
1 

Grady Howell spoke on “Researching 

Confederates,” an area in which he 

could be considered an expert. 
Compatriot and Past Commander Dan 

Duggan has informed me that Compa-

triot Robert Penny will speak on “The 

Life of Johnny Reb.” 

 

Everyone come and bring guests, espe-

cially new recruits! 

 

 When:  September 27, 2021, 6:00 pm. 

Where:  Masonic Lodge, 7454 Old 

Canton Road, Madison, MS. 

September Meeting 

The Life of Johnny Reb 

August 
Report 

The 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Jefferson Davis Camp No. 635 

 * Volume L *  *  PO Box 16945, Jackson, MS 39236  *  * September 2021 *  *  Number 9 * 

H. Grady Howell, Jr. 

“Researching Confederates” 

 
 
 
 
 

I n the beginning was 
the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 

T he same was in the 
beginning with God. 

A ll things were made 
by him; and without 

him was not any thing 
made that was made. 

I n him was life; and the 
life was the light of 

men. 

A nd the light shineth 
in darkness; and the 

darkness comprehended it 
not. 

T here was a man sent 
from God, whose 

name was John. 

T he same came for a 
witness, to bear wit-

ness of the Light, that all 
men through him might 
believe. 

H e was not that 
Light, but was sent 

to bear witness of that 
Light. 
 

John 1:1-8 
(KJV) 

 

BUT THEY WERE STILL 

UNRECONSTRUCTED 
 
May 22, 1872 The Amnesty Act was a 
federal law that restored voting privi-
leges and office holding ability to 

most white Southerners who sup-
ported the Confederacy during the 

WBTS, except for some 500 military 
leaders.  The original restrictive Act 
was passed by the United States Con-

gress in May 1866 and disenfran-
chised former secessionists. 

 
Photo: The front page of the Times-Picayune 
included this picture of the Confederate veter-

ans giving the Rebel Yell.  Zoom in to view. 

DTH 
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Calendar October 25, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

November 22, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

December 13?, 2021 

Plans to be determined 

 

January 24, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

February 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

March 28, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

April 25, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

 

May 23, 2022 

Plans to be determined 

Send changes in e-mail addresses to: csa4ever@att.net 
Include changes to physical (mail) addresses and telephone numbers as well. 

Rebel Ramblings 
by Robert Murphree 

Well I had an idea for a column and had worked it up--but then I got an e-mail 
from President Trump, and I thought I would share it with you fellows.  Presi-
dent Trump put out the following message by e-mail:  (Editor’s Note: E-mail text 

is in italics.) 
 
Just watched as a massive crane took down the massive and very famous statue 
of "Robert E. Lee on His Horse" in Richmond, Virginia.  It has long been recog-
nized as beautiful piece of bronze.  To add insult to injury, those who support 
this "taking" now plan to cut it into three pieces, and throw this work of art into 
storage prior to its complete desecration. 
 
Robert E. Lee is considered by many Generals to be the greatest strategist of 
them all. President Lincoln wanted him to command the North, in which case 
the war would have been over in one day.  Robert E. Lee instead chose the 
other side because of his great love of Virginia, and except for Gettysburg, 
would have won the war. He should be remembered as perhaps the greatest 
unifying force after the war was over, ardent in his resolve to bring the North 
and South together through many means of reconciliation and imploring his sol-
diers to do their duty to become good citizens of this Country. 
 
Our culture is being destroyed and our history and heritage, both good and bad, 
are being extinguished by the Radical Left, and we can't let that happen!  If only 
we had Robert E. Lee to command our troops in Afghanistan, that disaster 
would have ended in a complete and total victory many years ago.  What an 
embarrassment we are suffering because we don't have the genius of a Robert 
E. Lee! 
 
Can you imagine the courage it takes these days for a man in political life to tell 
the truth to the public about a Confederate general?  When I read this it literally 

took my breath away.   If President Trump runs again in 2024, as I hope and 
pray he will, can you just see the grief he will take from the lame stream media 
for praising a Confederate general? I knew I liked Donald J. Trump before, but 

after this note from him I REALLY like him.  
 

You know, things like taking down General Lee's statue in Richmond used to 
send me into orbit, but I have gotten a lot more philosophical about it these 

(Continued on page 3) 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed by contributors to this newsletter 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of this editor, the Jefferson Davis Camp 635, 
or any member thereof. 

