/american.../devil-at-fallen-timbers
http://dannance.com/american.../devil-at-fallen-timbers
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A Confederate Memorial Garden 

 
I occasionally exchange emails with Dr. David Fieselman.  Long-time camp members will remember him from 

attending meetings before he retired to Florida a number of years ago.  Recently he sent me the photos be-
low.  Dr. Fieselman simply said:  “One of our members, Klaus-Dieter Naumann, has built a Confederate gar-
den in his front yard in Ft. Myers, FL.  It gets a lot of favorable attention.” 
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CHOOSING WHO WILL HANG 
 
The following is extracted from Chaplains in the Civil War: 

 
...Albert Gallatin Willis was offered a chaplain’s pardon to avoid a hanging execution by Union soldiers. His re-
sponse was quite remarkable. 

 
He had been serving with Confederate Colonel John Singleton Mosby’s rangers for several months. Though 

born into a wealthy Virginia family, Willis chose to pursue a life of gospel ministry and was, at the time the war 
broke out, studying to be a Baptist preacher. Willis had been looking forward to seeing his home as he headed 
toward Culpeper, Virginia on October 13, 1864. Mosby’s men enjoyed frequent furloughs as their lightning-

quick, hit and run missions allowed them to return to their homes and farms often. But Willis’s horse came up 
lame near Flint Hill, forcing him to stop at the local farrier’s shop at Gaine’s Crossroad. Suddenly, Willis and an 
unnamed companion were surrounded by troops of the 2nd West Virginia Cavalry. Taken prisoner, the two 

soon learned their fate. One of them would be hanged. That order had come from General Ulysses S. Grant as 
retribution for Federals Mosby had killed. Grant’s order required that one Confederate be hanged “without trial” 

for each Yankee killed by Mosby’s men. 
 
Speaking with the two young men separately, Union Brigadier General William H. Powell informed them they 

were to draw straws to determine which man would die. Powell also informed Willis that he could claim a 
chaplain’s exemption, if he so chose. Willis had not yet been ordained and did not believe he deserved such 

consideration. He refused Powell’s offer. The two prisoners were brought back together and ordered to draw 
straws. Willis’s unnamed companion drew the short straw and then burst into tears crying, “I have a wife and 
children, I am not a Christian and am afraid to die!” 

 
Upon hearing those words, Willis spoke up: “I have no family, I am a Christian, and not afraid to die.” Due to 
Willis’s willingness to stand in his stead, his companion was released. Within moments and after praying for his 

executioners, Albert Gallatin Willis was hanged. Today his remains rest inside a white picket fence in the tiny 
graveyard of Flint Hill Baptist Church in Flint Hill, Virginia.... 

 
Posted to Facebook by a Facebook friend and SCV compatriot, 
Roy Butts from Georgia. 
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PLEASE, FOLKS, DON’T CONFUSE THIS MAN’S KINDNESS FOR WEAKNESS… 
 
The following is an excerpt taken from a letter found on the field by a Yankee soldier after the Battle of Gettys-

burg.  The letter belonged to a Confederate soldier by the name of William S. Christian. 
 

“I felt when I first came here, that I would like to revenge myself upon these people for the desolation they 
have brought upon our own beautiful home; that home where we could have lived so happy, and that we 
loved so much, from which their vandalism has driven you and my helpless little ones.  But though I had such 

severe wrongs and grievances to redress, yet when I got among these people I could not find it in my heart to 
molest.” 
 

Source: A letter of William Christian to his wife written in camp on June 28, 1863 before the battle of Gettys-
burg. 

Link to full letter: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2001.05.0042%
3Achapter%3D84 
Photo used: Artwork of Mort Kunstler 

 
“People never lie so much as before an election, during a war, 
or after a hunt. — Otto von Bismarck (April 1, 1815-July 30, 
1898) 
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COMMENTARY ON CONFEDERATE SYMBOLS AND HISTORY 
(with discussion taken from a speech by Walter Williams) 

 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, or NAACP, fought to ban the Confederate 
flag from the South Carolina Statehouse and wipe out all vestiges of Confederate Heritage. 
 