Visit the camp web site at: 

http://www.scvcamp635.org 
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Chaplain’s Dispatch 
 

Dear Friends and Compatriots: 
HEAVEN BOUND?? 

 
This summer I heard a pastor who used to be at 
FBC, Columbus, going once a week to a nursing 

home! One week he went up to the desk to see if 
he had a pianist and she said, “A 96 year old (is 
available) but sometime she gets her hymns mix 

up!” 
 

So they sang a hymn but the next hymn they were 
to sing was ‘When We All Get to Heaven,’ and she 
started playing ‘Dixie.’  The next day the preacher  

ran across her son and told him about singing 
‘When We All Get to Heaven.’ 

 
He interrupted the preacher, “Yes she played 
‘Dixie’!” 

 
The preacher said, “So, why?”  
 

The son told him that when she was very young 
the first song she learned to play was "Dixie" and 

now when she hears “Heaven” it remind her of 
home! 
 

Read John 14.  Are you ready for a heavenly 
home?? 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Glenn D. Shows 
Chaplain 

days.  Indeed, I smile a bit when I think about General 
Lee not having to look down on the City of Richmond 

as it exists today, or to be a witness of the insanity that 
goes on every day in his area.  
 

I have been to Richmond many times and get a bar-
rage of e-mails from the top hotels fairly often, asking 
me to come to Richmond.  The pitch is to  offer me 

some great deals on rooms.  I take a lot of pleasure of 
e-mailing them back and saying "Why would I want to 

come to Richmond now that you have done all you can 
to erase your Confederate history.  Get some of the 
crowd that wanted to remove all Confederate symbols 

to come stay at your hotel."  Good luck on that bunch 
paying some of the rates they charge.  Better luck in 

actually wanting any of those types to stay in your 
property.  
 

I guess I am getting less reconstructed in my old age.  
The Civil War Trust, the organization that buys land 

around battlefields to prevent it from being lost to de-
velopers, is one I try to support financially--in a small 
way.  They sent me a survey to file out a few weeks 

ago and one of the questions was, "Which battlefields 
do you think are most worthy of being preserved?"    
 

I thought a minute and then wrote down the following:  
"I think those battlefields upon which we killed the 

most blue bellies are the ones we ought to do the most 
to save."  At least I am consistent.   

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Ron Stowers informed me that some members have 
not yet “re-upped” for the next year.  If you want to 
stay fully involved, you need to pay your dues as soon 

as possible.  Dues for regular members are $60.  Since 
you are now late, you must  add the $7.50 late fee. 
 

Make checks payable to Jefferson Davis #635 and 
mail to: 

E. R. Stowers 
3044 Tidewater Cr 
Madison, MS 39110 

 
If you have a question about your dues, contact Ron 

at erstowers@aol.com and ask. 
 

Notice to Dues Stragglers 
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Native Americans and the Confederate States of America… 

 
By signing treaties with the CSA, the tribes severed their relationships with 

the federal government they had had enough of Republican rhetoric. Na-
tives were accepted into the Confederates States of America, and they 
sent representatives to the Confederate Congress. 

 
The Confederate government promised to protect the Native American's 

land holdings and to fulfill the obligations such as annuity payments made 
by the federal government. 
 

In contrast, William Seward, Secretary of State of the federal government, 
argued that the land of the tribes in Indian Territory should be appropri-
ated for distribution to white settlers. 

 
Photo: Confederate Colonel Daniel McIntosh was a Creek who was a mixed 

blood (white-Native American). 
DTH 

DAVID ANDREW McELWAIN 

 
David Andrew McElwain was born March 6, 1844 in Gaston Co. N.C. to 

parents Caleb McElwain and Mary Williams.  David was a private in the 
2nd Mississippi State Cavalry, Co. A.  He enlisted December 15, 1862, at 
Ripley, Mississippi.  He was captured May 22, 1863, at Ripley and re-

leased from Ft. Delaware June 11, 1865. He was married to Ann Darnell.  
He died Sept. 4, 1937 while living at the Confederate Home for Men in 
Austin, Texas.  He is buried at the State Cemetery in Austin, Texas. 

 
DTH 

JAMES KNOX POLK BLACKBURN 

 
"The time had come when we believed we could not live peaceably with them.  Therefore, we preferred to 

secede and for a government of our own, which we thought, we had a right to do.  We did not demand any 
of the public treasure or public lands or any of the community property of the government of which we right-
fully owned a part, but simply seceded from disagreeable company and set up a government of our own and 

asked only to be left alone. 
 

I doubt if a constitutional lawyer could have been found at that time who would have said we did not have a 
right to secede and I doubt if you can find a constitutional lawyer today who understands the organic law of 
the government who will say that we had no right to secede. Then where did this power lie or come from 

authorizing Abraham Lincoln to make war on and devastate the Southern States? 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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THE McINTYRE TWINS 
 

JOHN SIDNEY MCINTYRE ~ Born in 
Cumberland County, NC in 1826, one of 
identical twins (see information on his 

twin below). 
 
His parents were William J. and Jane 

Stewart McIntyre, the father probably a 
native of North Carolina and the mother 

of Scotland. She was the daughter of 
John Stewart, the latter descended from 
the Stuarts of Scotland. His parents mi-

grated to East Tennessee in 1831, where 
his father died. In 1838, his mother and 

her children all moved to Tippah County, MS, where the children grew to maturity and received their educa-
tion. 
 

He married Mary Ann Ward, daughter of Elijah and Elizabeth Ward of Tippah County, MS. Shortly before 1860, 
John moved his family to Elm Springs, Washington County, AR. When the War broke out he moved again to 

Texas to avoid the conflict. In 1863, he returned to Arkansas and enlisted with the Arkansas 12th Infantry, Co. 
H. and served as Sergeant. Mary and John had seven children. John farmed and was a Mason. Mary passed in 
1897. John lived to the ripe old age of 92, he died in Robinson, Benton County, AR in 1918 and is buried in Yell 

Cemetery there. 
 
WILLIAM JAMES "BILL" MCINTYRE ~ the second of four children, (twin to John Sidney McIntyre) William J. 

McIntyre, chancery clerk. 
 

Ripley was born in Cumberland County, NC in 1826. The parents of our subject immigrated to East Tennessee 
in 1831, and there the father received his final summons. In 1838 the family removed to Tippah County, Miss., 
where the children grew to maturity and received their education. William J. McIntyre, Jr. received liberal scho-

lastic advantages, and afterward followed school teaching until the breaking out of the war. In 1863 he 
enlisted in Gholson's cavalry, served until the surrender, and then returned to Tippah County, where he served 

as tax assessor for a period of twelve years. His ability as a public official became recognized, and in the fall of 
1887 he was elected chancery clerk, which position he has filled with energy, efficiency and ability surpassed 
by few, if any, public officials. In 1859, he was married to Miss Sarah E. McCoy. The result of this alliance has 

been the birth of nine children, one of whom died in infancy. Mr. McIntyre and family are members of the Mis-
sionary Baptist church, and contribute liberally to the up building of all charitable and praiseworthy enterprises. 
He has, for many years, been a member of the A. F. and A. M. fraternity and is a Mason in principle and pre-

cept. In personal appearance he is tall and well proportioned, white hair and beard, blue eyes and a very intel-
lectual looking head. 

 
Copied from Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi Vol. 1, pages 1212-1213. 
 

Bill served as 1st 2nd and 3rd Lieutenant CSA - Company A, 2nd Regiment of the Mississippi Calvary. Bill 
passed away peacefully at home in 1898 and is buried in Ripley Cemetery. Sarah moved to Tipton County, 

Tennessee near the community of Charleston to be near her sister's and their families. She died in 1921, and is 
buried in the Charleston Cemetery, Charleston, Tipton County, TN. Submitted by Melissa McCoy-Bell 2nd Great 
Granddaughter. 

 
DTH 
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It is self-evident from the foregoing writings in these sketches that if the writer 
were asked to fix the responsibility of the War he would say without hesitation, 

Abraham Lincoln, his ill advisors and coadjutors were responsible for all of the 
bloodshed, the deaths, the horrors and devastation of that war.” ~ James Knox 
Polk Blackburn from “Reminiscences of the Terry Rangers,” 1918 

 
Photo: James Knox Polk Blackburn and wife. 
 