NAACP leaders have said the Confederate flag "supports the evils of slavery" and "represents terrorism." How-
ever, in his 1999 commentary, columnist Walter Williams (pictured) argued, "It must be ignorance, an igno-
rance I once shared. The NAACP crowd sees the Confederate battle flag as a flag of slavery. If that's so, the 

United States flag is even more so. Slavery thrived under the United States flag from 1776 to 1865 and 100 
years before that under the British flag in America. The Confederate flag flew a mere four years. 

 
The birth of both US and Confederate flags had little or nothing to do with slavery. 
Both flags saw their birth in a violent and proud struggle for independence and self-

governance. 
 

Williams noted that the flag naturally symbolizes resentment for those individuals 
who see the War for Southern Independence solely or chiefly as a struggle for slav-
ery. 

 
"The idea that President Abraham Lincoln waged war against the South to abolish 

slavery is fiction created by the victors," he explained. "Here's an oft-repeated senti-
ment by President Lincoln: 'I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with 
the institution of slavery in the states where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right 

to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.' Slavery simply emerged as a moral 
front for northern aggression." 
 

Williams explained that significant factors that led to the war included states' rights and tariffs Congress en-
acted to protect Northern manufacturing interests. He also cited professor Edward Smith, director of American 

studies at American University, who has calculated that between 60,000 and 93,000 blacks served the Confed-
eracy. 
 

"These black Confederate soldiers no more fought to preserve slavery than their successors fought in WWI 
and WWII to preserve Jim Crow and segregation," Williams wrote. "They fought because their homeland was 

attacked and fought in the hope that the future would be better and they'd be rewarded for their patriotism." 
 
Williams then suggested the NAACP make an effort to memorialize and honor black Confederate soldiers. 

 
Meanwhile, a May 9, 2000, survey by Gallup Poll News Service posed this question to Americans, "Do you, 
yourself, see the Confederate flag more as a symbol of Southern pride, or more as a symbol of racism?" A full 

59 percent of all respondents said they believe it is a symbol of Southern pride, while only 28 percent saw it 
as a symbol of racism. 

 
"If the Union was formed by the accession of States then the Union may be dissolved by the secession of 
States." --- Senator Daniel Webster Massachusetts, US Senate, February 15, 1833 

 
Everyone knew this to be fact back in the day, but today revisions like to use secession as an argument 

against the South as if it were not legal. If secession were forbidden in the Constitution, NO STATE WOULD 
HAVE SIGNED IT… 
 

DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

What Confederate ironclad 

took on 30 Union warships at 

once, suffering destruction but 

only by its own crew?  

 

August’s question asked: 

Where was the last land battle 

of the war?  

 

The answer:   
Palmetto Ranch, Brownsville, 

Texas 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

General Leonidas Polk’s Death 

 
On June 14, 1864, Confederate General 

Leonidas Polk was killed on Pine Mountain. 
He was reviewing the defenses of a salient 
there, which pushed out from the main 

line with Generals Hardee and Johnston 
after intelligence had indicated the loca-

tion was about to be enveloped by Union 
forces. They were well within range of Un-
ion guns. General William T. Sherman him-

self saw the officers clustered around the 
peak. "How saucy they are," a witness 
heard him say before ordering the position 

to be fired upon. The first volley was inef-
fective, and Hardee and Johnston pulled 

back. Witnesses account to Polk seemingly 
being distracted by something he was see-
ing in the distance when a second projec-

tile was fired, striking him in the chest and 
killing him instantly. 

 
Sam Watkins of the 1st/27th Tennessee 
recalled: “He was as white as a piece of 

marble, and a most remarkable thing 
about him was, that not a drop of blood was ever seen to come out of the place 

through which the cannon ball had passed. My pen and ability is inadequate to the 
task of doing his memory justice. Every private soldier loved him. Second to Stone-
wall Jackson, his loss was the greatest the South ever sustained. When I saw him 

there dead, I felt that I had lost a friend whom I had ever loved and respected, 
and that the South had lost one of her best and greatest generals.” 
 

The Confederates would begin withdrawing from this position and moving back 
towards the double- peaks of Kennesaw Mountain following his death. 

 
Posted to the Facebook page of Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield and 
shared by H. Grady Howell, Jr., Historian & Author. 

 
Minor editing done. 