DTH 
 

(Continued from page 4) 

WILLIAM CARROLL MECOY (McCOY) 
 

William Carroll MeCoy (McCoy) was born in McNairy County, Tennessee, on February 3, 1833, to parents Abner 

and Polly Mecoy.  He enlisted as Private on September 19, 1861, in Iuka, Mississippi, with Company C of the 
23rd Regiment, also known as the "Tippah Tigers".  The regiment was captured at Fort Donelson, in February 
1862.  Bill was transferred from the custody of Provost Marshal in Memphis, TN to a Military Prison in Alton, 

Illinois on July 7, 1862. He was listed as POW until the company was 
sent to Vicksburg and exchanged in September 1862. 

 
Records show he was captured again May 25, 1863, place not given.  
He was again captured June 10, 1863, in Mechanicsburg.  Two weeks 

later on June 24, 1863, he was captured in Tippah Co. and then two 
days later in Galesburg, TN.  Bill was transferred to Fort Delaware on 
February 29, 1864.  He signed an Oath of Allegiance to the United 

States at Fort Delaware, Del., on June 11, 1865, and was released from 
Military Prison.  Family stories verify that he escaped twice from the Un-

ion Army.  It was also reported that during one of these times, he was 
said to have hidden from the Union Troops under his fiancé’s skirts as 
she was quite a large woman. 

 
Bill returned home to Tippah County.  In 1866 he married his fiancée, 

Nancy Siddall, daughter of Joshua Hudson Siddall, with whom he fa-
thered nine children.  He and Nannie not only raised their own children, 
they raised five others whose parents had passed.  Bill served three 

terms as Road Supervisor.  In his second term, Bill Mecoy along with the 
other supervisors of the district obtained funds from the county to pay 
for the nails necessary to build the bridges in the district.  This was a 

"first time" to receive payment as before the blacksmiths donated the making of the nails for their share of the 
community work on the roads.  In his third term, the county furnished lumber for the bridges, whereas before 

each community had furnished its own lumber.  When his children left home, Bill gave each of them part of his 
land for a homestead. He farmed until his death on December 10, 1907, in Tiplersville, Mississippi, south of 
Walnut.  In his obituary he is praised for being a beloved and gallant veteran of our own southland.  He is bur-

ied in New Salem Cemetery. 
 

Submitted by his 2nd great granddaughter Melissa McCoy-Bell 
 
DTH 
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In the mid 1980's, Ken Burns asked Shelby to be one of the many people he interviewed for his documentary 

on the Civil War. When Burns interviewed Shelby at his home in Memphis, he was not terribly impressed. 
Shelby rambled a lot. When Burns looked at the raw film back in his studio, he was blown away. 
 

Ken Burns then invited many of the people he had interviewed once, to meet in Washington DC for a follow 
up, non taped interview. Burns said most of the experts knew all about one, or two, or three Battles that they 
had written on, or they knew the Eastern theatre of the War, but not the Western very well. Burns said out of 

all those Historians, only Foote knew everything about the War, cold, without notes, in detail ! (Ed Bearss must 
not have been there) Burns went back to Memphis and interviewed Foote again, with a whole new list of ques-

tions. Shelby was used on camera, in the finished documentary, far more than any other interviewee. 
 
When the Civil War documentary ran on PBS, it was the most viewed show they had ever had, and guess 

which Mississippian/Memphian was THE Star? Guess who beat all the trained, professional, Historians, at their 
own game? 

 
~~~~~ 

 

After the Ken Burns documentary came out on PBS, 
Shelby Foote was a STAR! Thirty nine million people 

had watched, all or part of the documentary. His 
book sales of the three volume Civil War set, took off. 
One year after the documentary aired, Shelby told 

Burns that he had made him a millionaire. In that first 
year, Shelby made $800,000 on the sales of the tril-
ogy alone. Added to that, was increased sales of all 

his other books, especially Shiloh. Shelby also did 
very well with speakers fees, at $25,000 per speech. 

 
Included in the new found fame for Shelby, was a 
guest spot on the Tonight Show, with Johnny Carson. 

Maybe sweetest of all, were the 20 honorary degrees 
Shelby received from various Universities, including 

the University of North Carolina, that Shelby had enrolled in as a Freshman, never to finish that degree. He 
became the unofficial spokesman for saving Civil War battlefields, and for many other worthy causes. 
 

All was not "wine and roses" however. There were criticisms of Shelby that had been there from the publishing 
of his very first volume. With the new found fame, the howls got a little louder. 
 

Critics said there were no footnotes in the book. The title says it all, The Civil War: A Narrative. Shelby never 
claimed to be a Historian. He was a novelist, who wrote Civil War history. He said foot notes would have got-

ten in the way for him, and for most readers. The critics at the time found darn few errors. 
 
I have read some modern critics who say Shelby used no primary sources. Shelby did use primary source ma-

terial, with the Official Records, and letters. I would also be amazed if he did not also use some diaries. 
 

Modern critics say there are plenty of errors in the three volumes. The first volume was published in 1958, the 
last volume was published in 1974. Modern Civil War scholarship has advanced. Any Civil War book published 
in 1958, 63 years ago, contains things we now know to be incorrect. The same is true for any 1974 Civil War 

book. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The critics said it was a military history only. It included almost no causes of the War, almost no politics, al-

most no discussion of slavery. At nearly 3000 pages, can you imagine how much longer a book it would have 
been if those subjects had been included? He set out to write a military history, and he did. All those other 
subjects are discussed in hundreds of other books. 

 
The critics say Shelby's trilogy is at least partly "Lost Cause" material. Over and above almost anything else, 
Shelby Foote was a Southerner. He saw the world through that filter. It certainly did color his writing. He never 

made an apology for that. 
 

The modern critics of Shelby Foote, that I read, are mostly younger, and "woke". Most of them have never 
written a Civil War book. None of them have had one percent of the positive impact on the telling of the his-
tory of the War, that Shelby did. They sound to me like a bunch of hyenas yapping at his heels. 

 
I will finish up tomorrow with a personal story on what a real Historian thought about Foote's fame, and for-

tune, and writing. Thanks for all the positive comments. You folks sure love Mr. Foote. Part three tomorrow, 
"Good Lord willin' and the creek don't rise". 
 

~~~~~ 
 

Through the Ken Burns Civil War documentary, Shelby Foote had helped to introduce millions of people to the 
War. When many of those people went and bought Shelby's books, he started teaching them about the War. 
 

About five years into my University Greys research, I was 
contacted by a man who told me he was a Hollywood agent, 
and he wanted to write a treatment, and then a script, based 

on the Greys. I was certainly interested in that, and the 
money, as long as the Greys were truthfully treated. After I 

had talked to this agent about 5 times, I realized I was get-
ting in over my head. I wrote a letter to Shelby Foote, ex-
plaining my research, and my conversations with the agent. I 

asked Shelby if he would call me some time. Sure enough, 
he did. we talked for nearly 30 minutes. He could not have 

been nicer. He wound up giving me his agents name in New 
York. He told me he would call the agent, and tell him about 
me. I was to call the agent a week later. I called the agent a 

week later and he kindly instructed me to send him any writ-
ten communications I received in the future. Well, I never 
received anything written from the agent, and the whole 

thing died out. The Greys and I missed out on being Holly-
wood stars.   

 

Sometime after I had talked to Shelby Foote about this, I 
talked to my good friend, and former Professor, Dr. David 
Sansing, and I told him how nice Shelby had been to me. Doc taught Southern and American history at Ole 

Miss for nearly 25 years. He wrote at least one dozen books on Mississippi history. He put together the 11th 
Mississippi Memorial Committee which erected one statue, and 3 markers, at a cost of $300,000, at Gettys-
burg, Sharpsburg, and Gaines Mill. The University Greys of Ole Miss were Company A of the 11th. Doc Sansing 

was a real deal professional Historian. I loved that old man. 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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When I told Doc how nice Shelby Foote had been to me, he asked me if I knew why he had been so nice to 
me. I had no idea. Doc told me Shelby had obviously realized that I was an amateur, like he was, and that I 

did the research because I loved those boys. Doc went on to tell me Shelby was no fan of "professional Histori-
ans". They had strongly criticized his books. He explained that they saw Shelby as an amateur, with no degree, 
he had not footnoted his 3 volume set, and he was certainly NOT a member of their "club". Doc further said 

that, when Shelby had hit it big from the Ken Burns documentary, the professional Historians were then very 
jealous of Shelby's money, fame, and being seen as an authority of all things Civil War. The dislike on both 
sides had gotten even worse. 

 
I asked Doc Sansing what he thought of Shelby Foote, and of his writing. Doc said he had written a masterful 

history of the War! Doc was not jealous and was secure in himself. 
 
I research, write, and give tours because Shelby Foote included the fact that the University Greys suffered 

100% casualties in Pickett's Charge, at Gettysburg. That fact got used in the Ken Burns documentary, and 
when I heard it, it got my curiosity going. After a years worth of research on my own, I went down to Ole Miss 

to ask my old History Professor, Dr. David Sansing, about the University Greys. The rest is history. Shelby 
Foote, by knowing about the University Greys, and writing about them, changed my life. 
 

When Mr. Foote died, he was buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis, right next to General N. B. Forrest's 
family plot. Several Shiloh National Park Rangers came to the funeral. Shiloh Park also lowered their flag to 

half mast to honor Mr. Foote. Both were class acts. 
 
If you have read all three parts (all available on Miller Civil War Tours) of this series on Shelby Foote, I will 

leave it to you to decide for yourself whether or not Foote was a "Historian". For my money, he surpassed just 
about what every "professional Historian" has ever done, in terms of reaching, and educating people about the 
Civil War. Thanks Shelby! 

 
My main source for much of this was, Shelby Foote: A Writer's Life, by Chapman. 

(Continued from page 8) 

ALABAMIANS AT CHICKAMAUGA 

 
Five Color Bearers of the 22nd Alabama were killed carrying their flag 

at Chickamauga. 
 
The 22nd took a very brilliant part in the impetuous assault on Rose-

crans' army at the Battle of Chickamauga, 20 September, and suffered 
severely, losing almost two-thirds of its forces, the killed including five 

color-bearers. 
 
It served in the campaign in Georgia, losing heavily in the battles 

around Atlanta, Georgia July, 1864, and at Jonesboro, 31 August and 
1 September. It was also distinguished at Franklin, 30 November; at 
Nashville, 15th and 16 December; at Kinston, North Carolina, 14 

March 1865, and at Bentonville, 19th to 21 March. In April it was con-
solidated with the Twenty-fifth, Thirty-ninth and Fiftieth, under Colo-

nel Toulmin." 
 
Photo: Art work of Rick Reeves. The 22nd Alabama at Chickamauga 

 
DTH 
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Jefferson Davis Camp #635 
Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 
PO Box 16945 

Jackson, MS 39236-6945 

Trivia Question:  

 
This month’s question asks: 

What is an “abatis”? 

 

August’s question asked: 

 “Dixie” (as we usually call it) 

was arguably the most popular 

song in the Confederacy.  

What was number two?   

 

The answer:   
“The Bonnie Blue Flag” 

Commander’s Column 

Commander Jackson has no column this month 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted mate-
rial published herein is distributed under fair use without profit or pay-
ment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-

tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 

Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

Editor’s Note:  This is a fairly lengthy article published on Facebook in three parts.  
All three parts have been included here with “~~~~~” indicating where the article 
was divided.  The article was posted to Facebook by Miller Civil War Tours and 
shared by H. Grady Howell, Jr., Historian & Author. 
 

SHELBY FOOTE - HISTORIAN 
 
Shelby Foote's Great Grandfather, 

Hezekiah Foote, was a Captain in the 
1st Mississippi Cavalry. Shelby grew 
up with stories of the old man in the 

War. For College, Shelby went to the 
University of North Carolina, but he 
was not much of a student. He 

would often go dig around in the Li-
brary, instead of going to class. After 

the first year of College, he went 
back home, and never returned. 
Back at home he started writing. 

 
Shelby's fourth novel was, Shiloh, a 

story telling of that Battle. His Great Grandfather had fought at Shiloh with the 1st 
Mississippi Cavalry, and one of the six characters Shelby used was a Cavalry scout 
for Forrest, which some in the 1st Cav were. It was written in 1952, for the 90th 

anniversary of the Battle, and in the run-up for the 100th anniversary. When he 
had a complete manuscript he took it up to Shiloh, and he showed it to the head 
Historian there. ( I would love to know who that was) The facts in the book were 

verified as accurate by that Historian. The book sold well and William Faulkner 
liked it. 

 
After writing another novel, Shelby was asked by Bennett Cerf of Random House to 
write a one volume narrative on the Civil War. Shelby was not a trained, profes-

sional historian. He considered himself a novelist. But, he had a strong interest in 
the War and he thought a narrative history would be interesting, and different. He 

threw himself into the work. He borrowed a whole set of the Official Record from 
the Greenville, Mississippi Public library. He also used a number of diaries. Both are 
primary source material. The one volume turned into 3 volumes, 3000 pages, writ-

ten over 20 years. I sold fairly well, but not great. 
(Continued on page 7) 


